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75 Bilikial Financiss NIsSHRme 10 1503200 L.

18— Registration—
s e sass ]
¥ 19011908, 1902-1008, 1903-1904,
Haime. Bwaainse
Actuale, lutmﬁmd Revined. | Budget, ,
1 k| ] 4 5
Ba, :TH Rs. Ra.
Superintendents .. e g e o = 53,354 54,600 53,000 84,000
District chargee—
Oaloubta ~ v v s me we e e £0,490 22,600 1,000 9,600
e e s s ] 11 increass has
Bpecial Sub-Begistrars 2,17,683 4,18,800 2,12,000 s.a.,m A v by nee hon:
and allowances.
-
w - 000 | Increased fin view of the
Barp! SulpRegistrare 6,458,834 M&M_ 6,568,000 | 6,59, e o o
mmmd the depsrimant.
Ba-oficio Bub-Beglatrars . v e 1,670 1,500 2,000 1,600
Total ... B,87,017 8,685,400 H 88,000 2 6,000
GRAXD ToTaL 8,41,27 9,50, 41, 9.60,000 | Revisad based on thesctusle of
o sacieis D“E ——| nine menths of tml:."
Provinslal share (one-balf) “ s 4,70,63% 4,765,000 | 4,715,000 c.so.m,
L]

18.—Interest on Ordinary Debt—

Tnterest on Provincisl Advance and Loan Account l 2,090,802 2,190,000 8,08,000 £,09,000 | Based on the eetimated® ment
outstanding balance of Joans
onrrying interest st 3f per
cent, per annum.

16.~Post Office—

District Post Charges . . ‘ s.vs‘." 8,000 4,000 6,000 \ -

18,—= General Administration—

falary ot Lieutsnant<Governor o - 1,00,487 80,500 1,068,000 96,000 | The inorease in the revised
is nominal and s owing to

. certain psper adjustments,
.
- 5

8482 and household of Lieut t-Governor .. .| 113,638 47,600 4,10,000 43,800 | The actuals include
tor new railwsy saloons. e
revised inel the oout of
entertaining oﬂ!d:l tlhl;d mi
(M! "

Unmnntga Durbar.
Touroxpensos ., ., = .o o 37,339 62,000 | 1,385,000 65,000 { Revised fneludes cost of tents,
&o., in_connection with the
Delhi Durbar Oamp of the
tenant.Governor.
Lagislative Connell .. ... o e 8,316 €6,%00 63,000 66,000
Otril Beoratariat—
Civil Becretariat (proper) v we 661,000 | 514,800 | 54T Tn due to larger provie
‘ﬁr Otfficers on Bpegisd
. Marine Department e 15,868 14,300 18,000 14,300 T
Translator's Department ... ... .. 24,636 26,300 $6,000 £6,300
Librarisn's Departmens " 5 pon 4,734 4,600 4,000 4,880

PBoard of Bevenue .. R TR 2,85, 2,94,500 2,090,000 2,968,000 | Increass due to provinon om
asocount of Teusl Andit.

Osmmissioners - w 8,083,016 5,88,800 8,04,000 5,835,000 | The increass in the revised
18 for privilege leave allow.

il Ofices of Aceount and Audit ... 51,780 47,000 47,000 45,000 | Redoction ts Uus to changs

L of ollnuu:: and &ﬂnﬂiﬂ of
Dedwct for rounding .. - - s 200 Mk Rt
. Totl .| ‘18,352,104 | 17,57,000 | 23,45,000 [ 17,5600




, J%l-—h' ald Justior—Courta of Law—
il |

Fhe Bengal Financial Statemant for 1908- 804

19031008, 19031908, 19031904,
Hxraps. BEMARNS
Aotusls Banctionsd Revised udget
- | eatimate. B *
) | 2 s | e s i e
High Gourt— Re. Bs. B { B
JOdEM i e ca o e e e 6,384,411 7,10,000 8,561,900 1,10,000 | The decrease in the revised
it due to the post of one
Pusnw  Judgu sing boen
R, vacunt fur threo monthe and
the Additwnal Judge not
binving bwen «ntertmoed for
A th enthie yewr,
w wE w m @ ] BOLE 54,000 [ 207,600 | 287,000 | The saving in the revied
il ' e ' ' in dus 10 tho posts. of the
" Ullical Tee,  Asastant
Ofttoinl oree, By well
e waditionul ostablishment
provided lorm the estimate
not having Leen sntertmined
fur the eutire year.
e . e 27 2,412,600 38,000 S44,000 | Additional extablinhuent
dorellsiniun " s R . rovided for in the estimates
oF T2 1908 was not eniwl-
tuined 1or the whole jear
whuh accounts for the we.
- - 21,000 Liepst 1 Lhe Fos el eatinimte,
Copyists’ Bstablishment ... - " . 71,480 ¥, 6,04 '
Bc%:tm o oweowm . owm w 22,947 20,400 2,400 22,400
Total 11,60,348 | 18,185,000 |  11,80,000 | 13,15,000
$aw Offcers—
. ” 1,01 408 ot 1,00,400 | The deviense {o the  rovieed
Boglish Law Officers .. .. .o e 97,484 W 87,000 W00, g A
Cutiduic ting fuw sulis
Legal Remembrapcer and High Court Pleaders 88,871 B7.8 83,000 86,000
fassul Eata WE 1,7u,540 1,74, 156,600 | The  bocrease s for [ww in
s . Sllsknient = SR | i _.L‘.'..u..(i et e | plbBdets M Uumnui'umu
und L3 1) suite,
Deduct—Fur 10unding .. 41 .
Total 3,656,127 8,569,000 8,454,000 8,72,000
mﬂomu'l Oim i = m s 7,584 B0 7,000 8,000
=iienals it The 1n reaso 1w under Bupplica
# OUsloutts Police Court... .. s s e 60,773 68,264 70,000 72,000 L BT iy anlw-
Rt nOjos
N 30 . The chimege s finally sdjusted
Municipal Magistrate's Court .. - o 5,786 __f._’l‘__ [P - by Eisomudion. Teour 1us
Culcutin Curporation,
©Ouvil and SBesalor s Qourts— ;
The inoroase in the revised
District and Bessions Judges .. .. .. 187,400 | 18,60,080 | 12,88,000 | 15,01,000 | 7 1€ BTSN S et
bas boen juade tn the budget
fur wdditionul e-wbluhiment
aliendy sapetioned wud o
the ewple) ment of chsoki-
dars 1y walolung the Gourt
butldiugs s night,
bord The provimon for ostabinh-
F nste Judges ... . P 6,561,180 8,564,030 6,406,000 6,008,600 U:J: ety ot iy utiided
o et Liud, Froviewn  hus
betn wade an the budget
for four tompuoipty Juuges
aud o estavlishmcnts,
Yrovhion has been mudo for
o Munsite ... v e - 16,04,811 | 16,864,600 | 16,68,000 | 16,985,000 :lt::: » r:‘:uxuulullu;u i
euticlote 1 snd  for et
tewputi Y appointwents snd
alet 100 sduitivnas =stablivh.
menii,
Allowanos W e B e BB Al 23,782 £9,000 83,000 | 20,000
rensed provon has been
Buwpphiesand Bervices... .. .. . .| 946,270 | 424,000 | 440,000 [ 471,220 h,'.fm B i
copysts, dics  ana  travell-
g sliownuce of  Wwilpesses
aud pr(:cl umlrn ¥ li-hms“ "
ConUimAenclos w . e e s o | L446K|  LS4104 | 145000 1,618 | Increumd BIOHuGE e OO0
Tuzexs
Feosess-serving Bstablshment .. .. .| 794065 821,116 | 7,606,000 B,L0,000 P{é’&"."f&u'."r:?.fcﬁ.m’“ w
50,08,180 51,8%,100
Deduct=—Forrounding ... 180 e
o p ™
Lo 1 .| 46,68,272 | Du,08,000 | 50,18,000 | 5L22,00
o80 th d t» chirfly
mugﬁ CAUBOS v e e e e |  1,68,680 | 21,7400 1 1,59,000 | L7440 ﬂ:;*gfr;nf {:’:;::m e
Criminal Cotyte— under g neivs,
Ling L ade for
Gonorel Bstablishment .. .. .. . 25,560,300 | 24,564,000 [ 48,57,000 | 26,18,630 Plrlt::umr m::mt :': e
& rubordinuie Executive
potvice wpd for inciease 1
" the establishme n$ and sliow.
[ H1..
Setdivistons! Bsiabliimens .. .. .| L1818] 1,200 | 127,000 | 1,348 ”
s wo-fifths of ihe toisl coet
Pronss-sarving Estoblbb | . 82,801 B, 000 1,832,000 " 1,8,000 et adde b
. sand one-fith upuer Land
Kuvenue,
Tnbutary Mabsle, Onsca e e 5 1,438 1,000
Tolal ..| 508,777 | 86,863,000 | 257,000 | 87417,000
Pleadsrship Bzamination M e i 10,638 18,000 11,000 18,000 % on 1he
Rafunds L Rt £9,835 72,000 73,000 T75000 !ﬁiml dmhn by sYSrage
GRAND TOTAL  ..{ 408466 [ 0G,85000 | 8470000 | #9,80,000




The Bengal Financial Statement for 1903-1604,

19 B ~=Jails—
1001-1002, 16021903, 1308-1904,
Basps Banctioned. Taaxn
. Aotuals, |PeRetontCl Revised. | Budget.
A
1 2 3 | N | 5 j ¢ )
Ra Ra. Re. B«
Buperintendepce .. .. . & Pr ™ 53 481 72,000 54,004 52,000
Egtablishinents—
Bupe intendents and Jaflors ~ 7 2,486,602 2,468,000 2,45,000 2,438,600
Medual !.‘mublhtl:mu{t 4 ischaoicni Ratab 40 730 40,000 41,000 AU
e on -
(..li lLI]"l:::mtEud“m onal an el :‘u n! o 210 1000 20
Ward 1 Estublishment ¥ " 210,448 2,156,100 2,10,000 £,17,400
Meninl and « 1ner Eatablighments 10,848 3,00 12,000 13,000
Diotary ( harges " o 8,200,460 6,82,780 6, 61,000 8,850,000 Reduced 1n view of Coron
Hospita) O M o i e 87,987 1,00 PR 85 000 tion relenses.
Clothing npd ing of Prigoners oo 110,405 1,uL,000 1,040 vl 1,00,000
Banitation Charges 30,548 46,000 80,100 87,00 1
ha b ving Prisonurs T e 54,764 5,100 411 1 i
au;ﬁm::éewwau and buppliea . i 1,08, 704 l,lG:UﬂG 1,12, 1,823,840 }:sﬂm:tn m}::lcd cu  loen)
¥ e uirenm .
Allowances . -— 10,743 0,000 11 W0p 2,000
Oolnl.m:entomrfs " 87,541 42,000 40 1 43,000
Extraordinury Charges for Liveestork and Tools
and nt 18, 411 ARG 22 (00 24,28
Charges for Pojice Cus'ody & 12,612 10 G 18 18,88¢ | Bused on actuals.
Daduct=For 1onndine . 240
fotal Jails 16,850,571 | 17,28,000 | 18,96 000 | 16,90,000
Jall Manafuctures - 11,365,084 | 1214000 | 108,000 [ 11,569,000
Refunds 5 - - 102 l,(lnﬂ‘ 1,000 Pro:lshr made for probadle
m— e e e e [ yafunds,
GRawD ToTaL £0,02,310 | 29 u.mn[ 87,00 0 28,549,000 | Rovised based on the actuals
of first nloe wonths ol 13-
. 1204 and 1 wiew of the Ciro-
] nation relesses
-1 ! - e 1
20,~Police—
I’Mdm‘ry Police— Hs Ra Ra, Rs,
Police Commissioner (Boperintendencs) b 211 B, 000 40,000 63,800 | Provision has boen made for
iha local allowances of the
Diputy  Qommissioner of
Police and for anpual in-
:l{‘lrrpue]nl of the Commisgiomer
¥ 108,
Caleutta Polics w e v e 7,480,675 781,100 7,617,000 B48500 | The decrense in the revised
18 due to savings in the pay
of the Police force, A pro-
vision of Rs 50,000 has besn
made 1 the budget for reor.
;ml:ilannon of, the Ca guite
ulice.
River Police .. 9,788 9,200 8,0 965 <
Balt Police g wE 8,422 8,800 4 8 1o
Polios Dead-house .., e . wer 1,010 800 1,000 1,000
Refunds, . . w 10,000 10,000
Dedyct—For rounding -~ a B50
Tatal . 820,128 8,74,000 8,40,00n §,86,000
Mumecipal Pohioe ... % - e &1 007 48,000 36,000 49,000
Buperintendonce .. v mee ae i 1,864,436 154,500 1,064,000 1,068,000 |The increass 1 the revised
e — = | —— e rhlef’r doe to vilege
leave sallowsnees and to in.
crieso in the pay of Axsistant
lo  the [Inspector-Gemeral,
Provision has been made
in the budget for reorgani-
"u‘;;nn h of ¢stablishment
Distnict Bxecutive Porce— 4 —~J mvder tho Deputy Inspector-
Balaries 5 . 4,57.86T | 500,000 |  450000{ 476,000 Provisi 1 for salaries of
resent
Police FOT08  wo o e e .| 098888 | 3012,200 | 51,05,000 | 36,28,000 | The tump povidn for Police
roforms  was ot utllised
n 1902 1903 s, 4,00,000 has
been %ng-ided for reforms
Traiming Behool for Bub-Inepectors : 15,468 14,000 14,000 16,600 | Estirhate provulos for vevision
of establishment,
Fsablishment we  wn o0 e w0 e 1,71,601 1,75,000 1,74,000 1,77,300 | Provision has boen made for
inorense of et t
*charge. unmnm
. establishment for new stearn.
Hospital charges .. w. .. .| _S8g08| 87,001  seoo0|  s7,00 | 1208CHfor Pabua,
Allowances " wo e " 340,212 8,006,000 3,850,000 3,464,100 Pon{’ allowsnce of head con-
:gs los ?l‘ﬂﬂﬂﬂt for in 1908-
fupplies and Bervices ., .. W 4,866,886 8,70,800 4,867,000 8,882,000 Inerﬁ::;duméhm has been
womvm encis .. o e e voaes | 880,000 18v000| 000 | R4e for Purchase of boats
Othar Pollce . i - e ¥ - 86,258 81,000, 55,000 41,500 Pmﬂ:‘}mmmlﬂafﬂrlnw of
guards for supply o
. individuals, of
Total .. | 47,756,180 | 53,85,000 | ¢8,85000 | 58,93,000
Village Police L 83,088 50,000 9,000 B2, 000




| Zhe Bengal Financial Statement for 1908-1904. 91
20 = Police—oonoluded.

-
011008, 002-1903, 10051004, |
nxam. ....... ——— N“CI.;_.._QE - —— P — II.BIA[.I!.
L
> Actunls. |7 e i Revised. | Budget,
1 | 2 ' 3 ‘ 5| .,
nnt SE———
Hs. Ra. R,
Special Police—
outh Lushahi Mllls Police on e B 4,204
Bungul Military Police oo e 74,008 70,500 73,000 Increased provision made for
o - ——— ., ordnrnes stores,
or Polico, Chitf e 41,8 43,0 3, 00 X
ll:m},;‘[-: i’ﬁ{ig: Anglt:rs e "?.- s} 20,000 B URELT 25,50
Upper Burma Polics Dopd s v s s 5,273 5,800 6,000 5,500
Total LESUIE o 1,456,000 1,82, 000 1,062,000
Bailway Polica— nn6,108 54,000 00,000 60,000 | Provision han hoan made for
Faot loding Railway Police - " - wercase i Polies Tores and
imervuse under  Rents  and
Rates,
Bast Coast Bailway Police "o 4 oo o 2,626 3,300 3,000 LA | Tho docrense is dua o 2t
l'usl. being charged to Kail-
Euatorn System Railway Police .. .. .. 84,009 73,600 1,16,000 02,300 l'm\im:m hes heon miade for
reviston of the Polier foree,
The {ncrease in the rovised
is tor argor outlay  unier
Allownnces and Xupplies amd
Borviees ol the natorn
Systew of Kailway Policw,
m-Bengal llwll Police 4,587 6,000 5,000 A,000
'%nl and. North-Wostorn and Tirhut. Btate ! .
Huilway Police i e e i 10,011 11,000 10,000 12,100 |} Increased provision hna baon
[ ] mnda for inerease  in the
Beogul-Nagpur Railway Police ... .. .. Suty 0,600 mon0 10,1508y number of chnukidyrs.
Bengal Central Hailway Police ., - v 3,748 4,000 + 4,000 8,000 | Lnerenssd provisfon his bean
mmdo for  additiwaul Police
i fures,
For ronading s | o ™ 2w
Total .| 1,668,007 1,681,600 [ 2,12,000 |  1,80,000
Cattla-pounds - i e e S50 1,411 1,100 1,000
Realuonds e s s i s 18,334 20,000 12,000 14,000
GRrRAFD TOTAL .. | 61,4902 1 05,410,000 | 63,00,000 | 69,50,000
1

2].—M ars'ne-"-’-i-

0,00

Balaries and sllowances of officers and mon afloat ... 3,813 83,700 o0 ,'l £3'108

|
f
Yictuallipg of officers and men afloat 20,945 23,200 |
bhml of up;gim v;'aru mntnd rmn;l for th&s | 1
un.;.u rs wnd ou of ships an | ! 7
) g H3,000 1,00,000 | Eatimate based om looal re.
Tessnls o aes aie e 54,134 1,02,000 ! Hilraments, Provialde Tay
born mado for the mm!plali n
i or  the
] Enuineer.-Hurveyor's Depars-
! ment,
{ 2,15000 | Two inkhe provided for part
of the cost of & new pilor-
steamer o replace  the

of the now launch

®grchase and hire of ships and veswals . 10,000

suii,
i - - 6.44,800 6,71,000 7.08,600 | The incrons: Ia dos to
Pliotage and pilet establishments 8,93,508 45, X p:vl:um g lht m

and niso to licenwen pilote,
The samne cause eXpiaios the
incruase la the revised,

i TOATT 87,000 89,0 RS 000

m mmwﬂ empuua o - - 21,800 24,97 1K, (kM) 4,500

Misoellanecus ﬁggg; ﬂﬂ 3;.?“; #é.lg:

fio Yookt epmblishment” . - o - MR B0 SR Bewe
Total .| 0,011,954 10,1500 | 10,15000 | 12,72,000 | Revised based on actuals;
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$2.— Eduoation—

Ths Bongal Finanesal Statement for 1508-1904.

1901-1903,

1902-1908,

e ————

1803-1904,

Actuals,

Banctionuml|
estimate

Revised.

Budget.

iy

5 |

im_ e - bl
tor of Eoropean Behools
13'.5'3;:.“ of other Bohools .

In

Total
vernment Oolleges, General=
e Collopa
Arts Colleges

- =

-

Bden Hindu Hostel

Mh:!ll% Oﬁllep
Orlental Colleyes=
uugxru College

Y -

Caleutta Madrassa .. " .
Elllott Madrasva Hostel
g:pondlmrl on

penditure on ure and wpparstus

Deduot—For rounding
Total
Government Colleges, Professional—

1h
Icfr‘:l%nn;ﬁ:edn; QOollege, 8ibpur, Howrah

pend on furniture and apperatus ..
}: Itur:.qm for Agricultural class

Totsl
t Bohools, G S

.-

Ditto Bpecinl

@Grantwinaid -

Soholerships

Retonds - P e S
ducstional relormms s

Lumy provision for B 'y iog
Grawp Toran

mﬂt‘nmllmotiﬂu snd repairs...

Rs.
78,347

Re.
70,000

Rs
68,000

Bs
77,300

Provision has been made for
an Aset Director,

17,087
3,36,000

18,000
3,40,000

18,000
3,27,000

18,000
8,40,000

8,88,116

8 18,000

8,80,000

8,088,000

The decrease in the
18 for savings undor Baluries
and Allowances due tothe

8,665,079

28,626
84,041
31,814
48,085
8,028
52
23,688

3,71,000

20,800
36,500
86,000

51,800
3,480

17,000

8,01,000

5,000
85,000
62,000

8,000
22,000

21,600
80,000
88,000
45,000

4,600
211,000

5,81,350
&8y

6,75,100
100

5,584,208

5,61,000

5,604,000

5,765,000

"

tit

9,080
2,01,428

1M

sl

B,000
2,168,000

8 000

9,400
2,158,600

800
Yoo

2,12 163
6,26,488

2,060,021

1,906,468

85,478

L

2,17,400

2,334,000

2,341,000

6,02,3%0

§,42,200

6,80,000

£,08,000

,02,000

100
100600

- are

6,440,000

2,863,000

6,209,000

£,00,000

73,000

7,08,000

8,06,000 | Th

officers dfw.
@ inorewse both tk:
he

ing loss pay

1]
revised and in the bu
fe  under Sularies
increas® n the budget s
slso due tu s provisicn of
s 11,000 for the purchase of
astrononioal foet ents tor
the Presidency Cn lege
The budget inc udes pros
vision for gas Lights,

Provision has been made for
Le tarers on Vedants Burn,
Nays =

Increase due to Appointment
of an additional Professor
und a supernumerary tencher,
snd for noressed graut for
tooly and apphinuces,

The saving i the revised
8 due to the provision
for opening B and C (lass
5Cho0u8 111 vertain bigh schools
oot huving been tully aiibz.
1he morenso 1o the
budget 18 chicfly due to pro-
viion for %  new female
sthool, for & new Mubam.
modan 8 hool in the northern
part of Luloutia, for the ap-
latnent of & lugher paid
ead Muster for HureSchool,
for additionsl masters and
servants for Listrict geho g
for addiional grant under
Boarding charkes of the
Kurseong Viroriu Boarding
bchool (boy &), tor 1ncroused
nt fur furpishing the pew
uilding for girls’ school ,

4,48,000

7,71,000

1,00,000

1,08,000

B,14,500

9,412,018

43,68,000

31,584,000

for the provision for tOmmer-
cial clasxe:, and (or aéditiona)
grant fur peily constsuetivn
snd repune
The decrease in the revissd is
ue tu smnller wXppdisurs
under Balanies snd Beabligh-
munt ol Normul Bohoo,s ax well
48 the granty for ruisings the
buivey behoo) the
status of 1he Hiba Bohvel
of huglueering und j p starts
mg tisining collegus at Daces
and  loghiy pot Luving
fuly utiheed 1)e
lucresse 1 the vudgrtis dus
10 8 pucviswn of Ha 60,000
aiust Ry, 80,000 for 1m1g
thestatus of tue Dacimom vey
Bihool to the statay of Hihar
Bohool of ki

I teuchers, aud

A, 15 580 Tor tralnng 1081
Lutions lor girls,

t8lunate wi ludes Ra 10,750

for lubu‘.;ulngmocel primary

DRIDering, and
"We provisiuvn of K £7,858
: ﬁmrng institutions for

T

tricts, and Rs 200 fore
the Daca boarding hostel,

Inciudes o spuciad §royison of
Re, 4000 for scho miships
to Buripe .or industrixl
students, while Ha 13,849
b e trapsferred to Local
tor lower primmy scholar-

ships

The decresse in the revised
18 due to the mnon uiilism.
sion ol the grant of
s, 1,965,000 for con 11bution
1o i-‘ruudﬂn. lard for

teac m i?.ry hools,

ftfh;t;“"'?" u...m.':ﬂ o
O bl

afficerw 1n Burope,
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84.— Medseal —
. ——s
=== T e == o s
‘ 10011903, 10081908, 19081004 |
Hzavs. P — Raxazgs.
Sanctioned
I Actaals sstimate, Revised, | Budget, i
1 } 3 ‘ 3 ] [ ] 5 l
| o Ra, Bs. Ba |
1 t—~ !
M o™ ™ . . ! t900|  m000| 7000|800
Diasriot Medical Bstabluhment . . 5,005,808 5,885,000 5,783,000 5,UB,600 ' The decreass n the reyied
(b due to sviige tn the
| sularies and allowances  1he
| W resse an the budges 1w
uutde grunte to dispensuries
for supply  of wediomin to
t Goveriment offivew wud for
& provilon of Ke 80w for
sl of  mediesl  atures
tug vired for proservation sud
dewpateh of visours
Reserve Medical Officers and Bubordinates { 18,085 90,000 16,000 20,000
{[SUR, S -
Total .. 6,91,073 6,687,000 8 67,000 6,08,600
Hospitals and Dispansaries—
Presldency Hospitals xnd Dispensaries—
3 (ul P 1,835,811 1,445,000 1,46,000 1,680,000 { Provision has bheen mmde for
Medical College Hospit ' . the purchans of mivtouc pon
foo the Pethologunl snd
Fhysiok g al Departiwe nt dor
glise juw wnd for increnn d
[ grant for beddings sod cquip-
mouts
{
neral . 2,080,207 1,086,000 24,000 317,500 | Provision hng bion mnde for
Ge | Hospital l b tho sup by of de ekt curnnt
| fur tuow wnd hyghts  Ihe
] moreas n the revied is wlvo
dud to Tl s Lause
|
- T4 501 a2, 000 78,000 83,200 | Tho decrenss in tho revised 18
Campbel) Honpita) & for somdice cxpondituiee on
BUpE us oand saviee wod
LULLLIEL eIy
Albert Victor Asylum for Lepers - 18,038 28,000 20,000 27,6001 Dito anty
Mutesgal Hospitals and Duwpensaries B 65,278 o4 000 LR 000 77,000 [ Incrensed provision has hoen
| made  for showantes  for
atteaing Govervimn  hostels
wid bowrding  whoule and
for imcrowssd  grunte  for tlo
Bum! hu Nath bondit s How
prat m view of W werossed
nuber of patients
Grants to Mufsgsal Hospitals and Dispensaries 55,283 59,000 &7 Ould 67,000 |Provivion haw bow
gy granis anl to  the
—— e e | increnes o tho puwber of
Total 655,848 L [,71,000 5,79, 000 6,31,000 | dispenserice
Sanitation and Vaccination - "o s 1,E7,848 1,890,000 1,682,000 1 88,000 | The fncrinse 1 the revised 13
unier travelliog sllowance
. L ==
Grants for Medioal purposes—
Microsoopl.al experiments in jails . - 2,000 4,000
d in the re~med
Bipeases during the provalenoe of Plaguo .| 1,857,448 | 450000 | 56,000 |  8,40,000 }T‘,',‘,,;u'fi'“.';:au..r outiay 14
tonndtion with plugue
fFutfmute  baed oo the
avernge  molusles of  lsad
Bapouss during the provalence of epidemics 3,267 22,000 3,000 a Ui o yeRry
R pensos in tion with cholers inoculation & 004 6,300 B N0 8000 |} Bused on sctusla
Valae of wedical ores - - 1,108 1,200 1,000 100 15
4,71,600
Deduct~Probable savings 500
aeam an —sunlgtal 14607 | 71,000 10,000 | 833,000
Nedical Scholl. wud Qalloges— ense In the revised is
um.—“u!ﬁqp w e el 176088 174000 | 1,86000 | 1,758,000 PThe stereren T b ee
The decresse in Lhy rovised
Medical Bchools L U - om 1,0, 445 1,435,000 1 29,000 1,44,600 p:ﬂllj under Balnries wpd
parsly under bupplia and
Burvices  Provinion lins been
made fir  the pmm
eulmigemenis of the
Hodicnl B hool
Towml ol Bumess | 517000 | S130m | 8,240
The decrense in the revised is
Lupatic AWFIOmA oo e e e e | 196407 | 147000 [ LISO00 | 148600 | DR CLORA e wwdvr
CODTINGLNCI by
Bpecisl Hoanitsl . 18,001 15 000 12,000 18,500
mica) Examiner - - 82,717 7,000 85,000 87,500
] - e W .. e oal 1,000 1,000 1 00
25 09,000
Add—Por rounding 00
—— ~—
GRArD TOTAL . | 3069836 | 3485000 | 1082000 | uBJu0ee
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25, = Politioal—
Seiks il I - -
10011602, 1602-1908, 1803-1704.
Hyavs, e b Bexanxs,
Sanctioned ~
Actuals. (% imate | Bovised | Budget.
- e s —— — - - —_— - e T e
|
1 2 3 4 L] ! 6
Rs Ra. Rs ‘

Fmgnntnmmf of iﬁn\i?n and G{ue‘rrs e i ]1"3‘1':% 1';1":33 13-3:‘"'; 1“;?1“03

Imrbu preseuts and allowandes Lo Vaklils, &, .. 8 f v |

Mucellaneous ot @ e : 2197 1,800 8,300 | Rupees 2,000 provided  for
Lovernment  share of  the
cost ol  demareation of
houndary betwoen Tributary
Btutes  wnd  Government
lands in Orisea

Public rejoicing 1o celebration of Coronution i o 47,000 & Ruptos 2a0ut 10 for 1llumina.
tion anidl Duibar charges 1n
the mufassal, and MRa, 22,000
for fireworks 1 Calcutta,

Porrounding . - ‘o 200 - 200
Total . 17,098 20,000 G, 000 22,000 {
26.—8cientific and other Minor Departments—
e _____!_ _ - _———— e — s - e - -
|
. 5 n 88,000 | 1,11, The deeriase 1n ihe reviged 18
yaterimary and Btalhon Charges - - 80,01 72,200 8 | L due  to smxller expenditure
wnder  Latablishiment  and
H Supphes and horvces  Lhe
increase 1n the budget 18 due
to prov inon having been made
fur inerense 1o the pay of Assis-
tand buperintendent and for
provimon for & fourth Locturer
tobeappuinted lor ewing ve-
terinary training to the sabpur
agri ultutal  students 'Pho
budeot includes the pay snd
wikcnal  sllowsnce of the
slorinnry Asmistant at Aoeul,
and tor gruuts {o Volugmary
1 diapensurtesut Dumkn and HBir-
bhum  Provision  hwe  ulso
been made for larger grant
under Tarchuse and Peed of
Lattle
— .. . . 1,70 1,40 1,000 5 The charge I Darjenkn,

Provincial Musenwn 10 [ . Museum 1 paid {rom !IJJe IhuE
1evling limprovement | und,

imperial Institute ™ din o (e 0 500 o 500

Dunp:l.mul to b wontilte Socleties P 8000 R,400 8,000 8,000

baporiwental Culiivation w e 46,010 12,700 8U,000 116,600 | The decrease in the revised
Is oue o the provision of
s 60,000 tor ourtlu-hrmdmg
farm st Pusa not haviog

H been utilized. The decreaso

| in the budget i fur smaller
grants 101 sk experiments
snd for Indign  Planters’
Asgwocintion,

Cinchona Flantations w“ o e o] 1,064,452 15%600 | 1,70,000 |  £,00,000 | Tho decrcaso in the revised
w due o mo  eapeuditure
having bien  incuired tor
Dummmr] Division, while
provision has 11 made 1o

i i K0t fOF larger expend-
ture ension of cul-
tnvation to song Forest
aod for larger porchase of
cinchons batk.

Public Exhibitions and Pales .. .. .. . 2,210 3,000 3,000 8,000 | Provision has heen made for
# grant of Be, 5,000 for the
Loussiuna Exhibition,

Botamioal and other Public Gurdens .., . . 140,438 | 141,300 1,41,000 | 1,28,000 | The estimata for 1002-1003
mcludes & specinl nt of
he, 11,000 for ths logical
Garden

Emigration . owe Sl ows 27,630 27,000 31,000 28,000

Inepettor of Fuetotws .., w e £6,870 2,000 47,000 27,000 | Eatimate based on actuals,

Vensie .. " =t i 1,17 1,510 1, G 1 Bue

Gaserteer, Statistica) Memors 25,0110 .00 40 oo

Rugistintion of Railway Trutiie e 5 &0 500 8,004 8,500

Registraiion of Biver-oorne Traflie 5,64 | 5100 6,000 B,0u0

Provinumi Slatistice e % " 10 %3 ] 18,200 1, 100 18,700

Lramnatfons R R S V-~ S, 8,17t 6,600 5,000 4.5t

1nspuctor of Minea e & e 3,178 = 15,400 13,000

My ollaneous nnd Rofunds . " " 7,251 10,100 0,000 9,500

Adé=Forrounding . s i ww ee 100 -

Total .. 5,204,377 805,000 | 5,08,000 7,928,000 { Revised based 9n nine monthe’
{ sctuals of the yeur,
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£9.—Superannuation—
L]

10011908, 10902-1003, 1003 1904,
HEaps. e ety B [iiess RExax
X8,
_ Actaats. “;;;{‘,’3‘;{’:_"] Revised. | Budget.
b el - — e,
1 ‘ 8 I 4 { 5 l ¢
P S —— o o ] = . _ .
Buperannuation and retired allowances 23,335,020 | 24,00,000 | 200,000 |  2%,00,000 | Increased prvision made to
t;l:i‘t t:ilu sunoal growth wf
Compassionate sliowances @ 18,589 1%,000 15,000 18,000 | STERUGIECL.
Gratuities . e e i 8,414 7 00K 8,000 L
Munne Department ‘Pensiuna oS 31,500 0,000 21,000 38,000 ; Bused o actunla
Refunds . - . " l,im 1,000
- —_—
Total .. | 388,677 ‘ 24,62,000 | 24,535,000 | 26,80,000

30— Stationery and Printing —

- . I B e
Rs Ra, ws | A
Stationery Office at the Presmdency - 1,77,604 1,646,000 1 74,000 1,048,000 Incrouse is dun to the additiona)
i ovision fur the Tovieon of
| et shment i the offles
» | of the pupirioteudent of
| Biat WHery.,
Dity purc hased in the country . . 2,059 06,000 63,000 64,000 |
Governmiont Piespen . 4 9,7H,520 3,49 v 4,058,000 3,04, i 1
Panging at Priveio Plesses 2, k1 1,0 £,000 8, (m
Btationcry supplied from Central Stores 6,70 580 8,00,000 8,00,000 6,00 000 '
Kefunds @ B . 1,080 1,000 1,u00 2,000 |
I
Total 12,04,000 {  IU,25,000 | 28,45,000 13.“.000 .I Rew wed basod on actuale,
»
32.— Mscellaneons—
Traye ling allow wnces to oftice rv attending sxumin- ’
aWons o 1,658 2,000 3,000 2,000
Bubnirif hon to periodicals ” x P 21, bol 5,000 [ALUT] B, U0
Al
Kowards jor profiey oey in Orlontal lnngnngm:, au,d .
allownned to Language B te 0,070 7,000 2,00 8,000 | Provision made  for  lucal
Ty UL OIS
Cont of books und publications . 88 1,000 1,00 1,000
Donations tor ( harituble purposes wo,u7 1,11,200 1,056,000 1,228,000 | Proviston bws besn made  for
lurger KLunts to the (sl itta
Fomube nurses” fngtitution,
Charges on nrmlmt of European vagranis . 597 7,000 G,000 7 000
Rewnrds for destyue tion of wild smimals ., 7,004 10,000 EALLY 1, iy ]
t ety «stublishments . - 27 B0 82,700 HIRUT 42,700
Spocin] Commmssious of 1 nguiry Ty e r ®0,117 15,004} | B, 000 [
1rre covirable tomperiey loany written off L, o341 8,000 by 1Ny [ATTT)]
Charges for search of dden treasure [ 1,000 ¢ -
Ments, Rates, sud Taxes 84,068 2,300 | 84000 $1,000
4 ontnbuiions 7 - e o s 2,441 10,%00 ' R 4,000 | Kedored  with rolirones 1
i YR AT ]
Misee ilaneous and unforesson charges - 0,113 10,000 10 400 10,000
Misedllancous Fofunds  we e e e ow 11,784 12,000 12 000 12,000
2,746,200 2,68, Tth)
Foi roupding .. - o200 o + Hp
Total 2,08,868 | * 265,000 | 235000 1 241000 | Bevise baned on sctuals,

42~ Irmgation——Mgjor Works—(Working Expenses)—

|
Oraes Oanals " cmaaran MR o 3,865,100 4,15,000 8,04,600 10,000 |
Midnapore Laval e en s em x 1,61,868 1 76,000 1,067,510 1A
Hjii g?lhl [+ 1. R 28,008 #,000 43,000 0,000 | .
Bope Unnals ... " = 5,47,210 5,906,000 5,001,000 (XU

——— | e e

*  Total | 11,8506 19,256,000

1n,m uuo! 12,45 000 [

I b _

2. —Irrigation—Major Works— (Interest on Debt)~

e e e s "] S s = = - T | o

Ra. Rs Hs Ha.
Intereat e . v - - 24,564,004 24,60 000 24,068,007 4 83,600

— e e e K e
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48.—Minor Works and Navigation—
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. R
#"_— — —— T ——— A —
t 1901-1802, N 1602-1608. 1903-1904.
Haibs. S [ e BEMARKS,
Actuals. | onimate. Revised. | ‘Budget.
1 | ] 3 4 5 L]
L]
IN CHARGE OF THE PUBLIC WORKSB
DEPARTMENT.
1re1@aTioN A¥D NavigaTioN WORKS,
Worke jfor whick Capital and Rovenue
accounts are kept. .
CAPITAL,
Worke in Progress.
Midna, Oanal . ™ ‘o 1,522 o 5,318 45
Urlmpg:.‘!mll " = s i 40,000 82,500 n!m 25,500 | The expenditu=e 19 mestly for
N the Dudhat Uanal.
wa o(cimlll'. g B = ow e ;,% 12,400 e
modar Projeet .. . .. . e -1, T i 5
Baran Cuanals W mE Be W G . -1 5,648 This Is for & preliminary survey
mn connection with the pro.
revival and extension
of the canals suggested by
the Irrigation Commiswion,
Osloutts and Eastorn Canals .., 144,768 | - 2,468,800 8,70,434 7.78,000 | Rovised includes an additional
grant of ons lakh for expends-
ture on thenew canal botween
Dhapps and Bamunghatta and
on the Madaripur Bhii route.
Ra, 5,00 000 hua been - ivided
in the budget for precormng g
suntion dredger for use en g
Clreular and Fustern “anals
and the Nadia rivers and the
talance w for the Bhil route
betwoen  the Eumar ani
Madhumaty rivers
Tudal Canal " a o am v —8H - o
Total Cupital 1,860,020 543,700 |, 424,200 8,38,400
BEVENUE,
Orisen Coast Canal i YR 53,008 65,000 44,205 w000
Saran Canala . e 8,740 1,300 2,500 1,500
Qalcutts and Eastern Canals "o 2,54,051 9,486,000 2,709,388 2,558,000
Total Rovenue 818,79 |  3,18,306 | 930,963 8.08,800
- Total Works for which Capital and Revenue *
accounts are kept .. .. .. 5.03,818 0,50,000 7,66,15% ; 11,47,100
Works for which only Revensue accounts are kept,
WoRES 1IN PROGRESS,
Nadin Rivers . ' . 1,046,888 1,07,000 1,16,M4 1,42,000
Guighatts and Buxi Ehais 334 ab 80 520
Total Winks for winoh only Revenue acennntg
are kept v s wn e e L0572 1,07,020 117,514 142,520
[,
B srkefor whieh neither Capital nor Revenue
acoounts ara kept.
Works IN PEROGRESS.
Canal 42,381 -
Teur Ot : & @ o1 |} 8BS0 47 50,380
Total Works for which naither Capital nor
Bovenus ocounts sre kept 46,905 98,380 48,470 39,380
Totsl lrrigation and Nuvigavlon Works . 6,066,958 8,02, 000 0,921,148 | 18,%9,000
AGRICULTURAL AND DRAINAGE WORKS. :
Works for which nesther Capital nor Revenus o
accounts ave kept,
WORKS IX PROGRESS.
Government embankments and works for the in-
a éovamnn‘tlgt G‘nvur;\.l::m u:iul mrahmtud agtales b'ﬂ'::l‘!:
ORpora avi em menis under rontreet ¥
lhnﬂng takavi embunkments under contract 79,183 } 6,08,000 6,28,354 6,21,000
Works in charge of Civil Otficora R 9,605
Total Agricultural 8,01, 428 8,088,000 8,28,9" ™
»
Tosal 1n charge of the Pablic Works Department ., | 187,38 | 15,00,000 [ 15,50,000 | 19.60,000
IN OUHARGE OF CIVIL OFFICERS, # .
Embunkmenta under the contract system—
Rstablishmenta i S o 1,403 1,453 1,452
Contingencies v e e i 51 48 48
Mainienancs charges of the Howrsh and Repmpur
drulnages i a | s e 2,850 2,784 2,78
Allowsnces G o e ge wR 56 warian 100
Relunds e e - " -] g
4,534 354
Add—TForroundintg ... (. 718 "um
Total in ehwrge of the Civil Departinent 4,95 5,000 5,000 5,000
GRAND TUTAL 18,81,618 | 15,08,%00 | 15,55,000 | 19.55,000
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45.+— Civi lWorks—

ﬂ#'_ T s e o ae e s L T " T'— - e N T T T . -
1901-1908, 1903-1903, | 19081904, |
HEeaps, e e e e e e R
BMARES
t tioned
Aotualy, r;;}m o j Rovised. | Budget }
. | | )
1 Yoo | e ] 5 |
I¥ caarch o7 THR PUunLic WoRKS Rs, | Ry, Rs. ! Ra.
DEPARTMENT, .
Original works.
. -l 11,28,000
Civil Buildings Nn? cnmmmrﬂd s 13,456,678 { lf'“' 700 } 26,560,000 | 26,6x,000
. £
;umn::mn«tionlpum = w{y:,?m:fnm b vsmm ) ﬁgﬁ“ﬁa } 200,000 | 2,50,000
weellansous 1c  Ime§ In progress
provemente. { Not commenced ., } 413,571, { i } 83,000 40,000
Total .. | 10,38,095 | 28,4060 | 8,35.000 | 39,65000 | The estumate drpends on &
—— | . funds “'lhh;u peada on the
Repaira,
Civil Buildings e T 5,43,189 5,860,000 5,60,000 5,085,000
Communications H,31,410 9,10,000 0,584,000 | 10,238,000 |
Miscetlansous Publio Im'provamenta e 72,640 66,000 B1,000 1,07,000
. Total ..| 1447,150 | 15,36,000 | 16.76,000 | 10.05,000
Establishmont v e e ae e 881,510 | 827,080 | 960,000 | b 85700
Tools and Plant . 33,802 80,841 21,009 4,900
Btock and Buspense - B oew W 89,302 e @ ~1,00,000 5

Tetal in charge of Public Works Department ... | 43,70,488 | 52,35,000 [ 53,00,000 | 55,20,000

|
.
In chaRGk oF THE Civie DEPARTMENT.

L
Perry charges we b e e W e 5,480 9,000 6,000 0014 | Kstimute based on locar re-
uarstnents.
Ferry Refunds o B e By B 49,072 32,000 30,000 500 lhiumd on the avetuge aetusls
. of the pus 3 yeurs,
Staging bungnlows B 8,058 10,710 8,000 11,080
Eingsmping gronuds 602 1244 500 1,400
Contributions in aid of Excluded. Loeal Funds and
Municipalities P P Y 63,625 38,00,000 2,165,000 3,00,000 | The decrcnmes in 1eviven m dos
ta the provison ler contribu-
tony lur buoal ponnds ot
® Luving been fuily utidiised,

TotaMu charge of Civ1l Department ., 1,20,643 3,65,000 2,635,000 3,57,U80 }cﬁ.-vmul basnd on wetuals of
— I .
GRAND TOTAL ... «,nx.m BOAS000 | B5,00,000 | B8.7h000 | T e M uBthe ol the veus

Oﬁntr:buaom from Prwmcml to Local.
[Tho figures aro in thousands.]

102- 1003, I
ACTUALS, 190.1902. | T BUDGET, 10081104
’ BUDGET. l REVISED, REMAFKY.
HRecuipts, | Charges, lﬂmipu. Chnrxsa. Rwllplu Charges. | Reevipts, | Charges.
- I | x o Ll
1 [ 2 | 3 ' 4 | A I [ 7 -] H o I 10
Rs, Ra. Es, Ha. s, Be ° Bs. I,
Land Revenua ... .. ves L pot 1 [ H '
Provinra) Bates ... .. " H ] - 1
Port Oftre hmm Al = S eyl - _—
m n. . 2
Tl 4,8 28 4,20 2 43 94 23 | 84
Edueation ... .. .. o7 12,10 7 12,08 7 17,70 b1 16,61 | The mcrease both in
Medical . 4 - I . " o_— 9] mvsd sud budget
Beiontific and other Minor is due 'h:' the addie
Boperamaas S T 1 N N | SO B Ko 2
Stationery u.d Printing - 18 o e o
appointment of addi-
tional Bub Innped tors,
for lower  pritnary
seholurships and addi-
fons  remuncration
. of tewrhers in promnry
schools w8 expluined
in the body of the
2,94 ] T:u&ultntmt. in th
vl Warks W aE 2,54 5,78 2,04 8,97 2,04 8,771 9,5 e inciesse o
" N 48 . 3 X 3| budget i for Inrger
Niseslanerus . ' . guutn for ferder rouds,
B e L L - b incroase in the
rivined s for o grant
of Kk, 12 0w} 10 the
Muolda  Ihstrict  for
» repaine of rmdr, to
the Muesifarpur Div.
! trict Hoard ftue the
I ronatrustion of Ceas
i offire bullding  wod
’ uther wmsll graats
— —— I
TPotal  w 18| 10,95 7501 98]  7e4|  a INED
| S AP e, S ™ 5 /i ~ 4
Net .. 12,3 14,00 | 10,73 Ul
! |

The Council adjourned to Saturday, the-4th April, 1903.
CALCUTTA . F. G. WIGLEY,
Secretary to the Bengal Council and

Ausistant Sccretary @ the Govi, of Bongal,
: Legisiative Depariment,

The 20th April, 1903,

B. B, Press~1014G—300—21 4.1903—W. L. W.



“Absiris of the Procesdings of the Council of the Lieuienant- Governor of Bengal.
assembled under the provisions of the Indian Councils Acts, 1861 and 1899,

The Council met in the Council Chamber on Saturday, the 4th April, 1903,

Present:

The Hon’ble Mr. J. A. BourpILLON, c.8.1.,, Acting Lieutenant-Governor of
Bengal, presiding.

The Hon’ble M&. L. P. PugH, Offg. Advocate-General of Bengal
The Hon'ble Mz. C. E. BuckLaxnp, C.LE.

The Hon’ble Mz. B. L. Gupra.

The Hon’ble Mr. L, Hagg, c.1E.

The Hon’ble Mr. E. W. CoLLiN.

The Hon’ble MR, A. EagrLE.

The Hon’ble Mk. R. T. GrEEr.

The Hon’ble Mr. W. A, TNaL1s.

The Hon’ble Maurvr Syep Mawomep, Kaan Barapur.
The*Hon’ble Dr. Asuross MUKHOPADREYAYA, M.A., D.L., F.R.A.S, F.B 8.,
The Hon’ble BaBu CHATURBHOOJ SaHAY,

The Hon'ble Basu Jox Gosixp Law, c.LE.

The Hon’ble ManARATA MANINDRA CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar.
The Hon'ble Mz, H.Fgworray.

The Hor’ble Mz. A. A. Arcar. -

The Hon'ble Mavrvr SeraJ-UL-IsLan, KaaN Bauabug.

"Phe Hon’ble Rar Tarint PErsaap, BAHADUR.

NEW MEMBER.
The Hon'ble Mg, L. P. PuaH took his seat in Council,



[ Mauivi Sovaj-wt-Islam, Ehan Bahadur ; M. Earls; Rai Torini ‘Pershad,
Bakadur; Mr. Inglis.) '

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.
THE PROVINOIAL EDUCATIONAL SERVIOE.

The Hon'ble Maurvt Seras-ur-IsLaM, Kuax Baumapug, asked :—

Is the Government aware that in consequence of the present constitution
of the Provincial Educational Service, many officers from the Subordinate,
Educational Service and some outsiders have been directly appointed to the
ath, 6th and 7th Classes of the Provincial Service, in supersession of the claims
of officers in lower classes of that service ? In view of the unsatisfactory con-
stitution of the Provincial Service and the hardship done to the officers in lower
clagses in consequence thereof, will the Government be pleased to re-organise the
Service in any way that may, in the opinion of the Governmeut, be satisfactory
and practicable ?

The Hon’ble Mg, EArLE replied :—-

« Before the Education Department was last re-organized and the present
Provincial and Subordinate Educational Services were created, the Officers of
the Department, other than those of the Indian Educational Service, belonged
to a single Educational Service. The division of officers into the two newly-
created Services was made on the basis of the actual posts held by the various
officers at the time of the re-organization, and it was never intended that
officers, who were placed in the Subordinate Service, should not be eligible for
promotion to the Provincial Service.

*The complaint referred to by the Hon’ble Member has arisen owing to
the fact that the salaries of the first two classes of the Subordinate Educationel
Service exceed those attached to the seventh and eighth classes of the Provineial
Educational Service. When, therefore, it becomes necessary to give promotion
to an officer from the clusses of the Subordinate Educational Service referred
to, some officers of the Provincial Educational Service are necessarily super-
soded. This, however, is not a legitimate grievance, because, as explained
above, such promotions were always contemplated,

‘“As regards the second complaint, it is true that several persons, not
belonging to the Educational Service, have, within recent years, been appointed
- to the higher classes of the Provincial Service, and have, to this extent,
retarded prowotion, Tlese persons were, however, appointed to posts for
which no officers in the service of Government were eligible. Appeintments
of this kind are unavoidable,

« As stated by me at the last meeting of this Council, the question whether
it is practicable to improve the prospects of the Provincial and Subordinate

Kducational Serviees 18 now wunder the consideration of the Lieutenant.
Governor.”

RAILWAY OR BTEAM TRAMWAY AT BHAGALPUR.

The Hon'ble Rar TariNt Persnap, Banapug, asked : —

Will the Government be pleased to state whether eswaqt a scheme for
the construction of a Railway or Steam Tramway on the roads from Bhagalpur
to Deoghur v46 Bounsi and Duwka is stillin its contemplation ? If not, will
the Government be pleased to state the reasons?

The Hon’ble Mg, INGLIS replied :—

“No scheme for the construction of a Railway or Steam 'Framway op the
roads from Bhagalpur to Deogarh vid Bounsi and Dumka is at present under the -
congideration of the Government.

“The late Lientenant-Governor considered that a broad gauge line was :
ot required. No proposals for a light railway have reached the Government,”



it ¢ Quertions and Answers. 101
(Ras 19rwns tershad, Bahadur ; My. Collin; Mr. Earle.]

INADEQUATE SUPPLY OF WATER AT BHAGALPUR.

The Hon’ble Rar Tarint PersHaDp, Bawapur, said :—

Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the fact that the
rate-payers in the town O:I' Bhagalpur do not get adequate supply of water
during ‘a considerable portion of the year owing to the recess of the Ganges?
If so, will the Government be pleased to take steps to remove this difficulty ®

The Hon’ble Mr. CoLniN .replied & e

“ Government is aware that difficulties have arisen from time to time in*
connection with the Bhagalpur water-works owing to the rocossion of the
river. It has also been reported that there is considerable waste from tho house-
connections. The Commissioners of the Bhiagalpur Municipality, who are,
primarily responsible in the matter, have tuken tho necessary action to
maintain an adequate supply of water and to prevent waste, No application
has been made to Government for assistance.”

THE ZAMINDARI DAK CESS.
The Hon’ble Rar Tagixt Pwisuap, Bauapur, asked :—

Will the Government be pleased to state—

(¢) How much was realized on account of the Zamindari Dak Coss
during cach of the last five years.

(8) How much was spent for the purposes indicated by Bengal
Act VIII of 1802 in each of the said years?
The Hon’ble Mr. EArLE replied :—

“Fhe receipts and expenditure of the Zamindari DAk Cess during each of
the last five years have been as follows:—

Koomipta, Expenditure

Rs. Rs
1897.98 . . 397825 412717
1898-99 ;¥ e 402,570 3,69,932
1809-1900 . 8,94,629 3,068,836
1900-1901 o we 3,331,876 3,72,8568
1901-1902 . 303818  38,56,733.”

GRATUITOUS MEDICAL RELIEF BY DISTRICL BOARDS OF BHAGALPUR AND
PATNA DIVISIONS.

The Hon'ble Rar Tartxt PersHap, Bamapug, asked : —

Will the Government be pleased to state—

(a) What amounts were spent by cach District Board in affording
gratuitous medical relief to localitics aficcted with cholers
and fever in the Divisions of Bhegalpur snd Patna during
the last three years; and

(b)) What amounts, if any, were reccived as private contributions
for such gratuituus medical relief during the suid period ?

The Hon’ble Mz, CoLLix replied: —

# 1t has not been powsible within the time given to pruonre full infor-
mation to answer the questions.
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‘““As to the first of the question, it appears that in the Patna D) iog,
the expenditure for gmitoua medical relief to localities afflicted wit cholera
snd fever was as follows :—

Ras.
1899.1900 a5 e B1B7
1200-1901 voi ... 17,489
1901-1902 - .. 12,480

“No information is as yet available for the Bhagalpur Division. When
obtained, it will be communicated.

“As to the second part of the question, it is reported that no private
contributions were received by the District Boards of the Patuna Division for
medical relief of cholera and fever patients during the period specified.”

SUB.DEPUTY COLLECTOKS AND PENSION RULES.

The Hon’ble Rar Tarint Persmap, BAHADUR, said :—

Is the Government aware that Sub-Deputy Collectors render 5 or ©
years’ service before confirmation? If so, will the Government be pleased to
state whether under the existing rules such servico is counted for pension? , If
not, will the Government be pleased to state why Rule 375 of the Civil Service
fﬁgt;laﬁom (4th edition) should not be extended to the Sub-Deputy Collectors

The Hon’ble Mz. HaRE replied :—

“ Under the existing rules, service in the grades of Sub-Deputy Collectors
before confirmation does not count for pension. The subject has been under
the consideration of this Government.”

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS OF THE PROVINCIAL BERVICE TO
SECRETARIAT POSTS.

The Hon’ble Rar T'ariNt PERsHAD, BARADUR, asked : —

Will the Government be pleased to state whether tho appointments
of Under-Secretaries to the Government of Bengal and Junior Secretaries ta the
Board of Revenue, are open to the members of the Provincial Executive
Service? It so, will the Government be pleased to consider the advisability of
appointing to such posts such members of that Service, who, after having ratis-
factorily worked as Personal Assistants to the Divisional Commissioners, have
amply qualified themselves for the same ?

The Hon’ble MR, Hagre replied :—

‘“There is no bar to the appointment of a member of the Provincial
Service of proved merit and ability to the post g# Jumior Secretary to the
Board of Revenue or an Undor-Secretary to the Government of Bengal; but
these posts re&uira very special qualifications, and, in the interest of the

ublic service, Government can give no undertaking that will in any way fotter
1ta salection of officers to fill these appointments.”

PLAGUE MORTALITY IN CALCUTTA.

3 The Hon’ble Mamaraja Maxinora CHANDRA Nanpy, of Cossimbazar,
sald ;—

Is the Government aware that the daily bulletins disclosed an abnormal
increase of plague mortality in Calcutta during the month of March, the
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average being considerably higher than that of any similar month of the

quinquennium ; and will the Government be pleased to state what precautionary,
preventive or sanit measures, other than se?rega.tion, which Government has
definitely abandoned with the full approval of public opinion, have been
adopted to cope with the disease in Calcutta itself and to thwart its spread to
other localities, since it was officially declared that this City had been infocted
with plague; and further, will the Government be pleased to state the amount
of money which has been expended from Provincial and Municipal Funds on
plague i)reventive measures, and the character of the results obtained, judged
by the light of statistics ?

The Hon’ble Mg. CoLLIN replied : —

¢ The mortality from plague was greater in March last than in the corre-
swponding month of 1902, but was less than in 1901. The figures are—

Deaths from plague in March, 1903 e 3,529
Ditto ditto 1902 - we 2,201
Ditio ditto 1901 - o 3,810

“Segregation for plague has not been enforced in Calcutta for tho last
four years. T'he precautionary measures are disinfection and, when ths
is not possible owing to the structure of the building, demolition in the case
of huts.

o ‘‘There is no examination of persons leaving Calcutta. It wes found
possible to enforce this on the railways only, and the results of such partial
examination showed that it was not worth the trouble and inconvenience caused
by it.

d “The total amount of money expended in Calcutta on plague-preventive
measures from 1897 to Decomber, 1902, was Rs. 15,23,000, The results must
be considered satisfactory, since no serious outbreak of plague has yet occurred
in Calcutta as in Bombay and other places.”

CHANGE IN TIHE ORDER OF BUSINESS.

Tho Hon’ble the PresipENT said :—* With the pexmission of the Council, 1
propose fo make a slight alteration in the order in which we should take up the
items in the list of business to-day. It will, I think, be more convenicnt if we
take up the discussion of the Financial Statement after the Council has dealt
with the motion wkich stands in the Hon’ble Mr. Earle's name. 1 will there-
fore call upon the Hon’ble Mr, Earle to make his motion now, nstead of at the
conclusion of the discussion on the Budget.”

THE CHOTA NAGPUR TENANCY (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1903.

The Hon’ble Mx. EarLs, moved that the Hon’ble Mr. Pugh, the Hon’ble
Mr, Slacke and the Mover be added to the Select Committee on the Bill to
amend the Chota Nagpur Candlord and Tenant Procedure Act and the Chota
Nagpur Commutation Act, 1807.

The Motion was put and agreed to.

'"THE BENGAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR _1903-1904,

The Hon’ble Mr. CoLLiN moved for the discussion of the Bengal
Financial Statement for 1803-190+.

The Hon’ble Basu Joy Gosinp Law said:—‘‘ It is satisfactory to note
that in the Budget for 1903-1904 provision has been made for grants to the
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Calcutta Municipality of Rs. 25,000 for re-survey of the added area, Rs, 33000
as a contribution towards the schemc for the erection of Incineraters) anf
Rs. 50,000 for land for extension of Christian burial-grounds, and (hough the
grants, the first two especially, do not appear to err on the side of liberality,
it should be understood that during the first year the expenses are not likely to
be heavy. .

“Jt is also a matter for congratulation that that much-abused body, the
Distriot Board, which is expected to do a great deal with slender meansis to
come in for & share of special grants in the shape of five lakhs, for improving
the communications, and two lakhs for the construction of feedur roads, and in
the matter of Kducation Rs. 3,71,000 are provided for expenditure by District
Boards on Primary Schools.. ~

“There is a provision of Rs. 6,000 for commercial classes in training colleges
and one of Rs, 4,500 for scholarships for industrial students sent to Kurope, and
it would be of interest to have some further particulars about the grants—in
what manner they are to be utilised. In the case of scholarships, it would
perhaps be of importance to provide that the cducation and training of the
students should be confined to matters which would be of immediate use to them
when they return.

“A sum of Rs. 40,000 was provided last year for Munsifs’ Courts and
residences, and I am glad to see a further sum of two lakhs has been granted
for a similar object this year, It is extremely gratifying to observe that
what has been a crying want for, I may say, a quarter of a century is at last in
a fair way of being adequately met within a reasonable period of time.

“Incladed in the Budget is a provision of five lakhs for a dredger for
the Circular and Eastern Canals, I understand for clearing the silt in the
Biddadhari, near the Dhapa lock, which obstructs the boat traffic into the
Calcutta Canals. I am also informed that a new canal is under construction
from Bhamunghata to Dhapa for providing facilities for the boat traffic, and it
is because the scheme has created a great deal of alarm amongst the neighbour-
ing landholders that I desire to inquire whether the construction of the canal
would have the effect of excluding salt water from the lakes, aud making the
very valuable fishery grounds useless for the purpose. It is apprehended that
the destruction of the fishery would have a sensible effect on the fish supply of
Caloutta and its Suburbs, and 40,000 persons would, it is said, be thrown out
of employment.

“While on the subject of canals, I should mention the condition of
Tolly’s Nullah, which, in the absence of any measures being taken for its
improvement, i8 gradually silting up, and it is only a question ao to how
soon it will completely cease to be navigable. A lurge rice trade is carried on
through this canal, and, if the silt is not removed from time to time, it will in
time form a complete barrier to the total extinction of the trade.. Nor should
we lose sight of the fact that a silted up and obstructed channel would be an
undoubted source of insanitation, and therefore of grave danger to the health
of the town and suburbs.”

The How’ble Papu CraTursHOoy SaHAY said :(—‘‘ Before proceeding to
offer remarks and suggestions relating to the Budget presented to the Council
1 must first claim the privilege of congratulating the Government upon the
financial prosperity of the past year and the forecast for the year before us,
The cash balance of nearly 564 lakhs, with which the year opens, can only be
matter for congratulation when associated with the proposals of the Budget
laid before us, and with the terse but pregnant sketch of the needs of fim
Province to which Your Honour gave utterance in the Imperial Council. The
programme so vearnestly set forth by Your Honour leads us to feel a
confidence that the increased resources of the Province will be devoted with
sound statesmanship to statesmanlike ends, while the magnificent resources at
Your Honour's disposal lead us to hope that solid progress will be achieved -
during the next twelve months,

*

“ Passing on to specific matters arisiug out of the Finangial Statement, I
will offer just a few observations on the question of improving the status of
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%pb-Uquty Collectors The allotment made for this purpose in the presont
ndget ¥ould be even moro acceptablo if the figures were less perplexing, 1t
may be that my lack of professional knowledge in finance ix at fault, but I
confess to being unable to discover exactly what the ullotment is. In a table
given at page 3 of the Financial Statement, I find an item which scems to sugwest
that Rs 1,00,000 is the sum allotted: on page 7, the figures against the item
‘Charges of District Administration’ suggest that the gencrosity of Govern-
ment reaches the sum of Rs. 1,94,000: while a remark on page 19, in

pendix B, under head ‘Land Revenue.” and minor head ‘Charges of
District Administration,’ suggests that this generosity has shrunk to a mere
Re. 50,000. I should be glﬂ.g to be definitely informed on this snbject.  What-
ever be the allotment, it will be well spent if it succeeds in improving the status
of a branch of the service whose prospects are sadly depressed. The Sub-
Deputy enters the service with the same qualifications us the Deputy Collector.
Both clusses qualify by passing tho same examination, the latter class of officer
being recruited from thosc candidates who obtain higher marks at the exani-
natjon. The diffecrence may often be infinitesimal at the cxamination, hut
becopmes enormous when once service is entered. The work done by the two
classes is the samo, but the Deputy begins on a salary which the Sub-Deputy
can only reach after many years of serviee, if promotions follow a normal
course, while he has to be content to commence on exactly halt the pay of his
more fortunute co-examinee. Promotious, however, aud here lies the masin
grievance, do not follow a normal course.

“What is now called the ¢ Provincial Subordinate Civil Service’ was o
creation of 8ir George Campbell, who was also the suthor of the system of toking
men into what is now called the Provineial Civil Service by open esmpetitive
examinations. It waslaid down in a Government Resolution, dated 20th March,
18%2, that members of the former service should be regarded in course of timo
as fit to be appointed to Deputy Magistracies, and as a matter of fact Sub-
Deputy Collectors were promoted to the grade of Deputy Collector in Sie
George Campbell’s time, and sometimes with no little rapidity. 1 wmay eite the
case of Babu Kumud Nath Mukerji, who was appointed Scb-Deputy Colloctor
in November, 1874, and was promoted to be Deputy Collector in July, 1578,

“ The system of recruiting the Subordinate Civil Service and the 'rovincial
Civil Service underwent an important change in Sir Charles Elliott’s time.
The test for selecting men for Sub Deputy Collectorships was wmado the ramo
as the test for selecting men for Deputy Collectorsbips, and for some tiwe, L.,
down to the year 1894, Sub-Deputy Collectors weie allowod to attenl tho
examinations for adimnission into the Provincial Civil Service and to enter the
latter service by that door. In that year four Sub-Deputy Collectors, among
whom were two Biharis, viz., Babu Rama Ballabh Missir, m A, and Maulvi
Habibur Rahman, B.4., were promoted to Deputy Collectorships on the results
of the examination, as stated in a Government Resolution, dated 16th May,
1894, the followirg extract from which is pertinent:—

‘The following Sub-Deputy Colleotors who passed 5th, 9th, 10th aud 18th, respectively,
at the recent exemination, will now be promoted to officiate at onco as Deputy Collectors.’

“‘ Sub-Deputy Collectors came to be excluded from competitive examinations
in 1895, but this caused no practical hardship on the whole down to 1896,
A Government Resolution of 20th April, 1896, had the following :—

¢ The policy of promoting Sub-Deputy Collectors to officiate as Deputy Colleotors has
been adhered to  During the year 1893.94, 16, during {he year 1894-95, 28, and
during the past year 1895-96, no less than 382, Sub-Deputy Collectors huve received
promotion to the grade of Officating Deputy Magistrate and Deputy Collector.”

“Bnt this bappy state of things has not continued. There were only threo
promotions in 1¥96-97, only one in 1807-98, none in the two following
years, eight in 1900-1901, ten in 1901-1902, and three in 1902-1903.

* “The gravemen of the complaint shortly put is this: that the Subordinate
il Sorvice has virtually ceased to be the chiof recruiting ground for the
Proviacial Service. )

“Tt may not be out of place to suggest that some fixed principle be adoptad

in pro:PotinE a Sub-Deputy to a Deputy Coilectorship, and that a certain
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proportion of vacancies in the ranks of Deputy Colleciors be laid down as
reserved for Sub-Deputy Collectors. As regards the promotions of Sub-Depufy
Collectors to the Provincial Civil Sezvice, not only should they be definite and
regular, but the choice of officers recommending the promotions should be
based on considerations of seniority of service, coupled with those of merit
and rapidity in passing the departmental examinations,”

The Hon’ble the PresipeNT said:—*1 am sorry to interrupt the Hon'’ble
Member. I would ask him to consider what immediate connection there is
between the governing principle in the promotion of Sub-Deputy Collectots
and the grant made in the Badget of 1903-1904 for the improvement of

their status.”

The Hon’ble Basu CHATURBHOOS SAHAY explained —“I bow to Your
Honour’s decision. My intention was to show that while the grant in the
Budgot for Sub-Deputy Collectors is under consideration, the question of
promotion which would naturally affect the Budget should be discussad.”

The Hon'ble the Prusment said :—“I think the Hon’ble Member would
gain his purpose more effectively if he addressed the Government separately at
a more fitting moment. This is hardly the moment to discuss abstruse
questions at a time when our attention is directed to the Budget. The Govern-
ment will be very glad to hear what he has to say in another manner and at
another time.”

The Hon’ble Basu CHATURBHOOS SAHAY continued:—*‘I will pass on to
another subject with Your Honour’s permission, and that is in connection with
the question of the re-grading of Munsifs, While desiring to express the deep
gratitude of the community for the action taken by Government in the matter
of the re-grading of Munsifs, I beg leave |to make a suggestion, which, if
adopted, will enhance the value of the measure. The work of some Munsifs
includes the trial of cases involving sums reaching Rs. 2,000. The Munsif
here joins hands with the Sub-Judge, and I would therefore venture to
suggest that either an additional grade of Munsifs or an additional grade of
Sub-Judges, on a salary of Rs. 500, be created. This would go a great way
towards rendering the Sub Judicial Service more attractive.

“But while the Munsif’s interests are being considered, I would put in a
plea for the humbler but no less necessary Amlah. The ministerial staff of
the Munsif’s Court consists of officers who are always underpaid and over-
worked. The matter has frequently been taken into consideration, but so far
not much has been done for the Province as a whole. As matters stand, the
consequences are of no trifling character. The low pay does not attract
efficient men, and the heavy work results in ever accumuluting arrears which

ress heavily upon the interests of suitors. I would beg most earnestly that
@our Honour will take into consideration the advisebility of strengthening
this class of officers and of grenting them better pay and prospects.

/ “Before leaving the subject of the Judiciary, I am tempted tooffer & remark
on the Judicial branch of the Indian Civil Service. The needé and oxigencies
of the country demand that officers of ripe expetience, sound judgment and
marked ability should be appointed as District Judges. But this branch of
th service is not sufficiently attractive to draw to itself men with these high
qualifications. I venture, therefore, in the interests of the administration of
justice, to urge upon the Governraent the necesaity of rendering this service
more attractive,

“I do not intend to occupy the time of the Council by speakire &
on ihe subject of the Police. pﬁemaxka on this poing woulzl' bg eithegr alrni!&:egetsl-l
sary or premature, in view of the inquiry at present being conducted by the
Police Commission. But I wish to draw Your Honour’s attention to a parti-
cular statement in the Governmeut Resolution on the Police Administration
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fox the year 1901, With reference to bad livelihood cases it is stated in the
Basolut!oll that in the Patna Division, which is stigmatised ag the worst in
this respect (and to which 1 have the honour to belong), 1,318 cascs were
instituted, out of which only 585 were tried in the villages of the accused
persons, and that out of 1,042 persons, from whom security was demanded,
only 44, or 4 per cent., were so fortunate as to produce security which was
accepted. Both statements furnish food for reflection, and the second scoms
to me particularly suggestivo. Why should the required security not have
been furnished in so vast a proportion of cases? The public will be driven
to*conclude either that the sum required was prohibitive in amount, or—and
this scems to be more likely—that a power was operative Dbchind tho seenes
to prevent the furnishing of security, a power whose iength of arm and
strength of muscle eftcctively terrorise those who might otherwise be willing
to render assistance to men who stand in need of it. I trust that Your Honour
will take steps which may effectively put a stop to this deplorable state of
things.

““The revenue under Stamps is expected to show an increase of 8 lakhs
over the Budget Estimate for the last year, and an increase of three quarters
of a Jakh over the Revised Estimatc. The steady risc in the revenne under
thisehead from year to year is, in the absence of definite information as to
its cause, not altogether encouraging. Among other things it may point to
increasing litigation, and it may also point to a growing indebtedness of a
certain section or sections of the community, if the crease is partly due to
the sale of stamp-papers required for the transactious of borrowimg and lending.
I beg lecave, therefore, to suggest that inquiry be made into this mattec with
a view to ascertaining—

{@) the extent of the sale of stamp-papers for the purpose of securing
loans ;

(b) the class of people who buy them;
(¢) the class of people from whom the money is borrowed.

“ An inquiry of this kind may possibly throw a valuable sidelight upon the
economic condition of our agricultural population.

“ Turning now to tlic question of Exciso, I notice that the net inereaso of
revenuc under this head for 1901-1902 over the figurcs for the previous year
was 32 lakhs, the largest increase on record till then. That record has sinco
been surpassed, and the results of scttlements for 1902-1903 show an increase
of income, amounting to no less than 4} lakhs, over the income of the preced-
ing year. These figuies aro simply phenomenal, and call for notice. Tho
incredse i explained in various places of the Government Report for 1901-
1902, as due to better settlements and increased consumption of liquor. The
following extract from page 10 of the Report bears out my statement:—

‘The increase was largest in Patna (Re. 14,542), due to better settlements and 1ncreased
consumption of distillery liquor on acoount of competition among the vendors  Ilazaribagh
comes vext with an increase of Re. 6,452, due to the settlement of distillery shops at
enbanced fees and to increused consamption on account of good orops. The increase of
Rs. 5,018 in Saran was due to increased consuraption, owing to the 1eduction in the retail price
of khasta, or weak liquor. In Darbhanga the consumption shows a further rise of 865 gallons
L. P.,, dus to ccmpefition among the vendors and the manufacture of weak liquor at &6
TU. P. o meet the local demend.’ "

* This extract shows clearly enough that the principle declared to lie at the
base of the Excise policy of Government has not been followed in Bihar, what-
ever may have Leen its fate elsewhere, That principlo has always been under-
stood to mean that a maximum income should be raised out of a minimum
consumnption, and that while siming at a Inciative revenue out of Excise duties,
Government would take pains to see that increased consumption of liquor did
not reshlt from its policy. An unpleasant fecling will he engendered in the
mind of the public, that increased consumption of hquor is the real bencfactor
fo Goveinment revenues under this head. I veunturc, therefore, to draw Your
Honour’s sattontion to what must be regerded as a scrious matter, and trust
that Government wili do what it can to check tho evil of drunkenuess which,
to judge from the Goverm;mnt }':‘xcise Report, seems to be on the increase
among the lower orders in this Province.
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“ At the risk of seeming somewhat quizotic, I would place before+Ygur
Honour & proposition relating to Juil Administration, which I believe toJbe
of importance, I venture to think that the inmates of prisons fhould be
regarded as not only entitled to healthy conditions of physical life, but also
as calling for some effort to improve their moral and spiritual condition. This
principle is recognised in England, and to some extent in India also, so far
as relates to Kuropean prisoners. I would suggest its extension to prisoners
of all classes. Persons especially chosen for the work might be engaged to
instruct the prisoners by means of sermons and homilies, and places and times
might be set apart where and when those prisoners who wish to do so might
have the opportunity of saying their prayers each in the way of his inherited
creed, I would respectfully urge that incarceration should be not merely
retributive, but corrective; that the solitudo and the discipline of prison life
not infrequently induce a state of mind which a slight impnlse may turn
into genuine repentance; and that advantage should be taken of every
possib?e opening for the reclamation of evil-doers. I am confident that Your
Honour will treat my suggestion with sympathetic consideration.

““The matter on which I have just spoken naturally brings before the rhind
the thought of bodily health an(i] the affording of relief to bodily dikcase.
In this connection, I venture to say that the paucity of dispensaries in the
rural districts of Bengal is a matter that calls loudly for the attention of the
Government. In the interior of the districts no medical relief can, under
existing conditions, reach the people in times of suffering, Surely it ie not
too much 10 say that public money could not be botter spent than in devising
means whereby medical relief may be brought within the reach of the suffer-
ing poor throughout the Proviuce. I would suggest that a dispensary be
established at or near every thana in the rural distiicts, and I am entitled to
regard my suggostion as distinctly modest in view of the fact that the
Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals is in favour of a widea multiplicatiofi of
dispensaries than 1 am praying for.

“The quostion of Dispensaries leads me to tho question of Plague expen-
diture in Bihar. As the Goverment is well aware, plague is working frightful
havoe in the Bihar districts, and the effoits and resources of local officers who
arc doing their best to combat this formidable foe stand in urgent need of
assistance from Govermment. 1 would respectfully urge that this is not the
time for Government to wait till formal applications are sent in by District
Boards and Municipalitios. Government should take the initiative, and, after
ascertaining the requirements of the infected arcas, should extend a helping
hand to the same. The appcal for funds by Mr. Cumming, the District
Magistrate of Patna, shows to what straits he is put in Lis offorts to cope with
the ravages of plaguc in Bankipur. Your Honour’s note to Mr. Growse, the
District Magistrate of Saran, while evincing an anxious solicitude for the
afflictod peoplo of that district, leads us to feel a hope that under Your
Honour’s Government the hands of District Boards and Municipalities and
officials will bo strengthened by Provincial contributions from public funds.
I make my appeal with the greater confidence in view of the fact that there
has been a considerable reduction in Plague charges due to the abolition of
Plaguc Camps.

“ There are cortain matters connected espogially with Bihar to which I
would respectfully invite Your Honour’s attention :—

“(a) Thore is not a single Bihari, Hindu or Muhammadan in the higher
ranks of the Opium Service. This is a Servico, as Your Honour knows, is
ospecially connectod with Bihai, and the whole of the Opium Revenue in
Bongal is derived from that part of the Province. It is not unnatural, therefore
that the Bihari should indulge the aspiration of serving in the graded branch’
of the Opium Service, and I would ask Your Honour to consider our request
Ahat when next this Government nominates an Indian candidate to a vacancy
in the higher ranks of thedepartment, it will be graciously pleased to bestow
its nomination upon a Bihari, be he Hindu or Muhammadan, who may reasonably
he cousidered fit for this appointment. I trust that Your Honour will not
coneider this request unreasonable or unworthy of consideration.
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“ ?) The second mattor I wish to place before Your Honour also takes the
form Qf a request. Tho establishment of a Modical Collogo in the contre of
Bibar isa great dosideratuwm, and that principally for two reasons,—first, that
a supply of first rato medical assistance for the growing wants of the people
of Bihar may be accelerated ; and, secondly, that a new and desirable outlet
may be provided for the better intellect of the community. As matters stand,
the educated Bihari has to choose between Government service and the logal
profession. The medical profession is practically out of the question, for the
distance of Calcutta from Bibar districts, tho lack of a proper system of
hostels for Bihari students in Calcutta, the greater expenso of living in the
metropolis, and other considerations of a like nature, practically prevent
Bihari students from joining the Calcutta Medical Collego. But tho province
is growing in culture aud importance, and with this growth there naturally
comes an increasing desire to find fresh outlets for legitimate ambitions,
Bihar certainly deserves the fostering care of the Government; its historical
and political character, its gcographical facilities, its commercial and fiscal
importance, claim for it no small consideration from its Rulers. 1 would urge
wpon Your Honour the advisability of providing for the people of Bihar
opportunities of cntering cvery department of professional life. We have a
Grst-grade Arts College and Law classcs; we have an Engineering School which
may soon be a College; we are likely to have an Agricultural Collego at Poosa,
and if Your Honour will complete the work of your predecessors, Sir Goorgo
Qampbell and Sir Richard Temple, and give us a Medical College or the
beginnings of one, we shall be well equipped for the battle of life. I am
hopeful enough to believe that & new era is dawning upon my province, and I
trust that Your Honour will hasten its dawn, and enable us to be in no way
behind other provinces in the roquisites for a vigorous and independent lifo.

“(¢) Ialluded & moment ago to the Bihar School of Engineering, for the
establishment of which the people of my province are sinceroly grateful to
Government. 1 would now beg leave to urge that the School bo raised 1o the
status of a College. P’roposals for so raising it have been mado, and I trust
that they will be carricd through. In answer to a question put by me at a
Council meeting the other day, I was given to understund that a grant hus been
mude by Government for the equipment of the School with the necessary
requisites for an efficient laboratory and plant, and if this has been done, there
scems to be mo acuson why the development of the School into a Coilege
should be any longer delayed. It is waost desirable that in the matter of
professional education Bihar should be self-contained,

“In concluding my remarks on the Financial Statcment, I wish to turn for
e’ moment to the question of Agriculture and Irrigation. The Agriculturel
prospects of the countrly depend at present entirely nupon soasonuble and well-
distributed rainfull. The uncertainty of the rainfall has, under the bemga
rule of the distinguished Statesman who presides over the destinics of the
Indian Empire, Lrought into cxistence the Irrigation Commission which is
inquiring into the wants and requirements of the whole country, and whose
labours will soon be brought to a close. The Commission has visited Bihar,
and I had the honour of giving evidence before it, It has inquired into the
necessity of having Irrigation works for the Ishabua Sub-division, which is the
most ex;;osed to drought, as I had the honour to point out to the Council last
year. The inquiries of the Commission have been followed by an inquiry on
the part of local experts into the particular nature and feasibility of the
Irrigation works that can be provided for that sub-division. I may be allowed
to renew my appeal and repeat my roquest that tho present Government, which
has as its head an Administrator possessing a full knowledge of the locality and
of the especial need for artificial Irrigation works, will take up the matter with
the «arnestness that the importance of the subject demands, and will work out
the salvation of the people of that sub-division.

“ As regards Agricultural Reform in its varions branches, the subject 1s
receiving the best attention both of the Government of India and of the
Government of Bengal, as the proceedings of the Suprcme Council at its last
weeting clearly shew. We may hope, therefore, that better days are in store
for the people of this country,
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« Before taking my seat, I beg leave to offer a suggestion to Your Honour*
regarding the procedure of this Council on the Financial Statement. My<
suggestion is that a day should be fixed before the presentation of the Budget,
on which proposals relating to proper subjects and methods of expenditure
might be invited. Such proposals might, if approved of, find a place in the
Budget. Under the existing system we do not make the acquaintance of the
Budget until it has attsined finality, and any remarks or suggestions which
may be submitted for consideration in connection with it, lose what force they
may have by the mere fact that in most cases they cannot, from the nature of,
the caso, produce any immediato result. The possibility of a remote result
being achieved is further diluted by the lapse of time, and it may often happen
that criticisms and suggestions, which under other circumstances might be
useful and productive, are rendered barren and inoperative, I humbly
commend the matter to Your Honour’s attention.” ./

The Hon’ble Manarasa Maninpra CHANDRA Naxpy, of Cossimbazar,
said :— It is impossible for a non-official Member to look over the figures in the
Budget and the policy which they embody without offering to the Government
his congratulations. We may not be able to felicitate the Government on the
happy scttlement of large and difficult financial considerations with which the
Tmperial Council deals, but we have before us important issues which affect the
good government of the Province and the happinessof its teeming millions, and,
Sir, I am bound to say they have been dealt with in this Budget in the spirit pf
fairness and with an earnest desire to do justice to all interests which clallenze
our unhesitating approval.

“The Budget which we arc now considering will be tlie last under
the Provincial Contract made in 1897 and which has been extended for
special reasons for two years. The settlement of the Provincial Contract has
been always a source of fruitful controversy between the Provineial and
Imperial Governments. Sir, you rightly interpreted the popular sentiment
on the subject when yon said from your place in the Imperial Council the
other day that the Province looked forwsrd with the greatest interost to the
settlement of the coming Provincial Contract. This Councilendorses the hope,
which you so eloquently expressed, that when the final decision of this important
matter has been arrived at by the Government of India, it wili be found that
¢ Bengul has obtained a larger share of the revenuéunder the divided heads and
abovo all things a greater permanancy of allotment.” Sir, ours is a progiessive
Provinco, the centre of all those forces which contribute to the culture and
enlightenment of not enly this Province but of vast areas Jying outside it, and
the resources available to the Government ought to be in keeping with our

owing wants, We thankfully note that tho Government of India have in
their generosity from time to time aided the I’rovincial Government and have
placed funds at its disposal for various useful and important purposes. That
the Government of India should have done so is, I vonture to submit, proof
positive that the allotments made under the Provincial Contract were not
adequate to meet the growing wants of our progressive Province, and in this
connoction 1 fecl that I must express the gratitude of my countrymen to Your
Honour for your noble appeal from your place in the Imperial Council for a just
and adequate recognition of the financial claims of this Province when the
Contract is made nexi year.

““ Your Honour sct forth in review the various necds of the Province and
how it is impossible to do justice to them with the funds at our disposal.
Among theee matters there was one in which I may be said to fecl a personal
interest and to which Your Honour referred in the course of your speech, viz.,
the clearance and the drodging of the Bhagirathi. I thankfully admit that a
sum of five lakhs of rupees has been provided under this head in the Budgct
Estimate of 1903-1004. 1am no expert and cannot undertake to say whether
the amount provided will be sufficicnt for the completion of the work. But I
am sure that the Govornment having taken the work in hand will see it through
and effcetively provide for tho clearance of a stream which is the high road for
trade and commerce to several districts of Bengal. The decline of the trade
of the important district of Murshidabad, which was once the seat of the capital
of the province and might be regarded as the cradle of British power in India,
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wab largely due to the silting up of the Bhagirathi and the ement of
shose operatti‘ons, the need of which has now been happily m by the
Gd!ern;nen

# The silting up of the Bhagirathi must also be considered from another
point of view. %‘he sanitation of the place has greatly suffered ; and though
the introductionsof a supply of pure water has done something towards ‘:;ie
improvement of the sanitary condition of the town of Berhampur, the district
unhappily continues to be a prey to the occurrence of malarious fever which
counts its victims by thousands and inflicts nameless sufferings upon many
more thousands. If the preservation of the health of the people is the supreme
concern of Government, as I venturc to think it is, the prosecution of the
dredging operations which Your Honour’s Government has undertaken becomes
a matter, I might almost say, of paramount importance.

“One of the happy features of the Budget isthe continuity of Policy which
it displays. Lieutenant-Governors come and go; Secretaries of Government
are translated to higher spheres; but the beneficent policy which marks the
measures of (Fovernment continues its even course. For the last fow years the
attention of Government has been drawn to the urgent necessity of improving
the status of the Provincial Service in both its branches. Something has been
dode in this direction and the country gratefully acknowledgesit. But much
mdre yet remains to be done both as regards the Provincial Service and other
cognate services, the status of which remains unchanged and unimproved. The
Government is sensible of its obligations in this respect. You, Sir, were pleased
to Bbserve that the prospects of the Subordinate Judicial Servico and of the
Educational Service in Bengal, both Provincial and Subordinate, arc far from
good, and it is admitted that both requirc reform which only awaits the allot-
ment of funds. It is evideut from the above that you arc prepared to improve
the status and position of these Services, if only the necessary funds were forth-
coming. I can only express the hope that funds will be forthcoming and that
the much-needed reforms in regard to both these Scrvices will be brought within
the range of practical politics by the allotment of larger funds under the
approaching Provineial ggntract.

‘I rejoice to learn that before long an improvemont may be announced in
the prospects of the Subordinate Kxecutive Service. I find that a sum of
Rs. 70,000 has been allotted in the Budget Estimate for the improvement of
the status of Sub-Deputy Collectors. This follows as u necessary corollary to
the improvement of the status of the Provincial Service. The schome |
understand, now awaits the consideration of the Government of India. I trust
the necessary sanction will soon be forthcoming and the grievance of this
deserving class of public servants will have become a thing of the past.

"¢ A sum of two lakhs of rupees has been provided for Munsits’ Courts and
residences. I should like to know how much of this amount is to be devowed to
the construction of Munsifs’ quarters. Will the Financial Secretary be good
enough to let me know how many Munsifs’ residences have been erected up till
now and their total cost ?

“I find that a sum of two lakhs of rupees has been provided for the
residences of Government officials. I should like to have some details about
the class of officials who are thus to be provided for. We have heard a great
deal about the laws’ delays, specially in reference to the High Court; and last

ear provision was made for the appointment of a Puisne Judge. But the
gu e was not appointed. The public would like to have some explanation of
the fact fuller than what has been given in the note. No less an authority than
one of His Majesty’s Jud%ee, the Hon’ble Mr. Justice Rampini, speaking from
his place in the Imperial Council, observed that the number of our Subordinate
Judﬁes is not oqual to meet the requirements of litigation, and that unless a
further temporary increase in the number of Subordinate Judges is promptly

ranted as need arises, arrears will increase so rapidly as to exceed the powers
of the Courts to deal with them.d 'Il'lhf:11 ;itubztion giuoad deacriﬁ by a high and

mpetent authority is grave and sho remedied, speci rd bein

ﬁdli:g the fact tba{ the administration of justice in these Pro{i:geg: leaves g
handsome balance which, 1 venture to submit, should in the first instance be
devoted to the improvements of the efficiency of our system of justice
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“Under Education the Financial Sccretary remarks: ‘There {nas
been an apparent failure to expend Rs. 12,28,000. Will the Hon'ble Member
be 80 good as to explain the cause of this failure? For, if there is one.subjett
more than another in regard to which the public are anxious that the whole
of the grant should be spent, it is the grant in connection with Education;
for the fact remains that, having regard to the needs of so vast & population as
that of Bengal, the Educational grant is deemed inadequate, and the Government
felt itself under the need of devoting a good portion of the grant which it
received from the Government of India to the promotion of Education, For
various reasons public attention has been largely drawn to the Educationgl
problem. It is one of those questions to which His Excelleucy the Viceroy pays
special attention, and the public demand is for more money being spent upon

ducational purposes, At such a time it must be a watter of regret that the
whole of the grant under Education could not be spent in 1902-1903.

“] am glad to note that the grant to the District Boards has been renewed
this year, and that the sum of Rs. 50,000 has been provided under this head
in the Budget FEstimates. Though this is much less than what was granted
lust year, viz., Rs. 1,50,000, still it indicates tho acceptance of the prmciple
that these grants will form a permanent recurring charge in the Provincial
Budget. I trust that the Provincial Contract which is to be made next year
will enable the Local Government to render substantial help to the District
Boards from year to year. '

¢ Once again I desire to offer my congratulations tothe Government on the
Budget which has been laid before us,”

The Hon’ble Dr. Asurosn MuknopADHYAYA said :—¢“It is customary on the
occasion of the annual discussion of the Financial Statement in this Council to
offer our congratulations to the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Financial
Department, and 1 bave no desire on the present occasion to depart from that
practice. It would be idle to affirm that the allotments which have been made
under the various heads will give satisfaction to everybody, but it must be
admitted by the most unfriendly eritic that the statement bears unmistakeble
evidence on the face of it of a desire on the part of Government to recognise the
existence of pressing needs in various directions and to make provision for their
removal as far as practicable.

‘I rejoice to find that the substantial sum of two lakhs has been set apart
for the accommodation of Munsifs and their Courts, and I trust that at the end
of the next financial year, Government will not only tell us that the whole of
this amount has been actually expended, but also make further provision in the
same direction.

‘1 further rejoice to find that it is proposed to spend over three lakHs of
rupees for the construction of a Surgical ward and of a Pathological block in the
Calcutta Medical College Hospital, and I trust that this sum also will be actually
spent during the year.

‘“These are all grants which will enable Government to carry out reforms
which are urgently needed and which will be thankfully welcomed ; but I must
not omit to invite attention tv a smaller grant of a very different character,
namely, the grant of Rs. 60,000 for the preservation of the Kanarak tersple and
of the Rhotas fort and palace. This desire on the part of Government to pre-
serve our ancient monuments is highly appreciated by every truly cultured man,
and I trust that the policy which has been recently inaugurated will be persist-
ontly followed.

“ With your permission, Sir, I shail now pass on from these general
observations to the detailed examination of the subject in which I am speciall
interested, namely, the subject of Education. I regret to say that in this
matter there is substantial ground for complaint. I say so with great deliber-
ation, and I shall endcavour to prove my statement to the fullest extent. It
will be in the recollection of Hon’ble Members that last year the Govern-
ment of India found it ible to place at the disposal of the Government of
Bengal & sum of ten lakhs of rupees to be spent for Educational purposes.
I took the liberty of referring to considerations which, in m judgment, ought -
not to have been overlooked when the details of the distribution of /this sum
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oa to be finally determined. 1 pressed upon the notice of Government the
necessity of improving the status of Educational officers, but I was assured that
theelaings of Primary Education were paramount, and that the Imperial grant
must be utilised in the first instance for the strengthening and promotion of
Primary Education. I would have loyally accepted this decision of Govern-
ment if it had been carried into effect, but let us examine for & moment the
actual facts.

“I find it stated in paragraph 5 of the Explanatory Notcs on the present
Financial Statement that a sum of over five lakhs of rupecs have been actually
spved out of this Imperial grant of ten lakhs. But this is not all. Part at
least of this Imperial grant of ten lakhs has been unquestionably spent for
ordinary purposes which ought to have been met out of the ordinary Provin-
cial grant for Education, I base these observations upon the facts contained
in Statements A and B laid on the table in answer to t.ge question put by my
hon’ble friend Babu Chaturbhooj Sahay. It seems to me inconcelvable how
there can be any justification for utilising this special Imperial grant of ten
lakhs for purchase of rice for the boys of tho Alipore Reformatory School, or for
gas lights in the Eden Hindu Hostel, or for the construction of book-shelves in
the Library of the Patna College.

* «“In order to enable the Ilon’ble Member in charge of Education to meet
my arguments, I will formyulate the principles which, 1 maintein, eught to be
followed with reference to the special Imperial grant of ten lakhs. In the first
place, I maintain that this grant of ten lakhs ought not to induce the Govern-
meht of Bengal to reduce, what I may call, she normal Provincial grant for
Education. In the second place, I maintain that an effort ought to be made
to spend the whole of these ten lakhs for Educational purposes during the year.
In the third place, I maintain thatif the whole of it 18 not spent during the
year and is allowed to lapse, in the following yecar the Provincial graut ought
tg show a corresponding increase. 1 will illustrate biiefly the principles 1 have
enunciated.

¢ Assume that the annual Provincial grant for Education is thirty-two
lakhs, and that the Government of India in a particular year makes an
Imperial grant of ten lakhs for tho promotion of Educution. Is there any
justification on the part of the Local Government to spend less than forty-two
lakhs ? T submit there can be no justification whatsoever. Nobody has
suggested that the Provincial finances are unable to bear the burden of thuity-
two lakhs a year for Education. Why should then Government, as soon as it
receives the Imperial grant, proceed to cffect a saving out of the Provincial
grant and spend the amount so saved for purposes other than Educational ?

. ‘““Then, again, I submit that it is equally incontestable that the whole ot
the Imperial grant ought to be spent for the purpose for which it was made.
If, by reason of any unforeseen circumstances, it cannot be spent during the
year, and consequently lapses, the Provincial grant for the following vear
should in all fairness be correspondingly increased. Look at the matter from
what point of view you will, the substance of the transaction is that fully five
lakhs out of the ten lakhs which was placed at the disposal of the Government
of Bongal by the munificence of the (gnvemment of India has not been spent
for Educational purposes, and has been allowed to lapse, with the inevitable
conseyuence that it will be improperly appropriated for purposes other than
Educational. I desire, Sir, to enter my most emphatic and unqualified protest
against this action of the Government of Bengal.

“I find, Sir, that the Government of Indin has this year again made
another grant of ten lakhs of rupees for Education, and I find from the Budget
that it is proposed to spend the whole of this sum along with the normal
Provincial grant of thirty-two lakhs. I trust, Sir, we shall not bo told at the
end of the year that Goverument has found it impossible to spend the whole
of the forty-two lakhs for Fducational purposes, and that it bas effected 2
saving of five lakhs. For whether we say that the whole of the Provincial

t has been spent and a saving of five lakhs has been effected out of the

perial grant, or whether we say that the whole of the Imperial grant has
been spent and a saving of five lakhs has been effected out of the Piovincial
grant, either position seems to me to be indefensible, if the so-called saving is
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applied for purposes other than Educational; if such a contingency reghats
ilgglf, the Government of India will be perfectly justified in saying *‘we
never intended that you should reduce your normal grant by reasop of~vur
Imperial grant, and if you do not know how to spend the Imperial grant, it
must be reduced.’ )

“ This brings me, Sir, to the consideration of the question which I pressed
upon the notice of Governmeat last year, namely, the improvement of the
status of Educational officers. 1 venture to think, Sir, that when it was found
that the paramount claims of Primary Education would not absorb the whole
of ten lakhs, a portion, at any rate of the surplus, might have been applied
for the improvement of the status of the Educational Service. I pointed out,
Sir, that the claims of the Education Department have been systematically
ignored, and that its interests have been subordinated to those of the other
departments of the public service. I pointed out further that the Govern-
ment holds out better prospects to our young men in the Judicial and
Executive Services than it does in the Educational Service, and that the
inevitable consequence has been that our most distingnished graduates prefer the
Judicial and the Executive Branches of the Service.

“The Hon’ble Member who was in charge of Education last year did,not
and could not controvert these statements, but he maintained that the work_ of
a member of the Educational Service cannot be compared, as regards difficulty,
anxioty and responsibility, with that of an officer of the Judicial or Magisterial
Service. I confess, Sir, I was surprised to hear this view maintained by an
officer of marked ability and conscientiousness like the Hon’ble Mr. Macpherson.
I entirely dissent from this view, and I have no hesitation in submitting that
the status of the members of the Provincial Educational Service ought not
to be lower thau the status of the members of the Provincial Judicial and
Executive Services.

“ My own opinion upon this matter may be worth nothing, but I am fortifitd
in my views by the opinions of men whose authority cannot be questioned. So
far back as 1854, Sir Charles Wood, in the great Kducation Despatch of 1854,
said: *Our wish is that the profession of school masters may for the future
afford inducement to the natives of India, such as are held out in other
branches of the public service.” The policy so clearly enunciated was affirmed
in the Education Despatch of 1859 from Lord Derby, in the Education
Despatch of 1870 from the Duke of Argyll, and in the letter of the Government
of India upon the Report of the Kducation Commission of 1882. I do not
propose to trouble you with extracts from these despatches, as they haveno
longer to be sought out in musty Blue-books, but may be found in the
valuable History of Bengal under the Lieutenant-Governors by the, Hon’ble
Mr. Buckland. I would only takethe liberty to read to you the eloquent
words of His Excellency the Viceroy in one of his Convocation addresses :
‘I turn to these young men who are going to be teachers of others, I pray
them to recognise the gravity and responsibility of their choice. Rightly
viewed, theirs is the foremost of sciences, the noblest of professions, the most
intellectual of arts. The first thing I would have you remember is, that you
ai;e {110’1; entering upon an easy or an idle profession. It is Zke most responsible
of all.

I fervently hope, Sir, we shall hear no longer, not at any rate in this
Council, that the work of a member of the Educational Service is less respon-
sible than the work of a member of the Provincial Judicial or Executive
Service, and that consequently his remuneration ought to be less.

“I earnestly invite the attention of the Goverament to the question of the
status of the members of the Kducational Service;the initial pay is much
lower, the prospects of promotion more remote, and the maximum salary also
is smaller than in the Executive and Judicial Services. The remedy which I
would suggest would be first to raise the pay of the lowest grade to the same
scale a8 in the Provincial Executive and J}:a icial Services, and, secondly, to
increase the number of appointments in the higher grades.

_ “There are two minor points in connection with Education to which I
desire to mako a brief referenve. On turning to heading 22, I find that the
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Gdvernment spends annually Rs. 9,000 for the maintenance of Law Colleges.
It “has been pointed out by the Universities Commission that tho provision
which is made for law teaching in the Government Colleges in the mufassal is
extremely inadequate, and I would suggest, for the consideration of the Govern-
ment, either that the provision should be made adequate, or that theso noninal
classcs should be abolished.

“The other matter to which I wish to draw your attention is the provi-
sion made for an Assistant Dircctor of Public Instruction. I have not been
ablo to find any indication as to the precive duties and functions of thia
new officer. But I would venture to hope that it will now be found possible
to carry out more satisfactorily the scheme which the Government has under-
taken for prescribing text-books for our schools. 7The manner in which that
scheme has boen worked recently, has caused a great deal of complaint and
dissatisfaction which, I regret to say, is unfortunately well tounded. The
manner 1 which theso books have boen approved has been extremely
unsatisfactory, and the result has been so deplorable that I decline to behevo
that the Dircctor of Pubhc Instruction could have exercised any real personal
supervision over this matter. The books which have beeu approved are
many of them of such a character that they would not be toleiated for a
moment if they wero not positively forced upon the authorities of schools.
They are originally submutted in Enghsh and subscequently translated into
vernacalar, the resalt being that the vernacular which 1s placed in the hands
of sfudents is half Anglicised, half San<kiitised. The consequence is that
the genuine vernacular text-book has been swept out of caistence and has
been replaced by manuals which may benefit a particular firm of publishers,
bat certainly do not benefit the students. I am further surprised to find that
these precious manuals are to be {forced uron all schools, and 1 bave in m
hands a Circular marked Cenfidential for the attainment of this laudable object.
Wﬁy anything in matters Educational should be labelled Confidential 1 cannot
conceive, except 1t be this: that it is obviously unreasonable and will not stand
the test of ciiticism. 1 hopoe, Sir, that the new Assistant Director of 'ublie
Instruction will either look into the matter himself, o render it possible tor the
Dircetor to scrutinise the matter with the carc and caution it descrves.”

' Tho Hon'ble Rar Tarm Presuan, Banavui, said:—“1 feel no hesitation
in calling 1t a Diosperity Budget in the tiue sense of the term, and I
must congratulate the Government and tho Ion’ble the Financial Secretary
on placing such a Budget before us. It mot only shows a good administra-
tion in the past, but also promises such m futwie. It is sometimes gaid
that'it is illle to make any suggestion n Counal about tho Budget, which is
a eut and dned thing carefully iramed by tho Hon’ble the Fmancial Scerctary,
who is thoroughly alive to his responsibility in the matter, and considered by
the Local Government and passed by the Government of India.  But 1 do not
share in such feeling, as I have very often found Government giving effect to
the suggestions made on such occasions by the non-official Members of the
Council, and I sincerely beliove that if we can convince the Governinent that
our gricvances are just and reasonable and within its power to remedy them,
it will do sp. I therefore venture to mnotice some of the salicnt items of the
Budget now placed before us.

“ Perhaps I would be charged for partiality to Bhagalpur in making my
appeal on bega‘f of the Bhagalpur Division for several remedics, but sice 1802
Bhagalpur has had no opportunity of scnding its representative to this Council
till September lost, when I had the honour of being roturued by the Hhugal{;ur
public as their representative to represent its gricvances to the Council.  Thas,
1 trust, will be dcemed a justification of my action in this conneetion.

“‘Lookiug at page 19 of the Budget, I find that under the head ¢Land
Records and Agriculture,” the cost of supermteudence has been estimated at
*Rs. 55,000 a8 against Rs. 44,000 in the Budget for 1002-1903. There was a
sul-head in that Badget ¢ Establishment of Agrienltural Banks,’ for which a
sum of Rs. 15,000 was allotted ; but the Budget under discussion shows that the
sub-head ¢ Superintendence’ included that sum of Rs. 15,000, In the present
Budget there has been no specific allotment for Agricultural Banks, but the
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amount under the sub-head of ‘Superintendence’is higher than the actunaror
1900-1901, and the estimates of 1901-1902 and 1902-1203. I shall be gﬁ'd'to
know if this sum of Rs. 55,000 includes any provision for establishing an
Agricultural Banks over and above the 48 Agricultural Banks already started.
I am glad to notice that the Government of India has recently made some
arrangements for the better supervision of the Agricultural Department, but
I am afraid no amount of supervision by the heads of the Department can
lead to any ve? practical goqd, unless the lessons of Agriculture be practi-
cally brought home to the minds of the cultivators. To further this objegt,
I would recommend formation of Agricultural Committees in each district of
the Province and establishment of more experimentel farms like those which
have already been started at Burdwan, Dumraon, &e. Agricuitural exhibitions
in different parts of the Province held under the patronage and encouragement
of the Government will greatly add to the usefulness of such institutions.

¢ I next come to the head of ¢ Polico Reforms.” Much has been said of late
both by officials and the general public, including my humble self as a witness
before the l'olice Commission about the inefliciency of the present Police. I
convey my sincere thanks to Government for the provision of four lakhs in *the
Budget for general reforms in that Department. 1see a provision has®also
been made for the revision of the establishment at the training school for Sub-
Inspectors. But it does not aEpear what amount has been set apart for it, or
how it will be spent. The Police Training School, as at present constituted,
does not efficiently teach the cadets the art of investigation of cases. Fornfterly
the period of training was three months, which has now been raised to six
months, but I think this is not sufficient, and it should be raised to one year.

« Further, the mock investigations held in the premises of the school for
giving a practical training to the cadets are worthless. In fact, the cadets
after leaving the school are placed entirely in the hands of the old class, of
head-constables in the matter of learning the investigation work and are soon
corrupted by them. Now that & grant has been made for revision of the estab-
lishment, I Kumbly request Your Honour, if that ‘ﬁmnt. be sufficient, to consider
the desirability of placing the town of Bhagalpur under the charge of the
Police Training School. Already there are one Assistant Superintendent and
three tors of approved service in that Institution, but they are over-
worked. ith an addition of a few more Inspectors as Instruetors and with
certain other changes, I tbink the scheme will meot with success. It will give
the cadets an exoeﬁent opportunity of learning the investigation work practically.

“ [f this scheme do not find favour with the Government, I beg to suggost
that the town Police station may be made a model station to which the cadets
raay be taken for the purposes of training in the investigation work,” ./v/

The Hon’ble the PRESIDKNT said —*‘‘May I ask the Hon’ble Member as I
did the Hon’ble Babu Chaturbhooj Sahay to confine his remarks to the Budget
on this occasion, I would ask him to consider whether he does wisely in taking
up the time of the Council in dealing with these matters with regard to Police
establishment when we are here to consider the Financial Statement. I think
if he would,:levote his attention to larger matters, it might be more conducive
to business, ‘

The Hon’ble Rar TarmNr Pgrsuap, Banapus, continued:—“I beg Your
Honour’s pardon. I will leave this subject and proceed to deal with other
matters.

“ I next turn to the subject of Education. T'o begin with, I, on behalf of
the Division I represent, must thank the Government of India for the very hand-
some grant of ten lakhs of rupees for the cause of Education. I do not like to
detain the Council by an elaborate discussion of the subject, as the" whole
system of Education in all its branches will be remodelled after the Government
of India have passed its final resolutions on the revort of the Universi
Commission, On this occasion I shall chiefly deal with the subject of
Primary Education. Primary Education is imparted in the lower classes of
secondary schools as well as the primary schools. It is a matter of great
setisfaction to find that in the present Budget fair sums have been set
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upart for the iwprovement of primary education, for training institutions, for
pMmary school teachers, for lower primary scholarships, and for contribution
to Provident Fund for teachers in primary schools. Both expansion and
eonsolidation of Primary Education should be always kept in viow, It is a
matter of great regret that since 1896-97 the number of primary schools as
also the number of primary scholurs have steadily decreased. But I hope
fresh impetus will be gven to the cause of Primary Education by the grants
made in the present Budget. Itis very desirable that teachers, who would
mould and train the minds of the young generations, should themsclves be
trained men, and this purpose will be well served by the training institutions.
The course of study need be carefully revised, and it should be such that it
may teach the boys by object-lessons and make them practically familiar, as
far as possible, with their ancestral crafts.

“Now I beg to draw Your Honour's attention to the backward condition
of the division I represent, and to the necessity of giving it its fair share of the
grant allotted for Primary Education. The situation of this division in com-

parison with the other divisions of the Province will at once appear from the
table 1 hold in my hand:—

Malo popt.latfon of  Percentage of

school-going age papils to

Name of Division, according to population of

the Census school-going
of 1801, ago.
1. Patna - we 1,120,246 144
2. Dacca o 820,993 242
4. Rajshahi ... 659,007 186
4. Bhagalpur .. 649,737 13-8
5. 24-Purganas ... -~ 621,213 280
QOaloutta - 83,804 196
6. Burdwan ... - 617,639 431
7. Chota Nagpur 361,386 18:3
8. Chittagong ... - 364,659 343
9. Origsa 317,359 37
Orissa Tributary Mahals ... 145,496 112

“ The figures tcll their own tales. I necd only say that in point of Educa-
tion the Bhagalpur Division is the most backward in the whole Presidency,
and it therefore deserves the best encouragement at the hands of Your
Honour’'s Government.

“ I have to lay before Your Honour another grievance of the Bhagalpur
Division, 'and that 18 in respect of Technical Education. In these days of
hard competition, when both service and profession are overcrowded, when even
many of our graduates are at their wits’ ends to find a mere subsistence, the
value of Technical Education cannot be over-estimated. Government 1s fully
alive to it, and has been trying its best to expand this system of education,
Technical schools have been established in different parts of the Province.
Technical sides have been added to certain zilla and high schools in pursuance
of the scheme of bifurcation of studies introdaced in the year 1900-1901 for
training students in manufacturing industries as well as in commerce and trade.
At present there is in every Division of the Province, except one, either a
technical school or a technical side to the zilla school, and in some Divisions
threre are both. The unenviable exception is the Bhagalpur Division, which has
not within its whole ra.nFe either a technical school or any technical side
to any zilla or high school. I deewm it my duty to bring this to the notice of
Your Honour’s Government, so that it may be pleased to do what it may think
proper in this connection.

“I next come to the subject of Wator—Supﬂaly. The Council is aware
that Government attaches great importance to the '“{}P]y of pure water for
drinking purposes. This emboldens me to approach Your Honour with this
humble request that Government may be pleased to see to the extension of
water-supply, not only along the District Board roads, but also in the interior,
by issuing instructions to the District Officers to point out while out on tour the

* importance of such supply to tee rich and well-to-do people of their districts,

“Now I proceed to take up the question of the Water-Works 1n tha town
of Bhagalpur. The water-works of Bhagalpur were started in the yeur
188R at a oost of about Rs. 4,12,000 raised mostly by public subscriptions,
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and also partly by debenture loans, which were Ks. 50,000 at an iﬁtel;gal
of Is. 6 per centum per annum. In the year 1895-1896 an extension was mady
of the works when a loan of three lakhs was obtained from Government
at an interest of four per centum per annum on condition of repayment within
30 years by half-yearly instalments of Rs. 8,630-5-5, including interest. The
amount outstanding on that account was Rs. 2,67,092-2-9 at the end of March,
1902. Out of the amount so lent by Government, such of the debenture-
holders as agreod to be repaid were paid off. There remained only one
dobenture-holder who did not accept repayment, The bond of this gentle;
man is for Rs. 22,000 at an interest of six per centum per annum, snd on this
account Rs. 2,000 is paid annually to the Sinking Fund, and Rs. 1,320 is paid
annually for interest. Thus, on this account, & sum of ks, 10,241-12-11 has
accumulated in the Sinking Fund. The following table will give an idea as
to the capability of the Municipality to maintain tho Wator-Works in an
officient condition :—

“ Income under tho head of Water-Works for the year 1901-1902 :-

Re. A ».

Waler-rates . 5w 22,291 1 10
Proportionate share of fines and penalties 140 9 1
Other sources ; 3,209 4 0
Total e 95,600 14 11

“ Expeuditure under the same head and for the same period: —

Rs. a. r

Direct charges 24,682 3 11

Proportionate chargos for collection w. Ll06 4 7
Paymeont of Government loan e 6,349 13 11
5 of interest on Government loan e 10,910 12 11
Deposited in tho Sinking Fund for the deben~
ture loan s i vee 2,000 0 0
Payment of interest on the debentureloan ... 1,420 0 0

Total o 46,309 3 4

“Tt will thus appear that in tho year 1901-1902 tho total charge
under the head of ¢ Water-Works’ was Rs, 46,369-3-4, and the total income was
Re. 25,690-14-11, leaving a deficit of Rs. 20,678-4-5 which was met from the
General Fund. If only the direct charges and the proportionate charges for
collection, which amounted to Rs. 25,788-8-6, be taken into consideration as
against tho total income, even then it will be found that there was a defieit of
Rs. 97-9-7, The total income of the Municipality from all sources during
the year 1901-1902 was Lis. 1,32,789-3-5, while the total expenditure was
Rs. 1,33,233-10-2,

“Having thus placed before Your Honour the financial pesition of the
Municipality, I desire to say a few words about the supply of water by the
Water-Works  Since the year 1899, when thoe river receded from the puwping
station, the supply of water has been not only insufficient but irregular. For
somo time water was brought to the pumping station from stagnant pools in
the bed of a streamlet called Jamunia through channels cut for the purpose.
The water supplicd was of a very inferior quality, but even this supply was
sometimos altogothcr stopped for want of supply through the clmnne{]s. An
experiment was made with & percolation well, but to no purpose; the well
silting up during the rains, Borings were also being made in tho sand, but the
water-bearing strata could not be found even at & depth of fifty feet. There
is a great scarcity of water all over tho town during a greater portion of
the yeur, and the sufferings of the rate-payers are intense., The rate-payers
who have house-connection pay a water rate of 7% per cenfum, and in roturn get
this intermittent supply of water, and even that is not of good quality. There
fs a strain on the resources of the Municipality and the puises of the rate-payers.
Having regard to these circumstances and depending much upoa whet the
Council krows so well that Your Honour rightly attaches great importance to
waier-supply for drink, 1 beg to ai)proach Your Honour to devise any ways
aud mesns to remove this keenly-felt grievance of the rate-payers of tie
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lpur town, which has an area of about 9 square miles, and give
m & sapply of good filtered water.

“ According to the rules and regulations in force in the Sonthal Parganas,
suits valued at Rs. 1,000 and upwards are triable according to the law and
procedure in force in the Regulation districts. Appeals from original decrees
1n suits valued between Rs. 1,000 and Rs. 5,000 lie to the Deputy Commissioner
of the Sonthal Parganas and second appoals to the High Court of Calcutta,
and appeals from original decrees in suits valued over Rs. 5,000 lie direct to the
High Court, and in suits valued at Rs. 10,000 or upwards appeals from the
decrees of the High Court lie to the Piivy Council. In very many cases such
suits, to my personal knowledge, involve many dfficult and complicated
questions of law and fact which require to be deslt with by such Judicial officers
as handle such cases in the Regulation districts where such officers, havin
servod in the several grades of Munsifs and Subordinata Judges, are wcﬁ
grounded in the Civil Law. But in the Sonthal Parganas such important suits
are placed in the hands of officers who cannot be expected, from the very nature
of tﬁa stages of the service they have to go and have gone through, to be
sufficiently able to bandle such suits as the Subordinate Judges and the first

ade Munsifs are able to do in the Regulation districts. The people of the

onthal Parganas are no longer in the same backward state in which they
had originally been. Facilities of communication with the Regulation districts
and people thereof and various other considerations have contributed greatly to
theadvancement of the people of tho Sonthal Parganas, and the civil cases
in which they are now involved arc no longer of the same simple nature as
they were before. In the Chote Nagpur Division there is & Subordinate Judge
located at Ranchi, whose duty it is to try all Subordinate Judge cares of tho
several districts of the Division. Following the lines of the Chota Nagpur
oigil administration, I take the liberty of making a suggestion that the
Government may be pleased to consider tho advisability of providing a
Subordinate Judge for the six sub-divisions of the Sonthal Parganas.

¢ While I make this suggestion, I do not lose sight of the financial position
of the Government. In my humblo opinion the additional cxpenditure to be
incurred in giving effect to my humble request, may not be considerablo: for, if
the Government be pleased to provide a permanent Subordinate Judge for the
Sonthal Parganas, the Sub-divisional Officers will be relieved of their duties ag
Subordinate Judges, and will be able tu devote their time to the trial of more
criminal caces and civil cases below Rs. 1,000 than they can at present do, and
the services of the second officer or the third officer in some of the sub-divisions
may be dispensed with from those places and made available elsewhere in the
Regulatidn districts.

¢ At page 28 of the Budget, I find that a grant has been allowed to the
Veterinary Dispensary at Dumka, for which I heartily thank the Government.
Cattle diseases are very common in the Sonthal Parganas, South Bhagalpur
and South Monghyr, and make tcrrible havoc from time to time. The
increased grant under the head of ¢ Veterinary Charges’ commends itself to me,
and I hope that, as funds permit, Government will be pleased to cstablish in
the Province more veterinary dispensaries and employ more stationary and
itinerant assistants,

¢ Looking at page 23 of the Budget, I find that provision has been mado
for additional establishments in the Munsifs’ Courts and also for increase in
the establishment of Criminal Courts. I do not know what sums have been
set apart for these reforms and how the same are to be utilized.

“ The grievances of the ministerial servants of Government have been the
subject of frequent discussion both in Press and in this Chamber, and they
evoked expressions of sympathy both from this Government and the Govern-
ment of India.

¢ It is & stern fact that the Munsif Court Amlas are overworked and under-
paid, and the sanctioned establishments are largely assistod by an unpaid and
‘even unauthorized agency. It is, therefore, a satisfaction to find that after all
some relief has been provided for them,”

The Hon'ble Me. Arcar said:—¢“] am glad to be able to again coun-
gratulate Your Honour's Government on the financial results of the year.
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«I will refer briefly to a few points which I venture to think are worth the
consideration of the Government. . -~

“ First with reference to the High Court. On the last occasion, while appre-
ciating the proposal for the appointment of an Additional Judge and increase
of establishment, I ventured to suggest to the late Sir John Woodburn for his
consideration the necessity of appointing a Second Additional Judge with the
necessary extra establishment when the present Budget Statement was being
prepared. Your Honour was present at the Budget Debate in the Council of
His Excellency the Viceroy, and I have no doubt gave your careful attentign
to the remarks made by Mr. Justice Ramgini suggesting that a small part of
the surplus of receipts over expenditure might be devoted with the view of
improving the administration of justice in the Empire, more especially in the
province of Bengal, where the net profits under the head of ¢ Courts of Law’
amounted to Rs. 50,70,480,

“T will not take up the time of the Council by repeating the details of the
arrears which were brought to the notice of His Excellency the Viceroy. Your
Honour has, no doubt, given them your attention, and I would again ask your
most careful consideration of the matter. *

¢ With reference to the heading of ‘ Marine.” I note there has been a Tall-
ing off in pilotage receipts in the Port of Caleutta of Rs. 1,33,000. A% a
Commission has been appointed to report on Pilots and Pilotage, I think it
advisable to defer reference to this subject pending issue of the report.

“ With reference to the Boiler Fund accummulation of Rs. 65,000, Mhe
Government was urged to make a reduction of the fees, but it was represented
that as certain incrcase of establishment was contemplated, it was not opportune
to entertain the application. Now thai a year has transpired, I trust the
Government will again communicate with the Chamber of Commerce.

“A subject of some discussion and correspondence with the Government
during the past year has been the conduct of proceedings in the Police Courts.
I understand the wmatter was referred to the Ifigh Court somo months back, but
so far we have heard nothing of what is proposed to be done to remedy the
causes for complaint which have been so uniyersal; and beyond a paragraph
in the paper of yesterday that Mr. Justico Brett had been deputed to visit tll)xe

Police Court, I believe nothing has been done.

“There is only one other matter to which I will refer briefly. A very
able and carefully considered Note has been submitted to the Grovernment
by Mr. O. C. Lees upon the projected improvements of Waterways in Bengal.
This Note deals at considerable length with the measures which in Mr. Lees’
opinion are necessary and advisable. The Government submitted «this Note
to the Chamber of Commerce, and after careful consideration of the subject by
a special Sub-Committee the Committee of the Chamber have expressed their
opinion in favour of the proposals.

“To quote Mr, Lees:

‘ The enormous sums of mouey which have recently been laid out in Germany, Russia,
France and Amerioa on the construstion of Canals and tie improvement of Waterways atford
convincing evidence of the great value attached by the Governments of those countries to the
possession of good waler communication between important trade centres. They Rave
recognised tho fact that the resources of a country are largely developed by facilitating the
transport of raw material and the heavier kiuds of cheap merchandise, and that good water-
ways offer special facilities for such traffio, and are in fact as essential for the ceonomical
development of trade as railways.’

“ These remarks I think apply specially to Bengal which possesses so many
fino uavigable rivers, I have no doubt Your Honour has given the matter
careful consideration, and when a referonce is necessary to the Government
of India, that such reference will be made. The scheme is a big one, involving
considerable expenditure, but the interests of the Province in my opinion
justify it.” '

The Hon’ble Mg, ErworTny said :—* We have again an opportunity of
offering you our congratulations on the financial prosperity of Bengal. There
is money in abundance, increased revenuo, and money which has passed down
from the previous year unspent. I believe that there is unqualified approval
of the manner in which it is intended now to spend it.
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“] ses, Sir, that there are large grants for Education and for the Subordi-
m&%e Segvices. During my time a8 a Momber of this Council, I have frequently
heard, in this Chamber, appealsin the cause of Education and the improve-
ment in the Swvbordinate Services: my hon’ble friend Dr. Asutosh Mukho-
padhyaya and mg colleagues on the non-othcial side will be pleased with the
grants that have been and are being made in response to their appenls.

“I am not qualified to traverse the Budget now before us, and the various
heads of its revcnue and expenditure; there are experts in this Council who
have adequately dealt with them. "There ure, Sir, two or three subjects on
which I will make a few remarks with regard to the City of Calcutta.

“ Much satisfaction will be felt with regard to the grants that have been
made in aid of the Medical College. I find that five lakhs have been given to
the Surgical Ward, Pathological Block, and for the accommodation for the
Nurses, Thesc are generous grants for the benefit of a Medical College,
which does the two-fold duty of treating the sick and teaching Medical and
Surgical science. I seo, Sir, further grants for the Presidency General
Hospital. It is for this Hospital I make my appeal to-day, for the new
paying Ward which has so long been under discussion. 1t will be remembered
that at the opening of this Hospital, the late Lieutenant-Governor stated his
case to the public, and gave us to understand thut it was solely from want of
funds that this much desired addition could not be made. It was then that
Sir Montague Turner expressed his belief that if Government would grant
mohey, tho public of Calcutta would respond with a generous donation. [ am
sorry, Sir, that no further progress has been made, either with a Government
grant or a public subscription, The necessity for such a Wurd has been so
often expounded that I need not say anything to-day except to remind you,
Sir, that it is not ouly for the City that the nced is felt, but for all Europeans
ip the Province of Bengal. It is needed for all thosc who are engaged in the
commerce, the trade, and in the industries of the country, in Bengal and in
Assam, for officials and non-officials alike, to whom treatment and proper
nursing are difficult to obtain, except at great expense in their own quarters
and in outlying districts, That such a Ward would repay ite expenditure to
somo extent, is possible, for in the Budget itself, in paragraph 23, it is stated
the estimate under the head of ¢ Medical’ mentions an improvement due to
anticipated increase in the receipts from paying patients in hospitals.

‘“ Now, as to subscriptions from the Calcutta public in aid of this Ward, we
have been taught by past cvents that we must not be too hopeful, Calcutta has
for somae years been remarkable for its generosity ; the calls bave been numerous,
calls that are still fresh in our memory. We need a little rest, the time has not
come when we can again tax the generosity of this City. Further, there is a
deeply-rooted antipathy to a subscription in aid of bricks and mortar that
become the property of Government. I believe, Sir, that after a little rest
Calcutta will respond to a call for funds, buf ratber for equipment than fo
building. There are certain funds from which assistance may be obtained, and
there are promised donations from certain quarters regarding which the Hon’bls
the Financial Secretary may perhaps be able to speak with anthority; we shall
be glad if this may be a convenient moment when we may be taken into his
cdnfidence.

“I now venture to ask if the Ward may be built without further
delay,and that you, Sir, will not wait for help trom the public, of which no
immediate assurance is available. I trust that Government may forget its
desire for public assistance, and on its own initiative take in hand and complete
the Ward for which Calcutta and Bengal will be deeply grateful.

“I note with satisfaction the grant under the head of ¢ Law and Justice’;
the furthcr expenditure on the High Court. Public attention hes lately been
directed to the Law’s delays in another tribunal, the Police Court. This
matter is, I understand, under consideration, ard it is not my wish to spesk at
any length. The complaints arise mainly from postponements by the Honorary
Bench. Such postponements are often unavoidable. The Honorary Bench
does very good work and there are many Magistrates who sit singly and get
through a large number of cases. But the Bench of two or three Magistrates
cannot, by reason of its constitution, work with such celerity. Homorary
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Magistrates are not all men of leisure; many of them are leading business lﬂ
and cannot afford to devote more than a certain portion of their time to

Police Court. Continued adjournment of cases are as much a source of
annoyance and inconvenienco to them as_they are to the suitors and the ?ublic
generally. But the fault does not lie entirely with them that cases are allowed
to drag themselves along to such unreasonable length, as it is complained that

they do.

“In many instances when a Magistrate has expressed his desire to take
up a case de dw tn dicm, until it is finished, he is met with the insuperable
objection that no Court and no staff are available, and hence a case, which
might be finished in two or three days, takes from three 1o six weeks to finish,
Another pource of delay is the mutual convenience of Members of a Bench, It
often happens thut a day which will suit one of the two or three Magistrates
will not suit the other. A day mutually convenient has to be arranged, and
that day must also fit in with the arrangements of the Court. 1 am of
opinion that the staff of the Magistrate’s Court should be increased and pro-
vision made for hearing cases from day to day when orcasion arisps.
Another Stipendiary Magistrate would help materially to keep cases up, to
date, and it 1s for a third Stipendiary that we now ask. .

“Uuder the head of ‘Marine’ we are told of the falling off of the
Pilotage receipts. This, I fear, Sir, we have to accept as to some extent
permanent, because changes have taken place in the nature of Calcutta tx:?de.
Regular Liners from England now take in as places of call some of the Coast
ports; Rangoon, Vizagapatam and Chittagong have their lines of steamers
running direct to Europe. The Last Coast Railway naturally alters the course
of traffic and tends to lessen the trade that formerly came and wemv through
Calcutta. Shipping firms have had to consider the means of working profitably,
and there seems to be no doubt that vessels with larger carrying capacity work
with better profit than smaller ones. Vessels are fower in number, but they
carry larger cargoes. The rcmedy appears to me to lie in re-classing pilotage
rates, if any change be really nccessary or desirable.

“The scheme for the improvement of the (lity of Calcutta has, during the
last three years, been a subject of discussion in this Council Chamber, It isa
scheme in which the lato Lieutenant Governor took great interest; Sir John
Woodburn would have been pleased, had he been alive, to find that it is now
before the public. We have not yet received wore than a summary of that
which is proposed, but it is sufficient to show us its possibilities. The Govern-
ment of India gives 50 lakhs. We do not eee any contribution from Bengal.
1 ask, Sir, to-day whether Bengal will not also contribute. .

“In reviewing the note from the Bengal Government to the Chairman of the
Corporation, we conclude that the scheme will put Calcutta in a tight corner for
20 years, and that the City will be seriously crippled to find means to carry on
its current work under conditions of expansion, for expansion scems certain
where prosperity and congestion exist. The surplus income will he hypothecated
to the'new scheme, and there will be no margin for meeting the demands of an
evergrowing City. Where is the money to be found ? The note from Govern-
ment states, in paragraph 3, that in case there is any default made in apy
peyment of interest due on the loans, the amount should at once be paid
from the Municipal Funds, and the Corporation should then bave the power to
levy any special tax, to be approved by Government, to make up the' deficit.
That there will be a deficit aud that funds will be nocessary scoms certain.
The means for meeting it must come up for discussion sooner or later.

¢ It may scem somewhat premature to discuss the question at this stage, but,
Sir, I do not think I am premature in asking now whether the Government of
Bengal will, hke the Government of India, contribute a considerable sup, If
not, may we look further aficld for taxation, on such commodities as jute and
coal? A tax on jute bhas frequently been suggested as a moans of raising funds
for various puiposes. It is a tax that may give a very large sum which would-
help the Municipality in this scheme, and 1 venture to suggest, Sir, that this
tax, which appears to me to be only & matter of time, may be ear-marked for
the benefit of the improvement of the City of Calcutta. I do not think I am
wrong in stating that a very modest sum per bale would bring in a revenue of
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J15 lakhs a year. Then, Sir, there is a tax on coal. This, if only at the rate
eftwo annas per ton, should bring in a revenue of two lakhs & year. These
two imposts would pey the interest and sinking fund on the money required to'
be raised without burdening the Municipal finances. These imposts would
help to bring Calcutta up to date as a City, and they could g: properly
employed hereafter in keeping the city up to date. ‘I'hese taxes on Jute and
ooai) would make the improvemeni scheme a matter of small anxiety to the

Corporation,

“] again, Sir, congratulate you on the Budget which has been placed
ore us, and on the continued prosperity of the Province under your rule.”

-

The Hon’ble MR. GREER 8aid :— ** I desire to endorse all that has been said
by the ]:lon’gl;sl Mr. Elworthy as regards the need for the re-organisation of the
saubordinate Criminal Courts in this City, The subject must have a special
interest to all who are engaged in admimstrative work in Calcutta

“ [ observe with satisfaction a provision in the Budget for increasing the
strength and efficiency of the City Police, and presume that, as a result of the
lalours of the Police Comunission, an improvement willtake place in the Provin-
cial Police in the suburbs of Calcutta. It seems to me, however, that no change
in the Police can be effective to check the growth of crime so long as the law-
abiding public and the Polico find their energies frustrated by incompetency
and delay in the disposal of criminal cases.

“The Bench of Stipendiary Magistrates in this City is lamentably
deficient in strength; it obtains no adequate assistance from Honorary Magis-
trates, and it compares most unfavourably with similar institations in an
city approaching 1t in size or importance in any civilised country, I:
spems to me that four Stipendiary Magistrates are necessary for the proper
disposal of work, corresponding more or less to the four divisons of the town
uncrer Municipal Government. The subgect, I know, is under the consideration
of Government, and the result may, I feel sure, be awaited with confidence

by this Council,

“As regards the so-called improvement scheme of Calcutta, personally
1 am uuvable to view 1t with the approval which it has received in various
quarters. The scheme contemplates an increase of 1} per cend. to the
rates and taxcs, thereby raising the Consoliduted Rate to 21 per centum. The
Corporation are now committed to the completion of the Suburban Main Drainage
Scheme and the extension of the continuous water-supply system to the City,
and it may be argued that a margin of at least 2 per centum should be rescrved
for the completion of these measures. Accordingly there would remaimn no
balance from rates and taxes to meet unforeseen demands At present the
Corporation receives on an average over Rs, 80,000 a yoar as a yearly increment
from the growth of the City. To mect the needs of this growth, the Corpora-
tion are obliged to provide additional 10ads, drainage, conservancy, lighting
and other municipal conveniences. The scheme contemplates the entire with-
drawal of this increment of Rs. 80,000 a year and practically closcs the door
aguinst further improvements from this soarce or the proper discharge by
the Coiporation of their duties to the rate-payers who provide the increased
income trom rates. In my opinion the case of the growing suburbs is at least
equal in importance to the treatment of the existing city, and the work of the
Corporation will be condemned, and deservedly so, by future generations if they
neglect this duty.

¢“The imposition of an additional 1§ per cenfum on the rate-payers will
form the subject for future discussion; personally I am in favour of
findivg other wuys and means, and trust that the interests of the landowscrs
and occupiers in Calcutta will receive more consideration in the finally-
adopted scheme. The withdrawal of the aunual increment from the funds of the
Corporation, however, will, 1 fear, prove injurious to Municipal Administration,
unless thero be an increase to the rates und taxes, which the inhabitants cannot
ensily bear. A cardinal poiot in the scheme is the sale of surplus lund at & high
price, based on the experienco of similar operations on Harrison Road. I fear
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the anticipations will not be realized, that men and ital do mot exist for,
operations on the scale contemplated over 15 miles, aud that recoveries from
sales will prove less satisfactory. ¢

¢ According to the views of many the improvement of Qalcuttn on the
scale proposed is an Jmporial rather than a Provincial question, and though
a Provincial t would be gratefully accepted, there is a general opinion
that the Budget of the Iwperial Government in future years might fairly
show a substantial allotment for the pu?nse, exceeding the amount which the
present scheme sets forth as the gift of Glovernment.

“The interests of the trade of Calcutta have been referred to as one of the
main causes for the movement for the general improvement of the thoroughfares
of the town. It appears'to be :easonagble to look beyond the means of the rate-
payers for the necessary funds, especially as they are not solely regponsible for
the present state of affuirs, and are now required to meet rapidly-iucreasing
dewmands on account of the city as it stands and its growing suburbs,

¢I join with the Hon’ble Mr. Elworthy in the hope that the imposition of
a tax on jute may be carried out. For some years to come there is little
danger of a cessation of the monopoly in jute which Bengal now enjoys: the
tax would fall on the consumers of jute and produce little or no effect on the
people of this country. I shall not refer to the proposed taxes on petroleum
and coal The various suggestions on the subject, no doubt, will receive careful
consideration. I am cnly anxious that the interests of the Corporation and Jof
the rate-paycrs should be kept in view whenever the scheme comes under the
notice of those responsible for the governmont of the country, and that is
my excuse for occupying the time of the Council to.day.”

The Hon’ble Mz. Ingus said :—¢ With your permission, Sir, I will offer
brief explanations on some points which have been noticed by Hon'ble Member;
with respect to Departments, with the control of which I am associated.

“The Hon’ble Mr. Elworthy has drawn attention to the lessencd receipts
from Pilotage and has suggested a re-classification of the rates of the charge.
I may say that, as obscrved by the Hon’ble Mr. Apcar, the whole question of
the pilotage rates in the Caleutta Port, of the share of these rates which the
Yilots draw as their earnings, as alro the Act and Rules under which the
discipline of the Pilot Service is maintained, has, at the request of the Govern.
ment of India, been refeired to a Committee on which the Chamber of Com-
werce and the ’ort Commissioners are represonted.

.

“The Hon'ble Maharafa Manindra Chandra Nandy has expressed hise
pleasure at the prospect of the clearance of the channel of the Bhagicathi by
weans of dredging. 1 should perhaps explain that the sum of Rs. 5,00,000
which has becn provided in the Budget, is to be expended not directly in such
dredging, but as a part payment for a large dredger of the most recent design,
for the construction of which we are in correspondence with tne India Office.
The total cost of the dredgor by the time it is erected and ready for use is not
hkely to be less than nine lakh:, and it will necessarily take some time to build.
When we have got this dredger we hope to be able to improve the channel of
the Bhagirathi as a means of communication with the upper Ganges, while it is
also much wanted for various schemes of improvement of the channels which
connect Calcutta with Eastern Bengal and Assam,

“The Hon'ble Babu Joy Gobind Law has mentioned tYe pmposed.Cans]
from Ihapa to Bamunghatta, and has asked whether the effect of this will be to
exclude salt water from the lakes. I may reply that such was the intention as
it was hoped that the exelusion of the salt-water would huve allowed of the
low laud being cultivated with rice, while the drainage of the country near
Dum-Dum would have been facilitated. 1t appears, however, that the interests
of the fisheiies in the Salt Lakes which would be affected, are so valuable that
it is necessary to reconsider the position, and it is not now probable that there
will be any interference with the flow of the tides.

“The Hon’ble Mcmber has also alluded to the silted state of Tolly’s Nullah.
In connection with this and with the remarks made by the Hon'ble Mr. Apcar,
I &ehould like to] mention that we have under consideration a projeet for & m
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Capal to connect the Hooghly with the Mutla, utilising as far as possible Tolly’s
Nulleh, and thence by channels partly natural and partly artiicial vid Khulua, and
across the’Madaripore Bhil to the Pudda, and so to give a shorter and safer route
for the large trade which now comes and goes by means of the channels in the
Sunderbans. If this scheme should be carried out, locks would be built and the
silting of T'olly’s Nullah which is caused by the meeting of the ‘ides, would cease.
The project is one which will involve a large expenditure much beyond the
resources of this Government. and it is too early yet to say if it is likely to
receive the approval of the Government of India. I wish, however, to say
thet the importance of developing the navigable channels of Bengal is fully
recognised.”

The Hon'ble MrR. EarLt said:—“I rise to reply to certain observations
which have been made in regard to the working of Departments under my
control. The first is with reference {o the remarks of the Hon’ble Babu Joy
Gobind Law. The Hon’ble Member has noticed that there is a provision of
Rs, 6,000 for commercial classes in training colleges, and one of Rs. 4,500 for
schalarships for Industrial students sent to Europe, and he says that it would
be of, interest to learn some further particulars about the grants and in what
manger they are to be utilised. In the case of the scholarships, he says that it
would perhaps be of importance to provido that the oducation and training of
the students should be confined to matters which would be of immediate use to
them when they return.

‘ Regarding the first point, I may say that the sum of Rs. 6,000 has been
set aparl for providing extra staff, ctc., at the Victoria Training College,
Kurseong, for the purpose of teaching commercial subjects; the training
occupying two years after the passing of tho Middle School examination.
Before, however, the scheme is further considered, Government has deemed it
desrable to inquire what demand there will be among parents for this class of
instraction. T'his inquiry is now being made by the Principal of the Victoria
Training College.

¢ As to the second point, Rs. 4,500 have been provided for scholarships for
students who will be sent to Europe with the object of studying industrial
subjects, and a scheme has been preparod for the purpose. Pending, however,
the publication of the report of the Committee on Industrial Education and
the orders of the Government of India on it, the scheme has been kept in
abeyauce. The question will be further considered when the views of the
Government of India are received.

“The Hon'ble Babu Chaturbhooj Sahay has asked for an explanation of
the ebtimafed decrease in Land Revenue for the years 1903-1904, as shown in
the Budget, page 13, Appendix A, under head ‘Lsnd Revenue.” The estimated
decrease unger this heatf for 1903-190+ is explained by the figures shown in
Appeundix A, page 13, of the Financial Statement referred to by the Hon’ble
Member, and in paragraph 7, pages 3 and 4, of the same Statement. It will
be seen that during the current year Ks. 1,80,000 only will, it is intended,
be recovered on account of Survey and Settlement charges in Bihar, against
Rs. 3,30,000 provided for in the revised estimate for 1902-1903 and
Rs. *4,24,060, the actuals of 1901-02.

“The Ilon’ble Babu Chaturbhooj Sahay also asked for an explanation of
an item sof Rs. 1,350,000 for recoveries on account of the Bihar survey and
settlemont charges, and he wishes to know if the arrears are recoverable from
the proprietors or raiyats, or from both, and if from both, in what proportion
from each My answer to that is that, under tha orders of the Secretary of
State, one-fourth of the total cost of the survey and record-of-rights in North
Bibar is borne by Government. The remaining three-fourths are recovered
from landlords and occupiers in the propurtions of seven-sixteenths and five-
sixteenths, respectively, The sum of Rs. 1,580,000 is the Settlement Officor’s
estimate of the recoveries to be maide from landlorls and occupiers taken
together during the current year in the distriots of Darbhanga and North
Monghyr. Of this sum, Rs. 20,000 will be recovered in the district of
Darbhangs, and Rs, 1,60,000 in North Monghyr. The recoveries will be in
the proportions referred to. ‘
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“The Hon'ble Maharaja Manindra Chandra Nandy, of Cossimbazar, Bas
noticed that under ¢ Education’ the Financiel Secretary has estimated for an
spparent failure to expend Rs. 12,28,000, If the Hon’ble Member had
read @ little further, he would have noticed that under ‘Education’ the
anticipated savings were only Rs. 5,20,000.

“The Hon’ble Dr. Asutosh Mukhopadhyaya also referred to the same
subject, and I very much regret that he was not able to send me notice of the
varous points which he has raised in his speech. The chief one will be
covered by the explanation I am about to give iu regard to the Hon’ble Babu

Joy Gobind Law’s remurks, while the other matters the Government will take
into consideration later on.

“In regard to this sum of Rs. 5,20,000, which is supposed to have lapsed,
it will be observed that the Financial Secretary says that the total actual
savings will amount to Rs. 5,20,000. This means that, according to the
revised estimates, such savings may be expected. In fact, bowever, we do not

expect & saving of more than Rs. 96,000, That saving is inevitable owing to
various administrative reasons. .

“The remaining questions were raised by the Hon’ble Rai Tarini Perehad,
Bahadur. His first question was concerning ‘ Agricultural Banks.” He eays
that in the Budget for 1902-1903 under the head ‘Land Records and
Agriculture,’ there was an allotment of Rs. 15,000 for the establishment of
Agricultural Banks, and that in the present Budget there is no specific allot-
ment for this purpose. He inquires whether any Agricultural Banks were
established, as provided in the Budget tor 1902-1903, and whether the estimate
under the head of ‘Land Records and Agriculture’ in the present Budget
includes any provision for Agricultural Bauks. He also suggests the desirability
of establishin? more experimental farms and also of holding Agricultural
Exhibitions. In answer to a question Eut by the Hon’ble Babu Chaturbh®oj
Sehay, the Council were informed, on the 21st March last, that the provision
of Rs. 15,000 in the Budget for 1902-1903 was intended to meet the pay and
allowances, and costs of establishment, of an officer, whom it was thought that
it might be desirable to depute during the year for the purpose of inspecting
and reporting on Agricultural Banks, and that it had no reference to the cost of
establishing such Banks. The grant for the management and improvement
of Governiment Estates in the Land Revenue Budget for 1903-1904 includes
Rs. 15,000 for expenditure in connection with the opening of Agricultural
Banks and grain golas in Government Estates.

“In answer to the question referred to abovo, it was stated that 48 Agri-
oultural Banks had been opened up to date, of which 20 are in Government
Estates, 16 in Wards' Estates and 12 in private Estates.

““ As regards the establishment of Experimental Farms, there are at present
two research farms, viz., those at Burdwan and Dumraon, and one demonsira-
tion farm, viz., that at Chittagong. It is not at present proposed to add to the
number of the former because the work donc on them requires expert supervi-
sion, which it is difficult to obtain, and the question of providing more demon-
stration farrs is one of more immediate consequor ce. That question is now
under the consideration of the Government.

“With regard to Agricultural Exhibitions and Fairs, the annusl grant has
been raised fiocm Rs. 2,000 in 1¢01-1902 to Rs. 3,000 in 1902-1903; while a
rovision of Rs, 8,000 has been made under this head in the current year’s
udget. In addition to this the Government of India has sanctioned an anmual
grant for three years, from lst October, 1901, of Rs. 2,600 for the award of
prizes, with a view to the improvewent of cattle-breeding. This subject is,
therefore, it will be secen, receiving attention.

“The sccond point upon which the Hon’ble Member required mformatior
was_in connection with Education in Bhagalpur. lie said thbat the Bhagalpu
Division should get its fair share of the giant allotted for Primary Educatiorr.
He also furnished a statement showing the percentage of pupils to population
ol school-going age in the different divisions, and added that there is no

technical schools, or any technieal side of the zilla school in the Bhagalpur
Division.
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“My answer to his remarks is, that when the distribution of the sum of
four lakhs set aside for the improvement of Primary Education in Bengal in
1902-1903 was made, the principle adopted was to give grants to the various
districts in proportion to the population of the district, and not to the number
of pupils attending schools. In accordance.with this principle, the Bhagalpur
Division with 643,737 males of school-going age and 90,197 pupils received
Rs. 48,000, while the Burdwan Division with 617,539 males of school-going age
and 243,601 boys attending schools received Rs. 40,000 only. In the circum-
stances the Bhagalpur Division would appear to have received its fair share of the
extra grant allotted for Primary Education. ;

¢“As regards Technical Schools or Technical Education in the Bhagalpur
Division, the statistics available do not show that there is much demand
for Technical Education in that division. In 1891-1802 there were five
industrial schools in it, attended by 168 pupils; while in 1901-1902 only one
school was in existence, attended by six pupils. In 1900 there was some
correspondence with a view to establishing a technical school in Bhagalpur to
work in connection with the Government zilla school. The KEducation
Department gave every assistancein the way of advice, the framing of estimates,
etc., which was asked for by the Board. The scheme, howeyer, was abandoned
owing to the paucity of subscribers and to the fact that people appeared to take
no interest in the watter, There is nothing to prevent a fresh application being
made at any time; if madse, it will receive the careful attention of Government.”

* The Hon’bie Mr HagE said :—* There are only one or two points upon
which there is any necessity for me to make any remarks. I will first of all
deal with the IIon’ble Rai Tarini Pershad, Bahadur’s suggestion that a Subor-
dinate Judge should be appointed to the Sonthal Parganas. No case has been
made out, and it is not shown that any relief is neccssary to the staff of that
Qiﬂtrict. The Government are not satisfied that a Subordinate Judge is at all
required in the Sonthal Parganas. The appointmeut of a Subordinate Judge
to that distr ct would open out the very lurge question of the system of
administration of the Sonthal Parganas, which is at present, as you are aware,
carried out by a namber of men who possess a considerable amount of local
experience and with a very simplified procedure. The present system has
worked very well, and the Goveroment sees no immediate necessity for re-
considering it.

“The Hon'ble Mr. Apcar and the Hon’ble Mr. Elworthy have both noticed
the necessity for reforms of the High Court. It is enough for me to say that
this Government is doing what it can in the matter. A grant of Rs. 2,50,000
hag beey made for the extension of the building, which is found inadequate for
its present requiremeuts, and thie want of a Coutt stgnds on the way of tne
appointment of an Additional Judge. 1 may also mention that correspondence
is going on between the High Court, the Government of India, and the Secretary
of State in regard to the subject of appointing an Additional Judge and carrying
out soveral other salterations and reforms which, it 18 hoped, will remove the
present accumulation of arrears.

““Then, in the matter of improving the working of the Presidenc Magis-
tsate’s Court, the Government fully recognises that the present conﬁition of
things is unsatisfactory. The immediate control of the Presidency Magistrates’
Courtg is under the High Court, whom we have consulted as to the best means
of improving the present condition of affairs. We have not yet received the
report of the inqury which is being made by the High Court, As at present
advised, the Government is inclined to think it may be possible to remove the
present defects by administrative improvements without burdeningthe Province
with increased cstablishments, This declaration, however, in no way binds the
Govgrnment. This is how the matter stands at present, but we hope very soon
to introduce improvewents which will rewpove the defects complained of.”

The Hon’ble M&. CoLriN said:—* I must first thank the Hon’ble Members
who have been so kind as to send us copies of their speeches or notice of the
prints which they wished to bring forward. I will next acknowledge grateully
the tone in which this Budget has been discussed and the general congratula-
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tions which have fallen upon Government for the prosperous condition of the
Province. The Hon’ble Babu Chaturbhooj Sahay gave a warning that wé
should not congratulate ourselves too much upon the increase of revenye frotn
Excise and Stamps, as the increase from Stamps pointed to an increase of
litigation, and the increase from Excise possibly to an increased consumption
of liquor, With regard to the revenue derived from stamps, I would point
out that the larger portion of the increase is from general and not from
judicial stamps. The proportion of increase in the Court-fee stamps, though

e in itnz;el!:s is only 1 per cent. of the total amount. The Yroportion of the
inerease in general stamps is 3 per cent., and it is generally looked upon as g
scurce of satisfaction that the revenue from non-judicial stamps is going ur.
Such an increase shows that the country is carrying on its business vigorously
and satisfactorily. It is not, therefore, the cuse that the chief increase of
Stamp revenue i8 derived from an increase of litigation.

“ With regard to the increase in Excise, it is true that a certain amount of
it is due to the general prosperity of the country and to the consumption of
more liquor, but a very large portion is due to better Excise administration.
The largest share of the increase comes from Calcutta itself, amounting to
over two lakhs, and this is due, not so far as we know to any general increase
of consumption, but to the better settlements which the Collector of Calcufta,
Rai Chunder Narain Singh, Babadur, was able to effect last year, by which he
broke up the ring of licensees and was able to settle the shops at an increase
of two lakhs. In addition to that Government has increased the duty on
ganja, and better arrangements are being made to prevent smuggling in opigm.
Thus it will be seen that to a large extent the increase in the Kxcise duty last
year is due to botter arrangements, and is, therefore, a svurce of congratulation.

“ Though there was such a large balance at the end of the year, and the
finances of the Province appear to be in such a prosperous condition, it is
perhaps as well to speak a word of caution. This large cash balance is due
partly to the inclusion in it of grants given by the Government of India.
They gave six lakhs last year, of which we have nearly a lakh left, and
they have also given us a further sum of two lakhs for the Medical College
Hospital. Both these amounts are included in the cash balance.

¢ Then there has been an increase of revenue from the Sone Canals,
which is not expected to recur, and may be looked upon as partl
accidental and due to the chances of the season. A large part of the cas
balauce is, of course, due to the reduction of expenditure which is explained
in the Financial Statement.

“With regard to the expenditure under the head of ¢ Education,’ I would
explain, in answer to the- criticisms of the Hon’ble Dr. Asutosh’Mukho-
hyaya, that the grant of ten lakhs was given at the beginning of the
ear, and it was not possible to make arrangements for its immediate expen-
iture, As an instance, I would mention that there is a grant of Rs. 6,000
for the Assistant Director of Education. This appointment could not be
made at once, but the charge is entered in the accounts as Rs. 6,000 for
the whole year. I believe, as the Hon’ble Mr, Earle has stated, that there has
been during the past two or three months considerable expenditure under the
head of ¢ Education,’ which was not taken into account when the Budget wus
framed. The Budget was framed on the actual expenditure of ten months,
If, when the actual figures of expenditure for the whole year are known,
it is found that & considerably larger amount has been spent on Education
than is now estimated, the cash balance will be proportionately reduced.

“JIt may be said that we should have anticipated our savings under ¢ Police
. Reforms’ aud other subjects and have provided for the expenditure during the
current year, but there is in Bengal a special difficulty, namely, the existence
of the Contract. Our Contract was made for five years in 1697. If waus
renewed in 1801 for one yeur, and then renewed for another year, which
would expire at the end of this year. The uncertainty as to the terms on
which the Contract will be renewed rendors it very difficult to undertake
any large schemes, the expenditure on which will extend over a series of
years. We have no reason to anticipate that the Government of India will
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behave otherwise than liberally when they renew the Contract: they have
akeady given evidence of tlzis by the large grants given to Bengal ; but it
is Boped thut it will be made more permanent and cover a longer period
than five years, which is a very short time in the life of & Province.

. ‘““There is another reason for not embarking on large schemes, which will
involve an expenditure extending over a long period. There are two special
subjects—Police and Education—which are likely to swallow up a very
large amount, The estimate for Police reforms 1s 20 lakhs; but whether
recommendations on these lines are accepted by the Commission now sitting
ornot, it is certain that Government will have to incur a large increase of
expenditure undor the head of ¢ Police.” With regard to Education, it is antici-
. pated that if full effect is given to the proposals of the recent Commission, our
expenditure in twenty years will increase by more than half a crore of rupees,
a t portion of which will have to be provided out of our own resources.
With these two large schemes hanging over us, we must proceed very
carefully.

“ At the same time it cannot be said that Government has been hoarding
its 'money, and not using its resources satisfactorily. Sir John Woodburn, the
late « Lieutenant-Governor, always carefully considered the interests of the
Province and was anxious to spend its revenue usefully. He was at first
hampered by plﬂgua and famine, and when these difficulties were overcome,
he set to work to devise schemes to provide for the growing neccssities of
Bengal. A scheme for Police and Education was worked out. The Subordi-
nate Judicial Service was improved, and a scheme matured for impreving
the Subordinate Executive Service. The improvements of Government
offices were also taken in hand There is now a provision of ten lakhs
of rupees, which is being spent on such works, and the greater part of
them are in actual progress. Then a scheme was undertaken for providing
Meunsifs with better courts and residences. 1 have been asked how far that
scheme has progressed. Last year it was shown that eight such residences
had been ,provided. It appears that since the beginning of the year
1901-1902, eighteen Munsifs’ residonces have been completed and twelve more
are under construction, and will be completed in the current year. 1t will
be seeu that the scheme is well in hand.

“You have heard what is being done for the improvemont of waterways,
which the Hon’ble Mr. Apcar has pointed ont are so necessary for the develop-
ment of the trade of the country,

“ With regard to District Boards, Sir John Woodburn gave them in the
two preceding vears a grant of 5 lakhs to be spent on communications,
and this we have been able to repeat this year. A considerable amount was
given for feeder roads to railways last year, and we have increased the graat
this year.

“ Special care has been taken with the Medical Department, and the Hon’ble
Babu Chaturbhooj Sabay drew prominent attention to the department by sayin
that there should be a dispensary in every sub-division or, I think, he sa.ig
in every thana. Government has considered this proposal, but is not con-
vinged of its necessity. I find that during the last six years the number
of dispensaries in Bengal has increased by 128; that in itself is & very fair
increase. An unsatisfactory feature is that they do not serve such a large
number *of persons, or at any rate a large number of people do not go to
them as in other provinces. This is attributed to the number of private
practitioners who are to be found scattered all over the country. In any
case the increase of medical help throughout the districts is going on, and
18 & constant subject of interest to the Government.

“The Hon’tle Babu Chaturbhooj Sahay also pleaded for the establishment
of 8 Medical College in Bihar, as I understood him. In regard to that, I may
say that Government assistance has been given for improving the Bankipore
HMospital. This hospital is in connection with the Medical School at Patna, and
no doubt in time, with an improved hospital, there will be an improved college,
and more will be done to meet the wants of that part of the Proviuce, if it is

found necessary.
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“In regard to the Medical Department, the .position of Civil Hospital
Assistants bas been improved by raising the salary of the maximum grade frot
Rs. 50 to Rs. 70 and the lowest grade from Rs. 20 to Rs. 25, and certdin
further appointments at district head-quarters have been reserved for
Assistant Surgeons, But as regards medical relief in the interior, Govern-
ment is somewhat hampered by the large amount of money it has to spend
in Caleutta. The amount spent by Government in the districts is something
like Rs. 1,30,000 out of the nine lakhs which are spent, whereas in Calcutta
the Government expenditure is 76 per cent. of the whole amount. That
of course is necessary in the existing condition of Calcutta, but it bas often
been pointed out that the amount of subscriptions and other help that these
institutions receive is not altogether adequate. It is true that very often
handsome donations are given for special purposes, as, for mstance, Rs. 20,000
was given the other day by Rai Amritanath Mitter Bahadur for a hospital
for Incurables. But there i8 no system under which subscriptions may be
regularly supplied. The total amount of subscriptions to the Calcutta insti-
tutions 1s Rs. 15,000, and the subscription from Indian sources is only Rs. 1,50!?.
1f Government could get further assistance from private subscriptions 1t
could spend more money in the districts outside Calcutta. '

“ You will notice that a provision is made in the Budget for two lakhs of
rupees for building Nurses’ quarters in connection with the Medical College
and Eden Hospitals. I have noticed a criticism that this is an unjustifiable
expenditure. It appears to have been thought that these Nurses were only
to be employed in nursing European patients, but I would point out thét in
the Medical College Hospital the number of Indian patients is over 80 per
cent, of the whole number, and the Nurses are employed upon all classes of
patients indiscriminately. 1t was Sir John Woodbwin’s special wish to place
the nursing of tho paticnts in Calcutta hospitals on a broader basis, and for
this purpose last year he appointed a Committee, which has worked very
well under the able presidency of Sir Montagu T'urner. It is composed of
all classes of society, both European and Indian, and it was hoped that, with
the addition of Indian members, wo should be able to tap further® sources of
subscription for the Nurses, but so far we have not been successful. This is
probably due to ignorance of the objects of the nursing institution. I feel
sure that if it is known that the Nurses are to be employed for all classes,
subscriptions will be received from the Indian as well as from the European
community. As an instance of the interest which the Government takes on
the question of nursing, I may mention that we have recently provided for
an incrcase in the number of Nurses employed in the Campbell Hospital,
where ouly the poorest native patients aro taken in.

“The Hon'ble Babu Chaturbhooj Sahay asked a question regarding certain
figures in the Budget which appeared to be doubtful. Inthe first place he noticed
that though it is said that an increased grant is provided for the Subordirate
Judicial Service, yet the total grant wus not so much as the revised estimate
of last year, and the cxplanation in the tabular statements showed that there
was a small decrease of expenditure. I would explain that at the beginning of
the year 1902-1903, Rs. 62,0600 was provided for tEe re-organisation of Munsifs,
but the tolal actual expenditure was B.s. 98,000, We have provided practically
the same amount this year, Rs. 94,000. The small decrease is due to the
fact that in that department there are certain graded appointments held by
sharistadars who are on a progressive pay. Some of the elder mombtrs who
were on a high pay have rotired, and their places are taken up by others on the
lowest pay. That accounts for the decrease.

% As regards the question of Sab-Deputy Collectors, it was asked how it is
that in one place we showed an increase o? Rs. 70,000 and in another place
of Rs. 30,000 on the same account. The answer is that we have shown an
increase of Rs. 70,000 in respect of this year and in addition to the Rs, 30,000
of last year, so that the increcase is nltogether Rs. 1,00,000. The half of
this is paid under the head of ¢ Law and Justice,’ and the other half under the
head of ¢ Land Revenue.’

_“The Hon’ble Rai Tarini Pershad, Bahadur, asked a question as to the
desirability of an increase of mubarrirs in Munsifs’ establishments, as
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I understood him, I may say that we provide for an increase in certain places
not a general increase. There is also included a lump sum of Rs. 10,000 for
temporary establishments in cases where they are required. If conditions
exist s:g as the Hon’ble Member has referred to, and there are places
where muharrirs are working till late at night and are taking assistance from
the oatside public, it will be the duty of the Munsif in such a case to ask
for assistance, and the Government will always be willing to give it if a case

is made out. '

¢ The Hon’ble Rai T'arini Pershad, Bahadur, also ve rred to the question of
the Bhagalpur Water-Works, but I am inclined to think that what he has told us,
although it was very interesting, would perhaps have been more properly
uttered in the Council Chamber of the Bhagalpur Municipality. The position
of District Boards and Municipalities is of course well known: they are inde-
pendent institulions: they have definite functions and a definite law. It is
thg object of the Government to interfere as little as possible with the
mapagement of their affairs, and the Hon'ble Member would possibly be
one of the first to resent such interference. In regard to the Bhagalpur
Water-Works, at present we have had no notice from the constituted
authorities of the Bhagalpur Municipality that they are in need of any
assistance from Government, The Hon’ble Member described how these
Water-Works wero constructed, but I think he omitted to state that a sum of
Rs. 80,000 was contributed by the Government as a part of the expenses. It
i8 true that the scheme, so far as I can gather from the ‘fmpers that I have
read, was not a very good one. There were defects, and since the schemo
was completed, the river has receded, and there has been still further trouble.
The Government was always willing to assist the Municipality, and a few year.
ago they gave a sum of Rs. 10,000 to improve the intake of the waters
This Rs. 10,000 was not required, and was eventually refunded. 1 can only
repeat that if there is any necessity for assistance from the Government,
Government will be ready to consider the matter. I may mention in con-
nection with this that we have recently had an application of a somewhat
similar nature from Berhampore, In that case it appeared that the Water-Works
had got out of order from causes that were accidental, and in order to help
the people, Government gave a grant of Rs. 5,000,

“The Hon’ble Mr. Elworthy has raised the question of the Paying Patients’
Block in the Presidency General Hospital. The Government can only join
with him in regreiting that the subject has so far made little progress.
Government recognises that the present building is not suitable; the rooms are
dark and badly ventilated, and not well arranged, and there is no doubt that
if a better block were provided, it would be a great benefit. But it has always
been held by this Government that the provision of this block should not Ke
made solely from Glovernment funds. The question was raised at the time of
Sir Alexander Mackenzie, and it is not necessary for me to repeat all that he
said on the subject; but he concluded by saying that unless the European
community were prepared to accept o scale of charges bearing a roasonable
relation to the working expenses, and also to raise by subscription a substan-
tial prq(fortion of the cost of providing the separate block which is proposed,
it would not be possible for the Government to assign Provincial funds for this
work. The question was again considered in Sir John Woodburn’s time, and
the same opinion was again expressed, so that it is difficult for the present
Government to recede from the position hitherto teken up and to adopt
the Hon’ble Mr. Elworthy’s proposaﬂ. But I oan assure him that we are in
full sympathy with the wish that has been expressed that there should be a
better Paying Putients’ Block provided. We are prepared to provide at least
two-thirds of the cost from the balance of the Iospital Port Dues Fund, which

*may be credited to the Provincial Revenues. It only remains for the European
ecommunity to raise or give & promise of the balance which will be about
Rs. 1,00,000. We have already received a promise of Rs, 27,0600, but for the
rest we hope that the Hon'ble Mr. Elworthy and his friends will be able to
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give some definite assurance so that the work may be put in hand as<soon as
possible,

“The Hon'ble Mr. Elworthy has also referred to the question of the
Calcutta Improvement Scheme, and the Hon’ble Mr. Greer has given us his
views on this subject. I cannot,unfortunately, follow the Hon’ble Mr. Greer in
his criticism of the scheme, because the question has now been put in a form in
which it will issue to the Corporation, the Chamber of Commerceand the Trades’
" Association, who are to be consulted on the subject, and it is not pussible for
Government to give any opinion on the scheme until these bodies have given
their views. The Hon’ble Mr. Elworthy has asked whether it is intended that
there should be any contribution from the Local Government. I would say
that this appears to show a wrong impression of the functions of Government.
The Rs. 50,00,000 which is to be given by the Imperial Government is not
given by the Government, but by the tax—pa{ers; but if there is a sum to be

iven by the tax-payers, it matters little whether it is given by the Imperial or
ovincial Government, The Provincial Governmont, moreover, is bound by
its contract, It has a certain amount assigned to it at the commencement of
the contract to provide for its estimated expenditure: it cannot undertake the
responsibility 0? any fixed or definite charges above that. If it occasionally
ets surplus balances it may be in a position to assist local bodies, but no
ﬁeﬁnite undertaking can be given to do so. I would mention that the Calcatta
Corporation has been very fortunate in the matter of the contributions it has
received. It has received tour and a half lakhs to help in the Plague expendi-
ture, and other sums in recent {cars amounting toa lakh of rupees, Government
has also supplied practically all the Hospital exPenditure. It is not, however,
possible under the present system of Provincial Finances, that in regard to sach
u large scheme as the Calcutta Improvement Scheme, projected over a number
of years, the Provincial Government, as apart from the Imperial Government,
could accept any definite responsibility. With regard to the proposal to impose
a tax on jute and coal, ] have no doubt that the Hon’ble Mr. Elworthy will
have a proper opportunity of representing his views in proper quarters. If they
are favourably considered, due consideration will be given to the suggestion by
Government.

“With regard to what the Hon’ble Mr. Greer said, it is hoped that this
scheme will not put an end to, or restrict the expenditure on, the improvement
of the Suburbs and the works which are to be carried out there. The amount
to be contributed by the Corporation ought not, if their funds go on increasing,
as they are increasing, place such a burden upon the Corporation that it will be
unable to go on with its ordinary expenditure,

“J think I huve answered all the points which have been referred to in the
courge of the debate, and I will conclude by congratulating Your Houour upon
the favourable state of the Finances of the Province and upon the reception
which this Budget has received.”

The Hon’ble the Prrsipent said :—‘‘The debate which we have heaed
to-day, and which it is now my duty to close, will not, I think, yield
in interest or importance to any of the ten which have preceded if since
this Council first undertook the discussion of the Provincial Budget. It
has been marked by two distinct features. The first is the universal spirit
of good-will which has pervaded the criticisms which have been levelled
at the Budget itself. There was a time when this was not so, when the
proposals of Governmeut and their intentions were fiercely attacked, and
when motives, not always the best, were ascribed to the Government
and its officers. It may be that the reason for the change is that in those-
days we were hard-pressed for money, and When we were not able to carry out
all that we wished to do, many hungry suitors were turnad away disappointed.
Now this is all changed, and during the lust three years we have had Prosperity
Budgets, and we have been able to do a great deal for the Province. When
a ship is sailing over summer-seas, with a favourable breeze and flowing
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sails, the crew are comfortable, and are not disposed to doubt the capacity or
question the intentions of the captain and officers. Another reason, lpthink, is
that owing largely to the consistent policy of the late Iientenant-Governor
to take the public into his confidence a.ncly to let them see the single-eyed
desire of the Government to do all that was best for the Province, a good deal
of doubt and suspicion have passed away, and the public and the Members of
this Council are more ready to receive our measures and proposals with a larger
share or sympathy and attention than they did before. Xuother matter which
nas distinguished this debate is the extreme importance of many of the
questions brought before us. Not only have we discussed thrce matters of
great moment to Calcutta, which have arisen not exactly as matters of finance,
but there have been such large questions as reforin of the Police, reform of the
Educational Department, development of Agriculture, development of the
great waterways of the Province, and improvement of the status of various
departments of the State. All these have been dealt with by the Hon’ble
Members in charge of the several departments concerned, and very lttle
remgios to be said by me in regard to them. They have also dealt with the
thrge important matters which chiefly concern Calcutta, but upon thosc
1 &:i ould like to say a few words myself in addition to what hay already been
said.

¢ As regards the Presidency Magistrates, this matter is one that has had
my personal attention for some time. DBut it is far casicr to point out the
disease than to devise a remedy, and in a matter of this sort tho first thing to be
dono is to get at the real facts. The Government hus for some time been
collecting facts, and it is hoped that before long the information hefore us will
be complete. As soon as that is done, I can assurc the Council the alterations
afd reforms which seem to be urgently needed will be taken up and carried
through, 1 hope, to a successful termination.

“As to the Improvement Scheme which has occupied the attention of the
public during the last five years, it is impossible tor me to make any
pronouncement at the present moment: as you have been told, a letter is now
under issue addressed to the Corporation of Calcutta, the Chamber of Com-
merce, and the Trades’ Association, and somo other public bodies, in which the
past history and present stato of the question are fully set forth Then
opinion is being asked on the whole scheme as it now stands, and when that
information is received, the Government of Bengal will forward it, with theu
own remarks and suggestions, to the Government of India. Till that has been
donb and*till our views have been forwarded, I am not able to mske any
announcement as to what will be the poliey of Government in this matter.

“Lastly, there is the question of the block for paying patients at the
Gencral Hospital which the qun’ble Mr. Elworthy and other Members have
roferred to, With the Financial Secretary, I regret that I cannot accept the
recommendation to let bygones be b{dgones and go back on the policy of my
predecessora. It haslong ago been held that the provision of a block for paying
patients sccms rather a matter for the contributions of the public than for a
grant from Government, and thut Government should not be called upon to
provide all the funds for that purpose. At the same time it has always been
admitted thst the Government is always ready to come forward and supple-
ment the subscriptions which may be made by the public. [ hope that even it
funds are not available now they will be available towards tho end of the year,
when Calcutfa and the public will find that Government will gladly come
forward and subscribe their quota to this much-necded reform.

“.The Financial Secretary has given us a short sketch of the many schemes
for the improvement of the Province that were inaugurated during the Govern-
ment of Sir John Woodburn, and which were made possible by the growth of
sprosperity during the last throe years. Some of these have already been carried
ovt, others still remnain; but the Council may rest assured that the Government
is keenly alive to the wants of this great I’rovince, and that it will do ifs best to
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expend to the best advantage the funds which will be at its disposal dwring the
year we have just entered upon.

“1 have now only to declare the business of this assembly closed for this
session, and to adjourn the Council sine die.”

The Council was adjourned sineg die.

CavrcurTa; '} F. G, WIGLEY,

The 4th June, 1903 Secr etary lo the Bengal Council and
’ .
Agsistant Secrelary to the Govt, of Bengai,

Legislative Department,

B. S, Pross——58G=300=4.6.1908==W, L. W,



Absiract of the Proceedings of the Counel of the Ldeutenant-Governor of Bengal,
assembled under the provisions of the Indian Councels Acts, 1861 and 1892,

1963THE Council met in the Council Chamber on Satarday, the 18th July,

Present:

The Hon’ble Mz. J. A. BourpILLON, C.8.1.,, Acting Lieutenant-Governor of
Bengal, presiding.

':I‘he Hon’ble Mr. L. P. Pucr, Offg. Advocate-General of Bengal,
*The Hon’ble Mk, C. E. BuCELAND, C.LE.

:I‘he Hon’ble Mr. B. L. Gupra.

The Hon’ble Mz. L. Harg, c.LE.

The Hon’ble Mr. F. A. SrackE.

The Hon’ble Mr. W. C. MACPHERSON, C 8.L

The Hon’ble Mz. L. P. SHIRRES.

The Hon’ble Mr. A, EArLE,

The Hon’ble Mz. R. T. GreER.

The Hon’ble Mr. W, A. INGLIs.

.The Hon’ble Dr. AsurosE MUKHOPADHYAYA, M.A,, D,L., F.R.A.5,, F.R,8,E,

The Hon’ble Basu CEATURBHOOJ SAHAY.

The Hon’ble MaraARAJA MaNINDRA CHANDRA NaNDY, of Cossimbazar,

The Hon’ble Mr. H. ELwoRTHY,
'The Hon’ble Mr. A. A. APcag.

The Hon’ble MavLys Seras-uL-IsLaM, Kaan BaHADUS.
The Hon’ble Rar TariNt PErsEAD, BARADUR,

The Hon'ble Manarasa Sm Ravanesawar PrasnaD SINGH Bamapug,
* K.C.LE., of Gidhour,

NEW MEMBERS.

The Hon’ble Mz. 8racke, the Hon'ble Me. MacprersoN and the Hon'ble
Mz. SHRRES took their seats in Council,
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.
SUBORDINATE JUDGE FOR NOAKHALL

The Hon’ble MauLvi SeraJ-ur-Istam, Kaax BAHADUR, asked—

Has the attention of the Government beeu called to a letter of the
Nosakhali correspondent, published in the Bengalce of the 28th June, 1903,
regarding the inconvenience and harassment caused to htlgants, owing to t'l.le
de%ny in the disposal of Civil Suits by the District Judge of Noakhali, in
consequence of tEe greater portion of his time being taken up by Sessions
Cases and Criminal Appeals ? o

In view of the above, will the Government be pleased to post & Subordi-
nate Judgo at Noakhali; or make some other arrangement to redress the
grievances of the people ?

The Hon’ble Mr. MacpHERsON replied :—

“The Lieutenant-Governor has read the letter in the Bengalec newspbper
to which the Hon’ble Member refers. a

“The question of appointing & Subordinate Judge in Noakhali has been
for some timo under the consideration of the Hon’ble High Court and the
Bengal Government, and the matter is now before the Government of India.”

CIRCULAR ISSUED BY THE DISTRICT MAGISTRATE OF MYMENSINGH.

The Hon’ble MauLv: Seras-uL-IsLaM, Knax Banapur, asked —

Has the attention of the Government been called to an article in the
Amrita Bazar Patrika of 6th June, 1903, headed “ A most dangerous Circular” ?
Is it a fact that such a Circular has really been issued by the District Magis-
trate of Mymensingh to the Subordinate Magistrates of the district? If so,
does not the Government think that it is calculated to interfere with the
judicial independence and discretion of the Subordinate Magistrates ?

The Hon’ble M. MAcraERSON replied : —

“The urticle to which the question vefers was brought to the notice of the
Licutenant-Governor. The District Magistrate’s attcntion has been drawn to
tho High Court’s Circular Order of the 16th June, 1900, and he was requested
t'adwit,l}dl'uw‘ any circular which bhe may have issued in transgression of that
order,

RE-ORGANIZATION OF THE SUBORDINATE EXECUTIVE SERVICE.

The Hon’ble Rar Tarint Persaap, BAnAvUR, said—

The Hou'ble the Financial Secretary, in laying on the table the Bengal
Budget Estimate for 1903-1904, observed: ‘“The re-organization of Sub-
Deputy Collectors has not yot been finally sanctioned”; and in that estimate
Rs. 1,00,000 was allotted for the improvement of the status of the Sub-Dcput?
Collectors, one-half of which was s ew% under the head of ‘““Land Revenue”
and the other half under the head of **Law and Justice”; and furthef in
paragraph 30 of the explunatory notes on that estimate it was stated that
“the increase under (1) is dueto larger provision made under salaries for the
proposed re-organization of the Subordinate Executive Service, which is
awaiting the sanction of the Government of India.” Will the Government
be plcased to lay on the table the scheme for such re-organization, shewing how
it has proposed to spend the said sum of Rs, 1,00,000, and to state whether
such scheme has since received the sanction of the Government of India?

The Hon’ble MR, MacrHERSON replied :—

_““The scheme has not yet received the sanction of the Government of
India, and it is not at present possible to publish the details of it, which are
still under careful consideration.”
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*MISCONDUCT OF RAILWAY EMPLOYES AT ASANSOL STATION.
The Hon'ble Rar TARINI PERsHAD, BAHADUR, asked—

Has the attention of Government been drawn to a scrap appearing in
the Amrita Bazar Patrika of 13th June, 1903, complaining of the oppressive
and impertinent conduct of Railway employés towards respcctable passengers,
and, amongst them, a Sub-Deputy Magistrate at the Asansol station, travelling
with his family ?

The Hon’ble Mr. INGLIs replied : —

“The East Indian Railway authorities have instituted inquiries into this
matter, and will no doubt deal with it effectively.”

WAITING-ROOM FOR NATIVE LADIES AT ASANSOL BTATION.
The Hon’ble Rar I'Arint PersHAD, BAHADUR, asked -—

Is the Government aware that there is no suitable waiting-room for
native ladies at the Asansol Railway station, und that a memcrial has been
presented to the East Indian Railway Authorities with a view to remove this
waat ?

Will the Government be pleased to dircet the Railway Authoritics to
arrange for some sort of purda accommodation on the down platform of the
Asansol Railway station for native ladics, who are put to very great
inconvenience on this account ?

The Hon’ble Mg, INaLIs replied :—

¢ The Lieutenant-Governor is informed that there is already a room set
apart for” native ladies on the up platform, and one on the down platform is
being provided.”

SUPERINTENDENT OF STAMPS AND STATIONERY.

The Hon'ble Rar Tarin1 Persniap, Banapur, asked—

Will the Government bo pleased to state whether, in disposing of the
cost of Superintendent of Stamps and Stationcry on retirement of Mr. Manson,
it is not intended to give preference to the claims of such members of the
Executive Branch of the Provincial Service as have, by their ability, experience
and meritorious work, fitted themselves for that post ?

The Hon’ble Mk. Snirres replied :—

““The whole question of the organization of the Stamps and Stationery
Department, and of the status of the officer who may, in future, be appointed
to lhold echarge of it, is now under coneideration. Until the question is
Jdecided, Government is not in a position to say how future incumbents of
the post of Superintendent will be recruited,”

L]
THE CHOTA NAGPUR TENANCY (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1803.

The Hon’ble Mr. Bracke in presenting the Report of the Select Committee
on the Bill to amend the Chota Nagpur Landlord and Tenant Procedure Act
and the Chota Nagpur Commutation Act, 1897, said :—

“ I have now, Sir, the honour to present to this Council the Report of the
Select Committee on the Chota Nagpur Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1903,
and in go doing wonld, with your permission, miake some remarks with regard
to certsin of the matters referred to in the revised Bill. Copies of the Bill,
u8 originally introduced, were seut to all those most intercsted in the districts
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to which it applies. The Bill itself was considered at a very representative-
meeting held at Ranchi in april last. The views then expressed have been
duly considered, and the Hon'ble Members of the Sclect Committee have been
most materially aseisted by the gentleman who will shortly take his seat in
this Couneil as the Member for Chota Nagpur.

« In the Statement of Objects and Reasons attached to the Bill, as iatro-
duced into this Council, it was stated that the proposed amendments were
designed to meet certain objects, eleven in number. Of these, one has been
abandoned by the Select Committee, viz., that to prevent the exacting of.
more than customary rates of rent from non occupancy raiyats. 'The reasons
for this have been stated in the Report. Five additional objects have been
provided for in the clauses of the revised Bill. They are the following: (1) to
make certain changes in procedure; (2) to provide for an appeal against
orders passed in execution of decrees; (3) to grant the right of a second
appeal to the High Court; (4) to remove, as far as possible, the causes wh:ch
have tended to foster the agitation that has been disturbing the Mundaris
for so long a time; and Jastly (5) to bring the procedure of the Commutation
Act of 1897 into line with that followed by the Settlement Officer, with regard
to the record-of-rights when a survey and record-of-rights is being preparet;
and predial services, etc., have to be compulsorily commuted. ¢

“The first essential with regard to the admissibility of a proposed
change was whether urgency could be pleaded in its favour. I_?nless
this could be satisfactorily demonstrated, the adoption of a suggested
amendment has not been recommended to this Council. Failing the neces-
sary dete which cannot as yet be furnished by the Settlement Officer, and
which will not probably be fully available for a few years, it ie impossible
now to may to what extent the princijpla contained in the term *settled
ratyat’ should be applied to Chota Nagpur, This affects the provision,
in the original Bill for facilitating the acquisition of occupancy rights.
Although imperfect, it has been retained because it met some cases. Any
attempt to improve it further would have led to the adoption, in some
shape or other, of the principle of the ‘settled raiyat, a subject which,
as 1 have just said, cannot be yot discussed.

¢“But advantage has been taken of the present opportunity to embody in the
Bill a custom which is generally followed by all good landlords, viz., to declare
that the holder of lands known as Korkor or some other synonymous term has
a right of occha.nc in them. I would explain that Korkor is the term used
to designate a field which a raiyat, by his own efforts, has converted from
upland into riceland by terracing, and it presupposes the existence of a village
which the term #kiuné katti does not. Clause 4 of the Bill restricts fhe sale
or transfer of a raiyat’s holding. The necessity for these restrictions must be
explained. The right of a raiyat to sell his holding is not recognized in
the Divigion, save in pargana Dhalbhum, in the district of Singhbhum,
But though not recogmized, raiyats are gradually more and more, though
slowly, beginning to sell their holdings, and in course of time a custom
will established, unless measures are now taken to check it. Not to
check the Erowth of any suoch custom would most probably result in the
reduction of a vast number of the raiyats to the condition of serfs. There
are already aifns' that this may happen, for in Dhalbhum the purchases
by mahajans of raiyati holdings for the purpose of subletting them aggin at
heavy reutals are increasing rapidly. To prohibit sale merely would not suffice.

“There are two recognised systems of usufructuary mortgage, viz., the
sarpeshgr and the dhooghut bundha. Under the former of these the profits arising
from the land go merely to repay the interest due. Under the latter such profits
extinguish both principal and intercet. The former system is & most danger-
ous one among an aboriginal people, for though the debtor—a man who never
thinks of the morrow and is always carried away by impulse—dues not part
with his land out and out and knows that he can get it E&ck again on pay-
ment of the principal, yet in many cases such repayment is quite outside tgﬁ
man’s means. Thus the zarpeshyi system tends to create a landless race, and
the provisions in thé Bill will, if accepted, do away with it.



