
• *  >  ^



METI;^M
U  L  L « Y

r ; p  L y î\r
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fip p re v io u s  D if p o f i t io n i  to , ? .id  th e  IVJeth'Td q f . th e  
„  R R  A T  I O  N : ‘T h e  A d  a fr’ a n d  E  v  e  j  *• w^i*
R e p c n a n r t  a n d  S a f F e r in g s j , 'l 'k c « - ? o f te r i tv  d t  t t o  N o /
\V i th  a ip a r t ic u la r  D e fc r ip tro r^ o x  U c  D e -- u  ^  e .

In .  T l ; e  v V n rd - r tu i  Li,fe o f  A B - i  a n d  th v  D  * in £ l '" " j
b f t 'v e e n  th ^  1  w o  y n e s ,  t h a t  J t  IfS*> a  f , '  F a t h e r  o f  th «  
J e w f i  a> 'd 'o f I s H M /c'f j^y F a t h e r ^ ' t h e  A r 4 h .  ^
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Lord ■ HIAR LET..
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* ,

L  ̂ * */'
my* Ai'fivtii'in ' , 

''%Englaml, Three Y"ears"'
; vii'ace;' (r,6m . Ĵ arl?ary; a: > 

Countr) ’̂ wherein I h^ve pafs’<J 
Twenty Years of my I.irt, I !>cfd * - 

, noTdbrici* determined'Cc).Tninfiate
• •  ̂

theT reatife of which I h e’rj>intreat 
r  A* ?/., ■ *Yyiu'
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t * • YdurLordffiip’s Accegtanee, than 
' I dcf '̂i^ed"tohori9ur’the*pnginal 

PlaSe in?-the Himeyiajt 
I , Ghxarj: ‘ •*

not Attempt to gi’̂  2f oui>̂  
Loi'diiiili ai:̂ - particular Aifcount 

fhis^Woilvthe’At^hor'.l)im- 
fclf havin|*done^it fo fufly. * • 

r The Chief#Motrvds*of‘ n\y uij- 
*-\iertaking the T '̂anflation, w«re,
' *To siye my £ountrynlen,^^iiiore 

juft"lds^s,of A^Ni)tious< ©f the 
^̂ ahorft̂ tanh;’’/WydiW th^y. *haVe

. in  th e  Auth<iiy,,j^ei;e v(^ry 6 u riou Sj _ 
^ ’d (tvTghfr tJot ^o D c b a ii’ed in  th e  

>w JJttle-knjJiwn^ L an ^ u ag es‘’'{ in  th is  
PaV f' o f  th ^ 'A Y o r ld )  i i r ‘w h ich  
t h e y ‘c irtf^ liv ered /  ‘ • • '  •-
 ̂ ■ -7  -i. •- ‘ ■

. /  ‘ . ; H 0W
. I. • . • ' ' ■ .Ai
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How Jcame by tKe Manufcript, '
I have acquainted the. Reverend 
and Il^afhed P̂ rideaux,̂ !̂
a ‘hereunto Annexed ; <x *̂ 

^alL only a8d, TJiat, .iiF, the ; 
Original be thought worthy of _  
Your.V pQrdfhip’s ^c£ep(;an|:e  ̂. - 
and if  ertller That,* or.the Tranr 
flation, >can.glve..Your Lordfhip 
any Enterta’inment', it'w ill {̂ n- , 
f\ve| all the Wiiies' of, . .

•  . •  j  •  •
LONDON, /f„ ’.♦ «  *
V.»r sa lyji? •  O  R  l i j

* * • ,  * * ♦•.. I'oiuc L̂ rdjhh'̂  ?mjt Ol?edtgnt
' • ! %  . • *  '  ■

•TIiitiî T̂  Servant^
• -  *

«»> j

J . .. K f t )  R  G  A  N .
»
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• HllMPHIt’EY PRIDXAUX; 0.D. 
D e ^ n  p f  N ^ O R  W I  C H .

R f e V E R E N D S i R ,
•

E L Y  I N  G or^ your Goodnefs, th a t 
'  you H*J1 Pardon m y in truding on 
‘ your bett'er employ’d-Thoughts, I  
‘ ^make held* to«procee^^ witlpout fur- 
‘ jther ApolqgVj You being, un- , 
‘ /doubtedly, the prgperefl: Pgrfon to  » 

be apply’a  to  in  tMs M atter. * . . •  ̂ •
*■ H . the Kiftgdcm oi Tunfs* where (and m *«ther ^  
Parts t ^ . '^ b a r y )  I refided feveral Years, I jilir- 
chafed a Anno 1719, Written A»»o Dom- 1603. .
by one o f tfcofe/ejm iugly c o 'n v tr t^  Moors^ called by  . 
the Spaniards C h r ? ^ j  a  kws N u k '/o s , whofe profe^ed 
C hriftian ity  being forced and unvoluntary, was, 
by'ConfequenCe, n»ver real. I 'h e  Author’s A im -in  
com piling this W ork, was for the Inftruftion of the ■* 
numerous and ignftjant M ultitude of jhis N ation and 
Pe'rfuafion irfhabitmg <thofe Kiqg^d(OTs* concerning 
their erroneous Chronology, and the.Kiites'and Cere
monies of that pernicious Sedt. T hatibejng the T im e ' 
when* the Inqwfition wa» hcjtt.eft againft thofe coun-

* . .  4  * ‘ terfm t
^  ® — A
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? ttrFelt Ghrlftians, an£ bat” fe«^ Yearslbefore thetf * 
‘ lafttCTenejalf Expijl^on, ail who aft^nol ignorant of 
‘ •'the B igotry and miftaken Z< 1̂ o f t|je Kotni.fh C lergy,
‘ efpeci^ly ife m ay e^fily irrragine^the Confufion 

. ‘ tliqjr Rsligious Affairs muft be ii) a fter‘̂ o rigorous a 
‘ P.tolicDtion, and ô  ̂ fo long u Continuance.^ the b,»re 

t  Uf?- pf tbeir N atural. Lahguage,* beifig' deemed a 
'  tirim e w.’̂ orthy the Cognizance <pf th a t mercilefs* and

• ‘ deteft'al^e T ribuhal5̂  ̂ B at not tp d r e  your Patience,  ̂
.. ‘ or detain you  upon a Subjedt you,are fo mncb better ’

‘ 'acquaihttcf w ith tljan I  can pretend to be, f  proceed^
^  f give you feme Account of*the Book iffelf.

begin? *lor^ before the ' '  <(rit]i th.e 
,  ‘ previous l3ifpo<ition il. the Empyreal'Heavien t^vgrds

it, au;l bfingi down to the Death of that Grand 
‘ ImpojSor, tvfjofe Li^e ypfl ‘have fo accira te ly  ftan-.
‘ fmit^ed* to Pofterity.- Though his O rthography, or 

. f lather Cacography, is peculiar to'hiinfeltj yet there
* ■* is fomething Carious^jnd tTncoimnpii throughout the 

^  whole.W prk; Nor .does i t  w ant a beautiful Extra- 
f vhgaqpe, ,aad an^ unW ti^rited EWgancy^ not only 
f in my- Owji, but iin .the Opinion <bf''.feveral 
' G entl^nen Le^rningr and Senfe. He h^s conv 

^  pod’d the whole in 'M etre , and W  fordoihg, giv'e^ 
t ‘ his }J.eafon in a fhort Prefac!^ The Language is 
. ‘ though not properly bptinterriiix’d  ^

r wiA\ and Vaknqia^ Iriioms j(hc b«ing
‘ !i Native oi AvrJgo;!) ’vith itinumeraiil* Arabick 
‘ W ords in SpanifJ> Teficniqations; So th af I may, w itlv  
‘ out V anity , aft^m i there are yery  fe f  in th is Na- 
‘ tioil who can m ake any^ thiijp^/'l; It befjdes m yfelij 
t "U ho by ra y ,long CovitinuaiTL-e, and freq’icq t |Conver- 
‘ / a f p n s  w ith  th e  O fffpring, of thofe Eiciles in  

•' *  ** Bhrbqry, ana thoroughly v trs’d iji their W ay 'of
* cxpre^ing their Sspjriinpnts. I t  p,iay„without Srruple, 
f  be depenvled^nias Ger.uinp; fd rit c&n be flarcefup- 
‘ pofed, iha^, pt*rqfh a Jundure, an Aljaqui^ when

• ‘ his Flock wefe in fuch nfeed of Spiritual Inftrudion ,
I ^ou](l giye them an:/ t^hing cqxitrary firiw

0-; ‘ Tenets
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Tenets o f the*  Belief, a t feaft wilfully  ̂ and, indeedj 
‘ jn  feveral P llc& f he modeftly plg»ds kjs own«In-
* fufficiency for fi^ch an^ U ndertaking, for w ant o f
‘ M aterials and t^apacity. ' ' . ■ ^

‘ As h» giv^s a more particu lar Accoynt. o f  fe- 
‘ ver^l o f  Aificeftors,» and of p im fe lf ,
‘ ([and likewife*mofl*unaccduntgj3le fab les o f  m any o f  •
‘ the I*atriarchs, but eipecially o f  Al>rabam) fhan I  m eet ’
‘ with ifi other tV^ritejs, I was gtiyifed t a  pqj)]ifh i t
* ‘for its < ^# iofity , and 1 have* in Effedl, tran fla te^
‘ £/7|//yZ)-Prore, about a Sixth P art o f *it,‘ w ith
‘ tnany Explanatory Notes, which feveral good Judges .

* '  tell m f, *are.jji*flo wife Im p e r tin ^ t  to  the M »tter^
‘ but ri<hef vory*t[feful and In ftru d iv s , & c.

‘ I f  yo\i pleafe. Sir, to give your Confent, I  am  
‘ iT^dy to  fenri you tl̂ C Sheet? I  hav f dprje, rough and 
‘ ufipolilted, j u f t t h e y  are, by any Conveniency 
‘ you (hall d ire f t : The which if  you will take the Pains 
‘ to perufe an*d (end me )rour Sentiments, I ftiall reckon 
‘ ni y felf your D ebtor fqf wh^tfoever Service (hall a t a n y  •
‘ Time, or on any Vt-cafioi^ fa ir ih  m y W ay. A n d 'if  
‘ y^ou wo9ld»be plaaf^d to« cflrredt a few .Pages, the  
‘ C^oiredflons of fo eminent a,Pdb, J fflould take as an  
‘ Jfonour.tfnd fa v o u r , a«d fhall f trv e  me as fo m any-,.
‘ Rules in m y fu tur? carrying on this W ork. • •

■* Now, h a ^ n g  too ,Wng incroach!d on ^wu^ PattejicejJ
* I only beg you’ll bg pleas’d to» g ran t me a fp?ody ^
‘ Anfwer, ‘̂ pd^Leavtf to fubfcribe myfelf, ' •

•

•  . , Revere/id S I R ,  .
L o N’ n o n; *
■ A'.iguft I I . •  •  ^

J7>3< • * ,
* • Jour mofl humile'Servartl^ ’ .

,  • to Commani, ^

J G S .  M - Q R G A N .• • •
,  /  • •  I  take ,



'  ‘ I
‘ r  take*tfiis Oi^portunity, c f  returning m y moft 

hearty T h ^ ^ s  to  Dean Prideaux, {ou, his kind Com
pliance w ith  my Requeft, in a Revifal o f this W ork, 
had he 'not been iticapacjtated, through his 111 State of 

^ H e a lth /  and ,very '^reat Weaknefs^ of whidi I received 
th e  followjpg m eknchbly Account, from ^ is  Ajnanu' 
ertfis^ the next Poft ^fter I  wrote to him.

* c

I

J. M .
w •  ■ ^  *

I f  * .

A ’ • r  .

T i e  A n i w e r  o f ' D e a n  'I P  r  i^ b  e  a  u  x /
'  - c -  f*  •  .,   ̂ p,  .

SIR,
<

W rite you tlK3, by th^ Oij,der of m y M after
• the D ean oi' JsKrzvich', Who cqm^nands me 

 ̂ ‘ to . t̂eU , tThat he has received }{pur Let- 
% ter, knd would be g lad 'to  ferve you in  (Jie M atte r 

, -'‘ you propofe, were he in a C ondition; B ut being now 
‘ wealcofd b.yAge and Infijrmky; to  fi^h  d Degree,
‘ ^sfche ha'th not Strength in his H ands to  w rite his own

■* ‘ iName, he defires to  be excufed, .an^ ’th a t you would 
'  not take i t  amifs, that h*e cannot write**to you him-

• ‘ fclf.
c  ^ ‘ ' tj * ' ^

k o r w i c h , la in *  #1̂ *' *
Aiigult th  l8 th ,  r * . '
,  17 2 2 . •  ( ‘ o  • ,

*  • . ‘ Tbur humble Servant,

TH Q ,‘ C H irH C H .

%To Uic ]t)f. Morgan, &'c.



>Mahometat̂  Confefliop’̂ F a i t h  ;
• V .  . O R , - : .  •

A X T S -E A T I S E  co^cernm^ ihe,
A r^  I c i’.E %jwh 'jc7j  ev&ry good Mufful- 
man is obliged Jo recave and be
lieve. th order to 'be o f the Number• ^ * ^ 9

. o f the  F a i t h f u l .

•  •
• o f  G O  U s •ExiJieTice.

H  E ArtJbles o f our* Faith , w hidi ^very 
^ o d  M ufiilman is bound »o te l i fv e ,  ^ n d  
to  seceive; w ith an kitire Alfarance,* Sre 

^.Thirteen in Number, w hereof this is tlw 
and principal.

, ------------ ^ ^ -----------------;----------------------------- ------

*  T h e  T itle  tif this in  t t e  6»igin il isj Traii</a,ffjiui>do de lot A f-  
titulot, que tndt buen MuJUm efta obhgado a ttier j^e% tt par F i ; that 
is. The je m d  T ttttife  i f  tb^ A n 'd e t  which everjxoo^*Mpf>iiauil n  tbit' 
ged to btlteve aid bold as raitb . W hat is luoft remSrkablc in tt.it M- S. 
if, th a t ijj is w ritten in Sptui/h, with Arabick Charaftcrs. » I t  it in 
the Riiblick Library *at Amfterdaw^ aad was l,itely trihflated in to  
French, from a Latin Vtrfion taken from the Original. Mr. J(rlnnd, 
in his De Relig. Moham, frequently quotes it. Beiiw ftiort, and, in 
all Likelihood, Authentick and Geouine, 1 thought if io tim p ro p e r  to  
be prefixed to  th ii W ork. •

' * * T o• •



i .  • ,  I , ^

s ii 'P je  Mahomeftan donfejjion ' ,
w T o  believe from  the  to colfefs with the o
Topgue, a r^ ,  with a vohintary  an^ f l4^faft M ind, to  

..affirm, T h a t there I's but One Qnly O ld , Lord and Go
vernor of «tht Upiverfe’, u ^ o  produced All Things 
from  Nothing-, in  whom there is neither Image nor 
Refemblance, who<!never begot Any Pertpnwhatfoever^

, as He Himfftlf was begotten by N onp ,; who, as He 
never was ^ Son, fo He never hatK bepn ^ ^ath«r. I t  
is this Lord and Sovereign Arbite® o f  all Things,* 
whom we 'M.ufulmafn are bound to ferve anS adore. 
So that,.dione amougfl: us m ay deviate frohi*this Ar
ticle, l»ut every one muft im prin t i t  deeply in  hjs 
JHear.t •, tor it  is u^qucftiqnable. ,  .

‘  ‘ •  y -  ;• •
n.

o f  the Prophet M o h  e  p, and his 
A l c o r a n . *♦

T h e  Second A rtic le , with Its Principal R ea fo n s.
4- t ■

WE m uft,believe from ouf H earts" aod'confefs 
with our M outlif, T hat the Moft }-figh God,

' ' after haying revealed.H im felf tb^M ankmd by His An- 
dentrProphets, fent us at length his EleS^d, the Bleffed 
Mohamed; witH the Sacred an& Divine L aw , which, 
tJnro’.His Grace, He “had {a) created, •ihe which is con- 
tained in the venerable th a t hatlf been from  '
H im  rem itted • to us.' By this H o ly ‘Law  it is, th a t '

(o') There a rf  Controverfies atneng th e  Mtthmeidtis in Points o f 
Religion, as well ,?s"a!Tiong us. The Opinions o |  their D o lo rs  were 
f o r ' feveral Ages Mivided concerning tWs fam ous'Qneftion, W kttbtr 

the Alcoran C reated  or Uncreated ? and it was. at laft thought 
t h e  w i f e . !  Way to  leave.’it  undecided. feems this Author was for 
the AffirmatWe; whereas, on the <;:oitrary, tlv t Writer of the A iridg- 
m ent of the Mthotiet'itti Religion, publiflied by M r. KeUnd, declares 
himfelf flatly on the Negative. Neither could J ever find in any Au- 
t t o r  that it ic dtHided by'the Alcoran.

. God



• o/  f A-ITH.  x'iii 
f -1 • . .

• 6 o d ‘h ith  ^boljRied all the*prec«ding ones, an d ^h al^  
withdrawn from  tllfeir Doubt? and ^ jro rs« a ll Nations 
and People, m  ordet tO | guide them to a  firm and 
lif tin g  State of Vlappinefs. Wherefore; w «^re obliged 
e x a d ly  t(S f6ll®w the Precepts, Rites^ and Ceremonies 
thereof, and to  abandon e v e ry  otfier Sedt'or Religion • 
whatfoever^ whether inftitifted before or lince fliis F inal • 
Revelation. By this Article we "are  diftinguifhed, 
and fen^rated f^om all fort of Idohtr}’-, Jyiijg Rhap> 
fodies, ^n^.falfe Prophefies, an?T from .all thofe S ^ ts , 
Societies,* or Religions different From .ours, tvHich are 
either errofieous, abrogated,' or (a) exaggerated, void 

. b f  Faith , ^ n d  y ifhout Truth-, as d^ily 'appears Uyr thp 
fevera'CNotionS fiF the Infidelsj* who divorce and dif- 
annul, their Statutes and Inftitutiofis, after having 

, made them 5 #everyJVIome1aii changing their Principles, 
becaufe jhey  are ignorant of God’s Goodnefs; and who( 
difhonour their o\frn Rites and CeremonieSj by  con- 
tinual Innovations and Rcfqrm ations. '*

' i H  •
.  •  *  .  •  ,  •  •

0 /  PfOYidence Ptedeftination, ,
. T/^/>^iA rticIc. its  Principal R ^ f e n s .  *

WE muft firmly*belieye, arid hold as a C ertain ty , • 
Tnatf except God Himfelf, who alw ays v3or^ 

and alw ays JhaU he, every Thingi lhall one D ay be 
ann ih ila ted  "^nd^that the Angel t f ,  Decith^ lliall take 
to  h im fe lf /h e  Soul's ftfc M ortals deftined to a tcjtal 
and univerfal ^xtindlion, by the Coinmand o f  God 
bur Powerful Lord an3 who wa^ able, and^iatlr
vouchfafed to produQe.oat o f  Nothing, and, in  fine, to 
fet4nl^orm,thi!fcUniverra) W orld, wi^h airJthin'gs there-

,C“)  In. .the French Vcrfion, whicit I folfow, it Ou erm cet, ou 
«irn^ies, au fjutg^trks, [m s fat, ^ J tn s  v e r i t i :

‘ ifi• •



X
"oT/feljion

IB contained, both G9od*^an3 Evil, Swpetand Bitter* ® 
and,v>ho hat^ been likewife capable^ hath known how, 
and hath been pleafed to  appdint Twcf Angels, the One 
on the Right, knd the Other the Eefp; to regifter the 
A dions oJ: every one o f u s ,,as  wcU thg Gc|)d as the 
B ad, to thfe End* that Jujridxal Cognizance m ay 

,  be takeh thsreof, and Santence "pronounced there
upon, a t ths great»'Day .of Judgm ent. I t  is therefore 
necefTary to  believe '̂’redeftinatibh •, kut i t  is not per
m itted to dilcqurfe th treof, to any whoipfo^ve'r, ’till 
dJter b e iiig .p e rfed ly w e ll verfed in the S tu iy  o f our 
W ritten  Law, v iz . the Alcorari, and o f  pur Sunna, 
whiclj. is ^ u t  OraJ Law .. As to tbe^reft,•feeing all 
Things are to h?.ve an pnd , let as do Goo^ Work<3, and 
deport Ourfelves'fo, that we may five for E verj A 
Lite, which is the real I^ifc o f Exiftenc^e, and whirh 
can nev^r be obtained but through the Pradice of 
Vertue ; As hath been denounped by the Primi?ive Pro- 

•’ phets, before the Sacred Volume of the Alcoran was 
A n t  us from Heaven.

• I

■ . , ‘i  v .  . ‘ . .

' OfthehiterrQ gaUonm the.G 't2L\t. . /
Ths F&urth Article, with its^t'incip^  Rcafdns*

W

E mufl: tru ly  and firm ly believe «nd  hbld in  
certain and alTured, the IntertOgafion of the 

Sepulchre, which \Vill after Death be ^ m in iftre d  to 
every one of us by  tVo A nf els,^ ejton' thele Four impor
tan t Queftions, ."VVho was our Lord and oui;*God > WKo . 
was our Propt^fl > W hich was pur Religion ? And on 
'whal Side Was our (a) Kibla ? He who fhall be in  a Con- ,  

t , .d itiori •
_______________________«■ _____________ ' ______________ «  -  %  .

(a) Ktb'.a, is the Point o f the Compafs towards which all Mahcme. 
tans turn  their F ires at their Devotions, and is, as ne»r as they can 
guefs, towards the Caaba, or Tenjple o f  I t  is a miftaken No-

• ‘ • .  lion ■

xiv ■ Jhe
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^ t i o n  to  m ak^nrw er,T h ifrG !od  yrashis only Lord, a n *  
Mobamed his P fop ly tj.ftian  find a great ^Jlumin^tjon 
in  his Tomb. andWhall hiiifelf reft m 'G lo ry . B ut fae 
who (hall not reabe a  prcJper Anfwer to> hefe  Que- 
ftions, lhaU be involved in j)a rknefs u n til the D ay o f 
Judgment.® Let us then drg*ad fo terrible a Lot, where 

Jio  Succour 'or ton fo la tion  is to  be eipecled ftf)m any  
P a r t  foever ^ a n i  let us look upon it a ^ n  Inftance of the 
Divine Clemency, tha t Things a re .fo  difpofed for th« 
C om fbfrt)f the Ju ft, and for’the t e r r o r  o f  thelJngod- 
ly. For !£ V?e call ourfelves to an*Examination in this* 
Lifcj God will, after Death, vouchfafeus His Grace ’till 
the D ay of.Judgm ^nt. ' . • . •

. •  • •
•  •

V .

O f the Future DifTolution.

The Fifth Article, wi'th its Principal R eafons..

W'E ifiuft fcearfily belfeve, and hpld as certain^ 
tlfat not only all ThirTgs ftiall One Day perilh,. 

and be annihilated, Angels, M tn , Devils, t^c . bnc 
likewife, tha t if: (hall come to pafs, a t ‘the fen^ o f  the 
W orld, when tne A n g e l ( h a l l  ̂ blow ths T rum pet, 
in  fuch fort, that^ except the Sove’reign God, none of 
the U niverfal Q eation  (hall rem ain alive, im m ediately 
Fifter the dreadful Noife, which (hall caufe the Moun-

•
tion of thofe who affirni^ T h st they pray w ith thei* F a a s  ilways to
wards the Eafl, fooic fay the Sonti', for it muft onl^ be urderftood • ' 
o f thofe who refide to  the North and Wefi o f that Temple, which is  ̂
ererm ore ^ e i r  general according to  tl^eir refpeftivt Situal'' '
tion»; And the hafgis»OT F ;lgrias, when they arrive I t  M rc c a 'is  
;hey Y early 'do io great M ultiiudci frcrti all Parts, indifferently pray' 
ill round the iaid Temple.

• . . .  tains
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xvi ' t h e  'bAdh.otmt^n CoiifeJjio7i
stains to trem ble, the E&rU« to :?inc, Aid the Saa to 
changed to  the ColtJbr ef-Blood, In| this total Ex; 
tiriftion, tTie Laft* who fhail die wyll be Azarael .the

• Angel o f  D e a th : And tlia  Powej^ o | the Mofl: H igh 
God will ^ e  evidently jiianifefted. Who^ would not 
apprehend fo terrijble a Noife, and fcf drefidlul a De- 

^ .ftrudtittn? Who w^uld notice touched 'a t fo difiiial a 
Solitude? T^ho \yould not labour to*Uve r/ell,^and .to 
abound in Good Wbrlcs, in Hopes of an equ,itable 
and advarrtageous ^ijm penfation > (J) Who would not.

‘ - O f the Sun, a n d  of t n e ’M obn'^i'c W'ho w ould '
not from this Moment begin to groan for Hi's Sins, and 
to lament his-laftEnd, u^eth^r it happen^h by N ight 
or t y  E)ay ? LeA^us ftop at thefe 'flioights", qnd let us 
w alk  armed \W h H ip e  and Good W orks; £or w hat
ever is not ot that Numbey, is only lenr us in this tran- 
iito ry L ife , a n d  render Ah us o b n o i io i t3  toD eath 'and  
Punifhm ent. H appy for us, if  we givd dueoAttentioii 
to thfcfe gr^at T ru th s ; all Thing's lhall become bene- 

,  fc ia l and favourable to U s ; ,as well Poverty as Riches, j 
Bitternefs as Sweetiiefs, Adverfity as Profperity. j  
Every thing ftiall elevau: us, and g iv e , to ou'r Souk 
that (c) Subli/nity

(^) Sc^.thV  9th Article, Ahercta *Jre Author ixplain i this fueuic 
, Oompenfatioh. •   ̂ i

(b )  This Chufwj and all others w hith follouj, »te  in the FtencUjjk
Tranflation ; There is a N o te , wherein th e  like arc intimated to b r / J
io the Litin M .S . and perhaps may .be the Tame in the Original.

 ̂ * o ’- ' * ’ .* - I
Cf) Cette noblrjfe...............- T^it (japs, as I fyve hinted a1jove,l

v e  in the fu m jt .  In this B iace’tis probable, the Author wouMI 
hrve faid fomcthing concerning the Aflivfcv an(} Agility requiredi 
in the difficult Paifage of ihe Sharp-edged Bridge, w hich is treated f 
o f  und^r the lU h  A rticle. t  . „  .

.• t l .  0 1
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O f ilye •futuh  Refurrecftidn.

W '

Thi Sixth A rticle, rvuh its Principal Reafons.

E afe o£j[iged cordially to beKeve, afld to hold 
for certain, T ha t the Firft, before all others, 

whom Cod fliall revive in (hall be the Angel
ot Death';.Viid tha t H e will a t tha t Tim e recall all th^ 
Souls in general, and reunite them to the refpedive 
Bodies to .w hidj §ach belonged; fbine of whichj(hall 
he deftiiied to  Glory, and others ^  Torm ent. But upon 
E arth , ^h? Firft whom God will rai^e, fhall be our 
B^e^^ed Vtophet Mohamcd.* As for the E arth  itfelf, it 
fhall open oii all Hdes,’ an3 lhall be changed in a  
M om ent’i and» by God’s Command, Fire fhall be 
kindled in every Pai:t thereof, which lhall be e iten d ed
to  its utmoft Extrem ities, ( a ) ...................God w ill*
then prepare a vaft Plain, perfedly level, and of filf- 
ficient E x |ei\t to contain all Creatures fummcined to 
give a n ,  Accoitnt o f ’their* part Condwdl:. ' M ay this 
folemn, d ^ n itiv e , and irrevocable Judgm ent aVaken 
uyfrom  our Security , for, to nwthmg th»t ha th  been ,  
created, fhall Favour be ftjewed. Every ^ul,{ha!ll be 
judged there by the fame Rule, anjl wxthoat Exceptvri 
i f  Perfons. * * . .

• *
(*) Here I can’t  guefs what Ihonld have toOoweJ.

i n  . rii: o f



xviii ' J h e  A lahow ^tan  ^o n je ffio n

• VI • I
O f the  Day of Judgtflent.

«> •
The Sciicntb A v\.\c \q, w ith  its Principul Ktdi^ons. \

• • e /
W E  mu ft bt'lieve from our H earty  and hold for 

ceyain , T ha t f’̂ r e  fhall be a D iy  o f Judgm ent, 
whereon God lhall ordain all Nations to^aj)i>ear in  a 
f la c e  appointed for this great T ry a l, o ffu ffic ien t 
Vaftnefs, that His Majefty m ay there be ev iden t in 
Spleitdor.* I t is ^n  th is m agnificfot ancf fpacious 
Station, that the univ^rfal Aiiembly* o£ all Cfeatures 
Ikall be made, ^ o i i t  the Middle of the D ay, and in 
the Briglitnefs of Noon : Afid thcp it is, (T ha t, accom
panied by His Prophet, (/Mohtimed) and , in the 
Prefence o f all M ankind, God (hall, with Juftice and 
Equity, judge all the Nations^ot The Earth in general, 
^ n d  every Perfon in particular." T o this lifftCt, e v e r /  
onfc o f us fliall have a Book, or Catafogue of our Adtiorts 
delivered to us; that of* the Goqd^ ;n ^fueh r-/ife, that 
i t  (hall be rê  ei*v ed.and h/Id in the Right-hafiid ; and 
that ot‘ the W icked, fo, that it fhall bê , received and 
held in the I elr-hand.* (a) - - - As to the Duration 
of tl'j.a'c I><y, ct (hall be as long«as the Cbntinuance o f 
thcv^^refent ‘Age. This lhall b^a  Dgy o f  Sighs and 
Gvijf, a L'ay of rnbuiati/^n and Anguilh, when t h ^  
Cup of Sorrow and M ilery muft be dAiiK up, even 
the very Dregs.thcrcoF. But this is w hatftia^l be par
ticu larly  experiem ftl by the U ngodly and thePerverfe: 
E^er}'^ thing lljall preiln t tei'them  Ideat" of Sorrow 
and AfRidh’on.c i 'o  them every thing fhall become 

‘ Alcfcs and BitWnefs. T h ty  fhall not obtain one Mo-

(* ) In the M thom tttv  fatechirm  it is, hrh':nd their bfcaufe 
th ijr fay, c re ry  Qjnc’s Hands are To tied. Perhaps ’t»as tlwt whiclj 
tva: om itted, and /hould have filled the

O' c 0° m ent



I ojf F ‘> I  T  H. . x k
riient o f Repofe. They beliold nothing th a t ^  
agreeable, nbr Ipe^r one Voice that fhall delight 
them : their Eyes (hall l ie  nothing but tfie Torments 
o f  Hell ; their "Ears mall hear nnthirig but the 
Cries an4 Howlings o f D evils; and their terrified 
Im aginations/lhall repre^fnt unto^ them nothing but, 
Spedtres and Tortures. ’ . • ^

• V I I L  ‘ .

o f  *M o H A M E d ’s  LitcrceJJ'iQJi.
The Eighth n ith .its  PrhfCfpal ReafciflS.

[ X 7 E are bound to  believe and "liold as certain, 
V V  That^our veneraM e, Prophet Mohamed Ihall) 

w ith Succefs, intercede for his People a t the g rea t 
D ay of Exam ination. This will be the firft In ter- 
cellion j but a t the fecond, God will be in tirely  re 
lented, and all the faitM'ul ISXufulmans (hall be tranf- . 
ported into a State,of G lory, whilfl; not one E icu fe  
or Supplication in tjie Behaft o f  other N ations, lhall 
be accepted. As to the G*reatnefs of» thelPain thofa 
among us are to undergo, who have been Ojfftnderji, 
b /  tranfgreiriiig the»Preceprs of the Alcoran^ i t  
known to G o i alone, ^  .there is none b^t Hjlm»who 
e iad tly  knowethjiow long the fap e  is to continue* 
whether its Duration ftiall be more or lefs than that: 
of the Exam ination or Judgm ent. But to  us it belong- 
eth to fhorten its Continuation by our Good Works; 
by our C liarf^ ,. and  ^ y  all the Eii^eavours we are 
capable o fp :^ lH ng  ourletv.es fo Judgm ent in this Life^ 
w ith the in tire  Aftention o f all our SenjTes and Facul
ties, before our Crixncs and our TranflrefTions cite •
Us to God’s T rib u n a l: iince He it is, who, through H is 
M er(^,*prefervetb, and who grantethys th i^T itrie  o f  
Refpite, th a t we m ay, by a vertuous Condild, p u t

rifelves; in a Condition to  approach H im .

E a  5  J  . .  i i .  d i
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IX.

O f the future Coilipcnf4h}o7i at the 
Laji Judgment. , •,

« The N iK th  k n id C )  with iti  Frincifitl ]^Q2L{onSi i  
t«

" y y  E jpufl: fincerelv believe, and hflld as a C erta in
ty , T h a t we imifl: there every one o^u* give up 

our Acc«unts before God, concerning the ‘Good and 
Evil we have tranfafted in this W orld. AH who have 
been Followers o f Mohamed, fliailjbe, ^before all 
others, fummoned torthis Eiaminatitjn-, beca^ffe they 
it will be, who* (hall bear W itnefs againft all other 
ftrange Nations. It IhalJ tom e t,o pal's,.on tha t D ay, 
th a t God will take away out of the Bc;llance o f him  
who has flandered his Brother, fome o f the good 
V o rk s, and pu t them into tha t ot him wl>o has

• been flandered ; and if  th e  Slanderer is found to 
Imve no good W orks, He  ̂ will then dediidt from the 
PunifhmrQts of the S land^ed, to jncliide tbem  in the 
L ift o f thofe of-the Slanderer •, i'nfomuch that«»his great 
Jufticfe will be fully manifeft. A t lea(^ then, that we 

c j^ m a y  not run the H azard o f this terrible Gompen- 
. ' fation, Je t qs not think of.woronging wthers, nor o f 

di/>,ini{hing their Subftance, their ^onou r, or their 
good K am e •, For, w6 m sy  aAure ourfejves. T ha t if  
we injure our Brother, fuch a Subftr&dihn ftiall be 
m ade from our good W orks, or rather fuch an Addi
tion to our Debtp, »tlie which, rif Vertheleits, a t the T im e 
o f  the laft Affliction, m'uft. be paid ; a t 't l ie  T im e, 
when to quench our Thirft, or onJy to refrefti oor 

‘ ‘Tongues, w'e would willingly give, if  poflible, all 
the richeft and moft beautiful O bjeds our Ej;es ever 

. beheld here belgw.
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| X .  *

0 / the fell ancê  and of Purgatory.
The TentT) A rtic le , fi'tth its P'ri/scipal Reafons.

W E m u (^  believe from the H eart,*and confefs 
w ith the M outh, Th^^'all our A6tians, good

- and bad, fhall one Day be weighed in the 
Ballance, the one againft t!ie other-, infofhuch that 
thofe whSfe good W orks fliall out-weigh their bad, 
fliall ent*er in*o*Paradife-, and tha t, on the'confrary, 
theyW hofe bad Works fhall “out v^eigh th e ir good,
(hall be condemned to th^e Flames of Hell. And for 
fhofe whoft^ Scales ihall be equally poifed, becaufe 
the Good they have done is equivalent to the Evil, 
they fhall be detained in a Station fituate in the 
M iddle between Paradife and Hell, where Conlidera- 
tion will be made both of their M erits and o f their* 
Demerits j fince, 1)elide8 tjieir being confined iq tliat 
Place, they JlialV have no Punilhinent-?nfli<a:ed on 
them, ftor fliall they enjoy-any Part*of the GJory o r
dained for the Beatified Righteous. I t  is true, that 
all thofe among tliat Num ber who are Mufulman's'i^!^ 
fhall be, a t Tength, rdeafed  from their C a p th rit^  and 
fhall be introduced i»to Paradift, a t the fecond n jter- 
cellionof our Bleffed Prophet Mohamed, whofe gr^at 
Compaffion will be fignalized, by his engaging, in order 
to  our Redt^iiptipn, to  fuppKcate the Power and the 
Mercy of the M oft Hfgji, well a2 his Juftice, already 
fully  fatisfled by the long C ap tiv ity  o t the Criminals. 
Wherefore, let tfs from  hence fbrwards\yeigh our Good 
Works, to  the End th a t we m ay afTiduoufly ftriv'e to* * 
ijicreafe their W eight, and th a t they m ay l^ v e  the 
A dvantage over the Bad : except*we rSther defire 
th a t the/e fhould out-weigh thofe and, after onr 
Exam ination, caufe lu. to be excluded ^rom the Man*

• [  «  3 H ,  ^ion



itbn q f Glory, l e t  u« n o t* (< j) ........................ that
which is th» Centre ot our jSonls V elicity , left, a t 
tliis D ay of Darknefs, we ar j  obliged'to weep and la
m ents Once more, Let us rather, froiif this M om ent, 
adorn our Souls with the Charms of Vertue, \Jhilft we 
have Tim e to c'o i<  ̂ w hilftw e have it i<i our Power

* to  efcape* ftitiire Ciiafl'Tement, and that-wevhave the 
rcqiiifire SuttoLir a'nd R Jief, as we may fay, vvithin 
pur Reagh. For it wtll be no longer T im e, after this 
Life, to redeem ourfcfves from Perdition ^here will 
be no farther 0 ')po rtun ity  for K pentance; nor fhall 
we even find a M ediator or Security, ’t i i la i f t r  having 
made’Expiation for.our Sins. * r

■ . -  '  ■ V- .

0 /  the  Sharp-edsed (b )  B r i d g e ,  a/fJ 
the unavoidable Paffage thereof,,

Th'e E leven th  Article, n-ith its P rhcipa l Reafons.

T ^ E  are o^igec?' to believe from' our Hearts.oand tQ
hold as affured, T hat all M ankind in the W orld,

pafs one D ay over the Sbarp-fidged Bridge, whofe 
f ' t.

xxii The Mahorfletan Oouf̂ jfion

C*) The Cliafm here, it is prcrum’d, tr.ay be fupply’d with e.'tlier 
m il ,  ntgleil, c r the like. ,  .

( i )  This ijTiaginary Bridge of thsir?, I h jr e  ^ r d  them fre
quently defcribe as it  i» tfcre reprefent£do •fharper than a Razor, 
narriJwcr than a Ha'r, and cxcc. diJig flfppcry. They ̂ jy,-TJie Sin
ners riufcarry through^wmt o f Refi)iution, Strength, and Agility, bc- 
ii!g terrified with the Horiors of Heil, over which, i t  feems, i t  is 
extended ; whereas fh ; Good, armed with Courage and Innocence, 
fucceed hanpily. Monfieur C bxrdh, in ‘ his Voyage to  Ptrfla, 
^(Tures us, T h a ^ h e  Apgrehcnfion o f this Paffage Ijas a m i2hty ''fnau. 
cnce over their M orals; that it is the Confoiation of. the Injured, 
and the ferror o f th e ln ju rc rs ; and he reports. That feveral Perfians 
f ra d t him juft Satisfcftion, purtiy out o f  Fear ot liaving a bad Pjffage 
• t  the Laf? Day. Vol. ii. c

‘ cc  4-ength



• e/F*A.ITH. . ijciii
* I,ength (hall be equal to* that o f this W orld, whcib 

JBreadth Ihall not «xceed that o f  one fingk Threafd o f a  
S-nder’s Web, affid w ho^  Height* (hall be propprtion- 
a: Ie tu  its E x tfn tf T he Righteous fliall pafs over it 
fivjfter tfean ^ Flafh o f Lightning but the Impious 
and the U ngpdly fhall ry t, in as much T im e as the 
prefeut Age thall endure, be able to furm ounfthe Dif-  ̂
ficulties tnereot, and tha t througli* the w ant ot Good 
W orks. For w^ich Reafon, they, {hall fall and prcci- 

’ p ita te  themfeves into H ell-F ireM n C om panyV ith  the 
I Infidels 'ail’d Blafphemers, w ith thofe of l^ t le  F a ith  

and bad Confcience, who have done few Deeds o f 
C harity , iecai^e#they were void of Vertue. J h e re  
fliall b^ fome am ong the Good, iiot\^ithftanding, vjrhofe 
Pall'age {hall be lighter and fw iiter tlian that^ o f m any 
others, w ho-piall therein,»from  T im e to T im e, meet 
w ith Tem ptations and O bftrudions, from every  Pre
cept which they fhall have ill obferved in this Life. 
Good God! How dreadful to our Sight will this for
midable Bridge appear*^ W hat V ertiie, what ftcret. 
Grace from the M oft H igh, fhall we not need to be «n- 
abled to4)afs over it  > W ^ t  D^farts, w hat M onflers, 
what Dr#gons,* fhall we not find in t ^ r  W ay > W hat 
H unger, what Drought, what W earinefs, fhall«we not 
b£ there eipofed toiw But what*Angui{h, w hat Grief, 
what Affliai«n, fhall there not be to devour alLthofe * 
who have not m editated on this terribleTPaflage >, L et 
us p ray  to God, T hat, together w ith our Bodily Heaft^, 
he w ill alfo g rsn t us H is Grace not to  remain his Debt
ors in this L ife ; for the Arabu  and w ith Reafon, are 
w ont to fa y j 'f fh a t Ttcfibjiacle isJo^dfeply concealed, a* 
that which c ^ n o t  be removed by any Expedient or A r ti
fice whatfoever. .

•
• •
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• . X I{ . ^

0 /  P A R A D I ' S E .
The Twdfth ivitkits Pm;a^v/Reafons.

are fincereVs’- |o  believe, and tO' hold fo ra  Cerr 
tain ty , T hat Gcd did create a Paradife, which H e 

.prepares tor the Blefl^d, from among the Nymber of 
the Faithj^l^ by which are meant the Followers o f the 
T ru e  Religion, and of our Holy Prophetc^oftiZ/Kf^/i 
w heje, wjrh him, they Ihall be pkic^d in .perpetual 
Light, and in the lf i jo ]^ u n t of H eavenly D elig^S; for 
ever beabtitu], *in the Vigour of their Age, ‘ and 
brighter than the J?un ; and»where they |h a ll  Be found 
worthy to cQntemplare and adore the Face of the 
M oft High God. • As for thofe who (hall be detained 
in  the Tortures of Hell, to  w-it, the Sinners and Tranf- 

.grefTors', who have neverthelefs believed in One O nly  
G«d ; they  fhall be releafed at the .Second Interceflion 
o f  the Prophet, by \rhoifi they fhall iimijefllately be 
wafhed in ttie Sect ed Lavcr\ froiti whertce beifijg come 
forth  whiter than isnow, and more refulgent than the 

I Sun, they fhall, w ith the reft o^ the Blefled, behold 
them /clves feated in Paradifp, there to cenjoy all the 
G lory they c"̂ an defire. This is what fhall befall the 
Body that was comi»fed of Cla);^: An^ what then fhall 
be the State o f our Souls'* To the which it fhall be 
granted’ eternally to bthdld the Ligh^ and Brightnefs 
of the Divine M ^jffty. ' Let uSj!ien~c<Ii5tinually have 
iii.t)ur Hearts the Idea of . gnd in  m aintain
ing our F aith , Jet us endeavour to do Vlorjfs of 

.  a Charafter, that we m ay have no Caufe to fear Hell- 
Fire^ a F ire fo  intenfeand p netrating, that there is no 
I ’ormefit, ^ither of Heat \n/r Cold, to be compared tlnere- 
with. Let us, iVay, chiefly apply ourfelves to Good 
Works j  î t’t us not ivfj-ifc to exert our utmoft Strength 
in th ee iad : C^fervatiOh thereof, and o fth eF afl of our

* C- 0 « 4 ( 4
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'venerable M onth o f Ramaian, apd o f the Prayers 
Ceremonies which •are  orilained ; and let, us not de* 
fraud the Poor of the T j th e  'o f  all our Goods. We 
know what o u r^acrtd  Volume fay s upon this Subjefti 

B ®* Provide to .thyfelf Happinefs hWeafter out of th y  
Abundanee^ a good Name out o f  th y  Riches; an in- 

“  fallible !jpftanance out of th y  P overty ; out o f  th y  «  
“  Infirm ity , a perpetual V ig o u r; afid out o f th y  Wif- 

I “  dom, the H ealth  ot thy  Soul. ”

•  ̂ XIII.

■ *0/ H E b

Tliirtee.fth Article, with its Principal Reafbns.

W E  muft imcerely believe, and hold for certain^ 
T h a t «here is a HeJl prepared for the Unrighteous,^ 

the Refrai!tory Tranfgreflbrs of the Divine Law, jlc- 
curled of God for their ey«l W prks; and for whom i t

V would have barn bttf-er th l t  they had^never been born,
' and to nave never feen the L:ight of the Day. J t  is for 
, filch as thofe*that a place of Tcgrment is appointed, dr 

rather a F ir^w hich burneth w ithput touching them, a  • 
tire  o f  Ice and North-W inds, where thefe f l ia l l \e  no- 
th ingbut S nak^ and ^ rp e n ts , with other venomous Snd 

I ravenous C reatures, which fhall bite them w ithout 
, deflroying them, and (hall caufe them  to feel grievous 
' Pains. Thai*Place Jthall be t ^  Abode o f the Im pious,
‘ and of theD evilsj wfi«re (hall, w ith 1̂1 forts o f 

Cruelty and Rage, inceflan t^  torture T ho /c ; and ieft 
the Senfe of their Pain (h ^ u p  caufe tliem  to relent, a . 
new Skin lhall continually fi^ceed in the Stead o f  th a t 
whiter has been burnt or i lj^ if ie d . I t  is for^us good 
Mujulmans^ to  conceive and'^ntertaJh a ju!l H orror of 
this deteftable P lace; fuch Refleftions are th ^D u ty  of 
all Goa’s S ervan ts: As for tJiSfe other* who have de- 

\  ‘ • d a re d
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•

<:lared W ar againft our Religion, they ftiall one D ay* 
fee the Torm ents of Hell. L et us a^I dread this Punifh* 
m ent, and !hefe frightful l i r r o r s ; Let us confirm our  ̂
F a ith  by  the Sentiments or our Hearts, and by the 
Confefllon of our Tongues, and le t us engrave it in 
the Bottom of our Souls. ^

• * «

«. ♦ ‘
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Author’} PRÊ PAQE.
D K c r e e t 'M a j f u l m a n  R e a d e r ,

H  E  principal Moti^ae t^ ic h  induced me 
4 0  undertake the Compilihg o f  th ii Trea- 
itfe, i r ^ ,  amohgtnany others. M y having  
beenperjonalljprefent a t diversAfjemblies^ 
in Comp a ay with Perfons o f  great Parts^ 

X .e a rm ^ , and G enim  o f^a r  own N ation  and Beliefs 
N a tiv e s  of this Kjngdom  ; at which M eetings I  have  
heard Argum ents o f/\m o fl fuSnm&"hnd delicate N a tu re  

frec^uexit I f  handled and difcuffed ; the Suh jeti o f  which 
Conferences w<v generally concerning the great E xcel-  

Jencies o f  our glorious Chieftain, and mojl B e a t^ e d  
Prophet M o h a m e d j o /  Sver~ble(fed Memory. Them es 
lofty and tender ^  A t  the Conclufton o f  thefe DifcouT- 
fes, the whole Congregation never fa ile d  to be fe iz ^ d  
with Aflonifhmenty and infpired with ecjiatick Rap
tures, g lo r i fy i^  the fup^eme CreaPox^, who, in  fo  par
ticular a  M anner, had vouchsafed to gran t fu ch  d i- 
fiingui(bin^ Mercies to thofe cf tha t Family j Jlrenu-  
oufly affirming, and im p ltc itiif^e liev in g  (a )  thofe D i-  
____ - 2 ___________________ --------------------------- ------- :

(« ) Alluding to  the Pfophetick 
all the MleSed Males o f that Family, f( 
cut thi$ W ork.

lining on the Foreheads o f 
ucfi treated  o f  through-

, ,  fiirt-



.The A u tW s P R E*F A C E.
Tjk f:in£iio»s to he th e ^ re a fe lt  and mofi convincing Proof 

o f  the D jv in e  Favour, that H ts jlm ig h ty  Goodnejs 
ever granted to any o f  J ^ s  Creayir^s upon Earthy or, 
even  in  H eaven  iife lf;  ft nee therebf theyjjad fo  pecu
liarly the Advantage of, and Preference all the r e f  
o f  the Prophets and P a t/ia rchs ; not excepting eve. 
Ifa (or ] c (u s )  J}imfelf-, notrvithftoiiding he was TU q  
B re a th  o f  his C r e a to r ;  no M m  huving^^in  the 
leaft^'been  In ftru rf ic n ta i towards his B e g e ttin g .

Evei^y one unafiimoufly [aid, T h  it it  was a M isfor
tune^ mofl deplorable, and never enough fo he lament
ed f  tha t there w^re no W ritings ^oi* ex ta n t amcffg^ 
us, which were^able^o g ive m a p er fec la n d f^ tis fa S io -  * 
ry Account o f  the true Genealogy o f  tfiat mojt IUut. 
f tr io u s  Family. Some'few^ indeed^ %>e had^ which j 
made flighty tranfient M ention o f ( h )  A b d u lm e n a f  l 
and his Son H a f lie m  ; hut the true Dsfcent o f  the L ine  I 

. was intirely obfcure^ and rem'ained buried in Oblivion ; 
and which, none can dispute, had been tranfmittedy in  
a direct 'Line, f r o m ^ a tm r  to Soa, withou't M ixturey  
or Interruption, fro m  A d a m , o f  venerable Memory^ 
down to our Lord  M p h a m e d , t^ho washhe L a r t o f  alt 

‘ the Projfhets. ^  , o '
"^his hein^ fo , and the Times fo much corrupted 

and confufed ; the poor unhappj M ulT u lm ans fo  grie- 
voufly opprejfed, difpirited, and perfecSted, tha t, fo r  
want o f  being better i/^flruBed, they fpnfounded the  
L in e  o f  I fa a c  wifh^ ^--'ght, making th:m
both but one and the fh n e  Lineage, beihg wholly un
acquainted w ith the Deference, and with what cau- 
fed  that Difference  ̂ bul jarried  it fro m  A d a m  unto

t • / ' '  ̂ ■■ ■■ 
C4) See the Life o£ H M n ,  Pag. 269, 8fC . —  Dean Prideaux’t  

LKc o f H tb . Pag ;• u  Herbeht under the Names ffafcbcm, Ab-
daOah, M o h m m ^ ,  8cc.

(. c ' . Abra-



T h e  A w th p r ’s  E ^ F A G  £

A b ra h a m , and from thence unto M o h a m e d  
Ulejfed Memory. To all r ^ k h  may he addedf % hat^  
they were chtefy l e t  into \thu  Error by the common 
Fotce, and Opiruon* o f  the C h r if t ia n s , who fo  pofi- 

^.iiviliy and w ith fo  much Certainty., .'iffirm the fam e,
3  if» fu td ti^ns upon the J u f l  IC bm ael,

^  and all his^M tile Pofterity^ and Lineage \ unjuflly  
pi and mdicioujly depriving him o f  t!/i ( a )  Honour o f  
I f  the Sa^rifce^ Tlaac cajling fcaftdalous
'/ ObjeBie/ts upon the Good A b ra n a m , and^ ky Confe- 

^uence, upon our Beat ife d  L e a d e r in f in u a f in g ,  tha t 
being defended  fro m  a fpuriow  Line., he could not be 
a  P r o f i t :  J fsa , notwithftanding^our Religion*and  
B elie f was ( h  the Grace o f  the M oft H igh God') firm - 

[. ly eflabtijbe^kimongfi us in*t^is IQngdom  ; yety never- 
thelefSjJuch Thingi^'ai thefe are always want to caufe, 
in  the weak and vulgar Sort o f  People, a certain 
L u k e m rm n e fs ; and thofe o f  fuperior Underflandings 
are apt to be fcandaliz,ed thereat ; efpecially when t h ^  
occur in  a N ation  fo  i l l - in ( ir ^ h d , ( as ours has bee» 
o f  la te f^  and fo  fiyicily  ccfnfni^ withjn fu ch  narrow 
Bounds; furroanded with fo  many Incitations, In 
ducements^ and Temptations \ fo  threatned, and tor
m ented by U nbelievei;s , who^ in p e r fe c t ; in g ^ f  cen
ter their p r in c i^ l  Gl(ff'y and S a tis fa ^ion . * •

Seeing then, aU. thefe Circutnflances fo  notorioujlj 
confpicuous in  thfi L igh t o f  the Sun  ; and^ tha t our 
Leader and ^o te c io r  (who w .^ tĵ ê  L ig h t  o f  all God^s 
MeJfengerSy^and h im jilf  one\o f tl'em , fo r  whofe Sake 
all Things were created)  is r ^ t  only Equal, but 
h e  and all the other P r - o t^ j  were highly pleafed j •

(a) They deny that k  vvas Ifaac wh>n A bnh im  went*to offer up ai 
a Sacrificf. The Story is a t large in t l»  Lift-of Abraham, See Chap. 
VII. and VIII. ^  '

.   ̂ ^ n a y .



(The Autlioj;’̂  I’ R E F A C E.
they gloried tn  being Jthe Annunciators and Pr^- 

fagors o f  his fa nB ifitd  M iflion W ith  thif Confide- 
ration I  determined to f i a ^  forth in his Defence ; like 
unto the Soldier^ w ho , though rajhly^rejolutely throw- 
€tb h im fe lf into the Buttle, am td^ hu ^nemieSy to 
revenge fom e grievous h j u i j i  or J ffro n t, der<e to his \ 
G enera l; though better furn tjhed  with th^ Ardency o f  
his Z ja l j  than rSith a competent Strength or Ability , 
fujfictet^ to accompltj^ his Under takings. So / ,  with  
the Conf^nt a n l  Affijlance, and at the RequvJ} o f  the  
above-rr^ntioned Perjons ; but^ above aÛ  w ith  the \ 
H el^  and ProteBion o f the D iv id e  Bounty o f  God, ! 
who ajjijleth and incgurageth every good I n te ik ; atjd I 
w ithal recolle[lfng, that H is Sacred M ajejly com. 
m andeth us^ that his Holy ’Law  /hall b e ^ a n ife j le d  to - 
the whole U n iv e r fe ; and tha t the Name^ the Doc
trine^ and the Precepts o f  H is  Meflenger fha li be 
defended^ by D in t o f Sword,, or o t her wife ̂ as beft we 
c a p ; and^ that H is true Religion fhall be expanded 
and m aintained:

¥of thefe Re^fons, 1  fay^ I  fe i  m f  H a n 4  to this 
W ork, explaining the Original and Progrefs o f  the 
L ig h t  of our moft Bleffed Prophet, w ith the proper , 
D ifiih B to n  between the L in e  e f  I f a a c /  and tha t o f  
Ifk rfiae l, fhewing the true Soui(ce oftjsach, with ne- 
cefjary Dijcourfes thereupon: A  Subject which we 
M u ffu lm a n s  are under fp  mighty A t Obligation to be 
acquainted with, anfd Ao retain^ in ^  oiix Memories j  i 
rvhich, as E l H aA an fajr,'^ ^  o n e  H a l / p f  o u r  Be
lief, and the Second A m c le  o f the ( a )  U nity.

ftf) The Confeffion of the M h m eia n  Faith, and, by Conftquence 
o f God’s is contained i^ Jtiife  W ords; La iffah !Hh-
bammed KefouU ABib, which is iKTirally th u s : There is no GoS but 
God, M}bitmeil\s God’s MefTenAr. The la tter Part o f  which, he here 
feems to  nwan by the sec'on<i ^Ivc le  o f the Vnitf. See the ConfefTI- 
on at large hcreufirto prefixed; . .

.  ̂ i  like:



The Author’s P.R E F A C  fj.
,  I  Itkewife, with the fantf un^aejiionable VeracUfy^, 
g iv e  eviden t P roo^ o f  tjj)e Ptfrity and C harity  o f  
A b ra h a m , intireLy confuting all Doubts'and A jper-  
fions which h d v fib ^n ^  or may be made thereon ; rff- 
jloring  a«$? I fh tn a e l his Right^ and unto the  M uf- 

g f u lm a n s  a Snhjeci o f  Jojk, ai fo r  the m ofi eftimable 
^G ra c e  and»Mcrcy wherewith G od o f H i f^ D iv in e  

Goodnefs ever blejfed any N a tion . *Thps. is all decla
red arfd iayed open, w ithout anyJJonfufionj P revari- ' 
cation o f  tr itu d  whatfoever, or any one A rtic le  th a t  
may caufe ^u rp r ice  to my Readers, or may be thought 
an Im popion upontthern^ In  Compiling the which, ^ o d  
( who a l^B 'know eth  i t )  will be m ^V ttn e fs^  what Pains  
and Trouble i J  have been at^ in f e  arching fo r ,  and pro
curing the H-i^tings o f the m efi authentick A uthors i»

i innumerable Parts v f  this K jngdom , which had long 
Jtnce, fo r  Fear o f  the Inqm C ition , been either lofl^ or 
b u r u jj tn  Obfcurity : To i,he better fu rthering  whereoff 

fi His Sacred o f  H is ^ n fn i te  Bounty^ was, in
many Ref^eBs^ f^^ch M anner, that^
rec:illing^o M thd  what I  had ftudied in m j Touth ( o f  
all  ̂which at I  had but tranfitory Remains^ and  

fa in t  Ideas') y e t, whatfoever 1  had Occajion fo r  to
wards the comfleteing, vn d  bringing to R erfe^idh  my 
prefent Purpofe^ camstreudilj into m j Memory^ m f t -  
out Dtfficulty^

I  have comp(fed the whole in  p lain and eajy Verfs^ 
tha t Things fa ^ iu re d ^^ a n d  fo ivorpli^jo  be treated of^ 
and kept in jK ^sm b ra h c e ^*  nay^ with the greater 
Pleafure and Delight^ be leJ^-ned by H eart, and re
tained in the Memory ( a ) ’. > .

^  / \  * •
- -

C") At (heT ortn  of te fM re ,  in the^ ingdom  o f  Tunu, I  heard 
fome ot the Inhabitants, of both Sexes', fing, in 4 ,oncertf whole 
Chapters ou(^of th isW oik , to the S^und of Lutei and Guitars. In

• •  that



^The AuthofV P R E F A C E .
^ i f  in  the foUorvifjg Treatife any imbroper

iiffw tan t Wordy a n f E x p r ^ o n  /^ifappljedy or Sen
tence, rnifpheedyjball bs foundy I  in treat the Difcreet 
R eaderf he will be pleajed to corr^B^ and amend t t  
w ith Prudence and C andour; f io u jlj conji^ring the 
fervency  o f  my % pal\ andj>e ajfuredy’that in  what- 
fo ever I  ha<v.e errred^, or done amtfsy -it haf h not been 
through Deftgn, ffut Ignorance^ from  which the wifefi 
o f  Meri are not di^ays exempted  ; much tefs a 
W retch o f  my poor A b ility : A n d  o f  all Peoplcy none 
are fo dejlrofts and ambitious o f  being in> the Rights as 
thof^ who undertake M atters o f  thiSfNature^

M ay i t  fleafe^H is mojl Sacred M ^ je jty ^ o  g iv e  me 
Grace to perfect a» 4  frniflj i ty  to H ^ H o ty  Praife, 
and to the in tire Content and Benefit o f  the 
M u ffu lm a n s , the unfeigned Believer} and Fol
lowers o f  the D oBriue o f  M o h arh ed ,' df£,ver~  
glorious Memory. A m e n .

th a t K ingdon, there are Ten or Twelve fmall Towns, buift after the 
Spanijh Model, which are, in a Manner, intirely inhabited by tho<c 
Spant/h Moors; They, among themfelves, uVe that Language, apd fel- 
doni tnr.rry^their Daughters to A'abi, A ^ieant, or e ien  to  Tuiki, ex- 
c e ^  for Intereft.“ They hare  all, befides their Mahometan Names, 
t h ^ a tn e s  and Surnames of their Anceftors, whelFin Sp-u». Ot' la te  
Y ean , they begin to  degenerate; and I was cold for a T ru th , th a t 
th e re  now arc but Two Men remaining alive, who tan read the Spi~ 
nijb Tongue, o f which one is, Htmtoda Buffift, the Perfon from 
whom I had this Manufc'ipt. is by ProfeflRm i^ ipar^r Surgeon. 
T here is.ope miferable'litcle T oV it whpft Inha'oiljarits are Catahniin 
Moors, and who ufe that Dialcfti The bcft of thofc Towns arc Sulh  
man, Zt^uan, and T*tffaiore. f

mm
C E  A P;



M  A . H  O  M  E  T I S  M

E X P L A I N ’D:-

. .  i . ^ t r o d .u c t i 6 n .
The  M ^ lip if ie ta n  Author dedicates his iVork to 

G o d ,  the Creator o f  all Things. H is  Jddrefs  to 
the Prophet. To//^e MufTulman H is
F ra ip  o f  Hijlorians* and W riters^ particularly 
thofe who write in  M et^e ., The deplorable Con
d ition ,o f th»  M oors in  Spain, £ifc.

• B ifm illiriii el fah m 'an i el rahim iV /. e.

Jjt th^Nam e* o f  the Gracious and M exciful God,
•

 ̂O ^ h e e , *0 Divine M onarch, King o f  
the Empyreal Heavens, Lord o f all Pow
ers, and everlaljing D ireflor o f  a ll 
'f ilings . T o  '^:hee>i wfho permitteflr, 
iSTTO graci6ufl3f _endureft the Frailties, 
Wcaknefles, anij Omilfictfis of us thy  

Creatures, inhabiting this Eartli-ly Globe, ^nd beftoweft 
on us large and bountiful Rewjards, which we have.in 
no w iff merited : Thou, w h o '^ rt contented aftd fa« 
tisfy’d w ith good Intents alon?, and proteQeft- and 
ww ardeft in the bigheft Degree thofe'who are pu#e aod

^  per



;2 ^MahometiCt-rf Eyf>Jaind.
: Thon, L ord, it  is to whom I  addrefs m y  ̂

ielf,'*and to whom I fledicate th is ,W o rk  •, fince thou 
didft never ftcp th y  Ears from liftening to  thole,

. who in  their Afflidtions and Neaffifies m ade their 
Supplications unto Thee, and w ith a contrite H eart 
im plored tliyDivine Alllftance. Succour therefore, O  
merciful K ing! this th y ‘miferable ^ rv a n t  ; who 
carting him felf upon thy  Bounty, an'd' relj ing on th y  
Protettion , launchesoutin the wretched tattered 
o f his iweak U nderfianding, and ingulphs him felf in 
a Tempeftuous Sea, without O^rs^ or Tidckiing^ his

afid Rudder broken and ftiatteyed; w ith no
th ing but the difconfolate P ro w o fliis  fervent Zeal, 
wifti which he hopes to make way*thro the mercilefs 
Waves 5 intirely conliding, that thou w ilt" gmcioufly 
vouchfafe to grant h m ^  favourable .Gale,, that the 
fcanty Sails of his di/hrffed Vrjjel ma^- condud her 
fafely to her defired Port, to the Glory and Content 
o f  thy  H oly D ivinity ; For, without thy  Afliftance, 
’tis v e ry  poflible, th a t in , th e  midfl: o f  bar V oy
age fhe m a y b e  fwallowed up-, i t  being beyond the 
^*ower ot Hum an C a v i t y  to  fave her from Ship
wreck. Thou^ who caufeft H arm ony and ..Sound to 
proceed from a Log of Wood, aud melodioifs Mufick 
from  a chimb and hoarfe Inftrument  ̂ who caufeft the 
Stones and Rocks to refound with refponding Echoss, 
a n d 'g ite fta 'V o ice to  Veflels ('f Ifon ancl Coppcf, & c. 
iS rant unto me, ()  Gracious M3narck=! thy Love and 
F avour; give me Strength and Breath to enable m y 
jintuneable Voice and mean Capacity to  accomplJlh 
and bring to Pe^fcdti^n m y whoUfoiiir and well-de- 
figned Purpofej'tlie whis;h ig Ijffered^sicd dedicated to  
th y  Divine Bounty. ; *'

And thon^'O M effenjer ! o f  whofe Glory and Hap- 
pinefs (tho’unw orthy) I, languilhing, covet to  be Par- 
takei^-, Thou in whoj^^Tongue was ftamped only 
W ay pf 'T ru th ; I befeerh thee to  iliterceefi for me, 
that 1 may obtain F avou r; fince m y Defign, is to  
thy  Honou^5 and in thy Praife, to  relate what m y

< • Rufticity
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R uftieity  and poor Undffftandfng will permit me, coft* 
cerningthy e/eff(kl Uneige^ and renotioned Predecejfors \ 
thofe who were poflefled ot tha t molt rcfpleiident 
Ligbt^ whicf* thte All powerful Lord had («) created 
fo long. before the Form ation or Fabrication of the 
Heaven^', og purpofe to  be inherited by Thee.

I will particularizi tTie O riginal ot all thofe moft ^  
eminent ^ n d ' ilgnalized Heroes ■, land who, and how 
m any they were, who were deemed worthy to carry  
that Banner: 1 will notify thek  Defcent fafln Father 
to Soi!, down from That our firfi: Father, \^ithout juiy 
IntennifliODy, Interruption, or cutting the clear and 
appaieijt T h re |d , till I bring it to its ^ ^ w 'w te d  
Statian^  whijch was thy  prec'ims 't'orchead, ''made and 
fui-tefl to  that Ufe, and witli th»t In ttn t. I will 
g ive-afi'im partial Relation of the notable Exploits 
and A tchietem ents o f all’ thofe Ju ft Mejjengers, Pa
triarchs, and Prophets, who carried this Light and 
I  will i^)ecify their noble Deeds in the Defence there
of, together with therfnyflerious M iracles, and won
derful Protection with which the Alm ighty L o rd ,fa 
voured th e m } the M ercie^and Deliverances hefhewed 
them 5^11 rending to  the 'Honour aijd A dvantage o f 
Thee, the true l i ^ d  and Ow ner, and H eir prefiim p- 
<ive to the ftm e, v is .  the Light.

And Thoy, Mu^ulman Reader, into whofe^Po/refllon * 
thelfeTn]| Verfes fhalfhappen to fall •, 1 befeech iThee, 
that, thy  g re ^  Canctor and Benevolence will eicilfe 
and pardbn all m y JErrprs and Deficiencies, in Con- 
fideration. o f the Honoor of him , to whom I ofter 
them  : A nJ I  inform thee* Judi<jious and Prudent 
Reader, o f  V hat tliSu ca»ft not 6e ignorant ; which 
is. T hat tn eT afte so f  M ank nd are various, and dif^ 
fering i fome Palates rel:(h Profe o th irs delight on ly  ^  
in M etre : So God has been pkafed to ordain, in the

-̂-------------------------—i--------------------- 1 ------

(a) S e t in the Beginning o f the C hap 'er of the C r t^ o D , eon- 
ce rn io g th o v  fabulous Ideas o f thiM mai^naiy

I .B ^ fame
• •



faiKe m anner as he has the^ unaccountable Changes, 
^Mtei^tions, and RevoJutions of Times.

Infinite are the >Junibers c/f Autlfors, who by their 
W ritings have tranfm itted to P o % rity  the Heroic 
Trophies and Trium phant Aflions of Ureat and Me
morable Men j with indefatigabk Labour, cim pofing 
Voluminous and Exem plary Chronicles, whereby 
their Names and Memories fhine, and *wiil continue 
fo to do in After-if^es, to the rerao teftF u tm ity  j w ith 
no lefs bright a Lultre, and their Lauirels are as firefh, 
as thofe of the very W orthies themfelyes,.,con«erning 
w iofe regiarkable Tranfadtions they have w ritten. 
For it  is inconteftably certain, that hW . it not been 
for thei«4Jdab1ePens of thofe candid Hifcorid^raphers, 
the notable Occurrenjfts ot Antiquity,) a n d L i v e s  
and Aftions of ohr venerable Fore-fathers,,would _|iave 
been all obfcurely bu ried 'in  perpetual^'?!ilence and 
Oblivion ; neither would their Poflerity have edified 
from  their Praife w orthy Exam ples; nor would the 
Palm  of Honour have been g iven 'to  thofe, who were 
tru ly  del'erving thereof. * ’

•For thefe Reafons, it cannot be difputed, but th a t 
an Author, who judicioufly^ and ircpartia lly  writes a 
H iftory , denoting and pubHckly/^bringing to  light 
the Deeds and Sayings of Famous Men, (^c . ought to 
fce remembered, and mentioned w^th as much Refperf, 
and Deftirencf, as thofe Heroes themfeh'cs, vvli«.>iere 
tfeg'-principal Adfors therein, apd on^;yhof^ Account 
i t  was compiled. '

But He, who in Times fo Modern as thefe, has had 
the Faculty  of compofing fuch m em opbje Things, 
in  a  Method th a t!th ey  m ay • harmonioufly fung 
to  the fweet Sound of doncdrding MtilfCal Inftru- 
ments, in  pleafing and tuneable Accents •, H e, I  fay, 
deferves more*Praife than thofe who w rite in  Profe j 
and the Pains He ta k « , are more meritorious than 
the o thers; it  being to be fup ros’d, tha t t f^  M ajori
ty  ofU vIankind ?re more taken w ith Vej^e, and, 
by coniequenqf, tlie readier and more willii?g Jo give

, ■ (,' E ar
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Ear thereunto  ̂ w h e re ^  theft worthy SubjedK, fb 
neceflary to be univerhilly known, are, with the 
greater Succefs, a»d Facility expanded and divulged. 
Seeing it is an undoubted T ruth , th a t it is the Voice 
w hith te î■ifies, p»bl:lhes, and makes manifeft what
ever the Soupand Bod3'',*Sn their fecret and unheard 
Imaginations,* have cogitated, and^p private agreed 
upon between themfelves. N or arc there any  
other means of exprefllng tliofe Jhough ts, but by the 
Voice ;• i t ,being She that ejaculates the fame, anjJ 
makes theii^intelligible and fam iliar to others, w hcf^ 
by we p a r t^ e  of w hat would elfe be an Eterfli:^!^Se
cret. ^ S w  *Verfe, and not Profe,'^hi('fi occafi- 
ons _th« Voice to  refound w ith^he fy^eeter aud more 
agreeable\Cadsiice and ^^elody, and fignalizes tha 
Compofers tfcereof, to be Men compleat o f  T alen t, 
and fublime in Genius: And how many Examples ar® 
there extant, o f Perfons celebrated for their excelling 
in tha t C apacity , whohgivebeen advanced to thehigh- 

 ̂ eft Dignities ? For Inftance  ̂ {a) Belal, the Son o f 
Hamama, that Great and Fiwnons O yer  ; whp, for the 
tranfcendent E jcelkncy  o f ’h is 'V oice , was in thron’d 
in  a S to lon  the i i ) ^  Honourable, and the only one 
upon Earth feeing the Verfes which he fung, for 
U k Perfedtnefs, andf unparallel’d Goodnsfs thereof, 

‘̂ ‘^yePSutwH^y fo^brfung  in thofe Glorious anfl

(a) M thim atd 's SU'ie, a fterw yds manum itted, and becam conc 
of his greatc^vFrieods and C on/dants. He made him his M utiins 
that is, he who calls the people to  Prayersi ac the appointed H oun, 
from the Tops of<lthe Tur|;ers in ihs Mofquw., JO * D 'H e r b e k t  in g i- 
Ul. T he Mahomstans re ia tf incredible Things of the Stici.gtli and 
Swectnefs o f hfc Voice, T h ty  (ay, it was he who converted to Ijlt- 
mif/tt that Nation o f Blacks wliich are called his Com pa
trio ts , of which every Year numerous Troops go in P il |r im a je  to  
M e c c a , under the Name of K u c d b  t l  S o n d t n - , as thofe of F e i l i d  are 
teT m e^»(«r>  cl Apm  ; thofe of Dumafcus are R u e d b  ShnkM \ / r o a  

l ( u c c i i  M ifir ; and the o ther Pilgrims from E^jpt dcte^wird*. 
a re  com ( .-fen d ed  under the^ general Name- of R u c e i b  c l  l ^ a i t T b t ,  
i* e. T h e w ^ e r n  Caravan of Pilgrims, which is tljf Significaticwt* 
the W o rd \)2 rr^ , from Er\eb, to  ride o r mouot.
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^ S Mahometifm Eyplam d>
ftial Manfions o f  Eveflaftin^ Blifs^ (<j) Omar, that 
matchlefs W arrior, Tallied our, finging in Verfe, 
when he went rorrh with the Me[fe/7gercto publifh his 
K o ly  Law. David fxngwg, and playing upon his D i
vine Inftrum enf, expelled the Demons out o f the Body 
o f  King Siiu/, notwithftand^ng their ^erverfenefs : 
N ay , all the Ep>%rams, or FJalms, He“ cofiipofed in 
Acknowledgement o f  his known and, publick Sins ; 
All his Sicred C anticks, Hym.ns, Praifes, Thankfgiv- 

his lofty and echoing InvocationSi a?e the 
f a ^  Glorious Songs, which are, with fucb ravifhing 
and jH^lnanting Voiccs, fung by the^ Angelic Choirs. 
I t  is*V m ‘e, wTiich,nvith its melodious m d  reioapding 
Cadence, quickajis, anid enlivens onr/ In te l^ f tn a ls ; 
inciting us, with the greater Alacrity,Mp. r^new^ our 
Memories : And it is moft nquifite, fhat all rare 
and extraordinary Tianfadlions in general, ftiould 
be fung to the Sound of Mufick ; becaufe the Remem
brance, and Recolleftion of Things of that N atu re , 
alw ays exhort and ftir us up to im itate fuch laud
able Exaniples, And althcugh thefe M etres o f  mine, 
a re far from bejng in any-'wife worthy* to be ranked 
amongfi: thofe I*have above-mentitJned, or to 6e com
pared with thofe Numbers rff the,m ore perfect Perfor
mances of fiich elfgant W riters, who wit i their refippd 
P en jhave  illfiftrated and imm*ortaFzed th e i i '^ f n e s ;  
^ d  that 1 am not ignorant oft the ?ncajAcity and 
PoDrncfs of m y T a len t: \Yet of this I certain, 
th a t the Siibjed I am aboiVt to treat of^ will be an 
equivalent and fufticient Counterpoife,( th^t all the

( < )  Omut Urn ei K katiab. wa- a very powerful and confiderablc 
Maa araon^ the A r .ib 'a n s , end sn early Prcrelyte to M o L a m m e d 's  Im- 
pofture, by whofe Anti «?ity it was very rrurh p ro m o t^  and encoa- 
raged. ‘1-Ie wis the fecond Calyph after liii-n, and wa|Infta'fied in 
tiie G acc He reigned Ten Years and W fir.lf , and
was th e^  murdcrV . See more of hi n in Ocye/s H ifl^y  of the 
JafSVfni, and in C i 'f f e r i e lo t ^  H a f s t ,  one of J H o b a m m e d \ ^ i W ',  was the 
Pau^bter o f  this O m n r . ^

Defefls



* Deft>ds and DiiTonancies i^h ich 'n iay  be found in 'th is  
"Work, ought to  be exculcd, and obtain a favourable 
ReceptifiDj as Jh in g s  to which m y W eaknefs o f Ge
nius is incident, and "that the Acceptance thereof, 
m ay  be fontorinabie to the Zeal of niy Intent \ I  
having nothing in View, i^ut the beirg able to accom- 
plifli the MaiTifeftation o f thefe gr^-at M yfteries, to
wards the extending, divulging, and expanding of 
the which throughout the whole y ’niverfe, w e.are, by  
fuch nitghty Obligations, bound ftrenuoufly to endea^ 
vonr. I •  ^  ■"

A lthough jlas I  have already faid, ’tis ner'iflfary 
for u s^ c a ir^ o •R e m e m b ra n c e  all.the'ProiA ets*iand 
Patri^ iic^ , as fliey are all fpok?n o f,in  th j reverend 
Alconan.. io r >ne great Benefit and A dvantage we 
m ay  reap fr#m the Example of their commendable 
Adions, conducive to the better Regulation o f our 
tranfltory  Bodies on E arth , and to the eternal Repofe 
of our im m ortal Souls in the A ltitudes of H e a v e o : 
Yet, nevcrthelelsy the Precepts of none o f them are  
to be compared with thof^ we find in the Honoured 
Alcoran By tjie facred Decrees ot which, every good 
A\u\fu1 m n  is comiiiibnded to teach anc? publifli, to the 
ntmofl: o f  his A ljility  and U ndcrftanding, all he 
k tjj^ 's  concerning tlie Doctrine of our true Belief. 
U  rijtlifl-ein the Words and Atlmoniti-
ons; and.lJl th» F^ilpdamentals and W ays of our 
Law , w l ^ i s  the {a )  KLlflam^ is contained ! In it 
we are  tau m t and enjoyn/d, tha t we fto u ld , w ith all, 
our M ightf diligently and indefatigably ftrive, either 
in Profe or Verfe, .in yhatfoe^Sr Metliod we are 
beft cdpablt of, or as m ay feem prppereft or moft

( ‘•')JThc \ahometant term  their Religion Din I/Iam, o rjth e  Law 
of S a l \ r a ^ i l  from the W orJ which im p^eiS»fety .
In the Conjugation A flim t, to  enter the b ta tc V f  Salva
tion i o r Ejlim, and Jyfuflimeen^ i. e. The r o v e j^ a r
the ErcapW|ct|i»**f hey fay, all Mankind are boni itflfitm ifm , but are 
pcrrc fted  the»^ Parents to o tlitf  Religipijp,

£  4  con>
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8 \  Maliomcttun Explain d.
conw nient, th a t our *Relig«)n and Belief m ay be ex
alted , propagated, and fprlad abroad : This i f  we 
negledt to endeavour, God will dgny us his Grace, 
and reward iis with Torments and Punfihment,

Tberetore, to acquit m y-felf of this ijjcumbent 
D u ty , and to enjoy an cimdifturbed* Confcience, 
and that I might have no Negk'dt t a  znfi^er for, in 
having concealed 'w hat m y mean Talent and weak 
Judgm ent would furnifli me with, I determined to 
employ It on a M atte r moft Sublime, as is this, which 

abo iit: A Subjedt highly worthy o f n |y  Concepti
ons, t^jugh as vaftly difproportionabletb ^ em , as is the 
I i t t l« ^ n (  to^4he great Camel^ or th e -^ a l? ,  infigni- 
Ificant Worm^ when com pared with fhe fts^)iifg^and 
m ighty Body of the unwieldy ^

Kotvv’itlifianding, ’tis to me a. fufficfetft TUbnlbla- 
tion , when I refledt on m anjr Inftances o f thofe, who, 
armed with a pure and contrite H aart, and endowed 
w ith  an implicite Faith , have overcome Difficulties, 
which had the Appearance of'Impoffibilities*, as Noah 
d id  tlie Deluge of W ater Abraham, the Impetu- 
ofity of tlic F ire ; Daxie/^^the Rage of Wild Beafts ", 
and Judith, the invincible HohpJr^rnes, w ith m any 
others whom I om it: And who, t y  oi^]y the Purity  
o f  their Faith, were delivered from thofe emin'eiit 
Dangers, and. have made theij,.Nauie5.‘ venaaJj]c* m  ’ 
H fiv en , and on Earth. * '*■ J  -

I t  is this fame Confidence which enco^geis me, 
and gives me hopes, th a t through the im ^ n f e  Power 
"Bnd AlTiftance of God, I m ay be abl^ compleat 
w hat I have undertaken, and an % er the E ipedations 
o f the Reader. -  •

o
G o d  having be(n yleafed to perm it the Moors^ in 

thefe Kingdoms, tcJ'be ftreightned and oppErfled w ith 
fo rr>afly Perfecutions, the Aftairs of oun RcKgion 
h a ^ e ^ iin  brough^to  fuch Eifrem ities, t h a ^ ^ s neiy

Mrabtm, {vhojri’ they call Ibrtbim. Sec his L ift,

tbet



ther praftifed nor adminiftfed i n j ’iiblick, nor in  P /i-   ̂
v a te : The SaUh is layed bfide and forgotten, as*of 
no U fe ; and i f  fome few, very fecretly perform their 
daily  Prayers, *ti^ very feldoin; and then ill-jier- 
formed, aijA w ithout Refpeft. The Fafts (a )  inter- 

 ̂ rup ted , either .n o t kept ^  all, or if  ever, far from  
I the m anner tl;ey ought to be. The accuftomary  ̂

Alms, wholly abolilhed, togethor w ith  the ufual 
Annual T ythes, The calling upon, and repeat
ing (^ ).tl^ e  H oly Names of G o i and of his Mejfen-^ 
ger, is w hat ii  now, in a m anner, never heard o f j thatS.^_ 
is to fay, thelcalliug them by their own perfeu  NatSis 
in  our Lawgihice o, ( f ) fince they [  the M oors^ nave 
been a ^ U o rc i^ y  baptized, a n i  through Fear and

(<  )  As to t i l t  awful and profound Reverence, they ufe at their 
Devotions, the Striftnefs o f their Fafts, with their Aims, Tythes,
^ c .  fee Sir Pm l Ricm'%  Hlftory o f tlie O ttm tn  Empire, K ’l in i s  
Mtbom. K tl. and o th e rs ; and likewife in fome Parts o f this Book.

^  ( i )  See the 99 A ttributes of &o<J, a t the  End o f this W ork.

C c j  The M-thometani hold i t  tcwbe, in a manner, an Im piety £o 
fall God by the thofe thgy cftoem as Infidels, Call him by.
The Andalamxei, or SpavM Moon^ very frequent'# u(c this Expref- 
l io n ; I'al^a me IJhs, f, mos es Allah, f i  no, vilga tne Allah, that is,
Gcid help me, i^G od  \s i f  nor, AUah help m e ; which the
S U jjw is  vice vetja, re to rt u |o n  them, by faying, yalga me AHab,
/< l i j io r w U t,m e  Oi»s. Even the tu rn e d ,a n (}  Reli-

,4^0115 a m o n ^ h e  T u j^ s^ x H o m  ufe the W ord Tane,ri ("which in * h |j t  
M ngiiage i s < ^  fame as Ond^ any otherwjfe than we fay PraviJetice, 
becaufe it  is m l where found, th c ^ a y ,  in the Holy A ko n n :  And in 
general all the ^o fcffo rs  of Mnbeketifm, deem it  as a Profanation of 
God’s D ivinityfto  m ention his facred Name by any-other Appellation, 
than thofc a f  his 99 A ttributes, which fee >t the  latter Part o f  this 
W ork. The V ^ r i  ABah, is a!)brcwateL'’ o f  E l Elah, which anfwcrs 
to  the Hebrew Elohim and Adoiaj, and is by all M ibometins, o f w lut 
Language foever (as 1 have hinted) the (^neral Appellation o f G od. 
Mihomet beiife interrogated by the C h r i^ a iy , Jews, Magi and Ido
laters, Wh itY o d  it nas he adorti ? and wtSJ* Precepts hs preached i  
anfwered th /s , ou t o f the Alcoran; tb tt is only Qne, who
bM from Hiwlelf, from  tobom a ^ r e i tu r e s  ha i^ jffS iued
thitrj • w m i^ e s  m t bget, ta d  i t  ntt be£ottem/and in /hortM im  m h  
bos n o t h i h ^ \  him, among aU Beings. A  farther M ention o f  ̂ h is  
Head h c r e i ^ ; ) r \  ^

• • Terror,
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'' Teiyror,areconftrained to pipfefs themfelves Chriftians', 
their Books are all loft, fArce the Remembrance o f 
them  rem aining. The Ahms^ [/. 4.] Teachers are all 
difpatched or made away w ith ; none to be toimd j be
in g  either dead, or in  C uflody : T he Infuifition  is 
dilplayed againft us with <he utmoft Fury  and Op- 

c preiTion, com m itting Cruelties and Di(brd»rs in every 
Place, perfecuting us with uneiprelTible Rigour, Co 
th a t few Parts oi: the Kingdom are free from Fire and 
Faggot': The new-Baptized Moerrs are cveny-where 

^—^ i ^ d ,  2{id daily  punifhed with Gallies,(Racks, and 
Fires, Thefe, and numberlels other A'drcrfities, beft 
k n q ji^  <p God, the Scarcher of all S e ^ ts ,  ‘ we have 
been now perfecuicd w ith , during 
Y ears, w ith  greater F u ry  and Rigofltf ^han j5t„ the 
firft Beginning} for the M alice of our Egemies increa- 
ieth daily  more and more towards us. Ujjder thefe 
Afiiidtions and intolerable Torm ents, I fay, how is 
i t  pofllble any Foundation or L ight o f our Religion 
ihould rem ain ? And if  in the Service o f God we are di- '  
ftorbed and perplexed j and that whenever we perforin 
an y  of our Rites, we- are? obliged to  .do it with all 
imaginable Secrccy and D read ; h ^  can it t e  won
dered a t, i f  they  are become'ftraiige and un-habitual 

, to  us? W ithal tonfidering how lhany inveterate §nd . 
inplaeabJe Enemies we have toi a » i 4 to ae-
£*»)iour felves againft. A dding vO th^’fe, V.ie W orl j ,  
and the Flefh, our moft pernicious A dver^fies, w ith 
their Incitations and Tempxations, w ith ^?heir Snares 
and  Delights,, p, rpetually taking off Thoughts 
from  m editating ci>77w/ oiir fup-fme W ^fare.

Thefe, and furh like llefledions and^ Confidera- 
tions, are what^caufed ine to take in H and this Taik ,

•= w ith fo fimplc a |T a^nt, and Capacity  ̂ tWith the 
In ten t and Purpofe o"̂  declaring the Originsn Em ana- 
t i o i y ^ o w t h  and -^rogrefs o f our H oly and
from  ^ a t  S tock^t had its firft Beginning •,
<iifln;fleu M u^ulm ns  m ay receive the 
Satii?fa£tion of knowing and being act;

"5,0 M ahom etirm  E x p J a m d .
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I l f

he Bountiful Mercies whicb the Lord hath  done f t r  
hem, in bkffing us in fo confpicuous a  M anner, as
o guide us in the^P^ths of a Fat/b, the Fundam entals 

o f which'were compofed in  Paradt/ei and th ither, as

fto  its Nati\<; Source, i t  will return.
M ay the Difcreet Be/iev«rs, to  whom, and to  no 

others, I ofF«r this H iftory , receive this Inftance o f  
m y Zeal with Candour, and favourably pardon m y  

i\ Faults, and Defedls : And m ay the Divine Goodnefs 
i cf God illum inate m y Thoughts* w ith the  Sacred 

L ight o f  his (irace, that I  m ay be capable of f  rope^  ' 
ly  fuiting n w  Eipreinons, and of com pleat ingttlie 
Whole, as^I h a ^  pfopofed. , - '  x



l I 2 Mahometifm Exp)amd,

C*H A P. I.

O^ihe previofff Preparation in Heayin^^ in order 
'to the Cftation ^  Man. The Pprmatipn of all 
Things. Adam and, Eve, our fiHl cre
ated. Their Happy State. Thetf-'^^uPedience 
and Fall. The dreadful Effecis of t ĵeir Prevari
cation.

|H £  fageiWtfZef, in  his incomparable Trea- 
tife, {o') in titled, The Conferences, See. o f  
the Prophets, I'onimufiicatcs to the me
morable Secret of a esoft fingular T ra n f  
ad ion , which t%  l^ing oP the Heavens 

did in Favour o f  Mankindv long before the .16̂ ?̂?.
ination o f  the Heavefts, FJFfWj _or
Tlie" Creation of oar firft Father* Adtim » '^ty whicIT “ 
was manifefted his tender and compafll-
onate Love to us. Which take as follo\^o*

God deiigning ro make known to hisbvlible Choir o f 
Angels, High and‘Low, {b) h;s Scheme concerning the

• ' Crea-

(a) Many A^ftbhn A ^ A 's  of this Name are to  b ^ m c t w ith in 
l y  Herbelot and o t h e r s , o f t e n  quote them j b u t l l  can by no 
mcaavESithcr which cftHem all is meant here. L jt* 3

tu) affirm th^Angels to  be of feverai D egrees; which
arc of tlj. firfl Rank, yhey call MaUjcael Moareboun, J jw 'h  is, The 
Afî tls which ii'' nejreft G od’s Throne of G lory. -5iu>lA'which arc

V  cmi-loyed



Creation, called tlie Arch-A^gel Gabriel { c \  and deli» 
vering to him  a Ten and commanded him  to
draw  out an  Inflrument o f  Realty and Hom<^e; in  
which, as God h |d  .didiatcd to  his Secretary Gabriel^ 
were fpefcified the Pleafures and Delights he ordained 
to  his Creatures in  this Woxld ; the Term  of Years he 

I would allot thcih ; and how, and in  what E ierciles 
[ their Time i n  this Life was to be em ployed. This 

being done, Gabriel faid ; L/Ord, tt^at more mujl I  
write > Thy (d) Pen refifteih ; and r^ u fe th  to be guided  
jerw ards 4  God then took the Deed^ and before J ie  , 
folded it, figiWd it  with his Sacred H and, and^afii^fd 
thereto his RoVal Signet, as an Indication o f  his <ia- 
conteftable*and rirfevocable Promife. and -Covenant.

employed in bcafife or carrying the Throne, are a i le d  HaMckma 
el Arjcb. See D' Harbelit, in the Word Arjcb, But o f tbefc more 
hereafter.

(<■) The Aogel Gabriel, or as they call him Gibrael o r Gehrtel^ is 
^ y  tliein introduced on all Occaffons, and frequently cited  in  

the Alcortin : They bold him and Mil^eal, i. e . Muhae/, to b e  th t  
Two Principal Aogeh o f the Mocarebatn, thofe who approaLh n ra x f t  
to  God. He is oftfB furBamed th fm  Roub, o r rathei iJeA e l  
A m h ,  th e r ti th ru l S ^ ri^ , Somc BelieTC that b y  l{oh el Codi^ T he 
Ho'jr Spirit, men^oned in the ̂ leoran , is meant him . H icy  he- 
licTe, as we do, tha t this AageH brought the Tidings to  o n r Bicffed 

(he fliould conceive, lan d  bring forth Jcfm  C hri^. T he  
Mlearanhfpttfin Ene^ytoGfbracI, fhaH be confoanclei.
They hold, th a ^ e  is«i?irS|ttacable Enemy to  the J e m ,  bu t a  grejfi"' 
Interceflbr f< \ l th e  MuJfuTin-ini, bjcaufe they reverence and  rc- 
rpeft tlie M  the  Jemi rejefted. Many monftrous table*
are recorded o f A s  Angel, f>.me of which fl;all be infcrted in their 
proper Places. "  4

(d) The ArjfDWtifw belicTC and afl^rm, that be'breaB other Things 
God created the TM e o f  bis Decrees, aad after tha^ W j Pen -. That 
this raWf is of one inti re Trecious StoM, o^ an itnmenfc Magni
tude ? That t ic  Pen i« alfo of or.e Pearl, \c>vt the Slit whereof the 
iijj.'ir diftills V h ich js the true and only %}i God for ra ther the 
Ani^cIs ^  G a l’s Comfnand) makes ure of *Pa fiegifter our 
and Aftrfj.TVvhe'e are their Notio^is. R e k n i \  fAah. R^l,
Lcffon, 0̂  the laft Day. Annot. 4. f ^ .

. * Then
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c, tThcn Gabriel wa* comni^nded to  convey what he had » 
Written throughout the Hofts o f Angels, with Orders /  
th a t  they all, without Exception, fhould fall down 
and  worftiip the fame ; and it \^as fo abundantly 
repleniftied w ith G lory , that the Angelical Potentates 
univerfally reverenced and paid Homage thereunto. 
Gabriel returning, faid j • “ O  Lord f I  have obeyed' 
“  thy  Commands j what elfe am I fo d» ? God repli- 
“  ed, Clofe up the W rtting in this Cryjial  ̂ for this |  
“  is jthe inviolable Covenant of the Fealty  the M or- ’ 
“ j ta ls  I will hereaiter create fhall pay untu me, an d j 

' “* 'h e  which they fhall acknowletlge me El\ 
U ^ a n  tells us, T ha t no fooner had the blefled Angel 
clofed'-th^faid Cryjial^ but fo terrtble and^ftonifh ing  
a  Voice iffiied out\hereof^, and i t  caft fo^nafua l and 
glorious a L ight, tha t with the S urp^v ; o M o  great 
and unexpedled a M y ftery, the Angel reinained fixed and 
immoveable ; and although he had a mofl ardent De- 
fire to be let into the fecret Arcanas of th a t wonderful 
Prodigy, y e t all his innate Courage and Heavenly 
M agnan im ity , were not fufficient to  furnifh him w itth 
‘Affurance, or Pow er, to,,make any Inquiry. “  From  
“  whence, O  Sons of :^dam ! we m ay eafiiy conje- 
“  £ture the tic e lle n c y  iind Petfedtion in w h ich  the 
“  firfl Schem* o f our Creation was laid, abundaatly  
“  furpafling even tha t ^ f  t? 3 Angels them felvesiT ees' 

ing th a t, as all our Teach-ai^Jbtfij-us,^m »;'e tKan 
Tw o Thoufand Years before w a rtrea ted , the ' 

“  All-powerful M onarch had vouchfafe/4 o have the 
“  Defign thereof draw n out, and endo^j^ed it with fo 
"  refplendent a Llghr, preferviflg it f«itr to m any Cen- 
“  turies in tha t €a;leJlial,CryjitJ', to the Intent th a t i t  
"  fhould be enjoyed by Adam, and by  thofe of fh's'
“  M ale-Pofterity, v«Iiom his divine and incomprehen- 
“  fible W ifdom li^iaald think worthy theriipf, un til i t  
“  was finally fixe;l^on the Forehead of MihammeJf as 
|^ / l ^ ] l  be hereafter related  ̂ '

N^wr when t ie  Omnipotent God was pV ^ed  to  or- 
^ a iq ,  that tl.e firft of all M en fhould be. irij*ifted w ith

hum anity,

, 1 4  Mahometifm hxplahid.
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I f  »  1  1  .  rI H um an ity , and become ?n  Inhabitant o f tins o a r  

W orld, he previoufly coii|manded the Chiefs o f 'h is  
Angelic Subjeds to prepare (a) a  Throne •, I  mean, a 
Place, a Fal^icl^ aji H abitation, in fine, a W orld, for 
the Reception and Accommodation o f the Beirut- he 
was aboutno create. In Obedience to  the Command,

. and exactly iA the M anner as had been fpecified to  
them, the Woly Angels formed a M afs, an  undigefted 
Compolition, a Chaos, obfcure and tlark, veid o f  a ll 
M anner ot L ight ; which w hen^they beheld, being 

i  ignorant of the Secret Caui’e, they were feized w ith  
W onder and Amazement, and turning to w » d s ‘tjieIi' 
l  ord, faid unto him  y “ O  King o f M yfteries ! WhaC 
“  Fabric!?, wortHty of Admiration !.is thib^lvlMch thou 

haft \ ^ e r e d  us to  ered '• H afe  we, or an y  o f  us, 
“  beed(giti^te o f Difobedience to thy  Divine O rdinan- 
"  ces ? Is tnis frightful Place defigned for a  Prifon 
‘‘ for us ? O  M onarch ! we comprehend not th e  

M eaning of this fo hideous and difm al an  Obfcu- 
“  riry  ! ” To whom God faid  ̂ “ I t a i  none o f  you 
“  w ith D ifobedience; *but I intend to form  a  pet- 
“  verfe Generation ot C re^ures, of a lingular Com- 
“  pofition, who will tranfereTs'm y Laws, and whofc 
“  W ay^w ill be d ifp leafi/g  and abo tonab le  in m y  
“ .S ig h t”  ,

hfn faid the Angels i  “  Accompany not us. Lord,C J htT
filch : W hy wilt thou create

“  them^> ^ y h a t» O l^ r  Occafion haft thou for thOTi-? 
“  A re th ^ X n o t Millions of-Legions of us, thy  incef- 
“  fant W o ^ ip p e rs  > Bpfules, Lord ! W hat Power, 
“  what Pt^lJrility, can thefe thy  intended Creatures 
“  have o f ferving ahii adoi.ing I'hCt', being involved 
“  in  fuch aftonifhing Darknels ? *' The Lord re*
---— .....  I --------------------------------------  ̂-

(a) My A rh o r  has it a<rer his Spiai’;^ "promiaciation, V n t UriC 
eritre todo' I f  ala xei. In  Aribui^, the Al Atfdj o r t a t t e r ^

a T h rone : But iro rc  o f  ib jt, w.hcn I c o w r . fS tK a -  
tion th e .jjS ^n f of Cj</, to which the more prc^erl^  ap-
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 ̂ pjied j “  This Mafs, v/hich I  commanded you to   ̂

“  compoft, (hall ,have t  L ight fufficient to guide 
“  and direft the Inhabitants thereof, in all 
“  their Neceflities. And it is m y Will, T ha t from  
“  .henceforwards, you enjoy an EVeilafting and Eter*
“  nal Reft, nothing to in terrupt your iVpofe, but 
“  your Time be intirely  ti»ken up in Contemplations ^  
“  on m y Glory. As for thofe I ftalljnei|:' give Being 
“  to, they fhall* undergo AfRiftions and Joys, Tirou- 
“  bles and Contents, B itters and Sweets : They (hall 

 ̂ “  be liable to Heal and Cold ; Hunger, T hirft and /
' - '^ 't^a r^n efs, w ith innumerable other Calamities d u - ■ 1̂;

“  ring  their whole Life : Neverthelefs, in all their 
A£tic3;isr-i£ comnriendable and worthy of Reward,

“  they fhall enjoy free L iberty , nor fhall Thing 
“  difturb or controul them in their Pun?at'Sj4 I will 
“  enjoyn them Precepts and Commaiwments, with 
“  other Duties, to be carefully kept, and ftrlhaoufly 
“  m aintained by them, that they  m ay ackno'.vledge 
“  m y D ivin ity , and revere m y Power : T hey fliall 
“  know in what M ethod I ‘will be ferved, and no-N.
“  thing ftiall be required of them, but what is confbr- 
“  mable to  their Capa(?ifies and AbiHties, and m ild 
"  and eafy to.-be performed. * •«’

They fh ^ i 'b e  endowecK with fuch Knowledge o f 
“  m y ineffable Power, that fliey may 6e fenfible it* is 
“  conducive and requifi^ to \lieir futur-e eternigj.ifap*'''*

^  l^inefs, not to neglcd or t r a n ^ if e ^ h e iy ’ m y Pre- : 'j 
“  cepts : Which if  they .inadvenently  o j^be lliou fly  
“  fhould prefume to do, as an A tone™ nt for their 
“  Crime, they m ay be trebly z e a lo u s ^  good and 

laudable W oiks, equivalent ̂ tio the ^m illions, in 
“  Hopes, and with the- P rofped  o f  regaining m y 
“  Grace and Pardon, ^r.nd finding M ercy and Favour 
“  in m y 'Sigh't. T h ^ e  among them, who with a firm f  

'i*' and ardent Fafcp lhall p rad ife  and pbey thefe '  
\ O r d i n a n c e s ; '  none among the Nations of the 
‘ fhall Be equal to them'^in D i g n ^ i  You,

c
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“  youffelves fhall be their,G tiardians {a )  and P rq te-#  
“  do rs, tha t no H arm  or^Tnjurf befall or happe» to 
“  them ; You (hall be the Overfeers o f  Jill their W ords, 

Thoughts ai)^ Actions, keeping a jufl Account of 
their Deferts, which a t tlie appointed Time lhall be 

“  eiadlly* weighed, compared, and computed in  m y  
“  unerring BaUance-, o f aW which, you are to be im-

* “  partial Witneffes, a t the tremendous T ribunal of 
“  m y Juftice, on the Laft D ay, V-here you ftiall 
“  pafs a moft f t r i f t ’Exam ination before m y  Divi- 
“  nity.*”
■> The Angels hearing fuch wonderful Thingf^ ayi'd lb  ̂
am azing Myfteries, w ithout farther Reply, or Inqui
ry;'-! returil’d to t l^ ir  ufual Occupation of thaa ting  D i
vide Hy^'iins, & c.

God rthe'ti..began his C r e a t i o n . H e formed the
• W orld in theXikenefs of a Ball, perfed ly  round in all 

its Parts : (l>) He created the So)cn Heavens. N ature

(*) The Afdbmetans hold, ttiat every Man hath Two tu telar An* 
gels conAantly attending him, one at the Right Side, and the other 
a t the Left, who w rite down eve*5̂  individual W ord and A ftion : 
He on th? R ight,.regifters the .’G oitf, and the other the EviL 
For which^Reafoti, at the C'oii^liifion of each of their Satiei, o r 
daily Prayeis, when they Talut^the Paid Angels (which they do by 
m illing their Face, firft to  tjie Ri^hr, and then to  the Left, pro- 

'•*. Houpfing A fM m iljc , to each ^-f thfnri they u!e more D eli' eratioa 
atid Refpcft 'owar<J^tJy A.'ig<'3on th« right S iJe, th in  to the O ther. 
This I  have f r e q u e i^ ’ iij;n and cbfcrvccl, and upon Irq irry , tia"0 * 
been toM th i^  as a I b i f o f  Secret •, tor tl'cy are very refervcd in 
thofe MyfterieA o f their Belief, unlcfs to  the r familiar Acquain
tance. Afalamivc is the ufual .Salutation they give a fuigle I'er- 
fon, as Afalamlic§m ii to  i  C om piny , or more than o n e ; though 
this only to  thofe oftheiiK ^vn l-’trfuafion, fe? they relufe it to all 
o£h6rs; and think thcmfelves heinoufly affionted, it a th n ftia n , Jetp^ 
&c. offered it them , they faying, the^nj^el Cjiii'/e/ufed that Form  
of Salutation to  tAahmct^ a t all theii Interviews, and for th a t . 

, Reafon, they «ccount all, who are not (a'>>:hey call thcmfelves) T iu t  | 
unworthy thereof. The Word f.j^nifi;s. Pace be with yauX 

and the Anfwer to  it  hAlicfatdm , or AUcho: faldm, which 
to you tlfi'. ,  ' ■ J

( i )  They fa'y there are Seven Heavens. See Dr. P r \d e tu x \ .x M tf .^ l  
aad«.i/.itffficf’s Pilgrimage r.oHeaveD in thi;sBc«k, O p .x x ih  •

G  h e r f e l f• >
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ihepfelf had next her Ext/leeice^ which was to be as a 

conftnon M other to 'a ll T h ijjg s ; but ftie was lim ited 
w ithin c'onveiiielit Bounds, tha t nothing fuperfluous 
or extravagant might be made, or haAje Being, but the 
E arth  be repleniflied witli v/hat was requifite and ne- 
ceflkry •, upon which all I'rees, Fruits^ Pfents, (Sfc. 
were in ltan tly  produced. °A t the fame T im e, the 
Sun, Moon, Sigi^s and Planets w ere‘created : God 
ordering his Angtls that they might ba fo placed, 
tha t the regular Motions of the Heavens might be go- 
Verjj’d and dircfted thereby. H e then created'the D ay 
and th eJ tig h r, diftinguilhing them by fuch concording 
Divifions, tha t the tranflent and diminifhing Hours, 
m ight, h j  that alternate Succeffion oT Light and Dark- 
nefs, be duly and rt^u iarly  computed. ( ^

The Eafl: and the Weft (which w e r e ^ ’ thb fame 
In ftan t created to that Intent) were allotted to be the 
L in jits , or, as we m ay fay, the VValls thereof, b y  
which the one is ftparated from the other. To the 
Moon was ordained her Conjundions, her Increafes 
and Decreafes, by the which bur Tim e is Y early mea- 
fured, and diftributed inj^e Twelv’’e equal Parts, or Di- 
vi/Ions, which we calf M onths <(or .rather. Moons). 
T he F irm am ent was beauUi’ully adorn’d vf'ith b ril
lian t Stars, by  whofe Dir*fljon the Navigators are 
guided and conducted tn ^he /emoteft and moft o ccu lt. 
Corners‘of this capacious'Glob4r  .Ht.ci^^ated the Four 
‘Elements, ot fuch different S pec if ' and ojppofite P ro 
perties, tha t vvhaifoever they meet, or ar^joyned one 
to  another, they produce moft contrary?', and prepo- 
fterous EfFetts. T o the Fire he gave tfec F acu lty  of 
burning outrage6i!fly, and caft'ffng Liquids to boil, 
and o f warm ing and cherifliing, when Tce^t w ithin 

,;Com pafs and.M oderarion. The E arth  was endowed, 
)w ith  the Vertue of propagating and nounfhing the 
Vegetables. The Air he ordained for th e^ lab ita tio n  
^ ^ ^ n g e d  Creatures, as Fowls, Birds, SJr. The W a- 
ter' wa« allotted to be the Abode o f the Fifties : The 
JCivers, Sprwgs, and Fountains, though o f  fo diffe

ren t
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Irent Tafte and N atu re  fram  the fait Seas, are tOrbe<» 
included in this Element /  by \^hofe kindly Influtnca 
and feafonable Aliiftance, the thirfty  E arth  is m oift- 
ened (a) and njade fru ittu l, to the unfpeakable Bene« 
fit of all N ations : Thefe were likewife created a t that 
Time. 'Phe Frofty  W inter, the Tem perate Spring, 
the Delightful Summer, &nd the Ripening Autumn, 
he alfo crKited. * He feparated thg H eat from the 
Cold 5 and commanded the A ir to refrefli the E arth  
w ith lalubrious Breezes  ̂ and t l ^ t  the Fire fhould be 
ferviceAIe, not ofFenfive to  us. He caufed the. Seas , 
and the Rivers to difcover, for our U fe, tlft hidden 
Produdts of their Bowels ; forbidding them to conceal 
them Iroin us, bift that we fhould be Pdrt^kfrs there
of. A^lfhefe, and m any TIioufiTids more of fuch mi- 
raculads Myfieries, (the Recital of which is a Tafk 
too m ighty ior m y weak Underllanding) the Great: 
and All-powerful Monarch accomplilhed in Six Days. 
T his Stupendous Work being cojnpleated, he refted 
him felf on his Throne o^G lory.

The newly-created W orld, beautifully embelllfhed 
w ith all imaginable Delights^ was folely dedicated to 
M an. H e might lake or le'aVe, command or forbid 
whatever his L ord ly  anc]/Arbitrary W ill, or his Del* 
potick, Uncontrouled Fancy Ihould didiate. God, 
amongfl his oA er Wonders, had made a Paradife (b% « 
a Place of G liry r inexprellibJy delightful, appointed 
for th eR ew ard ^ l his tru ly  dutiful Servants ; I  mfeao*

- ^   ̂ ^
(<«) In the d r ^ r  and more Southern Parts o f the W orld , mnch 

o f the Land is in Summc* overflov^cd w kh W ater, by cutting 
Trcnche^ a'nd. making Channels to  let it run through the Corn* 
Fields, Gardens, Orchards, & c. whl;b would orherwife be barren, 
^nd produce nothing, exccpt in very raw y Y ears; a T h in g n o t^  
requifuc, a^d tlicrefore, little  praflifed in our Northern C lim atesj 
In  Spain am5 Ponuial they call them  AxfC{}ti^, corruptly fiora th 
Arabitli W otd Scxkiti, wh ch implies the (anie Thing. * «  . y"

(b) By Baridife, is alway* meant a rcel^ftiA Paridife, for jfnejr 
ha»c no Notion of the Garden of Edui, or tbe T erreftria^onc. 
More of this fliatl be fjid  hereafter. •  ’

C  2  . tho(«



Tithofe who keep his Commiindments, and obey his 
Holy Ordinances. . "niishelvaspleafed to fitiia te  aloft 
near the Heaveiis. The dark and horrible Hell (<2), 
being likewife created, was o rd a in ^  for a perpe
tual Prifon for the Condemned who are thofe 
th a t rebel againfl his Precepts, by denying* or oppo- 
ling  his Laws : This frightlfil Station, the Portion of 
Sinners, he place^ below, in  a d ifm at Abyfs o f Sor
row.

All bring now coinpleated, and put in O rder •, G oJ 
fa id ’t.0 his Angels ; “  Which of you will deftend to 
“  the-EaS'th, and bring me up a H andful thereof? ”  
"W’hen im m ediately fuch infinite Numbers of Coelefti- 
al Spirits- departed, tha t the U niverfal Surface was 
covered w ith them where confulting amoing them- 
felves, they all unanimoufly confirm’d _ their L oath
ing  and Abhorrence to touch it,  faying^ How 
dare  we be fo prefumptuous as to e ipofe  before the 
T hrone of a Lord fo Glorious and Sovereign as ours 
is, a Thing fo filthy, and oi a Form  and Compofl- 
tion  fo vile and defpicable ? A nd, in  EfFedl:, they all 
returned, fully determined not to  meddle with it. 
A fter thefe, went other's,and then  snore; but.not one 
o f  them, either firfl or 1 a f td a r e d  to defile fhe Puri
ty  of th e ir Hands with it.- - Upon w h i c h * Azaraei^

( an  Angel o f an extraordinary Stature,, flew down, 
and from the four Corners of the E afih 'b rought up a

‘ ® Hand*

;2p Mahometifhi Expram d.

(a ) The Amhkl^ W ord is G^hcr.nima, which fix ities HeD. D' 
H trbekt fays. The Arabjm Makomeuni Teepi to have borrowed this 
W ord from the yrvcs and CkriftUns- "ftie Original of the Hebrew 
W ord  comes from Ghe Henmim, that is, T h e  Vale o f ticnmom, where 
th e  Amorves burnt their Chilaren alive, facrificing them to the 
Ido l Moloch. In 'Arabiclc Gel.em,em is properly a veey deep Pit, 
tn d  Gehim is one o'’ a frightful deformed Countenance. Ben Gehennem,
i l  c . thef Son of Hell, is the Name they commonly give to  a very 

Reprobate. See the Mahometan Ideas o f Hell in O’ Herbelot, 
a tla i\je , u ;id< rthe  Word'Stfcennem.

Q))(Azjiratl, the Aneel ot| D eath. According to  all h'.ahometan T ra 
ditions, at the Day o f Judgm ent, whea ^ r a p i  o r I fr f f l  fball fo ind



t  •

H andful o f w hat God coramanded : From ^the 
South and the North, from the and from the 
Eaft, took he it  j of all which Four different Q uali
ties H um an Bo*dies are  compofed.

The A'ltnighty perceiving in  w hat manner Azarcel 
had fTgnalized*himfelf in«tliis Affair, beyond the reft 
o f the Aligcls,* aud tak ing  particular Notice o f Iiis 
goodly Form  and Stature, faid to him j O  Azarael,
“  it is m y Pleafure to conftitute jhee to be D^aib it-

Mahometifm *Explamd» 2*1^

the Trum pet, all Creatures, Angels, Men and Devils Ihall dye i the 
lafl o f all thatfhall d y c is  to  be Aixracl Mitlec el Mint. the nnac- 
rouB tabl^Frblesof the prodigious S ta tu i(» o fth e  AngC'S, D r. Pri- 
d e a u x  in his Life o f M a b o m . p. ? i ,  C?f. gives a particular Account. 
K hon d em h, a celebrated Chronologift, qiiotetl by many W riters, 
fays; That w he»  God had rcfolved to  make he commanded
the Angel Gabriel to  take an Handful of Mould from every one o f  
the Seven Deftthi o f the Earth. The Angel went anvl acquainted 

, the Earth with his Commiflioni to wh ch (he anfwercd, T hat (he 
fear’d, th a t C reature would rc '* l , and d:aw a Curfe upon her, and 
prayed him to reprefcot it to  God. Gabriel did fo; but God being 
refolv'd, fcnt M i c b j i l  and I f r a j i i  oil, Errand, who both
retorn’d a  Gabriel had dpne. At lart'Tle fcnt j4 ^ jrje /,’wh3 took 
the Seven Wandfuls by Force, w ithout minding what the iiarth  
faid ; and carry’d them to a Pl,*e in between A /eaj and
T’bvf. This harfh. Method ufed towards the E arth , was
th e  Caufe tha t God gave him afterwards, the Charge o f feparating •
the Souls from the B odiei; and therefore, he is cjlled The Av^el 
o f Death. W hen this. Earth had been moulded by the Angels, « 
God himfelf, form’cf it , and was, wli^n dry, a long Time expofed 
in Sight of the Angels, who often’ vifited it. EblU, or Lucifer^ 
touching ir, and finding it hollow, fa id ; That Creature would 
often require filtkg, and be fu tje ft to  many Temptations. He 
then asked his Companion^ W hether, if GoJ fliould require it of 
them , they would fubmit to th a t C reature  ? And they anfwering 
in the Affirmative, he feem’d to  acqu^ffce alfo, but had other De- 
figns., Some time afctr, God animated this ijody, and cloathed it 
mofl glorioufly, adorning the Soul with all Vertues and Sciences, f l «  
and then comtranded all the Angels to  fall down, and pay Refpeft y  
to the fame. They all obeyd , only Eblk wis refl aftory i w lio w a s ^  
therefore cu rfed ,and  drove ou t o f Paradife, add his Place p i v ^  
to  Adam. There Eve was taken out of I/is Ie;t Side, whilA Kc 
flfp t, and given to him for a W ife. Fide IfHefbelot mi Aiatn, * •

•* “ fclfi
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f d f ;  thon {halt be h im 'w ho  feparateth the (a )
‘‘ Souls from tlie Bodies of thofe Creatures I am
“  about to make^ Thou henceforth ,fha lt be called

Azarael M j Icc el Alout, or Azarael the Angel of 
“  Death. . »

Tlien God caufed the Eflrth which* Azarael had
brought, to be walhed and purifiegl i(i th« Fountains 
o f Heaven and ft/ Hajjun tells us. T h a t it became fb 
refplendently clear, ,that it cafl: a more Ibining and 
beautiful tlian the Sun in its utmofl* Glory.
Gabriel was then commanded to  convey this lovely, 
tho’ as ye t Inanim ate Law/) o f Clay, throughout the Hea
vens, the •'Earth, the Centers, and^ the Seas, to the 
In ten t, and with a Injunftion, that whatfo-
ever had Life might behold it, and pay Honour and 
Reverence thereunto. o

When the Ant^els faw all thefe incomprehenfihle 
M yfterics, and 7 W  fb beautiful an Image  ̂ they faid. 

Lord ! i t  it will be pleafing in  thy  Sight, we will, 
“  in  th y  moft High and Klighty. N am e, proftrate 
“  ourfelvcs before i t^ ” Xo which voluntary Propo- 
pofal, God replied; “̂ 'I ’am contcnt you pay  Ado- 

■ “  ration to it, and I command you fb to do When
jn ftan tly  they all bowed, inclining their fhining C«e - 

, leftial Countenances a t his F e tt  ̂ o r ^  (b )  Lucifer 
detained himfelf, obftinately refufing; proudly and

(a )  Arnhes. The Word in Arabic\ is Koh, in the Plural Arrm ah  j 
i t  implies both Life and Soul, with fcarce any D ifl'^dion.

( b )  They call L u tifir  fotr.ctimcs (as^iiTiy Author oofs here^ and 
in many oiher I'laces) Ln^hel, but more generally ^blis, which fig- 
n (ics the Drfperate, c r one ŷ i Defpair of recovering what he loft.

(''j They fay his Name, before his i;ebellion and Expulfion, was
■ and during the Space of Scoco Years, had been one of God’s moft

jfObedient and Favoiiii:e Angels; ’till a t laft, for refufinj: to  render 
iwm age to  Adarn, ^ e  was caft out o f Heaven with all his Accom. 
p lit;s in his Difobedieni'c, among whom were the Angels ArOt and 

fo often m entionedty feveral Authors. They give him feveral 
dther Names, oi' which in* their proper Placcs. See D'Herbelot in

• Eblis, fff.
* arrogan tly
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arrogantly  valuing him^elf upon his H eavenly iCom- 
po fition : T o whom God fternly faid “  Proftrate 
“  thy  felf to ^d a m ; ”  He iiiade a Shew of fo doing, 
but {a )  remained only upon his Knees, and then 
rofe up,• before he had pertormed what God had com
manded him*. When the Angels beheld his Infolence 
and Difttbedknce, they a Second Time proflratcd 
themfelves, to c o ^ l e a t  what thif haughty  and pre- 
fumpfuous Angel had left undone From  lie^ice it is, 
th a t 711 all our Prayers, at each (/;} Inclination ol 
the Body, we make Tw o Proftrations, (<;) one im 
mediately after the other. God being highly incenfed 
againft t.he Rebellious Lucifer, faid unto liiu i; “  Why 

dicSft tliou' not reverence th i»  Statue which I  have 
“  made, as the other Angels all have d o n e ? ” To 
which Lucifer reply’d ; “  I will never Itflen or dii- 
“  parage m y G randeur fo much, as to humble m y 
“  felf to  a Piece oj Clay; I , vvho am an im m ortal 

Seraphim, o f  fo apparently a greater Excellency 
than lh<7t  : I, whom thou didft create out o f  the 

“  CcEleftial F ire, w h a tan  hidigniry would it be to 
my Splendor, to  pay Homage to a Thing com- 

“  pofed o f  fo vile a M e fa l! ” The irritated Monarch, 
jvith a Voice o f  Thunder, then pronounced againft 
him  th isdirefcl Anathema and M alediflion  ̂ “  Begone,
“  ( f  ) E nem y; Depart, Rebel, from m y A bode! Thou

(<*) This fti^lbeexplained«ihen their Pravers, e5rc. are treated of. 
{b) The bowling o f  their Bodies with their Hands on their Knees, 

before they proftrate thii^ftlelves a t their Devotion'?.
( 0 .  The Adoration they make when they pray, proftrating them

felves, and touching the Earth with their Foreheads, which is what 
th e  GreeJ î call when Seven of. our Members touch the
G r o u n d , t h e  tw o  f^eet, the Two Hmt/s, the Two Kneei, anif 
the Heaii See a farther Explanation of this in HeUr.d's A b ri' 
m ent o f  the Mihom, Kel. *

C They held, that the Angels and • t h / Genii, were all 
out of an exceeding hot Fire. J  i

(e) A common tp lth c t they give the Devil, is,»Adou Allab,^Gad's 
Enemy. He is likewife called i, e. He tbat was ftoned,

\ )  • *  or



' 24 Maliometifm Explain
' ko  longer Ihalt continvjp in  m y CcEleftial Domi- 

“  nions. Go', rtiou accnrfed flaming Thunderbolt of 
“  F ire! M y Curfe purfue thee! M y Condemnation 
■' overtake thee ! M y Torments afflidl* thee! And m y 
“  Chaftifement accompany th ee ! ” Thusi- fell this 
Enem y of God and M ankind, both he, and all his ^  
Followers and Abettors, who fidecL ore were Partakers 
w ith him in his 'Pride, and prcRifmptuous Difobedi- 
ence ; They were caft, I fay, by the avenging Arm 
of God, into the lowcli Abyfies of F.verlaftii>g T o r
ments, m which perpetual Dungeon of Endlefs Mi- 
fery, they Ihall rem ain to all E ternity .

The Cgttfequcnces o f the Fall o f ‘■this acrtirfed Ge
neration, were not inconfiderable, but tha t, ac
cording to tl:e Hebrew (.7) E l Tazjir, and as (/;) Abou 
el Khabar, that Learned DoQor, infOjins ns, the 
Shock was fo furprizingly great, when thefe pernici
ous Legions fell all a t once, as they  did, that th e . 
whole Fabrick of Heaven, w ith the very Foiindaf’nn 
thereof, fweated and trembled-, M oft terrible Earth- « 
quakes fliook the vaft Body of the lower Globe; The

I • ^

or driven out of Parjdife with Stones. This N:Me they give hlin 
( to  incite e»ery one to  repulfe his Temptatiotis with Violence and 

Ardour. When they mention the Devil, «hom  'they likewife tall 
^Shtetin an;l Sl.iethar, trom thi: Hebrero Shtihan^  they ever add t  

Curfe, as Allah hti, Ailih ^ u ^ r e ,  and very frequentiy fsy, 
iouthoH fitUJi mm j  Shieian t)r, God preferve us from the v  jh-

> fiu'jhed Saian. This Expreft'ion is before every C hapter in the At- 
p u n .  • ^

r ^
(a) A Book To caTlcd. Ir (lioulcl be rather Taffir, which fignifics 

an Expofitor, and is. the Title o f many EookSi

Q )  The ArMdtts generally e^iprefs tiiemfelves in a m ^m erpecu- 
ro them alone for here Abou el I ^ ib a r ,  is the Title O fV Bock, 

literally fijnifits. The Father of Sttos, and is alfo the Sirname 
pfTxa-eral Men. TiVfs who are remarkable for any Perfeftiori or 
Jm ptJeflion  of B' dy or Mind, cr are add fted to any one Thing 
in  ■pat’ticular, they call him the-Father o f it. Sec D'Herbeht jq 
Abou, and Dr. Prfdeaux L. iiuhom. p, 82.

'' ' P-ivers^



* Rivers, Seas, and all runnyig W aters were inftan«4y  
I flopped, and  an unactive Sufpenfion of their continual 

Worjh'tp enfued, <̂7) fcarce advancing drop by drop in 
their N atural Courfes. In  fine, an int ii c and univerlal 
Stupefadlictfi followed; all Things Anim ate and Inani- 

^  mate, ceafed from their actufloined Adorations^ being 
 ̂ wTiolIy w rapped un in Amazement a t the ftupendous 

and infcrutable P (w «  o f  the AliiTighty M onarch, 
though it furpafIM their Imaginations, to dive into 

i the Caufes of, thefe fo wondertul* Events. T he Sun 
' „ flood fliil, fain tly  cafting an obfcure and. d ifm ar 

L ig h t; and the-whole Surface was ovawhelmecf w ith 
 ̂ H orror aifd Confu<(ion: N ay , the inoft p iir^^nd glo

rious* A ng«s themfelves (thofe Wc/Ted Cosleftial Be
ings) were fo difniayed with Aftonilhment, that they 
remained f ix ^  and motionlefs in their (/>) Poftures.

 ̂ Even the N atural Courfes o f thofe Rivulets and Hea- 
 ̂ venly Springs which were among them , ceafed. And 
. Gabriel himfelf (whofe Courage is fo incomparable,
- and whofe M agnanim itjf fo without equal) was, as 

much as is pojfible for him to^be, difm ayed, lofing a t 
once the U fe of aU his Faculties, being fcrzed w ith 
a ftupid an d  unadlive l.e thargy   ̂ y e t ignorant o f 
the real Caufe from vvhcnce proceeded the univerfal 
A lionifhm ent,'w ith  which he felt him felf oppreffed. ,

 ̂ I . ^

i (a) The JUihomenns' affirm, that .all Things Animate and Inani
mate, the Mountains, Rocks, Seas, Rivers, Trees, P lants, Herbs, 
fyc. perpetually («vc and worfhip God after their manner. Praytr, 
they fay, leads H a^w ay to  H e a v e n c a r r i e s  them to  Heaven- 
G ate ; and Alms, gain Ai^Tljttance. N otioni w orthy of a more be
lieving peop le ! •

. (4) Arcording to the Mihomettn Traditions, a'l the Argels in • 
f general I« jc , the ir particular Occupations afJigned them by God, in ( t  if 
t  which tHey lire continually employed. Thofe who more immediate-j* 

ly are Attendants on God’s Perfon, they fay, fta*d about h%n wit)f 
; their Hands folded ̂ ver their Navels, and their-Kycs inclining down

wards, which they deem a Pofture o f  Humiliry and Refignatidn, prid  
IS the ^ rne  which the Pages, ii/i: in the Prefence^f their Empe"- 
f  ofs, Princes, and o f all Men cT chief Rank in general.

“  Behold,

I ' •
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Behold, O  Sons of* Adam! w ith what Rigour 
“  the damniftg Sins of Pride and Difobedience were 
“  punilhed ; t le Terrors they caufe^j, and vvith w hat 
“  direful Calamities they were accompanied-, tha t 
“  the)’' (hould affed, w ith the;r m alignaitt Influence,
“  the Heavrns, the Eartft, the Sun,*^the Moon, thfj^’ 
“  Angels, the ^ourfes, the Scas^ aild t^ery  created 

Thing, caufing in every iiWtividual Part thereof,
“  a C hange; ftupyying, ihocking, infedting, licken- 

. “  ing, terrify ing, and penetrating all exifting Bo- ; 
“  dies!-

The accurfed Squadron, who before their Fall were 
fo glor-idufly beaudful, were trai^sformei* into fach 
hideonfly frightful and monftrons Appearances, and 
fo mucli disfigured from  what they once were, th a t 
Im agination itfe lf can comprehend nothing which 
m ay  be compared to have any Similitude, or bear 
an y  manner of Relemblance to them : So ugly were 
their Forms and Countenances, and fo unaccoun
table the Alteration, that nothing can be thought on,* 
which with any Likerusfs m ay be juftly  apply’d.
“  Like unto a Delintjuent, who has committed fome 
“  enormous Crime, and goes about feekirig a Sandhi- 
“  a ry , or fome Obfcuritjr, where to hide h im felffrom ’
“  the Eyes of Juftice, but finding none to protedb /> 
“  him , he, trem bling ,,eipeds his juft C haftifem ent;
*' uncertain when, ye t fure ’twill come: ”  So thiscur-^ 
fed rebellious Angel, both he and his Followers, fee
ing themfelves calf out o f G lory, refiefting on their 
prefent wretched Condition, and aq^prehenfive o f 
vvorfe ( if  pollible) went wawdring about, feeking 
Caves and difmal Solitudes, to avoid the farther 
W rath  of the incenfed and offended God ; but found

i no comfortable H abitation, no Security, no Protec- » 
(. t io n w h o l ly  deprived of what m ight afford' them 
\ i th e r  C o n tcn \ or Reft. “  O ye miferable Un-thron- 
‘ Wli O Inheritances irrecoverably loft! N ot the leaft 
f ' ulim pfe or P rofp^d o f bsin^ ever regained !

/  *25 Mahometifm Explain d-



' This Eneriry being thu?  routed, fubdued and v^n- 
quiftied ; God now was pleafed to publifh and make 
m anifeft his D#fign o f A nim ating DXdn out of th a t 
beautiful and relplendent Cryjial^ and accordingly 
commanded Gabriel to breathe into the faid Vcflel,

^ th a t it mi^ht ’become F le lh  and Blood : But a t the 
In ftan t, as'the* im m aculate Spirit (a) was going to 

'■enter th.erein, it refUfned, and humbling itfc lf betore 
the Lord, la id ; “ O M erdliil Kiiig! For what Rea- 
“  fon i  ̂ it, th a t thou intendeft to  inclofe n;e in this 
“  loathfome Prifon ? I ,’ who am thy Servant, thou 

•“  Ihutteft up w ithin mine Enemy, where my P u rity  
“  will be*«5̂ efiled,‘and where, againft my W-iil, I lhall 

ditoGey thee, w ithout being a1?le to rcfift the Infti- 
“  gations and Power o f this rebellious Flefli, whereby 
“  I lhall bec«me liable to fuffer th y  rigorous Punifh- 
“  menrs, infupportable and unequal to m y Strengtli, 
“  for having perpetrated the Enormities obnoxious to  

the F ra ilty  of H um ap F lelh: Spare me, O L o rd !  
“■ Ipare me! fufFer me not to tafte of this b itte r 
“  D raugh t! T o  thee it belongs to command, and to 
“  m e to fupplicat^thee.

Thus fpoke the pure and unfpotted S p ir i t ; when 
God, to give If fom e Satisfadion to thefe Com plaints, 

< and that it  m ight contentedly reflgn i td l f  to obey 
his Commands, ordered it  (hould be conduitad near 

_ bis Throne, where, in innuiijerable and infinite P a r t f  
thereof, it  beheld certain L i te r s  decyphered up and 
down, i iy o r t in g , M a h o m e t  tbeTriumphant Leader !

f Mahometifm Explain d. 27*

(a) Arab, ra'ther the W ord k  Arabic^., and (ignifics Spirit,
Life and Soul promifcuoufly, as I have already hinted. Cajchm, ^ 
a fioted Mahometan W riter, in his Book intitied Fem hat, w rites./.’̂ P  
That there are fereral Scrts o f  C rfations: Some Things God crc-* ' 
ated with only His Fiat, Be i t  done: o thers.in  which His H a ^ s  
were employ’d only; And foin* wherein He^Ted, both his \w r d  *■ 
and his Hands. In the Beginning, He created Heaven a n d ^ a r th  
w ith His foie W ord, and Jhen He created M ai^ and o th e r^ rc a -  
tures with M atter, and tli4 CoBCurrtflicc of Sccond Ciufes, which 
He bad created before. "  » ,

' ‘ ' ( < 0  And



(<  ̂ And over all the S e v ^  Heavens, on their Gates, 
and in all the Books, he faw thofe W ords, ftamped, ex
ceedingly bright and refplendent. This was the Blazon 
which all theAngels and other Cceleftfkl Beings carried 
between their beautiful Eyes, and for theit j)evices  on 
their Apparel. ,

The Spirit having feen all this, returned to the ‘ 
Throne of G lory, and being vejc^ defirous to under- 
ftand the Signification of thofe Cyphers and (b) Cha- 
rafters, he asked, Name that was whicji Jhined
lb  in every Place  ̂ To which Queftion, God anfwer- 
e d ; “  Know, tha t from Thee^ -and . from that Fkfh 
“  {hall p/oceed a Chieftain, a Leader wha'fiiall bear 
“  //j//rN am e, and ih it  Language^ by <wh(jii?; and 
“  for whofe Sake, 1 th y  Lord, the Heavens, the 
“  Earths, and the Seas fhajl be honoiiral, as (hall 

likewife all who believe in that Nam e.”
The Spirit hearing thefe Wonders, immediately 

conceived fo miglity a Love to the Bady (a Love

28 Mahometilrn Explain d.

Ca) The Four Sefts which arc nmong ih t  Mahomet am  eftccmed as 
Orthorfox, viz. The Hinifeen, ilie the Shaffi'en, and the
Jiawbihen, all unanimoiifly a^ rte , T hat the Name o f the Impoftor 
WS5, long be''ore tiie Creation, t.ngraven all over theHeavfns, and 

, Recorded in the Sacrid Rcgifters thereof, in thofe well-known 
W o rd s ; La ilUh illjHah, Mohammed rcjsul AH^h; But our Author 

^has hertf, itfeem s, piven us a,different Exprcffion; I fuppofe, Li- 
rentia Poetica, (which he boldly and copioufly affumes throughout his 
W ork) not to  lan.e his M etre.'

fb') As throughout the w hile  MS. the Compiler ha; tnad*no Scrupic 
o f  SpaMoU\ing, al. SpanijJiipng moft o f his Arabicl^Words, I mean, 
giving them a Spwifli I 'e rm in a tio n ; I cBi/rf: in this plare to  mention 
j t  once more for all. He has it, Albirfes. In Arabicl(J Letters or 
C harafterso f the Alphabet are £ / A.trro/, which is thePlural Number 

! kOf ^r t  / ,  or rather Horf-, but they ufually add el to  all their 
.‘ W ords, which is no other than the Article The, which the Sftnurdsy 

iipd all t^ic Eurtfeam, in Imitation of them , corrup t, by adding the 
A hicle  to  all thofe w ords beginning w ith Al, which are for the moft 

Arabul', ai el Alcaide, The orG oT crnori f/
Al j 'in ia , rheC hjm iftry  j el Alaf.iba, the Citadel j and fo in innu
merable ethers. rV

t •' ^  ■"' not



not to be eiprefled, nor even imagnwd) th a t i t  lodg
ed with Im patience to  entef into i t : Which it had no 
fooner done, but i t  m iraculouny and artificially was 
influenced and diflilled in to  every individual Part and 
M ember thereof, whereby the Body became Ani
mated. * .

The Corapofition of Ad3 s  was o f divers and diffe
rent Materials, anfwerable to  the dilfer^;nt Qualities and 
Appetites which were lo  be incorporated in  him. H is 
Face and Head were formed froiTkthat illuftrious and 
ever-fanio'js Place, where Abraham, the Servant o f 
God, bu ilt the Holy ElCaaba (a). The T ru n k  of his 
B ody, that' where lince flood the great and moft 

I  fandlij[yIdTemple of (b) J e r u fa le m ^ ls  two Legs from  
1 .̂ th a t \^ e re  the Noble C ity  of Grand Cairo {c) is fitu- 
I 'a ted  : His Feet, and H ands, from M em phis: H is 
I  R ight-H and tfom  the Eaftw ard P a r t ; his Left from
* the Weft ward, oppofite thereunto, & c. His N ature, 

or his Private Parts, were compofed from  Aliftinche^ 
(ji) uninliabitable M ountains. In  fine, every Part and

Mem-

(«) The SquareChapcl wh'ch is within the great and fumptuousl em 
pic at Mecca, held in m ighty Vcnerat on by all the .Mihometam o f what 
Seft*foevcr, towards the whi h they turn tiicir Faces when they pray, 

what part o f the W orld fcevcr they be. Th«y hold, it was 
^ g u n  by Abraham, and finifhcd by 'f.'. EJnlji m  AraUiti Gco- 
graphcr, in his Defcription of that T tm pic , f j)s , ItsL<^ngth from ' 

to W eft is Twenty*four C u b its ,/A j Tw enty-three from South 
to  North. Its Gate ftatids on the Eaft-Side, the Threfliold whereof 
is Four Cubits frqm the Ground.. See more o f this in O'Herbcht, 
in the W ords and A?c\'c,ifc. They affirm, T h a t b u i l t  a
'icn ip le  where tha t a t ftjnds, which shey aW  Sor^th.

c*) They caU the Tem ple o i  Solmm, Beit el Mocaddxs, the 
H clyH oule; and th<t « t M aca, is generally, called Beir AlUh, the 

[ Houi'c o f God. AHthcr has it here Ai Altgdix^, meaning tha t at
I  JetH falm .

* (f") Grand Cairo, the Capital o f  E jp t-, the Mi§ometans siU*g]ve It 
die Name o f Afiffir. ’Tis here M u a a .

( j )  Su natxra Je aim inche ^ / ic r r a f  inai/fai/ef. J h is  fee its  to  be 
obfcure, and fcarcc in tc llig i8 (e ; yet this I am certain o f, that the 

f  ... * ^  w aihing
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• ^^em ber o f him, necefTafy, convenient, ’or fubfer- 
vient to H um an Lite, were contained and included *
in the Handful o f Earth which was conveyed by dza^  
rael^ the Angel o f Death, and rajrvelloufly, and 
m oft artfu lly  connedted together, and fo properly 
adapted and applied, to  the Intent that Nfen m ight 
be in every Refpedl intirely^ perfect, eiceeditig all th a t y  
Thought tan  conceive. •

God furnilhed* him with a Tongue harmonioufly 
fweet and elegant, wherewith be might call upon, and 7  
glorify his l 3ivine Name. He c ^ le d  hiiir Adam^ 
which is as much as to fay, Father. ^

O ur Prophet has declared to  as, the Reafon 
“  w hy the F irft o f Men was compcrfed’of fo-'JifFerent 
“  Species, and froui Places fo diftant and remhtfe^ one 
“  from the other ; for he tells us. T hat from hence it  

is, that Human Knowledge is diftributed amongfl:
“  all M ankind, and by which all People, in all Parts 
“ o f the W orld, know one another. He who is born ' ' '  
“  in the Weft, knows him  who is born in  the Eaft,
“  by only feeing him  ̂ whereby i t  is evident, th a t “
“  feeing, upon a flender Acquaintance, and almofl: a t 
“  the firli Sight, Men of fo diftaM  Climates con tra it 
“  Friendfhips and Love, all M ankind are of the 
“  fame Flefli and Blood.” .

The Supreme Monarch created Adam with his own ^  
H ands, fuffering none but himfelf to  touch him ; hot.

' formed him after the Image he thought litteft ; (a)
• T all, Proper, Comely, '"and exceedingly Beautiful;

furpafllng
___________________________ _̂_______ •____________

wafhing of thofc Parts after Evacuation o f either fort, is in A ri' 
bilk railed Snn]a, to  wjiich Word my A uthor feems to  allude in Alt- 
ftinche ; For the Spaniards ufe ch whci e we write the Confonant j, tho’ 
not with fo ftrorf^ a Pronunci-tio .i; The Confonant i they always 
pronounce in the TJhrcjat, as th  y genera'ly do the g, and the x.

(a) The JHahometinixifvet fay, That God created Man after his owti ’**v
and hold it as the higheft Impiety and Prefumption in any

who go about t(j give any Dcfi.ription,of God’s Form : Yet among
th e  Vulgar, nothing is n?ore tommojf. than to  ask a  Favour, o r an 

, Aim*,
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forpafTingtheRifing Sun. H is Stature was of tbe ‘
. advantageous Size, h k  S h ^ e  the bed and moft 

reg u la r; And Rays o f  Light diffufed fo refplendently  
ftom  his C ounrepnce, th a t none of the Angels were 
comparable to him.

God the« aliigned to  him  for his H abitation tha 
Cxlefttal Purndije^ w ith att its Territories, granting 
him frte L iberty to  go and come therein as he him- 
felf pleas’d ; leaving it in tire lf to Iiis Difcretion to 

' chufe or to refui'ej to commit or ^to omir, to know'
or to leave unknow n, whatfoever he would : But be- 

^ caufe he (hould not imagine liimfelf to be abfolutely 
Lord, m thou t a Superior ; God enjoj^ned him {b) one 

: 'o n ly  P it^^pt to  keep and obferve, and that alto-
get|i^!*^ry  and fupportable, whicfr was the firfl: Begin
ning o f  our M ifery, and the Midd/e and End  of all our 
Calam ities ! #'

^  Alms, A la WiJg Allah, i. e. For God’s F ace; a; \vc fay, For God's 
Sake i bu t when any of the A’hms hear that ir xprefTion, they re
buke them, faying, E fm t nCanduu IVjdg  ̂ /. e. Be dum b,

'  * jn u  Infidel! God has no Face. A'lim  fignific5 a Tcacher, the Plu
ral o f which is Ouhmma and El Aim.

(a) In the next Chapter he fays, Thirty Spans.
'b )  H^h'tndemir, a famops Author frequently quoted by Monfieur 

Ti'h’erbeht, and many others, I'sas ihelc W ords ■, < od forbad Adam 
the eating the F ruit o f one T ree ; but Eb.'is, afTociating himfclf

• X  w ith the Pcacock and the Serpent, prevail’d with Aduin and Eve to  
, f e a t  ot that fnbidden Fruit. Asfooii a; ever he had tufted the P i- ,  

tal Moifel, the\r Glorious Clcathinji dropt off, which made them  fen- 
fible of their Sin, and afliam’d of Uieir Nakednefs, and run to  a 
Fig-Tree to coverthenifclves with itsLeave=; but it was not long be
fore they heard the Voiccot G od, faying to them Co dont,^ and depart 
this Place aUaf jo»  i ToufhuU, for the future, he Emmies to one am ber,
end (hall live and fubfift uforn the Earth for i f r i m c . ---------  The ge-
re ta lT nad itio iris, T h a t f e l l  in the Iflind  of Serandih, or Cei- 

j hn  ; Eve a t  Guidda o r Gldda, a Port on the Red-Sea rear M 'c a :  
Ehlis, o t Lucifer, at Mi'^an near Br.jfora^-, t>ie Fetcnk  in ludojian; 
and the Serfem z t  Naftbe, or J f  ahm ■, th a t is, on the Places where 
thofe Towns were afterwards built, ^dum  being mi erablydiftiefs’d, 
and inconlblablc for the want o f his W ife Eve, repented o f hii Sin, 
and lilted hit Eyesand Hinds towards Hca^en to  im plore Mercy. 
ThenG od lent down a Tent by che An5,els, and placed it whej<f af- 
teiwards was the Temple of Mneta^ D 'Htrbtln  io Adam.

• * • • In



In  this glorious P lain , fo  abundantly , and de lid - 
oilfiy fru itfu l, repleniflied»with T honlandsof Charms 
and Alluremllfits to content all his Appetites, one 
T re e  there was referved, and forbidden; O f which, 
God faid to him ; “  Thou fhalt keep efpecial Guard 
“  over this Tree, the F ru it whereof tho« (halt not 
“  eat •, neither flialt tho s  even touch it, on Pain of^ 
“  m y higheft Indignation, Ju ftice ,'C ondem nation ,
“  and Death : ^ u t  take Notice ; Thou w ilt llrand 

in need of all th y  Light to enable thee to  
“  w ithftand the powerful Tem ptations o f th y  known 
“  Enemy. In  having given thee this Caution, I have  ̂

nothing m ore to  fay, or to advife thee; only , th a t 
“  by  thy  Obeying this m y One C om m an# ,^  fhall be 
“  -fully fatisfy’d. ’"^It is a Thing  reafor;able;«'Ad o f 
“  no great Difficulty.”

This Abode of inexprefTible Delights..-4(̂ 2̂;a enjoy’d 
alone, without a Companion j un til he m ade his 
Supplications to God, that he would be pleafcd to  
vouchfafe him  an AfTociate, w ith whom he m ight 
Communicate. W hen Go3 im m ediately caft him* 
in to  a deep Sleep, and before he awoke, took from 
his Left-"Side a Rib without h/rfh, ^ f  which he formed 
W o m a n ,  Beautiful, F air, and fuperlatively Grace
fu l;  and named her (a) Eve, which fignifies the fajne 
as M other; from which Nam e fo m any innum erable^ 
Tribes and Lineages have ]5roceeded. (s

Afiam awaking, and btholding a Figure fo exceed-'^ 
ing  lovely, and exquifltely delireable, was inflant- 
ly  for laying his Hands on her, without any more 
Refpeft, or farther C om plim en t; w hjn he heard a 
Voice, faying, Hold, Adam,^ thy felf, and
“  pafs no farther-, fear the Lord who created .Thee ;
“  Thou muft noj approach her without m y Leave.” 
God then immediati^ly called Gabriel, com m anding 
him  to go into Puradije, and there to  tre a t o f that
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firft M arriage, and celebrate the Ceremony w ith
(a) a Feftival and L aw fnl D ow ry, and that tfie 
Angels ftiould fupply the W ant, and perform the  
Office o f {b )  Parents, Relations, and WitnelTes.

Thus thofe our F irft Parents were efponfed, enjoy
ing all rhSft H appinefs and Glory the Lord had beeti 

^bountifully pleated to allovf them ; their Wills and De- 
fires being mufufilly conformable to each other’s, nei’ef 
in the leaft difagreeing •, but continually praifing and 
glorifying their M aker, who had blelTed them in giv
ing them  fuch fpacious and ravifhnig Abodes.

"Twill be here reafonable 1 fhould declare what is 
written^ concerning th a t pernicious Accident vvhich 
was the'^Jnrce of lb m any Anxieties, fo m any V exa
t io n s ^ ^  m any Calamities,- fo mSfly Pains and T o r
ments, fuch deftrudtive Uifcords, W ars, and Defola-

Maliometifm* Byplain'd*  ̂31

(a) Arat y  Cidjque  ̂ ra ther A rt y SiJaak. The Wortls are 
Arabick. is any F eaft; but more-efptcially a Marriage Fcaft. 

,  Stda ii is the Sum in Money or other Things the Husband is to  give 
foi his V/ife, according to  Agreement.

(,b) Algualij as we proaounce, it is Al W a d i ; for the'Spatiifh gu^ 
is equivalent to  our w. The W ord itpports tlie Bride’s nearcft Re
lations, and particularly him or thofe who give her in M arriage. 
M rt-eo f this in another I'Jace. I  ought not to omit a Notion o f

> the Mihomettns concerning the Creation, tho’ a little improper here 2 
T is  a Saying o f no lefs a Pcrfon than or J u ft .

This Man was nearly related to  Akmbecre, the immediate SuccefTof 
o f Mahomet the  falfe Prophet, and is o f fuch Repute among ihcm^ 
th a t it is held as an Authcntick Tradition, that he was wont to  fay, 
Ail> me ^eftions often, wbilft 1 am amovg, ior mne will cime^fier 
me, that tan in flru \ you like me. Of this Gi.ifjr it is recorded by a 
noted W riter named Rabi el Abrar, that being^ask’d, W hether there 
was no Adam  in this Worlfl before him that Mofes fpeaks o f?  Hean- 
fwer’d, That there had been Three, and there would be Seventeen 
iTiore in as many great Revolutions o f  Yeat^. And being ask’d, Whe
ther God would create other Men after the End of this W orld ? his 
Anfwer was; Wokld jo ii h iv i God's Kingdom remain empty,-and his 
Petver idle f  God i t  t  Creator tbroui/kout his whole Eternity. T h is  
Gw/rtr bore the C harafter of having never told a Lye in his Life, 
and fo his Sirname Sadil: feems to  imply, fignifying, One to be de
fended upm. But this I leave to  the C ntickj to decide. '

D  tions,



. tions, Variances, Burnings, and DeVaftations, En
mities, Aflaults, and A l^ ttio n s  ; in fine, Deftrudti- 
on and D eath, and, what is infinitely worfe, E ternal 
Condem nation and M ifery.

I  have alroadjT- mentioned the Tree in that fragrant 
Garden, as likewife the ftrift Injundtion th a t was laid 
upon tha t jiift Couplt, and*the Regard’and Reverence^ 
they  were tnjoyned tohav^e towards the'fan^e : Now, as 
the accurfed Lucifer was continually contriving with the 
utmoft Malice, E nvy and Rage, &ow to bring about and 
eiecute his Revenge upon Man., againft whoirr he had 

. conceived fo irreconcilable a H atred, and for whofeSake 
alone he faw him ftlf caft out from fo mucliGlor.y, w ith
out any  Hopes o f  ever recovering what he hlar’loft, or 
being re-eftabli{lied*in his’ priftyie H appy Sta^t f  H e 
envioufly, and im patiently beheld in what a difiin- 
guifhing Manner God had enthroned n , and had 
given him the PofTeilion o f  the Station which was 
once his -, where his Condition had been fo different 
from  what he at prefent enjoy’d ;  and the better to  
accomplifti his evil Defigns, he imagined, that if  by * 
an y  Means, he could canfe him  to  defcend to the 
E arth ly  W orld, he fhould have him  more ready a t 
hand, and by his Falfehood and T reachery , advance 
■himfelf, and by tem pting and feducing M ankind to 
Sin, caufe their Condemnation to Hell. a

Although this vile and curfed Angel ufed all pof- C 
fible Endeavours to get Accefs to Adam, yet he found 
i t  im pradicable, and altogether out o f his Power to  
come at him ; fo a ll his Projects and Snares had hi
therto proved fruitlefs, and fcf no

This Inventor o f  all Evil j^jd W ickednefs, full 
fraught w ith Mifchief, wandering, about in this M an
ner, cogitating apd revolving Thoufands o f  Fancies 

. and Chim eras, by Chance happened to  pafs by the 
refplendent Gate o f Paradife, where, feeing the G uar
dian Angel, or, as we m ay fay, the Porter, he be
gan thus to fpeak unto h im ; “  I  m uft o f neceflityy 
“  lipon a certain Bufinefs o f great Im portance, 

fpeak with thofe Tw o Servants of th y  L ord,
whora
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"  whom thou haft undej thy  Charge • ’tis to  'dif- 
“  abufe them, and to give them an Infight into fome 
“  Affairs which nearly  concern them , and o f which 
“  they are whMly ignorant.

AccoriJing as we are  informed by our Teachers, 
the Porter refurn td  hi<n a flat D tn ial : AVhcre-

' fore, wlj^n .this m alignant Enem y perceived his 
little  Succt;fs in tliis A ttem pt, *he intreated him

■ to rail the Serpent, \vhich was tlien a Creature ot a 
inoft i)tautitiil Form  and Shafic. She came, and 
he defired, th a t fhe would oblige him fo far, as to 
receive him w ithin her : H e artfu lly  and fi^btly re- 
itt'rat^'vl.'his Perfuafions, and finally deceived her. 
T h frjse tter to  d if |u ife  artd gw e a more plaufible 
Glofs to his Diflimulation and H ypocn fy , he bid 
her conceal him in her mofl fecret Part. W ith 
thefe Wiles, this T ra y to r  fraudulently impofed 
upon her U'eaknefs ; fhe hid him under her Pa
late, in the Roof o f her M outh, and in this m anner 
conveyed him into Paradife •, and approaching near 
the forbidden Tree, the bafe Serpent would fain 
have difengag’d herfelf frbui him, ufing m any fruit- 
Jefs Endeavours to cafl: him out of her M outh ; But 
in  vain •, he had got PofTefTion, and would not relirj- 
quilh, but clove Taft to her Tongue •, and fo invol- 

I ved in her, forced her to afcend the Referved  
Tree. •

The Reader muft obferve, T h a t thefe Juft, and 
’till then Innocent, Perfons, were frequently accuf- 
tomed to meet, and fit- under that T ree, to be the 
more careful and a^iduous in g^iardiug the fam e; 
and this Confideration brought Eve th ither, alone, 
a t that tim e; When looking up towards the Tree, 
Ihe beheld the pernicious and treacherous Serpent, 
th a t Enem y o f M a n k in d , who began to  accoft ’ 
her in thefe W 'ords; “ O  moft fair and beautiful 
“  E v e ! Shouldft thou but once tafte o f  this Fruif,
“  the Glory which thou now enjoyeft, thou wouldeft 
“  pofTefs to  E tertiity ! Thou ih a lt be equal to

D  a • •  -  God
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:̂ 6 MaliometiiiTi ExpIa'm'J.
\  “  God himfelf in  _Wifdons and Know*Iedge ! AH 

“  Secrets and^M /fteries, "of which thou a r t  now 
ignorant, will be manifefted unto thee ! ” In  the 

Interim , whilft thefe Words were Ppeaking, came 
A d m  ■, tQ  whom Eve im parted what was in Agita
tion : But he, with a ftern forbidding Afpe’d*, reprov
ed her, bidding Dcfiance*to any fuch Tem ptati* >'■ 
on, or Intent. She perfifted in im portuning him . 
The Blaiidifhments of Eve wexe fo m any, and fo 
p.erfualive, that no Jonger had he the Power to^refufe 
complying with her  ̂ but at her Inftigations, renounced 
the F ta h y  and Homage he had offered to God.
■ C onterning this T ree, there are many ^i.ffererit 
and incoherent Opinions, o f w hat Sort of T j^ it i t  
was, and what the F ru it -it bore : But w ith  » 
fufRciently convincing Reafons, the M ajority agree, 
T h a t it was a Vine, and that the Fruit^lt produced, 
was Grapes ; they confidering the peculiar Effedt 
this F ru it has upon M en, which with its Juice, 
caufes them  to lofe their, ^enfes and U nderftand- 
ing, depriving them  of the U fe of their natu ral 
Faculties, and ingendering in themDifobedience, Btu- 
.ta lity , and m any other Enormitietf.

Eve firetched out her H and ! *' O unfortunate 
’ “  and dreadful Circumftance ! How m any Miferi^s

“  didft thou caufe to the W orld, a t that one In- 
“  ftant ! O  Eve ! how m any Millions o f Souls didft 

‘‘‘ thou, w 'tliout K.eafon, hereby condemn and deftroy! 
“  How m any Lives haft thou fliortned and dimi* 
“  nifhed ! How m any Difobediences haft thou cwn- 

m itted for thy  Pleafure, and to  humour thy  Ap- 
“  petite and C urisfity ! And wwii only reaching out 

thy  H and, how m any T hroats haft thou parched 
“  and dryed up ? . D idft thou w ant in  that G arden 
“  Thoufands o f Thoufands of fructiferous and fhady 
“  Trees, loaden w ith fo m any different Kinds and 
“  Species of delicious and Jugarei F ruits, befides this 
“  which thon now fo rapacioufly gathereft, where- 
"  w ith to  fatisfy thy  ravenous ai;d infatiable Appe-

“  tite >



”  th e  ? Surely now w k h  Anguifli thou tafteft* the 
“  Bitternefs of the Savour, which accompanies thy  
“  L ap fa tion ! I t  m ight have been fufficient to 
“  content thee, to have confidered, that a tew Hours 
“  before, thou waft a Veffel o f Mud^ the viUft of all 
“  M etals, and tha t the JLord had exalted thee to the 
“  Ccrlefti^'l Choirs, furpalHng in  Excellency the 
“  whole Creation, the Creatures'whereof, He had 
“  even caufed to wdrfhip and adore {a) tliee, and had 
“  p l^ e d  tliee in a Station above ̂ 11 E arth ly  Thrones, in  . 
“  fuch Freedom, Im m unity , and L iberty, tha t thou 
“  mighteff poffefs, enjoy, and uncontroulecjly coni- 
“  niand* whatfoever thou couldfl wi(h for ! But in 

V ^ r n  for all thefe tranfcencl«it Mercies, thy  pre- 
“  lumptuous Prevarication, and thy audacious ka\~.

bition erfended to equalize th y  felf in this jnan- 
*' ner to ffim  who gave thee th y  very Being ! ”

In fine, as the Teachcrs affirm, Ihe took o f  the  
forbidden F ru it, Tw elve Grains, or Berries, Eight 
of which, (he gave to* her Hufband, reta in ing  Four 
for herfelf, the which (he fwallowed without Delay. 
From  hence it regiains for ever f'ftablifhed, T h a t in 
all Cafes o f Inheritances, the Male claims as his 
R ight, a double Portion to w hat the Female can de
mand : As, likewife, th a t the Woman (in cafe (he 
has no Children) fhould inherit one fourth P a rt o f  
her Hufband’s ’ Subfiance, on the Confideration c€ 
thofe Four Grains, (or Berries) which fhe \_Eve] 
would keep to her lelf. In  fine. Eve, as I have faid, 
fwallowed them , and -Adam^ w ith  the fame Intent, 
pu t thofe fhe had ^iven him, i^to  his M outh ; but 
as he was abouf to  proceed, as his Wife had fet 
him  the E xam ^e, he hsard a moft terrible and  
aftonifhing Voice ; and being clefirous of difgorg- 
ing that which he repented his having touch’d, he 
applied his H and  to  his T h roa t, but by na means

_ (<j; Wo’fli’-p and adore, here in the, Arabick^ Scnfe, has hq other 
Signification than in M a t .  jj. vcr. z .
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was aWe either to get i t  ont, neither could he fwal- 
low’ it i fo much was he ^ p if ie d  with th a t dreadful 
ecchoing Voice, tha t it would not pafs, but remained 
fixed ih the Middle of his T hroat, «without going 
either backwards or forwards. T he Voice faid, “  O  

Woe unto thee ! How foon haft thou forgot the only 
“  Commandment thou hadft obliged thyCelf to 0 ^  
“  ferve ! How haft tliou violated the l^urrty  o f  m y  
*' unfpotted Abode, with th y  voracious G lu tto n y ! 
“  M y Habitation, wjierein difobedient V afla l'never 
“  f tt his Foot unchaftifed! ” Adam, difturbed, and 
w holly confufed, began to excufe himfelf, lay ing  
tlie Blame upon E w , and fhe, in  her V indication, 
accufed the vile Serpent  ̂ yet all was not fu f^ ic n t 
to  free them , or m ake them  appear innocent.

“ O  how did they debafe and coniojind them- 
felves ! and what a Load did they  lay  'tipon them- 

** felves, w ithout being able to difcharge i t ! How 
“  blind is that C rim inal, who forgets, and negleds 
“  th a t which is o f the greateft Importance to h im ! 
“  O  guilty  Sinners ! how near w ithin your Reach 
“  is your own Freedom and eternal F e l ic ity ! I t  
“  in tire ly  confifts in  your own Power to  be H ap p y : 
“  W ith  the fame F acility  you m ay obtain the 
“  Much, as the Little^ a large Portion o f Blifs, as' 
“  a fmall one ; nay, although you fhould defire an 
“  Infin ity  of Glory, ’tis as eafily acquired, as the 

fmalleft Atom. Seek not Pretences and Evafi- 
“  ons, nor accufe others with the Crimes you have 
“  com m itted, as did thofe wretched Offenders, our 
“  firft Parents Return to your Creator, to  whom 
“  all your Sins are 'known ; to ^ m ,  from whom 
“  no Secrets are hid ; fupplicate H im , th a t you 
“  m ay be exemptid from  His Indignation and 

Punifhm ent. Im plore His Pardon',> for thofe Of- 
“  fences, which ’tis not in your Power to conceal 
“  from him : Eipofe to Him  your Wounds ; mani- 
“  feft your Sores, before' they heal fiiperficially 

left the inward Corruption caufe a M ortification; 
"  ■ “  A ft
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Afk of H im , for he is gracious and merciful, and 
I “  never refules to hearken*to H is Supplicants : He 
I “  is all Goodnefs  ̂ {a) All Pardon •, endeavour to  
I “  learn no Language but this. ” [T o  return from 
I this Digreflion ]
I The Voice o^ God thundered, commanding H is An- 
'g e ls  that t l^ 7  fliould im m ediately, w ithout D elay, 

drive them  out of Paradife, and its Territories j and 
tha t the)'' fhould defpoil them of the Robes, w ith 
which their Nakednefs was covered, and deprive them  
o f  the Crowns they had upon their Heads : T hey  
with Tears and Lam entations, im]>lored God’s Com- 

i paflion,j amd th a t he would not banilh them from the 
advantegious and delightful Seat J je  had been fo gra- < 
cioufly pleafed to  jfut into their PolTefl'ion : B u t'
w ithout grat^Jbg their Requeft, God faid, “  Be gone 
“  Go out, ye difloyal W retches! Ye fhall no longer 
“  abide in this Place, fince you knew not how to de*
“  ferve fo confummate a Happinefs. ”  Then Adam^

. laying faft hold of, and* embracing the Boughs and  
Branches of fome of thofe precious Trees, faid ; “  Have 
“  M ercy, Lord ! on this th y  miferable S ervan t! fince 
“  -thou, O K in g  ! tliy-felf,, d idft offer and promife me, 
“ ^That from my Loins, and from m y Lineage, ftiould 
“ ’proceed a Son, for whofe Sake, and through whofe

i “  Means, the whole W orld fhould be reftored and pre- 
“  ferved, and fhould have become as i f  it had been e re - ,

“  ated a Second T im e ; For the H onour, (b) V ertue,
“  and Excellency o f whom, L im plore th y  Protedtion 
“  and Compaflion. '”  God faid, Caft him o u t j  But he 
returning to  his Intreaties and Supplications, faid \
“  Take P ity  on i f  ̂  L o rd ! For thou it was who

I Maliometifm Explain d. 39.*^

C«) J{ihma implies Mercy. The W ord is Arabick, and in very 
many P arts o f th e  Original MS. is ufed in th a t Scnfe. .

0) The W ord in  the Original is AlftdiJa ; rather ElF adiU h. Its 
Signification i'< Vertue or Eiceliency. See D' Herklot in Ftdhael, 
w hith  is th c 'T lu ra l ot FaibiUh.
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*■ gaveft me‘ the \(a) joyful T3J'dings, th a t from m y 
“  Loins flionl^*^e born a Sjw, who ftiould be fo upright 
“  a Walker, that in the W orld he ftiould be the Father 
‘5̂ of inanj' G enerations: Lord ! for the Love of him, 
“  and for the fake of the Honourable Tribes o f his 

Poflerity, coinmiferate oar Conditifln, and do not 
“  abandon us. ’ God replied-, h e t thtm  he gene from  ' 
hence ! Bur AJam ftill perfifling in his Prayers and 
Importunities, faid i “  Gracious Lord ! Thou didft 

offer me, and haft commanded, tha t from me 
fiiould defcend a Son fo Im portant, that he fhould 
be adm itted to  converfe {h) Hand to Hand with th y  
Divine EJfence. O Lord, of th y  fo bountiful(Mercy,

* “  take P ity  on me^j ” God, whofe Word h a ^  never
been oppofed, or contradi(aed,^confir9:^ed what H e 
before fj^oke again  ̂ faying ; I  comman^_ they go out^ 
and make me no more Reply : But Adam inceffantly ap
pealing, and mingling amongfl: the Angels, once 
more faid  ̂ “ Thou didft promife me. Lord, 2 Son o f 

m y  Genealog)^; thou w ilfn o t now abandon me! ” 
A t laft, the Voice, more terrib le and rigorous than 
fver, rcpl-yed  ̂ O ft them o u t ! Cqji them o u t ! The 
Angels tien  prefTed him to depart, withour farther 
Delay, and to be no longer difobedient to  God, who 
would adm it of no Excule.

V'" %

(a )  A p u d a d m ', J -m n r que tu  w? a lh ric ia ftf, &c. Albriciof is a
W ortl the Sp.tniards have cornipcly adapted to  imply the Reward 
for Good N ew s from E l Biflijira, which ip Arabicli is Good News, 
or Tydinf;!. One of the Sirnamcs oi' A J tm  is A M  Ba(})dr, tha t 
is, the Father of tooi tifVKs, as if he b;e,ujht the Earth T jding? 
c f  its being inhabited. ^  ~

(b) Their Exfofirors'all a<rirni, T hat when Atah met made a  
Vifit to  God in Heaven (.of whi' h m ere"hereafter) God tooic 
him by the Kand, and laid his Hand on the Prophet's Shoulder, 
which ( j t  his Retorn, wUen he rehear'td  that undiapen Lye to  Ills 
D ifrip lti) he fsid was fo exceffive cold, that it pierced the very 
Warrow in his Bark. ■ D iis is fpcken of by D r. PrideaK x  ia

■̂6,
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Adm ^  before his going out, beholding thq 

fragrant F ru its , of thole delicious, tender T rees, 
wept b itterly  ;* T he Refledtions he made on the 
glorious Bleffings he had fo indifcreetly deprived 
him felf of, left him no •Room  for Confolation ; 

'A gain  he began his lam entable Complaints, in  this 
M anner, “  O  compaffionate M onarch ! Thou,
“  who didft rejoice 'm e w ith  the good News of
“  m y  b ting the Father to  a Son, Juft and good, who 
”  ftiall h ighly excel all th a t fliall be born, or brought 
“  forth, either among Hum ane Race, oi; any other 

i  CreatjU?es whatfoever •, upon whofe Account, thou 
“  diBft*create th a t Light w hich* thou haft recom- 

, mended to^m e •, f  implore thee, for the Love o f 
I bim^ and % : the Sake o f his fo refplendent Light^

“  th a t thou accomplifti to me th y  faid Promife :
“  This is a t leaft, w hat thou canft never fail to

perform. •

*■ O! how ferioufly ought M en to confider, and refle(5fc 
I upon thefe Things, gnd am idft the M isfortunes and Af-.
I fliftions incident to the Inconftancy of W orldly Affairs,
' bt; fervent, firm, and perfevering in their Prayers and

ii Supplications to  God. None fhould be diffident, nor ■ 
defpair o f  Pardon, but center their whole T ru ft and 
Confidence in  God’s Mercy, and indefatigably in treat, > 
beg, and implore H im , who is never weary of hearing 
Requefts o f this N ature efpecially when fuch M eans 
are pitched upon, as tliofe which this ju ft Couple 
made ufe o f in  their yitfrceflion. f o r  no fooner had 
Adam (the laft tim ej mentioned the Name of the Pro
phet, but the A lm ^h ty  faid aloud j “  Unhand him j

a:
y

‘‘ N am e of an htercejfcr, for whofe Sake m y  M ercy

M ahom etifm  E x p la in  d , 41*

'*■ L et him  alone; L e t him  go out as he will himfelf, 
*' and at his own Leifure; for they have afked in  the

can deny them nothing. ” So commanding the 
Angels to be ^ in d  and ailifting unto them , and to 
tgke t|iem under their Proteaion, they [the Angels] 

. o k y ed ,
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obeyed, and carefully  corfveyed them  down to  this 
W o rld ; but feparately, and to  (a) far d iftant Places.

Who can eiprefs, or conceive the feeling Con-
“  earn, the  A nxiety, the Anguilh 6f M ind, w ith ,
“  which thefe u n h a p j^  Ju ll Perfons were over-
“  whelmed and opprelfed,,when they  ̂ faw they  muft
*' be parted one from the other i* '^heir Eyes fhed '’,, 
“  Tears of Blood, to  find themfelves alone, in  hor- 

rib ly  dark and difmal O bfcurity 5 treading upon 
“  Thorns and Brambles, ftum bling a t eve^y^Step 
“  they m ade; w ith no kind of Covering to hide their 
“  Nakednefsj lubjeft to the Frofls and Colds of the 
“  tempeftuous W eather; their amiable, comely and 
“  graceful Countei\j;jces, m iferably .ehopt ancLabufed 
“  by the inclement W inds; we!6ping " J^ rs  of Blood

:-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(a )  I t is the general Opinion and Tradition among ali Mahometans, 
th a t Adam  wes conveyed to  the Mountain Seratidib, in rhe Illand o f  
Ceilm-, which to  this Day, is by the Fortuguefe! callcd, }’ico i e  
A in m ,  or A ia m \  Mount. I find thii PalTage in D, Manuti ie  Faria , 
y Soufa, a Celebrated Spxniflj W riter , where he deicribes the Ifland 
of Ceilon-, “  In the County of D enjrjca , which is in the Center of 
“  this Ifland; rifes th a t vaft Mountain called Fico de Adam, becaufe 

Pome believed our birft Father Jived there, and the Priat o f a  
“  Foot ftill there to  be feen upon a Stone on the Top of it, is h is : 

The Natives call it, A m th  S a n ifid i, i .e .  T he  Mountain o f  the 
“  Footftep, Sonne Springs coming down it, a t the bottom , form a 
“  Rivulet, where Pilgiims wafli, and believe-it purifies them . The

• “  Stone on the Top is like a Tomb-ftone', the Print o f the 
“  Foot feems not Artificial, biu as if i t  had been made in the fame 
“  N atu re , as when one treads in Clay, wlych makes it be looked'
“  upon as M iraculous.” By the Arabs rhij|M ountain is called 
houn. The Place w hrre E ve  fell, they affirm to be a t  Gidda, a Port 
o f  the Red-Sea, not far fiom Mec a, which PUcc, tlicy fay, was built 
in remembrance o f her, and from her caF;ejj Gidda, which in Anbick  
is Grandmother. They lay, fhe was buried there, and (hew a Se
pulchre of a large exteni, which they affirm to  be hers. D’ / i c r h h t  
recites many Fables of them , out o f A rM a n  Traditions, under the 
Names AtUm and U m ih ,  and feveral others. The Cocleftial Robes 
o f  Purity, Piety, and Innocence, with which our Firft Parents were 
cjad in Parjdife, continued on them but half a D ay, wherein the 
Aiihomstii’is agree with the t^abbies; but the former fay, That a Day o f  
Paradiie, is equal to  a Thoufan.l'of our Years, to tllat it feems, they 
w crcthere about Five hundred Years.
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*' and A nguifli; tram pling  *on, and wounding thcm- 
“  felves with Briars on every Side: Lonefome and 
“  Solitary, no Com pany but Serpents, and other 
“  fuch like Brut^ Creatures. O  M o rta ls ! Let us not 
“  bury this in Oblivion ! L et us continually remember 
“  this Draught e f  Bitternefi*! J^et us confider, that in 

the moft JjiocVing o f our Affliftions, be our Con- 
“  dition ever fo defperate, or our Troubles ever fo 
“  numerous j ye t it is impoflible they ftiould a rrive  
“  to  tbe J-Iundredth part of th a t 'R^hich our firft Pa- 
“  rents underw ent, without the leaft luterm illion,

* “ until God was pleafed, in fome mcafure, to m itigate 
“  his W rath. Banifhment, Solitude, Affront, and 
“  Nakediiefs without compare Ksars, Trem blings,
“  Terrors, H sa ts , Cofds, Thirfts, H unger, Sorrows,
“ Pain and "Vi^arinefs, innumerable and infupport- 
“  able b itte r 'S life rie s : A long and tedious N ight,
“  difm ally dark  and frightful, without the leaft Ap- 
“  pearance of Light. L et us ferioufly and judicioufl/
V confider, how intolerable all thefe Calamities m uft 
“  leem to thofe who were created in Paradife, and 

accuftomed to enjoy the inexpreflible Delights there- 
“ o l ! ”

Now when God faw fit to  pu t an End to that N ight, 
,a n d ‘that Aurora (hould (hew her beautiful Face-, He 

perform’d thofe two Inclinations and Pro- 
* ra tio n s ; which we, the Mujfulmans^ perform before 

; ^ e  M orning; the which we call (a) the Trumpets o f  
' the Dawn: This he djd very ftcretly , and with a low 

Voice, becaufe the Lij^ht was, as yet, but im perfeft, 
and his Fears exceeding great. But ^s the D ay-light

» ___  -A_____________________________________________ _

( i )  Hizo aqifellos dos //r(Kv»,quc los M u 7̂ iim ei,hizen  antes dcax«hbi 
y las Uaman annefilas dc Affaebri, &c. ^ccah is ti e Proftration, 
Subbah is the Morning, and E l Fejer, is the Dawn of the Day i This 
ferves to give a Tafte o f the particular Care they take, to  derive all 

, their Rices and C erto o n ies  from the remoteft Antiquity. Their 
; lAuedim  or Cryers, from the Turrets of the Mofques, before Break 
I  o f  Day (befides the W ords they fay at other times) rejxrat Twice,
I  kjKir minMnoum, i. c. Prayers arc b e tte r  than Sleep.

• • b?gan
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jbtegan d e a r ly  to appear* the Sorrowful and Afflifled 
Adam was fomewhat more determined, and began to  
take Courage, and to be of good Cheer: H e then w ith 
an  audible ecchoing Voice, pronounced Allah (a) hit 
acbari that is, God is great I and jjerformed the Tw o 
M orning Prayers wi^h /h e  proper •Inclinations and 
Proftrations, whereby he manifeftly confirmed tlfe 
Excellency o f his Faith . From  hence it is that our 
^alaat el Sabbah, or our M orning Devotions, had ' 
their firfl: O riginal Appellation.

When Adam had recovered him felf from his pad: Con-  ̂
jftemation and Agony, and the bright refplendent Ph^bus* 
fcad now gilded the Earth, the Hills, and the  Valleys, 
w ith  his g lit te r iw  Rays^ the Ligh|--of the Sula afforded 
fome Comfort and Confolation to th ^ lm o f t  defpair- 
ing Patriarch. But as he beheld itb ftiort Continu
ance, he was again feized w ith melanctloly Reflexions, 
and opprefTed with a Thoufand torm enting Thoughts; 
not without Caufe, apprehending tha t he had little 
P rofped of being ever delivered from thofe Perplexities 
and AfUidions.

In  this comfortlefs Condition,^ and without taftin^ 
the leafi Suflcnance, hecontinueci T h irty  D ays; f'roni 
whence our Annual Faft of the Honourable Ramadam 
2iad its Beginning. _ " ,

A t the Expiration of that time, the Faithful Gabriel ■ 
defcended, and coming to the afflifted Adam, began 
to  footh and carefs him, with his Seraphick Hands[

I
44 Maliometifm Explain d.

(a )  Tr may be proper, and, perhaps,' acceptable to  trany, to  fet 
ftown here, the Words the M nedim  when they call the People 
ro Prayer. I therefore, geruinely give <;m f'erb><iim, w ith the exaft 
titeml Tranflarion; AHah.hu a c i j r , 'T w i c e E(t:eddoti inna la 
iUth ilTall-h, Twicer ElJieddou h m  M e h h in fd  R 'ff iu l  Allah, Twice j  
H a t a l iS d la h ,  T.sice-, V.*i a l i ' l  f i lh n ,  T w icc; [H ere, if in Morning 
before Day, as in the preceding N ote] AHah'- hnacbar, T w ice; L i  
ila  ilTaUah. That is, God it Great : B a r  rviitiefs, that ttere U no Go</, 
hut God  ̂ B ftr  jBiinefs, Mahomet i< God’i McJloiger-, To Prayer', 
T» Sittcefi \ [meaning, that by fcrving God tifey will fucceed and 
pro fperj d id  m Qi eai j TbeK it no God, but Gad.
r • : ‘ . ftroaking.
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ftroalcing his Body, and with his Finger piercing ihole 
Parts, and m aking the {a*) Hole Irom whence th t  
filthy  Dregs and Eicreiiients o f tha t bitter M ou tlfjJ  
o f  Gall and Aloes came out, the which, all this while 
for want of an Orifice, or proper Place of Evacua
tion , had nbt dijlilled or pafled tlirough h im ; 3 ut as

Glorious Angel had been always accuftomed to  
delicious Scents,* and the fragrant Perfumes o f Hea
ven, the naufeous arid abominable Smell o f  thole 
corrupted Dregs, almoftcaufed hinj to fwoon. Adair 
aftonilhed, aflct-'d him, W hat he ailed > To wliich De-

• m and the Angel anfwered; This Fainting and Altera
tion which thoji beholdeft in  me, proceeds from thy DiP’ 
ob'^di^ncd j for'thOj^avour of th y  Excrement is moft of- 
fenflve and od jpus in mjt Nofttils. upon hearing

'th is , conceive^  fo much Sorrow and Concern, th a t 
the Holy Angjili was obliged to ufe m any footliing Ar
guments and compaffionate Speeches, to appeafe and 
comfort him. The Difcourfe which a tth a t  timepafTed 
between the Angel and him^ was fo unconceiveably fub- 
lim e, that it  is beyond H um an Underftanding to  
guefs, even in  Dreams, a t the Purport thereof.

A t laft,. by the peffuafive and irreliftablc Eloquence 
o f  the Charitable Gabr 'teJf his Grief was in fome Mea-

•  (a) Whatever the Opinion of their Teachers is in th 's I'oinr, 1 fliall
<iot go about to  decide; but o f  a certainty I itnow, that the Vulgar 

p o tio n  is, that AJam was firft bv the D e v i l ,  and ( i f  1 can w i t h -

offendirg Decency exprcfs i t )  the Reafbn, by w lii.h  I malte th is 
^ f f e r t io n ,  js this: A3 tew are ignorant, how much the horrid Sio 

o f Sodomy is praftifed, nay, even tolerated amongit them , though 
cxprefly forbidden and exclaimtd againft in the Alcoran, fo it is a 
very ufual Pranic for them , when any one Hoops down, or A<inds 
with liis back tp^’ards th« r*  to apply the ir’middlc Finger to  his 
Pofterio rs; which if the Piirty fo ferved, refenrs, their common An- 
iw er in Return is th u s ; K J^ja l-t S h u n  ? Mutikiddurjh! anna deer Seb- 
bai finn el S h d u n  has(},a, a jfa w ?  which is ;  Brother, u  it any harm ?  
M jf  nn  I  put m f f  inj^erf^bere the Devil thruft hU ? This is W ord 
for W ord from thie A r S k k ,^  The Turl^s on the like Occafion, fay to  
the fame Effedl, with little  Difference; Darrilma Jinnum^ Shaitin - 
Hngbsrmoc ourodi g ir ie ,  bennum ke nc-girm'f$ y a  ? i .e .  Be net tn g rf^  
m ) L ife , The O e v '^ t  F ingerw eni in there, r»hy ma't not m ine enter t o o /  
This 1 deliver not as aa Article q: their Faith.

.  furc
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fure aflvvaged, who in the next place taught him to |  
T ill the Ground, and hovvbyArr,Labour, and Iiiduftry, 
to  obtain for himfelf a Suftenance, inftead of the State 
o f G lory and Happinefs he had loft for being Incon- 
ftant.

To render him fit for tjie Service o f hi^ Creator, hs 
was commanded to purify him felf from hjs Pollutiop*, 
by  wafhing all thofe Parts and Members o f his Body, 
which had been any-w ay Inftfum ental or Acceflary , 
w ith him, in his Crime and P e rp e tra tio n ; pirfi:, H is 
Hands and Arms to the Elbows, as being the princi
pal A 6tors; Next, H is Head, Face, & c. as being * 
the Center wherein are contained and ir.‘cluded all the 
Corporal Senfes,^which were Accpail^ices 4pd»Abet- 
tors w ith him  m his Iniquity an^TranfgrefT ioni 
Laftly , His Feet, which were the Sufwiners and U p- ' 
holders o f  thofe his Rebellious Members. From  this 
"Wafhing took its Rife our (a) Wadoh, now in ufe, v 
and daily  pra£tifed by us Mujfulmans.

In this manner the goo^ Adam remained in fom? 
tneafure fatisfied and comforted, laborioufly delving 
the hard  and flubborn Earth, fwallowing Sweat 
m ingled’with Blood, continually'undergoing and per
form ing a moft fevere Penance, with incredible Au* 
fterity , to  try  if by any Means he m ight poflibly re-^ 
gain his L ord’s Favour, tha t he m ight he reconciled 
to  him. ■

I t  is w ritten. T hat for F o rty  Years together, w ith] 
out the leaft Refpite or In terruption , he underwent 
the moft rigid and moft .prevailing Penance im agi
nable, even beyond Exprelfio^  ̂ iiifomuch, tha t 
through the e ifrao rd inary  G i^ tn e fs  o f his Peni
tence i and the Fervency of his Zeal and Contrition,
_______________ : ______________

( t )  My A uthor has it  E l alguido, which, I  have already hinted to  
be the spaniel manner of writing and pronouncing fucH Words. The 
Ceremonial Ablutions, the Afahometins ule before they pray , they 
caH Wddou or El roathau. A more particular Dcfcription, (hall be in- 
fcited in the Chapter o f their ^ itcs,

‘ hisk-a
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his Blood, which was before whiter than M fik , was 
changed to  the c o n tra ry ‘ Exfream , becoming ex- 
ceffively Black: W hen a t laft the terrible Voice faid 
to  him ; Why didft thou Sin (  Whereupon his whole 
M aft ot Blood was altered, and reduced to  the Like- 
nefs o f  wb^^ a t this D ay  appears in his Progeny. 
This Corruption and A dulteration o f his Blood, was 
h ie  Source und ’ Foundation of all Infirm ities, from  
th e ’Froth and Dregs p f  which, ever fince have re
mained in our m ortal Bodies thq^e m alignant Drops 
which ihcite us to Difobedience, Pride, Ambition 
and  Avarice, and which rouze up in us W rath, H a
tred , Enmjt^j and Malice, w ith all the other Vicious 
Inclina t^ns  V l^kh O riginal Sin brought with it. 
Thefe F a t a l ^ r ^ s  jof polluted Blood, were taken 
from our Triilgnphant Prophet ( a )  by the moft H oly  
Angels, w he»his Breaft Was opened by  them for that 
In te n t ; for which Reafon he never had the leaft In 
clination to Sin.

AJam having now coniplcatly accomplifhed his 
'penitential Purgation, and the Angel having de* 
nounced to him, that tlie Lord was appeafed and 
fatisfied w ith what* he had perfurined and fiilfered, 
God now faw proper to rejoin him  ( )  with his Beloved 
W'ife Eve, that they m ight cherifli and comfort one

* another, as fome Amends for their paft Sorrows and

M aho m etilin  E x p l a m d .  4 7 ,.

C “J  This notorious Fahle is a t larpe in the z i i l  Chapter o f  this 
Book The Arabuk  W ord for V r i jn  .1 Sin  is, Hebat el Cilb, that 
is, the Grains of the Hcdft. This the .M^hjmetam  allow to have 
been derived to  us from' firft Parerts, and fay, That it is ti'c

. Ground of all Sin, and t l i i t  their Im poftor was Impeccable, becaufc 
thofe corrupted Drcps ^ r e  taken out o f hk. Heart, by the Angel 

I .  Gabriel. ^
!

( 0  T he  A ra b lc k 't iim e  is f fa n a h .  which they feem to  have bor
rowed from the Hebrews, who call her H^haaah, which, according 
to  p ’Hsrbelot, in t f e  Name Havnh, is the Name o f  a Root, and 
fignifies Life. In Arahic^. Life is h i ia t ,  as H ti  ijrplies A liv i.  
tvlore concerning her hereafter. ^
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Affli£Hons, and that thc% m ight begin to People the 
E a r th ;  fo they  m et together on the Top of the 
tow ring M ountain (a) Arafat^ near Mecca^ where 
weeping for J07, they  received each other with inex- 
preflible Love and Tenderneft.

-------------------- ^-----------------------p------------------------ U ------------------

(a') This W ord comes from A ra f or Arf, which in Arabic^ \s„ fo 
knotf. This Mountain, which is in A nb ta  Fetrxa, or the Stony, 
the Mahometans hold in th e  grcatcft •Veneration, and every Y ear, 
on the 9th Day of the M oon D ’ul Hagiat, or o f the Pilgimage, in
credible Numbers of Pilgrims meet there, to  perform their Cere
monial Devotions, before they approach the Temple at tAecca, near 
which Place this Mountain is. They believe, ibat on the Tof^ 
thereof, Adtm  and Eve firft m et, after a B a n ij^ e n P a n d  Separa»J 
tion o f 120, fome fay ,^ .o»  Years 5 all which they ’vnd«rwcnt 
a moft grievous Penance. According-4 o all th ^ r  Traditioos, it  
iscjiled  A raf tty  becaufe Aiam  there firft his w ife  E ve,.

•c.
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Mahometifm Explain 4^

. C H A P -  II.
EveV  rv fe tc l'^  S ta te  in  her Solitude, a fterp je  rras 

hanifh^K Paradife. A d a m ’j  Comelinefs^
Siatiire, H it  KefcmbLance to the Prophet
M aliom e);^  The^ are pardotPd^ The H e re d i
ta ry  L ig lf t  ( i )  recommended bj God to A d a m , 
€iff. S e th  borfJt H is Characier, & c.

T  is the ordinary and ufual Confequence, 
in all great Contufions, alarm ing Acci
dents, .and m ighty Revolntions, for us, 
on fuch Occafions, to negledt and torget 
that which is of the neareft Concern to  

,  us I  giving a Loofe to the Reins o f the im petuoufly 
furious, and irrefiftable Deftiny, by which Affairs 
ire hurried on to  the appointed C rifis : It has no t 
lappened otherwifcj nor is th a t received M axim

and

U ) I t  may not be unne6<fl'<iry or unacceptable in this Place, to  
give the curious Reader a t u f i e  of what od  ers Tay o f £v?. The moft 
ancient Eaflern People, and:aim oft the Generslity o f the JUahome- 
tM t,  hold. T hat the tirflCon (he brought forth wascallcd, Abd al 
H»retb, which literal)'/ fignifies, the Cretture, or Servant, of th* 
T/Zfer, o r Labourer-, becaufe Adam was the firft th a t T U td  the E arth , 
according to  the W ords in  GerKfii, God pu t Man into Paradife to  
fiO it. Y et the A r^bf, who abound in Fables, give another Ac
count o f the R eafonbf this N am e, which is thus to  be fp jnd related 
by r i t j  a a  anciect W riter. He fays, T h a ^ v f  fiading her-
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and Obferv'ation, contradicted in this prefent H iftory, 
as appears confpiciibufly obvious to our Sight, in that 
we have fo attentiviely employed our Thoughts on the 
Miferies and forlorni Condition of Aiam^ that we have 
been intirely forgei*ful o f what was become of our 
forrowful M other £ w , whg was the firft jCaufe, and 
principal Inventrefs of our C alam ity , and the Source 
and Seed ot the Perd ition  o f all Hum an Kiad.

I f  we ferioufly confider with, m ature Deliberation, 
we cannot reafonably fuppofe, or with any Probabi
lity  coniefture, her Grief and Affliftion to be lefs in 
any  wife, than his j as being a Woma^^ weak and 
helpltffs by N ature , alone in an u n k n o w i^ a c e , and in 
all refpeds Comfor;^,lefs j and thercfof«<^thef'i.expeed- 
ing thofe o f her H uftand. The Vehetiiency of her 
Anguifh was fo violently great,, that I  w ant Words 
to  exprefs it. She had a Flux o f BI006, of Red or 
Scarlet Hue, defcending from her moft fecret and 
occult Vell'els, dying therew ith the lovely Surface 
o f her fo beautiful Limbs, .accompanied by frequent

50 “ Maliotnetifm Explain d.

fcif with Chile?, as (lie bad begged o f  Gob, the Devil appeared to 
her in a Difgulfe, and asktd her, \M iether (he knew what ibrt of 
a Creature fhe had in ht-r W omb? And (be acknowledging herfclf 
to  be ignorant, he asked aaain, W hether' (he know which Way it ,, 
iTjiifl be brought forth , at her Month, Nofe, o r Ears, o r w hether 
h.er Belly muft be cut open? U.ve, in a Fright, went and told A ix m  . 
what hjd happened to  her, who was as much puzled, as (he I'odl' 
been before. W he eupoi the Devil app^red  to  him, and to ld ' 
him. That he was ac qua nted with tl.e^great Name o f God, by , 
Means uhe eot, he obtained whatever lie dcn.anded, and would 
nuke ufe of it to raul'e £ te  to bring forth w ith Eafe, and bear a 
Son like him, providetl he would iall lii:'Na'JC The
Devil’s Aim in havin;; this Name given him , was to  engage the Soti 
in his Service ; for thjs FtiUen /.rgel, now^ call’d Eblis by the Ar^^bt, 
had, they fay, in Heaven, f/arerb for o f his N am es; fo that 
he would have 4 dam \ (irfl born be called ffereth’i  Servant, and not 
A b J  AHah, God’s Servant, as Adam had defign’d. The D evil fuc- 
ceeded, they fay, in this Second Fraud, as well as he had done in 
the F irft, in I’aradife.— The M a h m n a n s , to  this D ay, honour a 
Cave on the Mountain Geradim, which they call Gar ffumab, five’s 
Cave, to  which M tbamct, as they believe, often retired to pray.

^   ̂ F its
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F'its and dangerous Fainfjrrgs : And w hat added
to . her Afliiction, and w hat Ihe imagined made hei* 
Condition the more deplorable, was. T hat as fhe vt̂ as 
created to be the Coinpaiiion artti^ iiegale of M an, fhe 
was now reduced to be fubjett tfc liim, and obliged 
to be a t hjs Command, a Puniihm ent tor lief' 

^^erfuading. aud inveigling him to eat ot the FruiC 
oS^that R e e v e d  T r e e : And thr,t her F ra ilty  and 
wanton C uriolity  flie, was pofTelkd with, when Ihfl 
incited ^him to Sin, ilie ffipayed* w i t h / W  her own 
Blood, which the M alignancy of her Difobedience, 
had ingende^d  within her^ and her Deliberation, 
I  niean, JieJ^fwallowing the U nhappy and F a ta l 

u ^ \ ; a y e d  w ith the grievous Tortures, 
and the Ih^ckhig ra+ns and Throws of Labour in Child* 
bed. W h a t-^ a s  a further Grievance to her, was, 
T h a t file ccifld by no means avoid, nor bei exempted 
from thofe pernicious and troublefome Purgations, 
th ey  coming unawares, and a t diforderly T im es, 

^difcompofing and in terrujuing, and invalidating ( a )
E 2 the

M ahom etifm  ^ x p la h id .  5^

(a) Women at thofe Times, are amon? the M.ihomi’tain  held aS 
unoJean and polluted, and therefore, their Faflmg is omittcdj as

•  being o f no V alid ity ; biit they, as well as the Men, are obliged to  
faft a t another Time, tlie fame Number o f Days they borrow, as 

.th e y  call it* trom R.amadum ; nor are they allowed, even to  borrow, 
l l ju t  on fuch Occafions, and dangerous Sicknef>, Child-bearing, 

^ T ra v e llin g , or t lx  like. Nothing can poffibly be more ftriftly  ob- 
ferved than this great Faft, which, notw ithttanding the excefTlve 
Rigour thereof, thofc poof^deluded People, at leaft the Majority, keep 
and ob'erve with a moft anaiingC onftancy, during the vvhole Thirty 
Days of its Continua-.ce^ « a y , very many of' the more fcrupulous 
and fuperftitioufly Religious, faft the Two preceding Moons,
Itryrp and Shatbin , but? that is not obligatory, but voluntufyj 
T hough moft W riters fty , they have Liberty to  feaft all NighC 
’till Sun-ri6ng, I m uft'c rave  their f’a rJo n s ; for iong before the 
fireak of Day, '.heyWalli thcrr Mouths, and take nothing a f te r’till 
Sun-fet. They are no t only to  abftaia from eating and drinking, 
bu t from Tobacco in any kind, and from fmelling to  any Scents, 
tiav, even from puttiiig  any Thing into their Mouths, whether 
eaublc or not i *ro kif» a W om aa would be a Breach o f  the Fait, 
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the Falls flie was ordaintd* to obferve in Obedience 
to  God’s G)mmands. A t length, the Lord was 
pleafed to perm it, fhat they [our firft Parents3 Ihould 
be rejoyned to g e^e /;'b e in g  pardoned and ablblved. 
from  their former Tranfgrellion and Difobe'dience, the 
Lord having taken CompalTwn on them ,coraniiferating 
them by reafon ot the great and heavy ̂ Penitence they^  
had undergone 5 and now, as an Ornam ent to  tlv ir 
Bodies, and a Covering for their Nakednefs, thej»'fiad 
Aprons; which fome lay , were made of Deer^ Skins, 
others o f Fig-leaves, or the Leaves of fome other 
Tree, contrived and fitted for them l;y the Angel, 
who was continually attending on theii^ «

After all this, .idam  remained ^weedinj5^l.coin€l3t 
and graceful, tho’ not with tha t etcieltiafKellplendency 
he poflefTed before his Fall, but extremely well propor
tioned, and o f  a moft gallant A fp e ft; his Stature 
was T h irty  Spans, his Countenance am iible and 
agreeable, and his Mien Noble and Majeftick. In  
fine, God had fo formed him, that there was a n e a r , 
Refemblance in  him  to Mahomet our Leader and 
Protedtor^, The fame M ighty  and Sovereign Lord,
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but to  meddle farther, an unpardonable Tranfgreflion. To drink • 
W ine, o r any other ftrong ini-oxic.iting Liquor, thouj;h by Niglit, 
would, in all the M ih m rta n  Dominion;, be piinifhcd with immev 
diate Death, and that naoft commonly, by pouring melted Lead' 
down their Throats- M thum tt firfl inflituted it in Im itation of our 
i e i t ,  and, as is thought, to  curry FaTour w ith the CbnftUns^ 
wliilfl his Impofture was yet in its Infancy ■, and; as many affirm, 
to  Tpite the ^wbo, at that T im e, had highly difobliged 
him , fo that he was ever after thei(»lii)placable Enemy. Their 
PafiUa, which they call E l Ayed ta l  ^anuM um , immediately follows 
i t ,  as Etfter does Lept. The Etymologj^ o f the W ord Rtmadbam, 
o r rather Rmadham, tsArabick, fignifyina according to D'Herbelot, 
a  confuming Heat. Ic is the 5th Moon or the A rM tn  Year, which 
being .Lunar, by confequcnce, this Fafl happens at all Seafons, and 
by the Name, feems to  have had its firft Inftitution in Summer, 
and by the ReToIutions, once in about Years returns; B a t this 
Suggeftion of mine, I leave to  the Learned to  folve. More of this 
C clcbw ted Faft M l  be infertcd in other Placej,

• r  ' ’ '  t o .



* M aliometifm ^f^xphhid. 5 ^
to  give Adam and Eve, Tome Confolation and 
Satistadion for their paft SafFerings, influenced on 
Adam a Branch o f Light in lii^ o ip h e a d , mofl: tranf- 
cendently bright and g lo rio u s ,^ n ic h  defcended from

- the Heavefis, where it  was fixed in tfiat m)^fterious Cry- 
fial^ which before has beer»taken Notice of; This was 

true and real Signal, which was fo confpicuous on 
Beatiife'd^Countenance, whereb}’’ he was diredled 

to  ™e W a7 of"^Eteriial Happinefs M d Salvation ; 
notw itbftanding, this Sign was ribt a l» e th e r  fo m a
teria l or conducive thereto, fince t h ^  was a ( a )

* greater BlelGflg referved in  Store for the Lord and 
f Owner of* t id t  Lights peculiar to  him felf alone, the  
►■'wtrtFti ljfe4^iherhe{i from none of hi* Progenitors.

^^Kough ITS’ had been a glorious Angel, o f 
thofe who afijpearefl: to the Throne o f the All power
ful Creator, found not fuch M ercy at the Hands of 

' his incenfed Lord -, for his Fall was to all E tern ity , 
and his Chaftifement infinite, w ithout Hope of Par- 

•doa or Rem ilfion; by which the H igh and Potent 
Monarch gives us fo underftand. T hat in Grace and 
Excellency, we eice^edthe very WorfliipppraJ>efore his
(b )  Supreme Throne (tha t is, when they rebel or are
---H----^ -—--- -•

* r I t)  I conclu'^c, he means in this Place, the Seal of the Impoftor’s 
MifTion, the ImprelTion whereof, they affirm, he had on hit Back 

Aetvveen h's Shoulders.
S (b ) The Niihtimetan Writers fay, God has Two Thrones: The 

called Arfch, is the Throne of God’s Majefty and Glory. Thi* 
is the Caelum Empyreitm. The fecond they call Corf!, which is prfl- 

, perly his Judgment Seat. ( T h e ' W o r d  for a Chair, Stoo|, 
or fuch like, is Curji.) The firft Mahomet Hiys, Goi flaced on the 
iVtters, and tb it in its P rfdm ion, he tntde Effort!, or toolc Pains, 
This the Expofitors_ of tbe Alcoran cannot eafily digeft, or recr:n» 
d ie  with God’s Oranipotf^cc. They fay, thi» Throne is fupjwrtcd 
by Sooo Columns, of a Subftance whofe Nature and Value is un
known, and the Alcent to it contains ^ooooo Steps; that between 

,each Step, there is a Diftancc of ijooooo Years Journey, and each 
Space full^of Angels drawn up in Squadrons. Many IFables and 
Incoherences of this Kind, their Traditions abound with, by much 
too long to be inferted here. D ’Herbeht in Arfib. See Dr. Pridetwt 
iaL,JH ahtm . p. '^ i ,  Reland, and others. ■»
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dil'ofipdienr) and inanifefts* to us, that he will (hew 
his bounty ail’d Vetidernels, a rd  diftribute his Bleliing 
to  ever y one of us, ^ h o  with a perfedt and contrite H eart 
pnkiguedly  in ip l t r ^ i i s  M a c y , as our firft Father 
d id , intr-ariijg  n^r Pardon-, iinplicitely'vconfiding, 
tha t the Lord’s Gocdnefs ^n d  gracions Compailion, 
furpalTccj the Heinciufnefii and A trocity ot his Sin. . / f  

hi ■[fun inlorn;s us, T ha t notw ithltandm g 
A 4 m  haJ m any Tinies the.joyilil liclings itumi- 
liillred to liiin, iwnlT: gracioufl/ denotiiig ,to him, 
tha t ali his priltine Oltences were walhed away 
by his unfeigned Penitence, yet his B n a fl was continu
ally  unquiet and dillurbcd, when he calj/d ro Remem
brance the Greatiigfs of his Crime j-i'^nd -
w hat great Benignity andC lem en ty 'theX o^l had ufed 
liim , was always relenting and melancM fy, perpetu
ally  ilghing and afflicling himfelf, im patiently endu
ring the endlefs Labour he was forced to undergo, 
to  provide wherewithal 'to Gjbfift.

His State being fuch, and  he, without Intcrmiflion,., 
continually contem plating on God, he on a fudden, 
heard a Voice refounding in his Ears, ling'ng Hymns 
and Praifes to the A lm ighty Crea''tor, and with melo- 
idious Accents calling upon his moft Sacred N am e; A t 
which being farprized, in a metlc and humble M anner,  ̂
he faid unrn his Lord, “ O Powerful Monarch! W hat 

unufual Voices are thefc, which eccho thus in m yj, 
E a r s ? ” T o whicli God replied; “  Thefe are th e t  
Hym ns and Thankfgivings which are chaunted to ^  

‘‘•m y D ivinity  by m y bejnved Servant, the great 
and War! ke Leader Mahomstf He is now invok- 

“  ing tha! Light Which I have S ^ o fited  in thee, and 
“  thy precious and tleded  Progeuy; He it is, who is 
“  the Principal Owner and PatrSn o f the faid Lifb t, 

for whom, and upon whofe A c^ iin t alone, I have 
created it. And take Notice, m y well-beloved 
Adam, obferve thefe iny ftridt C o m r^ n d s ; I charge 

“  thee, and abfolutely enjoyn thee, th a t this Light
• ■ be held.by thee in the high^ft Efteem' and Venera-

-r '
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“  tion, and th a t  thou re^ara it  w ith the utm oft Re- 
“  verence and R e fp e d ; and' th a t thou recommend 
“  it to thy  Sons and P oftc rity ’ in  the fame M anner 
“  as I  recommend i t  unto thed*\A lvertife them, that 
“  th ey  deliver it  up, in to  the 'pure and unrpott||J 
“  Wombs o f the moft c l^ fie  and vertuous F em aff^  • 

to  the In ten t, that from them it m ay defcend on 
^ ^ h e  M al^ , who fhall for their Excellencies, be wor- 

“  fS^ to inherit /the (ame, un til it be finally center’d 
“  on ^hat Honourable Man, (viz, Mahomet) relin- 
“  quifhed by all thy Sans, and fixed in him. G o 'not 
“  in unto yopr Women, before you have {a )  clean- 

(ed an^ ju rifie^  your B odies; and let the fame 
m^i-fttecay^uion'be.obferved by thejji alfo. I will re- 

“  veal t^ th e e , the appointed H our and Tim e
fliall " b e ^ r iv e d , in which this Light is to depart 

“  from T he 5̂ and be tranfm itted to Another, th a t you 
“  m ay prepare your felves b)  ̂ the requifite Piirifica- 
“ tion. I command, that thou and thy Off-fpring 

. “  carefully and vigilaijtly  adore and worfhip me, 
“  and none but me alone, without prefuming to rqua- 
“  lize any to m e, or joyning with me Second j 
“ for hw ill be feiVed in (/>) Vmity. Let ihem, up- 
“  on no profane M atter, fwear b)% or take in vain 
“  *my Ho y  Name. Let them  trea t their Neighbours 
“  as they themfelves defire to be treated. I command,
“ tha t they honour their Parents, i f  they  themfelves 

I “  would be honoured and refpedted •, and in fo doing
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(<) Taharareif vneHfot c«er,w, T he Purifying and Clean'"- 
ing with Water, is ufed q n ^  any Orcafions,'which they call Tahtr •, 
its Signification is as I have rendered it. They lall it t\Co .Gat’l, 
which is the fame as ^a fb n g . Concerning thcfe [mmerfiorfs pr Cor
poral Ablutions, R iU n ^ n  his Abl. lAahom' I(eL has given a par
ticular Account. See reffon VIII.

(b') They give themfelves the Epithet of Mowahtdoun, i  e. 
Unitarians, in Contradiftion and Oppofition to  all other Religions 
and Sefts, which allow of Plutality of Divinities, whom they call 
Mujhncoun^ Affociators, ^

E 4 . ' they
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$ 6  Maliomctiffn Explain d*
** they ftiall live cpr^oftab ly  m any Day*, and 

under m y Protei^ion.' L et them not kill, tor 
‘‘ that is referved t ome ^  ’tis I  who give Life, and 

I who fliorten oj- l^jg then the Thread thereof. Let 
them fly from Vhe vile Sin o f Adultery, for it is 

*' an abom inable 'and odigus Vice, aioft deteftable 
in m y Sight, and the Inftrum ent and Foundatioi^ 
o f all U'ickedners. L et them be as careful * 
alliduous in preferving the (Joods of anothe^^ as 
they would be o f their own ■, N or let then? fteal,

“  nor take any Thing, but what they have ju ftly  
“  acquired. L et them  fpeak the T ru th ^ p o n  all Ac- 
“  counts, let them not lye upon gny Oqjrafion what- 
“  foever •, nor affirm any  Thing that is 4o u k f t ^  -  

or give any falie Teftim ony j 4to^ co^et ^ .a t  which 
belongs not to them-, but be contentedili their own 

“  S tations; for I have fecurely laid up*in Store, the 
Portion of (a )  W ealth, which is de ligned/or, and 

“  belongs to every individual M ortal. In  keeping 
“  and flridtly obferving th<;fe Precepts, in the fame , 

M anner as I have d idated  and commanded tliee,
*' I offer and promife them, on m y part, that they 

fhall enjoy Everlafting R eft; but i f  they npgleft 
*' fo to  do, and break or infringe upon thefe my Or- 

dinancesj tell them, they {hall be miferably tor*
“  inented in Gehennamma^ (i. e. Hell.)

From thence forwards, that is, from the T im e A  fam , 
had all thefe Injundions laid on him, he wras fo extremely ( 
pundual in obeying the fame, and obferving to a T ittle  
every one of thofe Rites which the Lord had com- 
jnanded him, that he was iiever after guilty  o f the 
ieaft Negligence ot D ifobedienr^*perpetually reta in
ing in lus Memory the pad  W arning.

(a) Sm  a rir fifs  f'Jlurai'>i, i fc .  The Word is KtTjk, and ^e^l^O th
ii the Haily SuSfiftancc Providence has appointed every particular. 
Man. in that Word, ,

I*
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I t  was God’s Pleafure to  f  our M other Eve  
a t  h e r  firft Bearing, tobring’fortft Tw o Sons. W hich 
Sons gave a clear and evident ttm o n ftra tio n  of w hat 
was for the fu ture, to be eipeCTd'.in this forrowful 
and miferable W orld, and that continual Wars 
and Ravages, the Numbei* ot A d a ^  Pofterity  was 
to  be lim itted, ,whilft the Earth wot a t all T im es 
nra^ftened with Blood, no p a rt thereof ever to be free 

 ̂ froiiV^ragical E ven ts; F o r the elder of the Tw o, being 
blindedjvith  Envy, ( « )  H atred, a<id Jealoufy, (inii- 
ta ting  the proud Lucifer) cruelly and inhum anly 

 ̂ fiew lus Brother: From which d e t^ a b le  Deed, W ars, 
Strifes, Diwifions, and Parties, took their fatal O riginal.

fays. That Eve after th c ^ ,  had conftantly 
Tw o 4 a Son and a D augh ter; bu t
when God law-fit, that the Ele[led fhould come forth, 
and make hi^ Appearance, he was ingendered and 
born alone: And no fooner had his M other conceived 
him in her Womb, but the Lfght paffed aw ay from 
^d a m  unto her, and was fixed on her Forehead •, Adam 
rem aining without the leaft R ay thereof: B ut when ftie 
was delivered of tha t glorifaed In fan t, it  dejj^rted from

» (<«) The Traditions affirm (which is likcwife the Opi-
nifln of the Eaftern ChriHians)  that one o f the principil Reafont 
why Cain (whom they rail Cahil, as Hakil is Ahef) icilled tis  Brother, 

.was Jealoufy, bccaufe Adam  his FJtlier refufed to let him marry 
/ h i s  own Twin-Sifter whom he defigned for Abel', as he did

^ W s  Twin-Sifler Ltbauiah, for Cain •, who likinj^ his own Sifter bcft, 
as being the more beautiful, conceiyed a mortal Hatred towards 
him, and finally flew him. Thi^y fay A iim  mourned for Abet i z o  
Years, in all which Time^ Ae went not in to his Wi^e. D’fferbeht 
in //eJ iJ . They add, that »fter-4ie/’s Death, flie was marr>’d to 
Sttb, though my Author]^gives Seth't Wife ^ different Name, vi^. 
Hsemilia, according to our Pronunciation HarralU. The Oriental 
Chriftians call her or A^roun, as they do Abel'i Sifter Wain 
or Omain. See VHtrbelot in the Names A^run, Cabil, Vtin, 8tc. i l f  
la«ifays, They are,called by the Muhomtans Ajron, and A m n , or 
Auiif. In li'tierbelot under Cab;l, this Story is at large, v.

^b) They fay Twenty, and every Time twiuS; excet̂  Seth.
W -  her.



anid.
her, and the beau tifii ^ rfehead  of the new-born. Child, 
darted forth Rays m e  th'ofe o f the Sun, afcending to 
the higheft Heaven. S This Child they  named (a )  Seth, 
and he was the pjrftw orn of the Li^ht.

Inprocefs o f when he was grown up to  M an’s
Eftate, his F a th /r  Adam ^ o k  him out with him one 
D a y , into a gr/en and fertile Field, fromjwhence t te  
A lm igh ty  was wont to  accept all the Offerings>«iid 
Sacrifices, and receive the Prayers and Petiti^j?^ of 
thofe his chofen aiid peculiar Servants-, where they 
lifted up their Eyes to Heaven. £7 HuJfaN fays. T hat 
when Seth exalted his Head to look,upw ards vi'ith ” 
that his refplendent and glorified Vifage, Qod a t th a t 
In ftan t, commanded all the Cosleftial Rivers,
Currents, Fountam s, to fta»d-4 iil; an ^ llo p  their 
C ourfes: The A ir ceafed from  diftribgiting its kind 
and delicious Breezes; The Trees ceafeil4 heir M otion, 
and the Birds their fweet W arblings: the Angels,their 
Heavenly Hym ns, and all the Creatures inhabiting 
the Seas, the Earths, and tlje Heavens, n ay , the whok 
H oft o f the Angelick Choirs, moft earneftly looked,” 
advancing their Bodies out o f the W indows, as i f  
about to  precipitate themfelvesf, and im patien tly  . 
w aiting  to  hear what thofe charm ing Lips were about 
to  u tte r and pronounce. “  M oft am azing M ercy !

. “  Moft wonderful C onfolation! T hat God fhould ° 
“  command all thole who were about him  to lend

, 38 M ahom eA lm  E x p la l

(<j) My Author has it though corruptly, as are moft 0 /  his
Nnxies. AH Mahsmetaat call him sh tih  hen Adam. Fro.n him 
thofe the facred Scripture call B ee  f f /c fc -^ th e  Childie.i of God, are 
defcended, who made continual W ar upon the Caum Cahil, i. e. 
the  Poft-rity , or Pccple * 1̂ Ciin. This Righteous G enerat on was, 
as t)iey G y, thofe en^lowed wiih ihe Propbitul^ right fo often men
tioned. He is held in great Efteem, antf is reckoned among the 
E i |h t  principal Propliets, who, according to  their T rad ition ., re
ceived Divine Scripture.? from Heaven, vi^. Adxm, Seth, Er.o h, 
Abraham, Mojes, Duvitl, and Mahomet, o f which only Five
brought N0V Laws and Inftitutioni into the vVorld, Adantf Abrn- 
h.m , and Makomet,

“  their



“  their Ears w ith fuch A t’t e i w ^  only a t the  lifting 
“  up the Head of a Baniflied Mbii! Sure this Diftinc- 
*' tion feetns to  have fome R efi^h lance  and Affinity 
“  with tha t firft State o f G lo r jr ,^ ;h tn  M an was but 
“  an Inanim ate  Stone, and yet Beings^ Cosleftial 
“  and Terteftrial, worftiipped and U everenced him! 

'^ W e  migm flatter ourfelves, that u\> were in hopes 
. recovering our prifline Excellency, feeing that 

“  iiNfo fliort a fpace, ^ n d  upon fo fmall an Occafion,
“  all Thhings were in fuch D ilorderand Confufion.

W hat the rn& Adam faid, a t this his H oly  Audience, 
Was th is; “  Djvine and M oft High Lord ! Thou who 
“  haft recommended to  me this Light, appointed for the 

w«**tTTheri<^ance o f  t^iy peculiarly eleited Servant Mabo- 
“  met, ^ t h  a* “ffnc l Injunction, that I deliver i t  up 
“  to the wor^igfl: o f  tliy  Creatures, diftilling it  into 
“  the moft c iv ile  and perfedl Wombs, which a lready  
“  are, or hereafter (hall be created 5 I, to com ply 
“  w ith, and to accomplifh what I am  obliged to  by  

this thy  Precept, am  c«me to know , if  it be th y  
“  Pleafure, tha t this m y Son, follow ,the  Method or- 

dained by  thee^ for the propagating:. M a n k in d ;
- “  to the End, th a t th is ever facred and venerable 

“  Light, m ay have its appointed Courfe, and proceed 
, “  Forwards? I f  it  is 'th y  W ill, that it fhall now be pu t 

“  in Agitation, I  have p.'fchtd upon his Sifter Hawa/ia^' 
“  born a t another B irth , tha t he m ay be m arried to  ■ 
‘‘ her. She is a chafte and clean VefTel, and, I th ink ,

 ̂ ‘‘ very proper for the expanding this L ig h t: T hey  
“  both offer their Homage, and are obediently re- 

ligned, and content to  adt as thou fhalt vouchfafe 
‘‘ to command th e f ilf  I  only attend what th y  Bounty 
“  is pleafed to ordain concerning the effedling this m y 
“  Propofal. See, L ord, w hat is thy  W ill, I do in this Af- 
“  fair ?” God then im m ediately fent for Gabriel and 
his Aflbciates, com m anding them  to defcend, in order 
to  celebrate the M arriage of tha t chofen Couple, Brother 
and Sifter, their Father being el fVaa/y, i. e .)the Giver, 
and thofe Anglels I mentioned, were tp be tbeW itne/Ies,

■xtr '-su
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t fc .  Tlie Lord alfo (k/fe(jf Snow-white Garments from 
Paradife, to  carried to adorn the Bridegroom and 
the Bride, ql thofe their Parents loft, and
were deprived of, for fwallowing the pernicious and 
fa ta l Morfel. In  l^iis m anner Seth was m arried w ith 
great Content, ^agnificeiK e, and Sorcmnjty.

A t lengtli, when the jiift A d a m  perceived h i m f ^  
to  be grown old and feeble, he took his Son S e t j ^ t o  
a  very private Place, and there difcovered to Mim a 
certain Cloth, o f  a 'm oft rich and inimitable'Compo- 
lare , of a Heavenly Contexture, which in paft Times, 
the Lord had bellowed upon him, on the which were 
ftam ped and delineated all the (a )  Propnets, who 
were to  be fent, intrufted with Miifions -tiponTffe^ 
E arth , together w ith all th tir Prir'ilTges and Imm uni
ties, their Decrees and Precepts, their-Xcbes, Nations, 
and Followers, and the BlelFings with which they 
were to be rewarded. Seih, w ith Wonder and Delight, 
beheld all this, and took particular Notice of One 
who was, in a very confpicuous M anner, diltiiiguiihed 
from  all the reft, and who faemed to be far advanced 
in  Pre-eiTviopncy and Degree beyor^l the other Tribes, 
and whofe Face was glorified with a Light o f  a more 
than  ordinary Brightnefs, which reverberated from 
th e  Heavens, w ith exceeding beautiful and refplendent 
R ays: T his he perceived to be A b ra h a m ^  and ’th a t this 
moft honourable Stock, for fome Space, continued Single, 
and went on in a diredt Path, w ithout any Interruption

{«> A« to  any thing concfrning this wonderful rh th , I have little  
to  fay i  but it is ccrtain among the reft o f their Fables they h a re  a 
Tradition, tha t God Ihiwed Adam all h is#*fterity , which he caufed 
to  affemble together, upon that Account iiYthe Valley o f Nfoomar, in 
the Forms » f Ants, where he told them, He vvas their Lord to  which 
tliey aJ] anfwered in tlie Affirmative, and'acknowledged him*, and 
therefore G d faid. He had Witnelfcs ajainft them , at the Day of 
}«idgtnenr, if they (hou'd then plead Ignorance to  his C ovenan t; by 
his Witneffes, meaning the Angels at that timte attending on him. 
This, f afltire you, is in a Book of no lefs Authority, than the M- 
carin itrelf, the Expnfuors whereof, fay, T hat no M in can forget the 
c«ntrjli tc  tb ^  m ile  m b  God.

6o Mahometnm Explain d,
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or IntermilTion; but a t laft, a e t h e r  roble and illu- 
flrious Tribe begiin ro fpring*fortli, and have its Begin
nings which, notw ithftanding appearing deprived 
o f that M yfterious Light the other l.in e  was poflefledt 
of, was neverthelefs oi the highcft i^,obility and Efteein. 
Here was p o in t^  out and demonftratted, Two princi
pal and d j% rent (a) Reh'gions, the ft^fpedive Tribes 

following their peculiar L eader,‘and their H o ly  
( i)V r ip tu re s .  Adam faid, “  ’T is proper that we taka 
“  d ^ t r a i e  N otice o f  thefe which a x t y  oai Ligbr, 
“  confidering, w ith particular Regard, the rem arkable 

> “  Bearers thereof, following i t  through all its Paths, 
diredllyv from IJhmael, the principal Founder and  

“  P a trmi of the cledted Generation: He, who is the F irft- 
b e g o tt^  S o H ^  the chofen AbrHham^ and here ap- 

“  pears-carrying the Standard o f [i e. G ran i
“  Cairo] erected aloft, which is the venerable Blazon 
“  and Device of our Illuftrious Lineage, with the 
“  which all the Tribes fhall be T rium phant and Glo- 
“  rious, until it be delivered up unto Mahomet^ the 

proper Lord thejreof, for whom it was a t firft in- 
“  tended, and for whofe Sake and Benefit, it  was 
“  from  theBeginniHg appointed. And, marTc me, be- 
“  loved Son, I charge you, th a t in all your P ray er^  
“  and in all your Offerings and Sacrifices, th a t this

* “  eleUed^ Meffengery whofe Caufe we efpoufe, and  
“  wholjj Dictates we follow, be by you com pleatly  
“  (c) Saluted, and held in the greateft Veneration and 

f “  Regard, w ith Honour and Deference. And I com-

M ahom etifm ^j^p /< 3 //z’J .  6 i ,

(a) Dos aJinet fennalados quc a dos caudil’os feguian, The 
W ord is it  impIift^Rcligion, The T * o  Leaders were 
Ifaac and Iflmael.

( i )  Y a fus a liq u M e ip n to s . El I^etab is‘a Book or W riting. 
fc) Here he mrans, th e  fo much ufed ExprelTion, at their Prayers, 

and very frequently a t other times, Affalait v t  jaldm die Sidentb
Monlanah Mihornmed; w hidi is. Saintxtiani and the Peace o f God be 

toour L vd tm dO w tterV ihom tt. Sometinncs they add the W ord 
M b, /. e. O ur P roph tt. -Thiiis th e  Saluu : on in pirricnlar adapted 
(0  that Grand Im poftor. . \



“  mand you, th a t j w  recommend this L'i^hr, which 
“  you now enjoy, andf carry fixed on your Forehead, 

to  the moft e ie m jia ry  and worthy iVLalos, and to 
“  the chafte Wombs o f the beft (a) guarded, and moft 

vertuous F e m a l^  tha t it be not defiled, but rem ain 
“  pure and im m j^ulate, jfor this is,the  Token and 
“  Banner w hxiy the Sovereign Creator gave us, to 
“  conduct us to the W ay of T ru th  And admoiuM 
“  your Sons, as 1 have done you, and lay  th ^ ia in e  
“  Injunctions upon them . ” ' ^

When Ad^m had finiftied this Difcmirfe, he agaia 
folded up tha t Myfterious Cloth^ and delivering it to 
his Son, enjoyned him to preferve it as a iiyjft Sacred 
R elick ; A t the fame Tnftant, he alfo gave hiip_his 
Buskins and Sho'?s, which he had-icovn foiTfo m any 
Centuries of Years, and were then as frefh anil as whole 
as if he had that m om ent put them oir new. Thefe 
are a t this Day, in the Holy Temple a t Mecca, in 
which they are hung up, and dedicated as a T rophy , 
(Jb) where, when a Prince is Inaugurated, i t  has ever 
been the Cuftom, th a t he Swear thfreon.

(52 Mahomedmi Explain d.

(4) The Arabkl W ord, which is very proper and applicable here, 
is Mahipbet in the Kemine Plural, and Mitajibeen in the Mafculine 3 
the Singular is Mahainb, wliicli i<, covered, concealed, &c. I t is derived i 
from w ijei, the Eye-brow. AUhajib is the proper Name of many 
Men, as Mahajkba is of Women. Reclufe Vertuous W omen, arc, 
by way of Commendation and ExceUency, cM c i MihajHbei,

(b l Y  quando meliciue elijen Ids lleban a jurar, fyc . Melic is in 
Argbtci^ a King or Prince, th e  Plural .of which is Melotc : There is al- 
ways a Prince, who governs the C ities of Meccn and Medina, o f  the 
Race and Family of He is In d ^ ^ n d a n t;  but makes fome
Complimentarv Acknowledgment to the Gnnd Tmk, fo t'the  Pr^fents 
he fends hi r. Yeaily, along w ith the coftl^-Covering for the Caaba^ 
o r little  Square Chapel' before mentioned. |A l l  thofe of th a t Sanfti- 
fied Progeny, I  mean A/afc^mei’s , . are 5fcree^[^in Ambick, the Singu
lar is S'jteef, and the Plural Sbnrja] fo his Title is, Em\r Shurfa i 
p im ir  it Frince'^ and Sulttn MeiCah tea Medinab, and, according to  
D r. Prideaux in L. Mah. p. 5. Emamo’l  Uajhem Prince of the HjffK- 
m it's , trom )</h ch m b le  Arabian Tribe Mahomtt had his Defccnt. Of 
thefe fee more io the Chaprcr of £ia(bcht.

, -A



But to  return to  our Storys \  The good Seth  
had the joyful News denounced to 'h im , by the Angel 
Gabriel, T hat he, and liis Spoiife, ftiould prepare 
themfelves to  receive the prom is’d and  defired 
F r u i t : So Huwa/ia conceived withV^hild ; and the 
ultial T im e being accomplijjied, ibe^brought forth a  
Son, endowed with the Hereditiiry : ih is  Child 
w aK ^x trem ely  *btfautit'ul, well-proportioned, and 

, gmcel^^^ and they called him by  the Name of (a) 
Enah. ^ e  was under the Protedtion, and G uardian- 
(hip of the Angel GainV/, to  defend him againft the 

^ i l e s  and Subtleties of Lucifer, who craftily  and  
inalic ioufly \ky  in wait to pollute and infr.are him . 
^ . l iM ii i s  Rule and M ethod, this clear Light continued 
pafllng on,')in a ^ r a d u a l  Defcent ot*the ■ mod: perfedl 
and venerible Men, of the L ord’s electing, (he alw ays 
giving them ^ m c ly  Notice when, and on whom i t  
fliould be fixed) running from  Father to Son, from 
one Honourable to another Honourable, w ithout In te r
ruption, ’till it arrived to i u  proper Center. But be- 
caufe thofe memorable Perfons who, through the tranG' 
cendent Excellency o f their M erits, were exalted to  
the Supreme D ignity  o f carrying this Banner^ and 
deemed worthy of this glorious Light • thofe landli- 
fied 'M en, I fay, that they m ay not remain buried in  

‘Oblivion, and the Muffulmans be debarred, from the 
Satisfaction they m ight reap, by knowing who they  
were, I will briefly recite their Names. 

y  From  Enoh the Light pafled to (/;) Cainam, who w^s
•  the Fourth Branch of the Light: This begot Malaik^, 

from  whom proceeded (c) 'Jared, who was the Father 
.«  * of

(<») He means En«. \
(fc) This (hould h tC M n u n , whom all the E jftern  Nations hold 

to have been one of t\\c V nner[A  M on a n b io f the W orld.
CO Becauft my A uthor, Is none o f  the exafteft in his Gencalogjies,

I  pr«ruinc it may not be improper. h?rc, to let my Reader partake 
of tlie following Opinion of cnc of his own Belief, ahd w ith all 
probabjlicy (for the Reafons he himfelf gives) more learne^^and better

read.

Mahomctifm 6^ .



o f  the moft holy {a^E drh , who for his extraordinary 
P ie ty , and vertuous Adtfons, was taken up into the 
Fourth Heaven, where he fhall live and remain, un til 
the Trum pet o f Azarajiel  ̂ (hall pu t an End to all that 
has been created. Concerning this Juft Edrh^ it is faid. 
T h a t he made a ^ le m n  and inviolable Vow, of never 
defifting from ^ i n g  {h) Deeds of C harity , whilft his 
Subftance lafted ; and th a t, one D ay, being 
the Street by a neceflitous Perfon, who aflced a n jO m s 
o f  him , and having no th ing ’elfe about hinT" to be- 
ftow, he gave him (both for Blelling and C harity) 
his Garment, him felf rem aining in a m anner naked, ' 
becaufe he would not refufe any  Comfcjrt he was 
capable of giving, Thoufands o f other O ccu rjen c fi 
o f this N ature are recorded o f that RklTed ^ a in t, the 
T ru th  o f which is fufficiently proved, by God’s tak ing  
him up. Soul and Body, into Heaven, where he lives 
in  G lory and Blifs. He left behind him a Succeffor, his

.6 4  MaLometihn Explain'd.

read. I find it in Rebnd, taken, as th a t ' Author fays, word for 
word from, the Arabick Taarvh, or Chronicle, i A iim , z  Seth, 5 
fiws*, 4  5" MabaHel, 6  Jereiy 7 lifH , 8 Mathufhalah, 9  £.«-
mecht 10 Nanh, u  Jew, i z  Arphixjhai, Shaleg, 14 Ph*leg, i f
Arjisn, 16 Seruch, l y  N.ichor, iS  A^er, Ib r tb m , zo  Iftat,, z i
^ icob, 22 Jfhuda, 2^ 24 Amtou, zj; Daram, 26 Im am , 27 ,0
Abtnan, z ^  Salmon, ZjibiX, ^oOun, ^ l  Efcbe, ^ z  David, 
S d m o n , 54 Rehibeam, 55- A bu, 56 A fi ,  37 Jchofen, 58 FbilicoSf 
59 M itb^n, 40 Im rm ,  41 Maria, 42 ?«/“», or Ifa.

(a )  Etotb  is by the Arabs and other Aft'om ettrs, a l k d  Edrii, from  
th e  Arabiik word Derf, ivhich fignifics Studji and Mediratitn, H< is 
reckoned o re  of the Ei^ht Prophets to  whom God lent Divine W ri
tings, o f  the which he had 50 Volumes^containing all the moft tb -  
flrufe Sciences; which makes the Books o f Enoch, t e  fo much talked 
o f  in the Eaft. They call him befides EdrU, fomctimes Akbnokb and 
Ounoch, from the Hebrew Chunoct. See more in D'Hcrbelu in th e  
N ^m e Edrk, &c.

(4) De hazer arahmt complida, &c. Arrahaman is one o f  God’i  
A ttributes, aod fignifics AUrdful. Arrdbma in th k  Seofe im pliei 
C tdrit}..

 ̂ . Son,
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Soui whofe N am e was HJatu/a/e^, the Eighth fir^nch 
o f  the Ligbh  whofe Son was Lameq\ and he was the 
F ather o f the  great, and never-to-be-forgotten Noaht 
who was the Second F ather of all Humane-Race, in  
whom the  F irft Age of the W o rR h a d  its End, and 
from  whom the Second derived its Original 5 on which 
account, he m erits our ftrfiSeft Regard and Venera* 
tk)p, and whole 'm em orable T ranfadions are  related 
in  t l j ^ ^ o w in g  Canticle, or Chapter.

r
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C H A P .  III.
(f

The W ickednefs o f  M ankind. The W orld  th re^ tn ed ,. 
rvith a General Deluge. NoahV Ptetji and Up- 
rightnefs. The J r k  built. D ep riP d . The 
People exhorted by N oah to Repentance. Their 
Obfiinacy. The Flood begins ; increafes, and de- 
jlroys the whole W orld, The W aters abate, and  
N oah and his Family come out o f  the A r k ,  & C .

O S T  o f  the M ortals o f  this Age^ 
endeavoured to  exalt their Memories 
to  the higheft pitch of G lory, and by  
(b doing, thought to rem ain  enrolled 
for ever in the Books o f F am e ; vain* 
ly  and ftupidly im agining, that a  

long continued, and uninterrupted Series of Profperity, 
was lufficient to eternize their Names. Some p u ^ d

a-
( « )  Monfieur T)'Herbtloty in the W ord £/Z«w, quotes an 

C hron ide , called Tairich Momfl^beb. which fays, there were but Eighty 
M u fu lm a n t, o r Believtrs, in the World in Noah'% Time, and tha t wai 
th e  Namber o f  thofe which were fzved  in the Ark j for raoft Men 
embraced Idolatry in the Days of J a re d  the Son o f  Mabdcel, the  
Father o f  Edru o r Enoh, This I  .have likewile, often heard  re
peated by (bmc o f their Learned Men, and i t  is indeed the general 
Notion of aQ M a h m a a n t.



I up w ith Pride, Pom p, a n A m b i t i o n ,  fancied then:* 
felves already in the Clouds, whilft others thought to  
aggrandize their Names by Cruelty and T y ra n n y ; 
Some by inventing Herefies 5 and others by promot* 
ing Schifms and Ido la tries; In  a W ord, giving a 
Loofe to  the Reins o f all S»rts o f  moft deteftable and 
abominable Sins» and Outrages, as if  in  all Points 
they had been Abfolute Lords of tlie Earth, and m ight 
perpetually  have continued thofe wicked and im
pious ( \u r fe s  with Im punity .

But now, when their Iniquities and Abom inations 
•were arrived to  their Crifis, when th ey  leaft expedted, 

or apprehAided a  con trary  Change of Forrone, b u t, 
fopinely, imagined.themfelves in th efrea teft Security j 
i t  was then, th a t the variable and unftable Wheel, a t 
one T u rn , hu rry ’d them  down to the loweft Abyfs o f  
Deftruftion, wmere th ey  received the Rew ards o f  all 
the prefumptuous Herefies and Enorm ities, in  which 
they had fo long trium phed.,
. I f  we look baric to  King (a) Baliha/ar, or to  h it

F  2 G rand-
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He has thcfi: Names, Biltafar, E uhanuir, Z m u J , Namerntff 
Fnraon, and Abrabtca. By Z m itd , I cannot gather who he means, 
and I know as little  o f .ibnhaca  as o f  the o th e r; the reft are Ob’ 
vioos I c jn  give no account by what Authority he mifcalls Neba^ 
chditttT^er, whofe Name among the j4r<i6f4«x is, Bakrh'atnafjer, which

> is derived 'from  «r fignifying. The Time, or Critical
y  Jpnute, and M ffrr , Fortune or V iftory. This was given him , for

fcis great Exploits and Snccefs in  W ar, his o«in proper Name being 
Rahtm . By fome he is called dudarx,, as Kflafd,  and D'Herbelot 

’ obferve. Much is faid concerning Nimrod, in the Life e f  A bn-
him . B a t I  can by no mellfs deny my Readers the Satisfaftion o f 

, the following Fable. Tliough a little  long, i t  is curious and icmark*
; able ; and Monfieur D’Herbeht, whofe A uthority  is, I  may prcfum c,

iindirputable, affirms to  have found it  in J^ndem r, Houfnin rte s ,  and 
; other celebrated W rite rs : N either am I wholly^nscquainted w ith thd
)  Story, havinj^ heard it under a different Name, as ftiall be hinted a t thfl

End of this N ote, By the above-mentioned Name A brtU cd, J am con- 
naen t my A uthor m a n ^  Abrahib, on which W ord the aforef^id Lear> 

French Gentlem an, give* us the following Account o f  that Perfon, 
I '̂ Abrahab, ii he who it othcrwifc callcd Abon̂MaeftMim̂ with |heSir»
I  nama



!

name of Al-A(lram, fignifying in Arabick, Tkat had a Gtjh on bit F a c t) 
as alfo, Dhou Al-fil, i. c. M after'of the EIq>hant. He was a Prince 
o r  G overnor o f Jeman [pronounced Tstnan] or Arabia FMix, in the 
Eeign of Ne^iojht, who was Emperor o f the Abijjint, in the Time o f  
Abda'.moihleb, Mahomet’i Grandfather. T h e  lo j th  C hapter ot the 
Alconn, intituled, Smrat Al-fil, that is, Tbe Chapter o f tke Elepbavt, 
inake^ mention, ©f the Puniftim jnt o f  this Prijice, who had many 
Elephants in his Army, when he came to  bcficge the  C ity Mecca. 
T he  whole Story is thus related, by the chief»Intcrpreters o f th a t
Chapter. ------Abrnhah, who governed in Jawai, th e C a p iu lo f  t^e
Province of T e m a n , perceiving th a t a a certain tim e of the Y ear, 
inoft of the A r a b s , travelled to the Province o f wKich is on
the Borders ©f A r a b i a  P e fe r ta ^  to  vifit the C a a h a , or Square Houfe, 
which is the Temple of M e c c a \  thought fit to d ivert them from 
that Superflitious W orftiip, by erefting another Place th a t might 
a tt ra f t  the ir C uriofity and Devotion} and therefoi^ refolved to  
build a Tem ple at exceeding that o f M e c c a  in Strufture an^ Orna* 
ments. This was a m\jft ftately Church, the ’AbiJJins being Chriftians. 
Y et Abrabah's irefign coLld not fucceed without Force, becaufe the 

'A r a b s ,  who were not Chriftians, inclined to  Idolatry, and fbund fome- 
thing agreeable to  th e ir Superftition in the very Stores about M e c c a ,  
and in its Temple; However, the C o r e i/ h i t e s , who had the Charge 
of tha t T em ple, perceiving the Concourfe o f  Peopie, and confc- 
quently their Gain, decline, cryed down, as much as they could, 
the C hurch o f Sanaa, and a t laft made ufe o f a notable C heat, to  dr- 
ftroy its Reputation among the A r a b s . To this purpofe, they fent 
th ith e r one o f the b'amily of I ^ e n a m h , who getting  in to  be an Officer 
belonging’ to th e  C hurch, found his O pportunity , on a Feftivai, 
when it  was to be richly adorned for the People to come in at N ight, 
to  profane it w ith Ordure. As foon as he had done it, he fled, and 
fpread the Ntws o f  this Profanation all the  Way he went. ‘■Abra- 
b a h  underftanding what had happen’d, was f« incenfed againfi the 
Corei/hites, that in Revenge he refolved to  make W ar againft them , 
to  befiege Mecca, and deftroy the Temple. Accordingly ne marched 
his A rm y, the greateft Strength w hereof confifted in the ̂ Elephants, 
towards the Province of Hegiax, riding himfelf a t the Head of it  on 
one of thofe Beafts, called Mabmcmdi; This Elephant excelled the 
re f t in Bulk, and in W hitencfs, for which reafon he.was efteemed as 
the C hief and Mafter o f all the reft. W hen the Coreijhites heard of 
th is Prince’s March, and that he had fcch Beafts, which had never, 
tin then, been feen in Arabia, they defpaired o f  defending the ir 
Town or Country w ith their own Forces, and therefore refolved 
to  abandon it , and fly, with their beft EfFefts, to th e  neighbouring 
Mountain. Ahrahth, meeting w ith no O ppofition, plundered all he 
found in his M arch, and being come to  th t  C ity , alTigned his Troops 
th e ir  feveral Q uarters j but when he thought, to  advance in Pcrfon 
to  view the Place, his Elephant, at the bare fight of the City Walls, 
tu rn ’d away his Head from them fo violently, that all the reft o f the 
Elcfhanu IQ the Army, who followed his as the ir Leader, did the

fame.
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fame, and routed the whole A rm j. T he Corfijintet, who were in
trenched on the Edge of the MountaiHj feeing what had happened, 
knew not w hat to  think o f  this fudden Counter-March of their Ene
mies ; when immediately they efpied a va ft Flock of Birds coming like 
a C loud from towards the Sea, and falling all together on Abrahab't 
Army. Thefc Birds Had black Feathers, and green Beaks, and were 
followed by anothec Flock, th a tih ad  green Feathers, and yellow 
Beaks. Each of thefc Birds had three Stones, one in their Beaks, 
and one in each ClavJ, and, they fay, each Stone had the Name oi him 
i t  was to  ftrike, writ upon it, and they all fell a t once w ith fuch 
Force UDon the Abifflni, th ^ t they were all flain, except Abrabth, 
who w \ d e f t i n ’d to  carry the News of this dreadful Defeat into 
i'hiopia. It: fine, when Abrahah had feen his Army perilh by this 

,  ftrange Accident, he repals’d the Seas, and went to  acquaint Negitfln 
w ith nis D i f i ^ r .  But Divine Juftice, which had decreed to learc  
a notable E ^ m p le  of th e  Punilhm ent o f  thofe who had dared to  
rn d e ru k c  the deftroying a  Tem ple built h 'f^ b r a h m ,  did not let 
this unhappy Prince efcape fo ; for one of the Birds who had exe
cuted the Divine Vengeance, followed him all th e  way he went 
w ith the Scone in ^ s  Beak, fo tha t when he had told his fad Relation 
to  the Emperor, that Prince asking what fort o f’Birds thofe were ? 
Abrthah fliew’d th a t which flew over his Head, and at the fame 
Time, the Bird d rop t the Stone, and killed him a t the E m peior’s 
Feet. Thus far Monfieur F was fome Years ago in th e
Tciit c f  an African Prince, a very g tllan t Man, whofeName is Boni^eefe, 
Sheik or Chief of a noble Tribe o f Am bi, called E l Haniijha, whofe 
Territories lie in the moft Eaftward Province o f  the Kingdom o f  
A ltitrs. He was p itched 'w ith  his Camp near the Ruins o f  «n An
cient City, called now by thofe People Tifeflj, which Place, by it* 
icilerablc Remains, feems to  have teen  a confiderable large and 
forti/ied Town. A certain Talib or Student, brought me about 

‘ Tw enty or m ore little  Stones, o f a very odd Make, the ir Shape was 
Tery irregular, fome inclining to  be, as it. were, long, others, as it  
were, round, but all in general Diamond-cut, and rather feeming to  

. be Artificial than N a tu ra l. The larged was about the bignefs r f  a 
Small N ut, and the lead o f  a large Clove, or fuch like. In  C olour 
they were for the moft part e ither Black,almoft like Je tt, bu t fomewhat 
dull and rufty, o r w hite and tranfparentj though four o r five were 
blueifli and yellowilh, bu t not tranfparent. F * r a Trifle the Man Jet 
raekee{)’cm, and into the BSfgain, told me the above Tale, with very 
little  Difference j bui; inftead of Abrahih, he made the Leader o f  
th a t imaginary Army to  be Kimrol, and th a t o lJ ru ina ted  City, where 
fuch Stones arc frequently found amongfl the Rubbifh, to be built by 
him ; but the Prince being a greater Student than himfelf, con- 
tradifted  him, telling us, T hat the Name o f  that impious Unbeliever 
was El Ajhnm  Dhou d  Pil, The Stones, both the Prince, and the Talib 
affirmed, to  be fome o f the fame with which the Birds deftroyed 
th a t Sacrilegious A rm y; but to  aeclarc how they came, o r why they 
are only to  be found in thofe Ruins, and no where elfc, they vwce a t

F 3 * ' a
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Grandfather Nebuchadnezzar, to Zatnud, K'tmroi^ 
Tbaraob or jibrahaca, we (hall find them all, in the 
like  impious m anner, rebellioufly extending their 
Arms againft Heaven and their Creator  ̂ though, a la s ! 
how vain and fruitlefs were their audacious Efforts! 
and the Event how con trary  to th d r  Expedlations! 
For inftead of obtaining the V id o ry , they wounded 
th e m fe lv e S j precipitating their own ignominous D eaths, 
and, after that, everlafting Torm ent and M ife ^ .

Though I could recite infinite m any othv'r Exam 
ples of this k ind , yet thofe I have already quoted, 
are fufficient for my prefent Purpofe; nor,^ndeed, are 
an y  others rfqtiifite towards the confirming and m ain
ta in ing  this AfJertion, than the <3eneral Deluge, in 
which that Holy Patriarch (<7) was fo. principal 
a  Tranfadtor, whofe ever-famous and normorable Deeds 
ought to  infpire us w ith an awful- Reverence and 
VenefaHon to his M em ory.

The Remembrance of th a t never-to-be-forgotten 
Event, fu re , m ight roufce'up in us, and incline us io  
an  im plicite Obedience and Refignation, and incite 
Us, to  Center our intire Confidenfe in God alone, and 
to  reft afTured, T hat in  following and keeping the 
Precepts of God’s H oly Law  and Ordinances, w e lh a ll 
acquire perpetual Fam e and Renown in this Vl^orld 
(■filch as it  is) and eternal Blifs, a never-fading Para- 
dife in  the other. N ot as thofe I m entioned above, 
neither thefe others I  am  going to  trea t o f in  the 
U niverfa l Deftrudlion o f th a t accurfed Generation o f  ̂
:^eople, who, in  one Moment, deprived themfelves of

‘ 70 Mahometifm ’Explain'd.

■V
'a Non plus. As fo? thofc I had purchafcd, after I had kep t ’em a 
lo n g tim e , at laft a F r e n c h  M erdiant bcgg’d ’em. T hii Story o f A b r t -  

is mention’d by D r. Prideaax, under the N aiw  Abraham A t 
Ajbram, p  47.

C ')  The Sirnames given by the A r a b t M t ,  8cc- to  Noah, be(idcs, Kenh 
t l  V i b i ,  or ^  Prophet, are , E l  N d t i ,  He that was faved, s b e i c k  e l  
^orftie in , i l e . l l i e  AncicBtefl o f thofe fent with elpecial Cotnmiffioas 
« » *  God. See D ’Htrbekt in KoMb.

Life,



Life, and damned their ^puls, as I fhall m ale mani- 
feftly apparent in the following Difcourfe.

After the Death o f  our Original Parents, Aiam and 
tivfy their remaining Sons founded and carried on the 
Lineage. O f  thefe Sons, one, with ^ e a t Purity and 
Conftancy, ftrenuoufly followed the Light 5 but the reft 
were all in gentral Adulterers, Murderers, Sodomites, 
Idolaters, imperious, haughty TranfgrelTors, daring 
Blafphemers, and, in fine, a vile and infamous Race

• o f M e\ They were^rown to fuch a pitch o f Wic- 
kednefs, that the Contagion daily fpread, the Corrup
tion increafing mote and more, ’till at laft it became, 
in a manKer, Univerfal, comprehending all Humane 
Kindt «

‘ ‘ How ferioufly and deliberately ought Men, in 
"  this borrowed^ tranfitory Life, to be cautious and 
“  circumfpett-in their Choice o f thofe with whom 
“  they affbciate themfelves, or entertain Friendlhip,
“  in order to pafs their Lives and Converfations, 

having fo notable aa Inftance in this difmal 
“  Cataftrophe! ”

 ̂The High and Powerful God beholding their noto
rious and incorrigible Difobedience, commanded 
hiŝ  chofen Servant 'Noaĥ  to eredt and build an A rk ; 
to * which Effedl the Angel Gabriel defcended with 
Inftructions concerning the Method, Order, and 
Plan thereof, • with the Length, Breadth and , 
Height it was to be o f ; and ftrid ly  enjoyning him, 
that whilft this Fabrick was going forwards, he 
fliould admonilh thofe employed thereon, together 
with all the reft o f the People, to repent them 
their abominable Sin», and be converted, in Pity to, 
and Conlideration of, their Souls •, which, if thqr 
did, they might eipe£t Pardon 'and Remiirion j 
otherwife, he fhould let them know, that it  was 
inevitably certain, that the Lord was fully deter- 
inined to deftroy and annihilate them, by drown
ing and overflowing the intire Surface o f the Eartl* 
with Water.

F  4 *

Mahometifm Explain d. 71



Isioah  was aged Five ^Siundred Years when this 
memorable Injundion was laid on him by  the 
Faithful Gabriel-^ The Trophetick Light had alrea
d y pafled from him, and was tranfmitted unto his 
Beloved Son (a) Sem 5 belides whom, he had two 
others, whofe Names ware (b) Ham and Japhet. 
Sem was a Youth of excellent Qualifications, pure 
and without Blemilh ■, and by his laudable Adions 
merited the good Name the whole Univerfe beftows 
on him : In a Word, He d e v ile d  nothing fsotn his 
good Father, imitating Him who had walk’d up
rightly before the Lord, in thofe the worft of 
Times, during the Space of Five hundred Years.

7 z  Mahometifm Explain 3.

( a )  The Arabian Chronology, iptitled Taatich Aionte^heb, fo often 
cited by the Learned Monfieur D'Berhekt, tefls n»; That the Patri
arch Shem (whom they call Sam el Nabi, and Sum bsn Noah) goes 
under the Pcnomination of Aboul Arab, or the Father o f the Anbs  ; 
becaufe they hold, that they are dcfcended from h im : B ut they 
affirm, That 9II Prophets, w hether Arabi o r A jm  c. Strangers, 
Vhich Word imports the fame 3s'Barbarians, ii) the  Greek or Latig 
Scnfe] are, Bevertkclers, o f his Race.

(b) I t  is in the AfS, Sem  (or, as he wfites it every where, Cem^ 
inftegd of Ham, which, I  prefume, is a Mi/lake, though in no 

, yiacc he mentions ac all, unlefs I may fay he does it  here.
The Mubmetaiu generaHy name but Three Sons o f  Noah, which . 
they cajl Sem, H im  and Jnfed, o r, as they pronounce, Tafedth, They 
affirm. T hat Ko^h left Ten BooliS of Revelatipns and Orders he re- 
peivfld from God, the which are all lo^ , as well as thofe o f Adam, 
Sf tb  and Enoch. In Retand’s Ab. Rel. Maham. in the 4 th  LelTon, 
concarning theft imaginary Sacred Books, they hold to  have been 
compofed and w ritten in Heaven, he makes no mention o f  tioab"\ 
having any Share in them , bu t malces the whole Number to  amount 
to  ip 4 , vhich  were diflributed in this m anner; T o Adam |o .  To 
Seth ^o , T<} Enoch T o  Atrabam 10. T o  JUofet i .  T o  fe fitt i .  
T o  D avid 1. To  M ihgm eti. The Four laft are what they call 

Ttonrat, E l Zobou^, E l Eng\ie, and E l Coraii, and arc the /ame 
with the Benateuch o r Five Books o i  M ofet; ,The Pfalms of D tvid  ;  
T h f  Holy Gofpel j [^EngiU c o r r u p t l y , E v a n g e l i u m ]  And laflly, 
th e  A korait'pf Mahomet-, all bu t which, they fay, ?rc falfified and 
fpphiflkatcd . Of thef(f more in proper Placet.

..........O' .>t
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when God’s Command had, in this Mann«r, 
been fignified to 'Noahf he made no Delay to put 
it in Execution, with all poflible Diligence, provi» 
ding all things requilite and neceflary, as Mafter- 
Builders, Carpenters, ArchiteSs, Joyners, with 
infinite Numbtrs of Labburers, fome to cut down 
the Timber, iind others to condud it to the Sta
tion where the {a) Ark was to be built.

In ^the mean tim^ he, without giving himfelf a 
Momrat s Refpite, went about from Place to Place, 
exhorting the People to Repentance, lignifying and 
demonftrating to them their approaching Ruin and 
unavoidable Deftru6tion, with the moft terrible and 
trerfftndous Chaftifement with vAich God threat- 
ned them : He refted neither by Night nor by 
D ay 5 his Throat was hoarfe with preaching 
and admoniftimg them, in thefe, and fuch like 
Words 5 “  O wicked, vile, and mifguided People ! 

return unto your Lord, and implore his Grace, 
and your own Reftoration ; prevent and evade 
thefe dreadful impending Evils ; give Ear unto 

“  my Words; F?ar Him who created y o u ; Take 
Notice, that his Juftice is fliut up and contain- 

“  ed in this Ark, which he has commanded me 
,  “  to build, with a bloody Rod, which menaces 

your Lives, and the utter Condemnation of your

Maliometifrp Explamd. 7^

(a) That Library of Oriental Learning, Monfieur D'HerbeUt, by 
vnhpfe Authority I  go in moft refpefts, informs us, T h a t a certain 
Arabian A uthor, Ebn Abbas, \vrites, That Noah being puzled a- 
bout the Shape he was to  give his A rk, God revealed to  him in 
a D ream , tha t it muft b e ^ k e  the B el'y o f  a B ird, and that he muft 
make i t  o f the Wood o f  the T ree  the Araht call Sag, which is the 
h d itn  Plane Tree. Noib htviag  received there Orders, he planted 
fnch a Tree, which in Twenty Years T im e, grew fo big and fo tall, 
that it yielded Wood enough for hit W o rk : And an ancicnt Tradition 
•dd t, T hat during thofe Twenty Years, no Woman was deliver’d 
o f a C hild , fo that all the Infants born at th e  planting of the Tree, 
^ e re  o f Years to make their Advantage o f  iVoai’s P reach ing ; but 
they rpfufcc), as well as thofc which were older, in Nouhal

“ S&uls;



Souls: O  fhalce off frojn your Necks, the infup- 
“  portable Yoke and Bondage o f H e ll! whofe

Jaws are gaping ready to devour your Souls! ” 
Thefe were the'Expreffions he, indefatigably, repeat
ed unto them; But to no purpofej for that finful, 
hardned, and obftinate Multitude, *were both blind 
and deaf to all the pious Exhortations of the juft 
Patriarch.

The Mafter-Workmen and Architedts laboured, 
with great Diligence and theVutinoft Afllduity, to 
finilh this mighty and vaft Machine, which was full 
One hundred Years before it was compleated, from 
the time it was firft put in Agitation •, and -all 
that \<̂ hile, continued his. Admonitions to
that head-iirong Generation without ceafing : But 
the more he laboured towards th^vr Converfi- 
on, the lefs EfFeft it had upon thenv‘ ; and they 
rather anfwered him, That he lyed in all he had told 
them, fince a hundred Years were already pafl, and 
they faw no Sign o f any fuch Things, nor the 
leaft Appearance of a Flood or Deluge*, and there
fore, all that he had prophefied to them, feemed, th ^  
faid, no other than Impoftures, Lyes, and Impofli- 
bilities.

The Fabrick o f the Ark being intirely compleafed, ; 
with all the Diviflons and Appartments, neatly ac
commodated in the Infide, and well caulked and 
nailed without, that the Water might not penetrate j 
the whole Edifice appeared to be o f eiquifite Work- 
manfhip, and admirable Contrivance : It was for
med after the Manner o f a Ship j at the Prow was 
figured a Pigeon s Head, and '"the Poop reprefented 
the T a il o f a Coqk ; It contained in Length Tw elve 
Hundred Cubits (a), from the Head to the Stern, and 
Six Hundred in Breadth.

K o a b

• 74 Mahometifm Explain d.

( t )  In my Author it is mil y dor^imat varas, &c. I have heard 
it deCciibed and read ,ui other Arabic^ Books, and the Word is

always
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l^oah then went up to the higheft Part o f his new- 
built Ark, and with a lou5 and audible Voice, began 
to call together the living Creatures of the Earth 
(which o f all others were the moft neceflary for the 
Ufe o f  Mankind) that they might prefent therafelves, 
Male and Female, beforerfiim: T hey inftantly came, 
being fo comnjanded by the Lord, who ordained, that 
o f  every Kind Three Couple, with an odd Male, 
Ihould enter into the A rk, fo that o f each Sort they 
were 'Seven j althou|jh the Honoured Alcoran tells us, 
they were not fo many, and that there went in but 
one Male and one Female, and no more : I t  may be 
fo, or as'the Alcoran informs us, for that is not what 
is of the great^ft Importance t(^us. Whether the 
Number o f thofe which went in were fo many, or 
not, I fliall not difputej but thofe which did go in, 
went very regularly, and in the eiafteft Order. A  
fufficient quantity of" Stores and Provilions were pur- 
chafed and depofited in the A rk , to fuftain and nou- 
rifti them all for a wholg Year, i f  in cafe it Ihould 
happen that their Confinement therein (hould be o f 
fo long Continuance. In fine, ~Noah and his Wife, his 
Sons and their Wives, entered into the A rk, and fliut 
up the Door and the Window, which was at the Top 
tKereof; this was covered with moft clear and tran& 
parent {a) Glafs, nor had they any other Hole left 
from whence they might behold the W ate r; and this, , 
by God’s efpecial Command, was well dau^d on the 
outfide with Bitumen  ̂ or fome fuch glutinous Matter, 
for the greater Security againft the Impetuofity of 
the Tempeft.

Maliometifm Explain d- 75

always Drad, which in th a t Language is tb» A m ,  from whencc th a t 
Meafure o f theirs rcachhig from th e  Elbow to  th e  Top o f  the middle 
Finger, talces its Deaomination. The tu ilij/h  Meafure is Two Foot, 
o r very near j but the Spaaifh f'jtra  is about a Yard, as 1 am in
formed.

.(«) Itfeems there was Glafs io thofe Ag<s> if wc may sire Cre
dit to their AfTcrtioDs. ' '

■ • -  The



The People, when they  perceived that 'Noah was 
entered into the A rk, and had (hut up hiinfelf and 
his F am ily  there in / they mocked, fcoffed, and deri
ded him , and laughing, faid, “  Now thou a rt well 
“  accommodated  ̂ Now tRoa a rt mewed up in tha t 
“  Cage with brute Beafts and Animals, which, in  
** tru th , are the fitteft Company for thee. Such are 
*' the Rewards which all L yars and Impoftors ought 
“  to  receive in  Paym ent : WhWe is th y  Prophecy ? 
“  Where is even the leaft Appearance or Similitude,

nay , any  Likelihood o f i t  ? ^

O  Sovereign and CompaflTionate L o rd ! Who, “that 
confides in  th y  Divine Goodnefs, fhould ever 
defpair of th y  M ercy and moft Gracious Pardon > 
Seeing that fo m any Years thou didft defer and 
prolong the Punilhm ent o f thofe condemned and pre- 
deftinated Wretches, after thou hadft palTed Sentence 
upon them ; whilft their obt'urate H earts refufed to 
acknowledge thy Power, till the Scourge H I  upon 
them  when they leaft eipedted i t !

A fter the Ark was fhut up, God ftill detained the 
Flood o f  W aters for Seven Days ; nor in  all th a t 
Interval o f Time, was there the leaft Sign or P rofped  
o f  Storm or T em peft; mercifully with-holding His 
avenging Arm in Expedlation th a t poffibly He m ight 
difcover in tha t wicked Generation fome M erits, 
whereby His fuftice m ight w ithdraw  from them th a t 
bloody Scourge B ut a t  laft, feeing their Stubborn- 
nefs and inflexible Obftinacy h*rried them on to  
th e ir  Deftiny, and th a t no H um an Means were ca
pable o f  fbftning their O bduracy, or diverting their 
Sentence (I  m ean that dreadful Stroke, the Unives- 
fal Deluge, w ith  which he had threatned them ) A t 
length, I  fay , weary w ith Expeflation, He ftretchcd 
out H is ftiarp and deftroying Sword.

Now
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Now the C atarads o f  the Heavens are opened, 
the Bofoms of the Clouds are  ren t afunder, and the 
"Waters (a) gufh out of the E arth  ; all the Rivers 
overflow, and the Seas exceed their Bounds, advanc
ing with moft anjazing Fury and Violence : And cer* 
ta in  i t  is, it  would hav« been m uch worfe, and the 
whole U niverfe would have been in tirely  fwallowed 
up, paft Recovery, had not Gabriel, by  God’s Com
m and, pu t certain Lim its thereto.

Thd People who y/ere m arked out for D eftrud ion , 
began now to be forrowful and afflided, and to  fear 
the great approaching Chaftifem ent: Now they groan, 
and a re ' difm ayed, their Courage fails them , and 
they* give themfelves over for loft : Some ru n , in  
Hopes to efcape  ̂ others c ry  out a t Sight of the out
rageous Tei^pefl: N othing is heard but Sighs, Groans 
and L am en^tions, and every Place is filled w ith 
W eeping, Anxiety, and bitter Complaints. The im» 
petuous Waves furioufly enter in to  every HoHfe, and  

.c a rry  aw ay the tender Infants, whofe wretched, d i t  
confolate M others m iferably tear their Breafts and 
Faces, following their beloved Children and, hold
ing them dead and breathlefs in their Arms, call 
and beckon to  their wicked Fathers and H ufbandstp 
come to their Affifta^nce j but they are prevented, by  
the  univerfal C alam ity from affording them any Suc
cour, and fo are in  th a t lamentable M anner drowned, 
clofely embracing their unhappy, guiltlefs Babe*.

—  I ■! ■■■■... ■ I _  I ■! I I  ■ ii,i

(a ) Mahomet in his Alforan iritrodures God, faying, When the Ttmt 
we had appointed fo r  the o f Men, mat come, and the Oven be
gan to boil vp, i n i  run ovfr.*rhis Oven, in Arabicli, is called Tannour, and 
differs from the common Ovens, which they call fo«rn, pi. Froun, 
for it has a narrow opening a t the T op , and is generally m^de of 
Stone. This fort o f Oven, the Mabometant fay, Eve made ufe o f to  
bake her Bread, which came by Inheritance from Patriarch to  Pa
triarch down to Koth, and from this O ven, they fay, the W aters o f 
the Deluge began firft to flow, as it were, boiling over, which 
agrees with the Opinion o f the Rabbiet, who aSirm the W aters o f 
the Deluge were /bof and boiling. See D 'H erbtkt in h in h , &c,

• '  .  ^ o w
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H ow  m any b itter Deaths ̂ i d  thofe W retches fufFer 
a t  once ! The forrowful M other beholding her deareft 
D aughter perifli before her E y e s ; the Wife her Hus
band fink in her Sights the Brothers their Sifters, and 
the afflifted F ather the Son he doated on j the Son 
hangs upon his Father, arfd both go to  the Bottom , 
and are drowned Face to  Face. In  e te ry  Place mi- 
ferable Outcries o f  I  J in k ! 1  drown { were to be 
heard, and of, vainly, imploring Succour. The Foun
dations of the Edifices are looiened, and the Houfes 
fall, overwhelming their Owners, and all their pom
pous and coftly Furn iture j the A rk was already en- 
compaffed w ith the P lanks, & c. of thofe ruinated 
Buildings. t . •

In  the mean while, thofe who were the wifeft, or 
a t  leaft the moft dcfirous of L ife, om itted nothing 
they  imagined m ight be conducive to  their Safety *, 
fome get up on the Tops of Hills, others on the 
higheft Towers; fome afcend into the largeft Trees, 
th a t they m ight hold by the Boughs, where, throng
ing  in M ultitudes, and clinging one to  the other, 
they  all fell together, and perifti. Thofe who were 
in  the lofty  Towers, and on the fiigheft M ountains, 
b y  Degrees, retreat to the moft elevated Eminencies 
thereof, but to  very little  Purpofe.; for now the W aters 
purfue and give chace to  them on all Sides, till they 
were drove and reduced to the ntm oft Pinacles and 
Tops to  feek an im aginary Refuge, where the Stronger 
exerted their Force and Cruelty towards the Weaker, 
m ounting up upon them, every one endeavouring what 
he pofllbly could, to prolong his Life, and to be the 
laft that ftiould die : But, a as! t,ow vain  and fruit- 
left are all the Efforts o f thofe miferable H om icides! 
They undergo a  I'houfand Deaths in one, beholding 
their neareft Friends, their Parents, Brothers, Sifters, 
Wives and Children, ftruggling in the remorfeleft 
W ares, wherein they are devoured j and yet all this 
is not enough to  induce them to be refigned willingly 
to  p a rt w ith  the  feeble Remains of their fiery rebeUU

cut
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m  Breath : B at no tw ithftlnd ing  all they could do to  
delay  theif certain and ine’trifahle Perdition, the  grim  
G)nqueror confronts them, ftaring them , vifibly, in  
the Face, and already  makes th fir Beards (a) trem- 
hie : They hav6 rtibW no Sa^duary  rem aining to  refort 
to , no t one Stg? more tc^afcerrf, but are overtaken 
and reduced to^their lateft Gafps.

K o mention is fitiade now o f  the Beafts and A ni
mals o f the Earth, either W ild or Domeftick, they 
having long fince peiilhed 5 only the Inhabitants 
the A ir, the Birds add Fowls, for fome tim e fupport- 

, ed themfelves on thofe Wings N ature  had provided 
them  witti, but they could naf long fubfift, or fuftain 
themfelves under the Vehemency o tjth a t  tempeftuou* 
Storm, which fo terrifying and violent, th a t 
w hat viritTi F ear, and w hat with a long continued 
M otion, they w ere a t length tired  and fpent, an d  
how high fodver they flew, the Terripeft and Wave* 
ftill overtooli themt.

■the W aters were advanced F o rty  Cubits above 
tfie Tops o f the higheft M ountains, and all Crea
tures which had Life were annihilated ( i)  and 
ned^ except thofe which I above hinted to have been 
preftrved in  the A rk : Thofe indeed were iUumittated 
w ith  the hight cA the G reat Mahomer, i. e. w ith

• th a t Branch o f if, vi4»ich was then in the PofTeflion 
o f  the Jaft 5m , exceeding the M oon in Brightnefs.

T he Rain had continued to pour dow n w ithonl 
Interm ilfion for the fpace o f  F o rty  D ays and F o fty  
N ights, and One H undred and Fifteen D ays the E arth  
rto iained  in tire ly  covered w ith W ate r; T h is ftupeo-

(4) A very ufual Expreffioa hi Arabick,» to fay, Fern m»k«» 
ment Betrds tremble; aad not unctmiraoil in Sfain.

Here feems to  be m eant tha t N otion o f  the?rs. T hat the 
Graves of the Wicked are dark, whereas thofe o f the R igh tco iu ira  
giorioufly enlightned. Hence that frequent Eenediftion of the 
Arabt, for any F a v o r  rccejted  ■, ASdb antic Pbou f t  Cabric, God 
gran t yon Light in your SniTc.' »

4 dons
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ous Deluge began on th e ' Seventeenth D ay  o f the 
Moon (a) Rejep, which is* the Seventeenth o f  Apri/f 
according to  the  Account o f  the Chriftians ( b ) .

The A rk  continued in  M otion, according to  the 
exa^efl Com putation, full Six Moons, and then i t  
rafted on the holy and njemorable D ay  o f AJhora 
(  c \  which is the T en th  o f the M oon Muharam^ upon 
th a t  M ountain o f A rm m a  ( d \  fo much celebrated

through-

go Mahometifm Explain ct.

(a) Rejef, or A r]m  (as it is callcd by (ome) it the Third Month,
or rather Moon, in the Y ear; reckoned Sacred by the An
cient Heathen Idolatrous Arabs, being one of the Foiir in which 
they were forbid making W a r ; the other Three I  (hall menti
on in another P la c e . I t  is by the Modem Mahometans in ’̂ewife 
held in fome Deference. The Word imports J^fffH ed  and Ifo- 
fim ed , aod is the proper Name of many Men.

o
(b) For la cuentt nazara, Cfe. N a ftra  is the Pjufal Number o f 

Hafarani, by which Name the Mahometans call thel CbrtftUvs i a t 
much as to  fay, Naxantes, or Na\aretns, The Eaftern Writers 
gave thi^Name to the Greeks, See. by way of Anticipation, long 
before our Saviour’s Time, o f  which D’fitrbelot gives fereral In- 
ftanccs, too long te  be inferted, and not very material.

(c) Mobaram is the firfl Moon of the Arabian Year, the lo th  
Day of which is called Afhara or Afhoitrt, which in both Hebrem 
and Arabic^ fignifics, Ten or Tenth, On this Day the mofl fora* 
pulous Mahometans eenerally FaA, which was a Cuflom among the 
Idolatrous Ar»bs before Ifltm ifm  was known, which they fay, w u  
on the Accoupt of the Ark’s refting, and NoaVi entrance, and-going 
out from thence, which happened all on that Day. How they can 
make this out, 1 IhaD not pretend to  determine, but leave it to 
others-, nor isfcarce any one unacquainted, that their Year is Lunar. 
Befides the Regard the Mahometavt have for this Day, the Perfians, 
and all other Followers of AIR (Mahomet’s Son-in Law, Husband 
to  the Impoflor’s only Daughter Fatimak and his Cou(in Germain, 
being the Son of his Uncle Abou Takb) have a particular Reafon to  
obferre it, becaufe 'Houjftin, the Second Son of ABi, was thea 
killed at the Battle of KerbtU-, they therefore yearly celebrate the 
Memory of his Death, with Fafts, pompous Funerals, Lamentatiom 
and difmal Songs. The Hiftory o f  that Prince, fee in Mr.

V ol.l.

The Name the Arabians give this Mountain, is, Gieudii I t  
is in the Country of Moujfal or IH tr K sbith, otherwlfe, by the T u r \i

.  a m
C » -i* '



throughout: the W orld. F o rty  D ays after th a t, the 
high Hills 6egan to  difcover their lo fty  Heads, as a 
Signal that the W aters were abated  ̂ and then a Token 
appeared in the F irm am ent of Three differerit Colours, j  
Red, ( a )  Blueilh and Green, which, by its  Afpedt^'^ 
/ignihed and ‘ denoted Blood, Death, and Hope:
O f thofe Three'Colours, the Green was the principal 
or moft predom inant, which ftiewed, that the Efftdts 
o f the other Tw o had ceafed. This is the Sign which 
a t this Day is difcovered to us in the Bow we behold 
in  the Sky, when the thick Clouds are expelled after

• R ain. T w a s  F o rty  D ays more before they in the  
A rk  opened their G afs W indow, and then fent forth 
a  Crow to fee the  Land, and in  w*at Condition the 
W orld had remained. The Crow departed, and flewr 
tow ards the^high M ountains, to which moft o f the 
People had retired, where finding fuch vaft Numbers 
o f Carca/Tes^ he was deflrous of feeding upon fuch 
plentiful Prey, fo (/») that he returned no more with the

ijr expected

called D i a r b i l ^ r  in M e ^ t f o u m i a , a t the Foot wliereof, is a Hitl 
called Thtmanin and Corda. There are the Gordhn Mountains, 
which the Scripture c»\h Ara’-at. There is a Tradition among the 
Twif!, That the Ark refted on a Mountain in /irm enit, which is bjf

• them named Bermac D»ihi, or the Mounrain o f  the Finger, from 
its Shape; where they affirm, the Remains of the Ark arc dill to
be feen. See B'/Jerbelot in (iiouJ. *

(a) The Word is GkilJada, which is in Spjnifh, Sky-colour Blue.’

C b J  I chufe this Place, to hint a very odd Notion of theirs con
cerning the Crow, which I never yet fou/id mentioned by any 
Author, and may therefere, per|iaps, not be unaceeptalile to 
fome o f my Readers. They general y affit m. That thofe Birds were 
W hite, and fome fay, they bccame Black for not returning to the* 
Ark; But the more General Opinion, is this^ The Prophet Jefign- 
ing to propagate his Holy Religion, and encouragc the Profeffors 
thereof, as much as polTible, called the Crow (who, it feems, then 
exceeded the Snow in Whitencfs) and delivered to him the B trA *
(or Bletfinji') of Riches^ under his Right Wing, and the EmlU (o r  
Curfe) of Lice, under his Left, with a flrift Injunflion to  caft the 
firft on the B e l i e v e r s ,  and the other OQ the Chrift^nt or V a b c i i e v e r s  j

• 'bur
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eipedled Anfwer. W hen JVoab faw he came not, the 
next M orning he let fly a Pigeon, the which came 
back in  the Evening, and brought a  green Olive- 
branch j and the next Week he fent her again a Se
cond T im e, but then (he returned not \ by which 
Noah was certified, that tfie W aters “were confained 
and  dried u p ; And although he might have then 
gone forth, yet he would n o t ; but waited for Leave 
from  his Lord to  go out, as he had done a t his En- 
tranc#. A t laft, when God was pleafed to perm it it, he 
and his Com pany, that is, his Fam ily , made their 
Departure out o f the A rk on the fame IJay  th ey  
entred therein, having fully and e ia d ly  compleated 
a  Y ear. They joyfully, and with great Sincerity, ren
dered Praifes and Thankfgivings to  the A lm ighty, 
w ho had fo gracioufly and bountifully vouchfafed to 
deliver them from fueh eminent Perils-

Noah then offered as a Sacrifice, thdfe Birds and 
Beafts which he had obferved,in the A rk, to be uncou
pled, or odd ones; and God laid his BlelTing upon 
him  and his Com pany, th a t they  might anew in- 
creafe and m ultip ly  Humane kind ■, and ordained, 
th a t all Creatures fhould affemble together, and obey 
his Commands in  whatfoever he fhould require o f 
them. He commanded the Herbs, P lants and Trees, 
to  bring forth their F ru its  in the greateft Abundance, 
and th a t the W orld fhould be Peopled better than it 
wa* before.

82 Mahometift^i EyplamJ.

but the Knayith Cro», malicionfly, of otherwifc, made an unlucky 
Blunder, beftowing on the Fahhfkl, the Curfr, inftcad of the 
Blejfing. This they fpmmonly tell TravcHets, i f  they upbraid them 
w ith their Ltufrnffs, to  which they are fxtremcly f u b j^ .  I  fpcak 
o f the J r a i t  and AfricMt, who dwell abroad in Tents. Nothing 
is more common among all the Arabiant in general, when they re
commend any Thing to another’s Care, than this Expreflion, Am tn't 
el G’n b  el Khahat, that i». The Trnft t f  the Blacl Cr$w, as if they 
faid, g^mmbcr b»w the Crow ftrv’d for Bretcb o f Truft,

 ̂ ‘ . The
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T he Flood being over, the E arth  a t Peace, and all 
Creatures recovered from the general Confterdation j 
Noah called together his Sons, and faid unto th e m } 
“  Beloved Sons, Remember thefe my Words, with 
“  which I admonifh you for the Health of your Souls: 
“  Retain always in  yoilt Memories the  late paft 

' Juftice which your Lord has executed upon thofe 
"  mifguided and deluded People j and that his Scourge 
“  is ftill in  his H and, whicn is lifted up to  chaftife 
“  thofe who keep not his Precepts; H im  alone it is 

you are to  worlhip and adore  ̂ H im  who adm its 
“  o f no Equal or Companion j He it is who gives 
“  you Life, and prolongs i t ;  ’tis H e who fuftains and 
“  nourifties his Creatures  ̂ and H# it is alone, who 
“  commands and governs all Things. Love and 
“  cherifh oi^e p o th e r  with a fervent AfFedion and 
“  Conftancy and in fo doing, your Deeds fliall ftiine 

before him, and your Fields and Flocks fhall pro- 
“  duce you Riches and Subftance, with Bleflings 

and Abundance; And fp the Lord’s Benediflion and  
“  mine be upon you .” To his Son Sem (which was 
he who had inherited the Light from him ) he, in par
ticular, addrefTed h im fe lf; and in the fam e M anner 
as Adam, lieretofore, had done fo his Son Seth, he re- 
colnmended that efpecial G ift to his Care.

A fter m any Years were paft, and the defart, fbli- 
ta ry  W orld began, in fome Meafure, to be re-peopled, 
the Inhabitants were difperfed in  feveral rem ote 
and diflant Parts, whither the good Noah made fre
quent Peregrinations, encouraging and exhorting the  
People to till, fow, and cultivate the Earth. H is 
venerable Prefence wiifed in them ftich an Em ulation, 
tha t they  ardently  ftrove to  excel one the other in  
Buildings, and fuch like Occupations; as alfb in  
the Knowledge of the Motions and Courfes o f the P la
nets. H e gave the firft O riginal to the Invention o f  
W eights and Meafures, and aU the other Sciences re- 
quifite to  the furthering the  mutual Traffick and

G 2 Cor-
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Correfpondence o f M ankind, a t lc»ft thofe which 
were of the greateft Neceflity and Importance.

I t  happened one D ay , that among other Experi
ments he made, he gathered fome ripe Bunches of 
Grapes, which grew on neighbouring V ine; and 
p rd ling  out the Juice, he drank plentifully thereof^ 
being delirous to  know w hat that, and all other 
F ru its  and Plants, would produce: H aving drank 
this, he, prefently after, -Was deprived o f his Speech 
and Senfes, to fuch a Degree, that, w ith  a violent 
Q ualm  and Loathing in his Stomach, he fell to the 
Ground. “  This feems evidently to confirm the Opini- 
“  on of thofe, who hold, that this was the Fruit which

Eve eat of.” 'TJpon this, a Grandfon (a )  d f  his 
chanced to come to the Place where his good Grand
father lay , in fuch an indecent Pofturs. that he beheld 
his Private Parts, which were bare, w ithout any thing 
to  conceal th em ; and, inftead o f covering them , with 
im m oderate Laughter, he haftily called his Father 
j^ajed^ who, together w ith" him , greatly  fcoffed a t, 
and  derided the H oly  P a tria rch ; ’till at laft Sem came, 
and niodeftly hiding his Face, he concealed the Na-

64 Mahomctifm} Explain d.

(4) W hatfoe»er Books our Author has confultcd for this, he fecms 
t o  be ?ery m uch out in his C hronology, by the R eijtions I have 
heard m y felf, and by what F find w ritten by their ow n D oflors. 
B y  this Grandfon he may be fuppofed to  m ean, Caanan or C a m a n , 
th e  Son o f  H am , whom  the Author o f  the T a r k b  Thabari, fays, Noah 
curfed, together w ith his Father wherein jie fwerves n ot much 
from  Holy W rit. He adds, T hat by V irtue o f  th ii C urfe, Ham w js  
n o t only made fubjet^ to h ii Brothers, but that the Colour o f  his 
Flefli was cha iged and becom e B lack ; and that when Noah beheld  
th is fu d d e n  and furprizing A lteration, h cw as m oved to Com pafllon, 
and prayed to  God to  grant, that his Brothers m ight have P ity  and  
A ffeftion  to  h im j which Interccffion o f  his was heard ; for tliough  
th e  Pofterity of titm are Slaves in a ll Parts o f  the W orld , yet they  
are  generally fought after, and ufcd w ith Hum anity and Tendcrnefs. 
T his I rem em ber to  have heard read out o f  th e  aforefaid A uthor, 
and  is likew ifc repeated  in a manner K e rb m m  in V ’Herbeloty under  
th e  N am e H m  beH //luh . They fay, ^as d o  th e  ^ew s)  That 
th e  Thicknefs and Largenefs o f  the N egroes Lips, proceed from H am 'i 
thrufU og o u t and ejf r n d io g  h is, when he m ocked his Father.

kednefs



kedners o f  hisi venerable Parent w ith his M antle : 
This he did w i^  great Refpefl: and Reverence, re
buking his Brothers for their Ihamelefs and undutiful 
Laughter and Derifion.

When Koah  came to fcimfelf, and was recovered 
. from his pafti F it of Drunkenncfs, and underftood 

how he had been fcofFed and laughed a t, he was ex
trem ely  incenfed againft his Son Jafed-, infomuch, 
that he curfed him , and laid a M ark upon him , d iP  
inheriting and depriving him  of the Pofleflion o f an y

• o f  his acquired Goods and Subftance, or ot his Grace 
and BenMiclion. From  hence the facred (a )  Suntta 
deprijres and difinherits the difobedj^nt Son, from the 
enjoying his Fatfier’s Riches and Proteftion, fo tha t 
he whp honours not his Parents, (hall enjoy none of 
their PofTelTiSnS."""

The Curfe o f 'Noah was fo penetrating and exten- 
five, that i t  will endure in this W orld ’till its final 
l.)iflolution, and whilft tW e  rem ain Creatur«s upon 
whom it m ay take EfFe£l, on the Lineage ^nd Pofte- 
r ity  o f J a jed ; for fhey, among all other Natiw is, fliall 
be diftinguiftied by their disfigured and difcoloured 
Conntenances. From  him are delcended the Negroes

* and the Macbuches, {b )  wlwfe obfcure and difinal

Mahometifpi Explamd. %

(« )  SomAh is the Narae o f  a Book, am ong th e M d m e tm s  held in  
th s  highcft Veneration. T his AruiUk  W ord , properly, fignifies what 
the Hebrem  call Mijlmah, the Stcond Law, or  th? Oral or Verbal 
L aw , which was nor w rit by the L cgiflator; but only raken from  
wiiat he Paid or d id , and pftferved  by Tradition from  Hand to  Hand 
by Ferfoos in A uthority. T he plural N um ber o f  this W ord is  
Sonan or Sunert, and fsveral Mabometan DoftorS have given this T itle  
to  their W orks, w herein th ey  gather a ll that is Obligatory or o f  
Precept in th e  Mabometan Law, though it be not cxprefly command
ed in ih e  Aiecraa. See D'Herbeiot in Sonnah,

( i )  D e f le  tomaroD principb los Machuches a qnien ILusan Io» 
N egros, ^ c .
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Complexions, they  inherit from tk :ir  (<2) Original 
Anceftor who hacT his Colfflur changed i'roin
■U'hite in to  Black, when he loft tllat Grace and Per- 
feftion which he, at firft, enjoyed. All that he loft, 
revolved upon Sem, who by his laudable and vertuous 
Behaviour, obtained great Praife, and became the 
mofl: perfect in all commendable Qiialifications. This 
was he, whom the ja f t I f  a, or Jejus^ a t the Petition o f 
the Ifrael'aes^ raifed from the Grave, from whence he 
came moft flrangely disfigured  ̂ his Beard and 
H ead being half Black and half W hite  ̂ he imagining, 
th a t the D ay of Judgm ent was come, and' tha t he 
was called to render Account of his Adions."

O f  this Se/», jyas born (b ) Arfahan^ from .whofe 
N am e the Hebrew Language firft*had its O riginal: 
F rom  him defcended fa/ai/e, and from thepce the 
L/£ht palTed to Sareg, o f whom was^bc'gotten Argou^ 
and from him \t was changed to Tareh or { c )  Terah.

This

^6 Mahomctifm Explain'd,

( a )  This is the grratt A Error t find m y Author gu ilty  of, through
ou t h^s w hole W ork', tor here he, unaccountably,confounds both  
th e  Pofterities, making thofe o f  Ham and J.iphet to  be but one and 
th e  fame ; w herein he deviates from the general Opinion o f  all thofc  
o f  his Perfuafion, who all agree, that the b lack s are defcended from  
f itm .  T heir univerfal N otion is. That all G ood proceeded from  
Shem̂  and th» contrary, 1 ir.ean all pernicious d e ftiu ftiv e  Genera- 
<ions, from Jifhe t, whom  they hold to  be A’o/ib’s eldeft Son, By  
thefe E vil Generations, they mean th e  SeythUns, Turks, Tartarr, 
Gottf, F in d  Ills, and, in fine, all the N orthern N ations, which hav- 
fince over-run all A f i i  and Emoft. His W ord Machutket, certainly  
is intended for Gi^ and Afjgae, which in Artbick  is Tigiouit and Ma- 
giouge. V ’Herbeiot treats la tgely  o f  th is, under £hp Names Konb, 
^ajeih let! No/ih, Jigifuie wa Mdgmie, 8^,

0>) For this and tiv: following Names, look back in the Genê - 
logy, p. 64.

(c) o f  this Tireh, whom  th ey  make to  be  A b n b m ’s Grandiather, 
take w hat I m eet w ith  in D'Herbelot, under th e  Nam e Aktham. 
Ke hat it th u s ; Abraham, whom  the Arabs ca ll Ebrtbim, the Per- 
f  ans and Ibrahim, according to  T ia r i^  JUbniekbeb, was th?
iieB o f  Axar, and (kandfoa  o f  ; I t  isg en era lly  concluded, that



f

This was the F ather of ^ z a r ,  that famous Idolater, 
upon whom Godwras, m yft«rioufly, pleafed to  fix the 
Sacred, H ereditary j but for what Reafon He alone 
Icnows, for no M ortal can dive into H is Secrets^ and 
although, as to what concerned the Rites o f Religion, 
and the Ceremonies we oi^ght to p rad ife  in  this H u
m ane Life, he f a s  an U nbeliever, y e t in his Adions 
lie was, otherwife, a  good M oralift. Abraham was 
the Son of this M a n : O bferve the Difference! For 
though the Father was an impious Idolater, the 
Son was abundantly replenifhed with Grace. O n 

, this Account, the H oly Alcoran tells us, “  T h a t 
“  God caufes the Dead to  proceed from the Living, 

the L iving from the Dead from a ju ft M an 
comes an Infidel,’ who begets a Getierafion, as E sar  
fprung from  Terab, and from Ezar^ fuch a Patriarch 
^s Abraham  ̂•whofe notable Deeds require fome Refpite 
and Refrefhment, to  enable me to fing them ; for m y  
Voice is now too much tired  to  begin fo great an U nder
taking.

Maliometifm Explah^d, 87̂

Mofes's Tareb, was th e  ^ :^ «ro fth e  Arabs, becaufe, according to  the  
H tbttw  T e x t  o f  Genefis, that Patriarch was the Sea o f  Tareb i 
for in all Mthometan Hiftories, Abraham is called the Son o f  A^ar; 
Y e^ it appears, th a t the Arabt d o  not m ean the fame Perfon by  
tbofe T w o Nam es, fince Tareb is by them  m ade Abraham's Grandfather. 
Had our C hronologifts, w ho have taken fo much Pains to  reconcile  
th e  Epocba of Abrahum's Tranfm igration, w ith  the Years o f  h is A ge , 
and the Death o f  Tareb^ been acquainted with th is G enealogy o f  tho  
Arabians, perhaps they would not have needed to  fly to  a Second 
Tranfm igration o f  the patriarch, n o t m entioned in Scripture; and  
th ey  m ight eafily folve all their D ifficulties, by adm itting o f  T w o  
Ttrebs, one o f  w hich, called alfo A^ar, was Facher, and the other  
Grandfather, Co Abraham^ which ij not repugnant to  Scripture.

V :
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C H A P.' IV. 

The H I S T O R Y  o / A B R A k A M .
« .

Nimrod’j Prophetick Dream comerning Abraham. 
H is  Idolatry and Cruelty. Abi’aftamV Birth , 
H e  is cajl out by his M other into a Cave. H is  
miraculous Frefervation there. H is early Kjiow- 
ledge o f God, hy D iv ine  In jfira tion. Is perfe^ 
cuted hy hU idolatraa-s Parents^ and hy the impi
ous Nimrod. Dejtroys the Idols in  Babylon, 
and if cajl into a prodigious Pile of Fire, out o f  
an Engine made hy the D ev il. That monjlrous 
f i r e  defcrih^d. The Jnge l  Gabriel defends 
and pr^ferves him . S ic . Nimrod’i miferahle 
D eath, ^ c .

T R E A T  next of Him , whofeSuperna
tu ra l Endowments were liich, that they 
would rather inclir.e us to imagine him  
of Heavenly, than E arth ly  E xtraftion ; 
Thofe from whom he received his Biifth 
being not, in the leaft, w orthy the Nam e 

o f  Parents having caft him out, and abandoned him 
to  the Care of Providence, before he had well feen the 
L ight. Who, in Fourteen Days after his B irth , was in- 
Ip ired  with fo iincommop a Portion o f  Divine Grace,



th a t he attained , i J  th a t moft tender Age, to  the true 
and perfeft Knowlelge of the Om nipotent Creator and  
Suftainer o f the H a v e n s , and their M otions: He, who 
inftead o f thofe Blandifhments, and tha t tender Care' 
pradtifed throughout the whole W orld, in  the nourifh- 
ing and breeding, up C h ild ^n  in their Infancy, had 
Stones thrown a?  him by his inhumane, wicked, and 
deteftable Parents, who, by the Ties o f N a tu ra l Af- 
feai.o'n, ought to have been more careful of Jiis Pre- 
fervation : Y et they, not having the F ear o f  God be
fore their Eyes, mofl cruelly perfecuted him , and, in 

Ithe end, delivered him up into the Power o f  his m ortal 
and implacable Enem y, the impious A ' b y  whom 
he was com m itte4 to  the Fire. Tj^is ever-famous 
Perfon was the moft holy  and juft Abraham, whofe 
Mother was no fooner Delivered o f  him, but fhe car
ried him to a frightful, obfcure Cave, in a defart 
unhofpitable M ountain, that he m ight efcape the 
Sword o f  that Idolatrous and Blood-thirfty K ing 
l^imrod^ of whom fuch in ^ rn a l and diabolical T ranf- 
aflions are recorded.

This Monfter was terrib ly  frightened in ^ Dream 
b y  a Vifion of Hell, whereby his guilty  Confrience 
became fo infupportable to him , th a t he could take no 

,  mariner o f Reft ; In  this horrible Villon it was re
vealed to  him, th a t the Hour approached in  which 
a Male-child Ihould be born, who would overthrow 
all his Falfe Gods, and abolifti his abominable Ido
latries.

W e muft take Notice, T h a t this fame wicked King 
had, not long before, iffued out a Proclamation, ex
prefly ordaining, cojpmanding, and compelling all 
his Subjefis, w ithout Exception or Diftindtion, to 
refort to  his Palace, and to fall dt)wn and worfhip 
him •, and to  pay the fame Adorations to him, that a re  
due to the M oft H igh and Supreme Creator, and to 
none but H im  a lo n e ; whilft he himfelf, impioufly, 
and prefumptuoufly, worfhipped and fell down before 

Idols, and Images made o f  W ood, Stone,
^ n d
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and M etals •, among the which, was one, in particiir 
Jar, that was moft richly cloathedln Gold, and pomp- 
poufly adorned w ith precious jewels •, This Idol s 
N am e was 'leraq.

{a )  The aforefaid Dream or Vifion, had fo great 
an  Influence upon this idolatrous hnd vicious King, 
th a t he immediately caufed all the^ Southfayers and 
Magicians throughout his whole Dominions, to be

afTembled

90 M ahom etifm  E x p la in  d ,

{») N ot to depend, intirely, upon the Credit o f thfs my A uthot, 
and likewife to  let the Readers fee, th a t he does net invent thefe 
Fables himfelf ■, I thoug,ht fie to  tranfcribe thi^ Scory o f  Abraham, 
as I find i t  trann»*ed by M onfuur D’Her,bekr, out o f s »  Arabic^ 
Book, entitled El DAaalem; and fince it contains many notable 
Circumflasces, as alfo fome Variations from th^t of my Spani/h 

.JHocr, I  hope it will not be unacceptable to  th :  Curious. Ih e fc
are the very Words.----------“  Nimrod, the Son o f Cbtnntn, thought
“  to  be the fir<l King after the Flood, refided in Babjlon, which 
“  C ity  he himfelf had built. Thjs Prince, in a Dream, faw a Star 
*“ rife above the Horizon, whofe Light darken’d that of the Sun $ 
“  and having confulted his Magicians about ic, they all unanimoully 

agreed, that a Child would be born in B i b j h v ,  who, in a ftiort 
T im e,, would become a great Prince •, whom there was g reat 

“  Reafon to  fear, though he was not yet begotten. Ntmrod, in a 
“  F right, immediately order’d, th a t the Men (hould be parted 
“  from their Wives, and appointed an Officer to  every Ten Houfes, 
“  to Tiinder them from feeing one anot'ier. one of the* Prin-
“  cipal Men o f  Nimnd's C ou rt, and his Son-in-Law, deceived his 
“  Guards, and Ijy a Night w ith his Wife, whofe Name was Adna, 
“  The next Day the Southfayers, who, during this Tim e, made 
“  their Obfcrvations every Moment, came to Nimrod, and told 
“  him, T hat the Child, with which he was threaten’d, was begot 
“  th a t very N ig h t; for which Reafon, he order’d all the Women 
“  with Child to  be flriftly obferv’d, and all the Male Children they 
“  brought forth, to be put to  Death. Aetna, (hewing no Tokens 
“  o f  being with Child, was not taken Korice of^ fo that, when ihc 
“  was near her T itne, fbe had the Opportunity of going ou t of 
“  T ow n, to be deliver’d \ as (he was, in a Cave, and haviog Ihut 
“  it  up a re fu lly , (be return’d to  the City, where flic told her 
“  Husband, (he had been deliver’d of a Son, who died as foon as 
“  born. However, (he went often to the Cave to vi(it her C hild ,
“  and to give it fuck ■, but (he always found him fucking his Fingers- 
“  Ends, one of whifh gave him Milk, and the other Honey. Sljc 
“  waj much afloniflied a t  this Miracle, and no Icfj overjty’d, per-

'  ‘•/cc iv lfi|,
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aflemblcd together it his C apital  ̂ and upon a folemn 
t-C onfu lta tion , it  w k  finally fefolved, T hat, w ithout 
4  Delay or ExceptioiJ all tlie new-born Infants Ihould
I  be put to the SwOrd. Which inhumane E d ia  was 

inftantly  put in Execution, and performed by his 
^ M inifters of In iquity , w itkout the leaft R em orfe ; 
-' infomuch that thts deluded and Blood-thirfty T y ra n t 
. (for fear he Ihould mifs of the right one m eant in the 

Vifion, and m iraculoufly preferred  in  the Defart 
' M ountain) thought to  make fu re o fh im , by  caufing 

the Throats of Twelve thoufand Innocents to be cut.
• But
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“  ceiving, that Providencc took carc to  nourifti her Child, and 
“  ftie had no m ore 'O cafion  to  make any ProTifion for him ; Y et 

flie could not Ibrbcar feeing him fom etim es; and (he perceiv’d, 
“  that lie grew as much in a Day, as other (.hildren did in a Month. 
“  Scjrce Fifteen Moons were part, when her Son appear’d to  her 
“  like a Lad of'F ifteen  Years of Age, and he not been yet out o f 
“  the Cave, when A d n a  told T hat the Son (he had been de- 
“ 'liv e r’d of, and had made him btlieve was dead, was now living, 
“  and of a very uncommon Beauty and Comermefs. A^ar repairing 
“  to  the Cave, and having feen his Son, bad A d n a  bring him to  
“  Town, intending toprtfient him to Nimrod, that he might be ad- 
“  vaoc’d, and fettled a t C ourt. At Night A d m  went for him, and 
“  )c4  him through a Meadow, where Cows, Horfes, Camels, and 
1“  Sheep were grazing ; A b r a b t m , who had never ften any living

I  Creature, befides his Father and M other, ask’d the Names o f  all
^ “  tho(e Things he beheld, and A in a , told him the Names, Qualities,

“  and life  o f every Thing he inquired about. A b r a h t m  ask’d again, 
“  W ho had made all thofe feveral Kinds of C reatures ? A d n a  faid,

t “  There is nothing in this W orld, but has its Creator and its Lord,
“  upon whom it has its Dependance. Abraham reply’d , W ho is it

I  I •* then, tha t brought m e into the World ? And on whom do I  de-
pend ? I t  is 1, anfwered the Mother. W ho is your Lord, faid 

: “  Abrabim  ? Axar your F ather, faid (he. Abraham a;.k’d her,
I “  W ho was his Father’s Lord ? And being told, i t  was Nimrod, he

wa^then defirous to  know. W ho was N im rtd 'sU ird i His Mother 
j “  finding herfelf too far prefs’d, faid j You muft not be fo inqui-
' “  fitive, my C hild ; i t  may be o f a dangerous Confequence to  you.

“  A t that Tim e, there were feveral Sorts o f Idolaters in Cba/dea, 
“  where Nimrod reign’d : Some adored the Sun, others th e  Moon, 
V and the Stars •, (ome fell down before Statues, in which they ac- 

> koowlcdged fomc Deity j and, in fine, many own’d no other God



But to return to  our foHtary anndiftrefled Innocent: 
"When N ight approacfisfl, and he jfcgan to be pinched 
w ith  H unger, having as y e t, fin® his Birth, tafted no 
Suftenance,theAngelGi?6/7<r/ defcenJed, and putting the 
C hild’sTwo Fingers into its Mouth,i^ received'a full and

------------------------------------------------ i ----------------------- -
“  but Nimrod. Abrahtm, going by Night from his Cave to  the 
“  Town, faw, and took Notice o f ilic S ta r s a n d ,  among the reft, 
“  in particuUr, tiiat o f rentti, which w^s by many ad o red ; and 
* ' faid to hiiTifelf; P«rhaps, th a t is the God and Lord o f the W oild ! 
“  But fom eTim e after, upon Second Refleftions, he Taid; 1 per- 
“  ceive, that Star fets, and vanifhes, fo that it cannot be the Lor«l 
“  of the W o rld ; for He cannot be fuhjeft to  fuch » Change ! He 
“  afterwards look’d upon the Kull Moon, and concluded as he had 

done of Vonu ;*but feeing her defcend.to the Horizon>,'and dif- 
“  appear, he made the fame Conclution, »s o f the faid Star. Hav- 
“  ing fpent all the rcl^of the Night in fuch like Thoughts, he was 
“  near Babylon by Sun-ritlng ; and there bcheldtabundancs of Peo- 
“  pie fall down, and worlhip that Luminary; whereupon he con- 

je ftu r’d, as he had done before; ’till feeing him decline ;ikc the 
others, he faid. That could not be his C reator, his God, or his 

“  Lord, any more than the reft. When Ajar prefented his Son 
“  Abrtbtm to Nintro!/, th a t Prifii e was fitting on a lo f ty T h n tf c ;  
“  about which, ftood in Order many beautiful Slaves, of both 

Sexes.. Abraham ask’d his Father •, Who that was above all the 
“  reft ■’ Who anfwer’d, T hat he was Lorfl of all thofe he faw there, 
** and tha t all thofe People acknowledged him for their God. 
“  Abrahm  then looking at N m n d , who had a very hard-favour'd 
“  Countenance; demanded of his Father, How was it pofTiblc, thafii 
“  he, whom be callcd his God, (hould make Creatures fo much more 
“  agreeable and handfome than him felf; fince, o f neceflity, the 
“  C reator muft, in all Refpefts, be more perfe5 than his Creatures f 
“  This wds the firfl Opportunity Abraham Uid hold of to  undeceive 
“  his Father, concerning Idolatry ; and to  preach to  him the Vniiji 
“  of God, the Creator o f  all Things, whofe Omnipotence had 
“  been revealed to  him. This his Zeal caufed him then to incur 
“  his Father's Difpleafure, and was afterwards the Occafion of his 
“  having great Contefts and ControveWes with the Chief Men of 
“  Nimrod's Court, who would not conform to, nor allow of the 
“  Truths he taught 'them . The Report o f thefe Ditfcrences a t 
“  length reaching i^imrod'i Ears, that cruel and haughty Prince 
“  causd him to be caft into a burning Furnace; from which h« 
“  came out fafe and found, without fuffering the leaft Damage by 
«  the Fire. ”

This Difpiite of A brahm 'i, is mentioaed in the Alcorin, in the 
Chapter intitled Anam-

fqfficient;
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nt •, for, from one of the Fingers

diftilkd  moft fweetVnd delicious M ilk , and from the 
other, Honey of i n  admirable Flavour. In  this 
M anner was he ifourilhed for Fourteen Days, and 
then opening’his piyes, and lifting up  his Head, he 
beheld the M orn ii^S ta r, ancFfaid^ “  This, doubtlefs, 
“  is the God whom I am to adore ! ” But when he had 

'  for fome T im e gazed thereon, and faw it defcend by  
Degrees, and a t laft go dow'n below the H orizon, 
quite out o f his Sight, he c ry ’d out, faying, “  I ’ll 
“  never worfhip any  God, tha t vanilhes fo foon !** 
I’refently a(ter, he faw the Moon Ihining exceedingly 

..bright and refplendent; but perceiving her to fet alfo; 
he cry’d ottt in a great Concern, “ I <hall be u tte r ly  
“  ioft, i f  not rem edy’d by fome more ftab/e and more 
“  JubJiantial E ^ ity  ! ” And fo lie pafled the fmall Re
m ainder o f the N ight, in the utm oft A nxiety o f 
Thought and perplexing Im aginations 5 I'or that Soul 
fchich God touches^ is Jeldom or never unaSive. B u t 
when it was perled ly  L igljt, and he, with Amaze
m ent, beheld the chearful Appearance of the glorious 
Sun, he made a  loud and joyfu l Exclam ation, and 
faid, “  This, certainly, is my Lord and God ; for he 
“  is greater and more beautiful than the o thers! ” But 
^ h e ti  th a t Planet had likewife run its N atural Courfe, 
and difapijeared like the reft, he then fa id ; “ I believe 
“  not, neither will I confide in Gods fo unfixed, 
“  and o f fo little Stability ; All thefe are, of Necef- 
“  fity , guided by one Sole and Superior Motion, and

* “  in H im , by whom they are governed, will I con-
“  fide and believe all m y L ife : H im  it is I revere
“  and adore: And I#affirm , tha t the Heavens and
“  the E arth  were created by One, and only Ones To  
“  H im , and none but H im , will I proftrate m y Face, 
“  w ithout acknowledging, th a t He has any Equal 

. “  or Com petitor, or that any is worthy to ftand in
II Competition with Him.

No



No fooner had he fpoken th e fa  ‘Words, but he fell 
down proftrate upon Ae G roun t, adoring and wor- ' 
Ihippinghis great Creator j as haw ngattained the true 
Knowledge o f Him, by the Obfervitions he had made 
o f  the Motions of the Heavenly Planets.c

A t the fame Inftant, Ks unnaturU  M other was in- 
fpir’d by the Lord w ith a M aternal Care, to know 
what was become of her C hild ; ’T is true, he had never 
been out of her Thoughts, from  the Time fhe had fo , 
inhumanely abandoned him to perilh in th a t difm al 
Solitude •, but now (he was refolved to go and fee if  
he was d ead ; And indeed, how could (he e ip e d  the 
contrary  <* So flie haften’d towards the M ountain, and 
when fhe arrived a t the Cave, ()ie beheld the* Youth 
alm oft a t his full Growth, in  fo few Days after his 
firft Appearance in the W orld, and endowed w ith fuch 
Knowledge and Qualifications, educated without the 
AlTiftance o f a T utor, that (he had not the leaft Sufpi- 
cion who he was  ̂ but feeing him, as I  have faid, 
w ith his Face proftrate on the Earth, ftic accofted him 
in  this M anner ; Have you not feen, Toung Man, faid 
ftie, an. Infant 1  left here in this Cave about Fifteen 
Days fince, and of tehom I  havi had no Tidings, nor 
know I  u)hat'‘s become o f him ? Abraham, upon this, diP' 
covered himfelf, giving his Mother to underftand; tha^ 
he was the Son flie inquired after, and w ith great H u 
m ility , kneeling down, craved her B lelfing: She, tho’ 
fcarcely believing what he faid, raifed him up, and, 
w ith  unexp*refTible Joy , receiv’d him  in her Arms, and 
after m any tender and M otherly Kiffes and Embraces, ' 
ask’d h im ; To vthom it w iu he tx>at making thofe Ado
rations, when fhe found him in̂  that Pofture of Humi
lity ? For, faid (he, Thofe FoUures o f Worjhip, belong 
only to Him who)n we adorr, and in whom we believe j 
nor ought they to-be beftow'd upon any other. To which 
he anfwered ; “  Moft honoured M other, I  have feen 
“  and obferved the Heavens and their M otions, the

Sun, the Moon, and the Stars ̂  and by the Remarks 
f  1 have n;ade thereoDj I perceive, tha t they all, and

every
}
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evefy one o f them , take thfir N atura l Courfe, and 
“  then abfcond an<l difappear, and tha t none o f  them  
“  all are f i l ’d andm able, nor is i t  in their Power to  
“  be fo *, fo that itris m y Opinion, and I affirm it to  
*' be true, T ha tlthere  is, of a certainty, One only 
“  Great and Po^Yerful L ordf who rules over all thefe, 
“  and by whom their Motions are  governed; H im  
“  alone it is I  firm ly believe to  be perfedlly Good 
“  and H oly i in  only H im  it is I confide, and H im  
“  I revere and a d o re : And I further aver. T h a t all

W orlhip or Adoration whatfoever, that is, or fliall 
“  be m ade^to any  other D eity , is falfe, idolatrous, 
*' and erroneous, the which I  pofitively renounce 
“  and* deny. . •

His M other, being highly incens’d a t this, with 
the utmoft Concern and Indignation let go her Arm s, 
which held him ftr id ly  embraced; and puftiing him  
from her, ufed all the Perfuafions (he was capable of 
u ttering, to  induce him to embrace tha t curfed and 
idolatrous W orfhip introduced by the Devil, which, 
infallibly, leads the deluded Obfervers thereof to the 
Flames o f Hell. But to  all her Arguments, Jier ver- 
tuous Son only rep ly ’d ; Do you not blujh fo r  Shame, 
to ejHertain and vindicate fuch vile Thoughts and Imagi- 

jiattons ^ Believe what I believe; and affirm^ fo r  an 
incont eft able T ru th , what I  affirm to be Jo which 
is  the only certain Way to Eternal Happine/s and Sal^ 
vation.

This fuperftitious and idolatrous M other, hearing 
this her Son’s refolute and determined Anfwer, lifted  
up her H and, and ftruck him a great Blow on the 
Face, and after that^  blind with Fufy and Indigna
tion, took up Stones and threw at him, ftill aim ing a t  
his ^ a u tifu l and lovely F ace ; and fo, in the greateft 
Rage and PalTion imaginable, left him, and ran home 
with all pmlFible Speed to call her H ufband; all which 
flie did with a moft diabolical Intent.

W hen (he found him , flie accofted him in thefe 
W ords 5 “ Hear, O  Ezar^ with A ttention, what I
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“  have ~to fay  to you, for I  am going to divulge a 
“  Secret of very great fmportancv‘ : You muft know, 
“  th a t  when I  was delivered of rt>y Child fome D ays 
“  ago, out o f a M otherly Com pjflion and Tender- 
“  nefs, and not to  fee i t  M aflacrea. before m y Eyes, 
“  as fo m any ThoufandS were, evelj in their Parents 
“  Arms, notw ithftanding m y weak _ Condition, 1 
“  carry’d it out into yonder M ountain ; and, th a t 
“  this Adtionof mine m ight be the better concealed, 
“  I left it hidden in a certain  Cave th a t is in  the 
“  faid M ountain  ̂ and to  D ay, returning th ither, 
“  eipe£ting to have found it had been devoured by 
“  fome ravenous Beaft, or dead w ith H unger and 
“  T h irft for w'^nt of looking a ftg r; I , to  iivy. great 
“  Aftonilhm ent, found him alive and well, but pro- 
“  ftra te  with his Face to the Earth, paying his De- 
“  votions and Adorations to  fome ftrange God, dif- 
“  ferent from H im  whom we 'Worftiip and Believe 

in •, and altho’ I  omitted nothing, but us’d all ima- 
“  ginable Endeavours to  perfuade, and to  bring him  
“  over to conform himfelf to our W orftiip, and to 
“  convince him of his E rro rs; ye t, notwithftanding 
“  all I  could fay, he, moft pervSrfely, continued ob- 
“  ftinate, witli aftoniftiing Contumacy : And i f  he, who 
“  was born, as it were, but lefierday, (hews Qs fb 

little Deference and Refped, w hat will he do when 
“  grown up to  Years of M aturity  ? I t  appears to  
“  m e plain  and evident, and is my firm Opinion, 
“  T h a t this muft needs be H im , concerning whom 
“  our Wife-men, South-fayers, and Magicians have 
“  prophefy’d ; H im  it moft fureiy is, upon whofe 
“  Account the cruel and bloody King Nimrod cau(ed 
“  the innocent Children to be deftroy’d w ith fuch an  
“  unheard-of B arbarity , thinking thereby to  take 
“  Vengeance for thofe terrify ing  Dreams and Vifions 
“  he had , and, the which had difturbed his RepoCe 
“  fo exceedingly.”

E^<rr, hearing thofe wonderful, and hard ly  cre
dible Tidings, fell into fo eiceffive a PalTion, tha t

he
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he could fcarce ccintain him relf 5 bu t, guided b j  his 
F u ry , flew to  A e Cave ivhere his virtuous Son 
fiad been le f t ;  u^here being arrived, and they 
had m utually  mztQ  themfelves known to each other, 
this Trod'tgy o f W a n ts  began to give him the fame 
A dm onitions, a fd  to  ufe tjjie very  fam e Argum ents, 
in  order to conw rt him  to the T ru th , as he had be
fore ufedw ith  his m is-believingM othtt, m aking him  
th e /am e  Propofals. But this f p n i  and perverfe Ido
later, taking the felf fame -Ulc and prcpofterous Me
thod as his fa itb /e fs  Spoufe had already taken, and his 
Eyes glasjfm g-with Rage and C h o k r, he fell upon 
liim , beatiftg, bruifing, and wounding his beautiful 
Face w ith cruel and mercilefs Blows, throw ing Stones 
a t  hiiif in  a moft brutifh and favagi? m anner 5 and 
then , like a Fire-brani o f  Hell, or a fierce and rapa
cious T yger, o r an hungry D ragon, he haftened aw ay 
to  Nimrod, w ith  loud Exclam ations, and coming, in  
this furious M anner, before that T y ra n t’s ThronCj 
he caft him felf upon his Knees, and faid :

Know, O  moft Powerfal, and moft M ighty  Mo- 
n a rc h ! th a t, of a C erta in ty , i t  is m y Son whom 

“  your M ajefty fearches for-, for, no Doubt-is to be 
“  made, but th a t he it is o f  whom the Southfayera 

b^ve fo often Prognofticated ; I am juft this M o
ment come firom him, and have left him  in a Cava 
not far from  hence, where he is m aking his De
votions, and paying Adorations to another D eity  

“  befides your M ajefty : H is Name is Abrabam : And 
it is a M atte r o f the utmoftConfequence, tha t yoU 
flpu ld  imm ediately fend to have him  f^'zed, or 

“  killed 5 for I am certain ly  of the Opinion, th a t 
“  if he is fiifFered t« live, he will eitinguifh , or, a t  

leaft, eclipfe your G lory , and in tire ly  difturb your 
“  Repofe.

W hen Nimrod heard this, he, without Hefiration,' 
in ftan tly  difpatched aw ay a g rea t Band o f his W ar
riors, w ith  expreft Orders to  bring him dead of 
alive*



The M ighty  Lord of H ods, u p ln  this Occafion, 
fhewed a nioft miraculofts and wonderful M yflery ; 
for between Abraham and thoft whb were fent out to 
apprehend him, He ereded Three ftrong, and
unalTaulfabk Walls ; the outermoft v^hereof was com
pos’d of Vire. The A n g d  G<7/^r/V/'^efcended at the 
fame Tim e, encouraging Abraham, ?irith m any Ex
hortations, that he fhould fear nothing from  his En)^ 
m ies; telling him. T h a t his prefent Companion ivof 
f!ranger, a id  more powerful thaa they. However, 
they began the Affault very furioufly ; but^be fire^ 
which iflued out from that outermoji^ or~Wciff-rnhaf2c’iî  
Wall, falling upon them, they were every^oiie o f  all 
th a t N um ber jjburnt, and fo perilh’d m ifef^bly : 
W hile the Blcfled Youth, protedled by God, and the 
H oly  Angels, remained joyful and unconcerned ij;i th a t 
miraculous Vortrcfs, w ithout receiving ffte leaft H u rt 
or Detrim ent from thofe perilous Snares which were 
laid for him, and the im m inent Dangers his Life 
was th reatned  with.

He underwent m any otncr Dangers and Perfecu- 
tions, worthy to be recorded (as they  are by feveral 
W riters) and all th ro’ tlie Means,' and at the Inftiga- 
tion  of his unbelieving Father, who was alw ays his 
greatefl: and moft inveterate A dverfary \ till at 
in  P rocefsof Time, it  was God’s Pleafure to  perm it 
him  to be delivered into the Hands o f  King 'Nim
rod, who took him Prifoner j This the Lord perm it
ted , that the Infidel People m ight be the better con< 
vinced o f the great Myfteries H e had depofited in 
the Breaft of this moft righteous and venerable P a tri
arch.

T h e  chief M otive tha t induced the T y ra n t, a t th a t 
T im e, to  perfecute him  fo feverely, was that.m em or
able A dion  o f his, fo artfu lly  contrived and franfacted by this Renowned Servant o f God, upon the D ay  o f 
their Great Yafcua, or principal Feftival, at the Time 
when all the Inhabitants o f  the C ity  were affembled

to*
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together to worlhip 'Nimrod like a Deiry; Upon 
this Occalion, tha t Prince would needs caufe his Fa
ther to  go^o  him w ith his Com m and, th a t he 
fhould come to t /e  Palace and make his Adorarions 
to  him, as the reft did. Abraham^ for an Erciife, feign
ed himfeU to 1̂  indifpofefl-, but as foon as his Fa
ther had left him, he repaired to the great and ftately 
Tem ple, where all the Idols were kept, which, ic 
f e ^ s ,  A za r  had caufed to be made, and fet up there, 
ank am on^  the reft was the M ighty Idol Teraq^ 
which ^ a s j ^ d  by all as a God, airJ worfhipped as 

•fuch, and efteemed much fuperiour to all the  
others ’ tl'^hen he came tliither, he, w ith a Battle- 
A x  ha had brotigjit with him, bcg3#i to lay  about 
him on all Sides, cutting , hacking, and m angling 
thofe deformed and ugly Statues, fpoiling and disfi
guring  theirT aces, and hewing off their Limbs, till 
he had cut them, in a tnanner, all in pieces 5 A t laft 
he went to that which was feated in the m idft of all 
the others, being that fain^ which that b lind,
idolatrous, and mifguided King held in fuch 
high Efteem, and adored as h s God. This Im age 
was moft gorgeoufly fet off, a#d adorned w ith  
eig^eding rich and precious O rnam ents o f  Gold 

w ^na Jewels *, ye t Abraham mangled all its Face, and 
P ^ u t  out both its Eyes, and when he had done, took
* the W eapon, fix’d it  in the Idol’s H and, in  fuch wife, 

th a t it remain’d refting upon his R ight Shoulder. 
Soon after, when the accurjed and execrable Nimrod, 
w ith  a vaft M ultitude of Followers (reti^Tning from  
afling  th d r  abominable and deteftable Im piety , o f 
■)aying their W orlliip to  that K ing, as I  have faid 
)efore) entered in to  the Tem i-le, and beheld^ th e  
Irange D eftrudion o f his Idols, all hewed to pieces, 

and his great and adored Teraq, among the reft, fo 
miferably treated and disfigured, he fet up a difm al 
and horrible O utcry, and, greatly incenfed, faid ; 
Woe be to the Wretch who has committed this Indignity

H  2 /  10
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to t^ 'G o d s !  Grievous Jhall be th \ Torments I  wiB 
infliit upon him I  *

"After the firft TrsKifports of F u h r, they began t o , 
conlider, and to make their Conjettwes, who it could 
be th a t had done i f ; when, calling tU m ind the m any 
Occafions Abraham had given, b o th \jn  Publick and 
in  P rivate , to fufped him to be the' Author of this 
prefumptuDus Deed, they remembred liow often he 
had fpoke revilingly and difrefpedtfully o f tk )fe  
Idols, faying •, III ccrtainly^ one time or other, ^ o i l  
the Countenances o f thoj'e Wooden Gods ■, l% - 9 reak 
’m  in pieces^ and trample 'em upon the'UroJtTtd'under< 
my Feet! "  *

This wicked^ Generation of People then, without 
m ore ado, laid their Accufation againft him , and in- 
f tan tly  departed in great Num bers to feek him out, 
and having found him, they dragged him aw ay to  
the King ; who w rathfully demanded of him. For 
vihat Heafon he had committed fo  great a Wickednefs ? 
Abraham^ no wife tenified, w ith a compofed, fercnc, 
and unconcerned Countena*nce, made him  this An- 
fw er i “  Do you feek for a farther Difcovery, 
“  and clearer l|^m onftration, when you have the 

Crim inal here before you > This is undoubtedly^.the 
“  M alefador whom you behold w ith the Weap'fiî ^  ̂
“  upon his Shoulder : I t  muft furely be him  w ho' 
“  has wounded all the others, becaufe they  refufed to 
“  obey his Commands ; and thefe being m any, have, 
“  trufting in  their Num bers, been w anting in their 
“  R efpe^^ow ardshim , and have blinded him in both 
*'■ his Eyes* and put him in the Condition you fee : 
“  However he is come off vidorious. I f  you defire 
“  a  m ore ample Inform ation, ask him , and he will 
“  fatisfy your Curiofity  ̂ for tho’ he has received fo 
“  m any  dangerous W ounds, yet, neverthelefs, hi* 
“  H ea rt is undaunted and magnanimous.”

The King rep lied ; “ W retch as thou art ! Thefe 
*' can neither fpeak," nor move from their Seats 5 nor 
“  have they \an y  Senfes, or Faculties to do either 

I / Good
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“  Good or Evil. W hy tljen, faid Abraham^ blind, 
“  and deluded Wretches as yon are, do you Wor- 
“  (hip and p u t /y o u r  Trufts in fuch inanimate Sta- 
“  tues, made o /  Wood and C lay ? ’T is You your 
”  felves are th JW re tch es^  the iniferable and mifgui- 
“  ded S ervan tiand  Companions o f  the Devil, void 

o f Senfe or Reafon, and who will be condemned to
*  everlafling Flames ot Hell! W orfhip Him  
ho made you out of N othing, and who nou- 

“  A^Iks and protects you, without any Deferts of 
yo5 l2iJ.V.——
trp o p jth is , they were all in  general fo inraged 

and*inflamed with Indignation and Refentment, th a t, 
w ith 'E iifernalFury, they cryed out i* one Voice, L et  
the blafphemotfsTraytor D ie! The common Enemy! The 
DifturberoJ our Peace ! The Contemner o f  our Holy Be- 

and our Sacred Rites ! L e t him Die ! Let him Die ! 
H is fevere Chaftifement was unanim oudy conclu

ded upon •, but there were m any different Opinions as 
to  the M anner oF i t ; M oft were for m aking him  
fufferthe cruelleit Tortures could be invented ; Some 
were for H anging hjm up as a M agiciiin, to be a pub- 
licfc Spedacle ; and fome for having him Stoned to  
P # l^ h ; others, m ore moderate, were for condemn- 

r ^ g  bim to perpetual Banilhm ent  ̂ whilft others ftill
• propofed fome different forts o f PuniQiment.

In  the the midft o f this Confufion o f Voices and 
Opinions, the Devil, who alw ays delights in M if- 
chief and Wickednefs, as being the Author thereof, 
prefented him felf amongft the Congregation, and, 
w ith Gladnefs in  his Countenance, faid ; “  W hat is 
“  raoft convenient and requifite to be done in Re- 
“  gard to this Offender, is, in m y Opinion, that he 

fhould be deftroyed by Fire-, and that, when he 
“  is burnt, his Afhes be caft in to  the Air ; by which 
“  Means, the King, « n d  his whole Kingdom m ay  
“  enjoy Peace and T ranquillity .”

This was the Counfel th a t blood-thjrfty Dragon 
Sstan  gave them, and which was generftlly approved

'  ' ' L  -
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on, and im m ediately cceduded to be beft of a l l : 
T he  K ing then gave Orders, th a t a Q uan tity  of 
Wood ftiould be brought; and thV People were fo 
eager and diligent in obeying this^Command, th a t 
they  amafTed together fiicl\,a prodigious Heap, that a 
Pile was raifed no wife inferior to a M ountain ; which, 
as we find in the Hebrew Text, was full Nine M onths 
bel'ore it was compleatcd  ̂ all which T im e Akiol/am 
remained in a Dungeon loaded with Fetters. ,

When at lail all was ready , a.nd the Fire kin5?led, 
the (Xuantity of tiie Fuel was io prodigioufly- g^eat, and^ 
the Fire Co furious and intenfe, that the ver-yoClouds 
were nieUed b^ the Flames tlicreof, which reached al- 
inofl to the Skic!> j and ti’.e H eat was fo exceffive,*that 
none dared lo approach w ithin a M ile of its vaft C ir
cumference. o

The}’- ŵ cre now at a Lofs how they fhould manage 
i t  to get Abrdhiim convcycd into that extraordinary  
and unaccountable Bonfire and -as they were thus a t a 
Stand, not knowing how to  bring it about. He, who 
jo r  his Jfick^dnc ’s zk\ is ctifi down from Heaven, appear
ed in  the Likenefs o f an Holy M an , and ftiewed 
them  a M achine he had prrpartd  for th a t purpofe, 
to  caft him into it  at that Diftance -, a T h in^sJ^  
iiib tly  contrived, that it could never have reachc^ ,\, 
the C apacity  o f any but tha t o f this Infernal Inge-. S 
flier, lb diabolical was the Invention.

(a) Into this Helliih Engine Abraham is put, ftark  
nakedV w ith his Hands and Feet faft tied , and, like

an

..........
Rfrfian Ma^j, or W orftippers o f Fire}affirm, T h a t Nim- 

rod via* o f  th e  Religion of Zsro-i/tfyiH'tind lonfequtDtl'y o f  thcfam tf 
they profcfs Now the M ihtm etM f, who borrow
Fables from all Sefls, and adapt them where they t|iinlc„proper,.j 
agfee-with-them ■m thrs, atiiJ' tfiat. ^AmtffeliaK, who;;' they  fay, was 
C h ief P rk ft of ihc F ire, 'liloU trou* Prince’s Com-

M iubam  co a c e n \tg  Ood’s Unity, 
and tTia;,'Jjrp’ tJr^P4Wia*jCl}’» <>crJeyBriog'ta affiwn t ^ T r « h  there
of,'he cDAofsll'a'Tr mrc,/ Tiim to Be caft idto * fiery Fur-

\ nacc,
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an Arrow, (hot in to  the iiydft o f that burning Pile. 
H e was inftan tly  iurrounded by thofe furious F lam es; 
But, calling upoy God, and im ploring Succour from  
H im  who is the /true  and only Succourer in Time of 
Neceiiity, the Awgel Gabriel^ with a hafty and preci- 
i:>itate F light, Alfcendtd to*his AlTiftance, and battled 
w ith the Ham es in his Defence, topreferve him on fo 
prejJifigan Occafion, till he was all on a Sweat, 
’ - r h i s  Heavenly Remedy being fo feafonably ap- 
p l in ^ th e  Flames received him w ith fo much Tempe- 
r a n t ^ l i a t  not only tTiey neither fcorched, nor offend- 

^ d h im  jn jh e  leafl:, but he fat therein with the great- 
eft Jtafe and Pleafure im aginable \ and to Regale 
him,*riie Trees of. the Coeleftial Par»dife bent down 
their frudit'erous Branches, loaden w ith fragrant and 
delicious F ru its , and afK)rded to the Holy Abraham a 
moft exquifite and nourifhing Repaft. And in this 

•M anner that juft Perfon remained in the middle of 
the raging Furnace unhu rt, accompanied w ith the 
Angel of God, the ElefTed Gubricl, with whom he 
pafled the Time in difcourling ofe Heaven, and o f 
its Joys and Glory,.

O n the Third  D ay after, a t the Time when this 
t f^ c ia l  Hell was ragm g and burning in its greateft 

5'u ry , and the King was m aking a m ighty Feftival 
indRejoycing, th a t he had, as he thought, obtained 

his Defire, and accomplilhed his Revenge, the Fancy

nace, to  make Trial o f the Divinity of the F ire : This, they all nna- 
nimoufly acknowledge, was pu t in Execution, and thiat Abraham, 
being proteifted by th"  Atigel Gabriel, tJime glorioufly off from this 
fiery T rial. B ut the Original Source of th ji Fiftion, is, what the 
Scripture fays cortcertiing coming from V r o f  the Cbilde.
ans, which many of the Kabbins, and all the Mahmeun  Expofitors, 
will have it, that V r, in that Place, fignifies Fire, and is not the
Name o f  a C ity , as our Tranflators expound if .-----VVhatevcr the
W qrd may be in the other Oriental Tongues, I  ihall not meddle 
w ith j blit f ire  in Arabic^,\i K ir , or rather Kahcf. Something to 
thi* Purport the Curious may find io D ’fierbelotJ under the Names 
Andefchm, Ztrdafcbr, 8tc.



took the T y ra n t to  go fqjrth out of his Palace, as i t  
V'fre, t o t r i i ^ p h  over his Enemy, whom he imagined 
was long nnce reduced to Afhes; ’.but as he cams 
nearer the Fire, he was unexpreinW y aftonilhed to  
behold Abraham fitting alive and unhurt, and very 
m uch a t his Eafe, in the' m idft o f  ’fliie Flames with 
which he was furrounded, and not fliewing the k a ft 
Token of Fear or Concern. ^

Great was his Amazement a t this S ig h t; and befijg 
out o f his Senfes, he vom ited out, like a Dog,ythi9 
Hafphemous and impious Exclam ation, he^
was refolved to  wage W ar with H eaven ,^^nd Xo 
conquer it, becaufe God had protected Abrah^^^ his 
^Inemy. This he had the Prefum ption to a tlrtnp t, 
(a) but fuccseded fo well, th a t a little infiguifirant

, Gnat

; J0 4  ‘ ^^taliometifm J .

( a )  This Nimrod, whom the A nbt call Nmeroud, and fomet'me* 
Kcmrood, they fjy, derives his Name from Mared, which fjgnifies, 4  
Rebel, a Name Tuitable enough forliis Rebellion againft God in build
ing  the Tower of Babel. The Perftant hold him to be the fame as 
jheir Zkhali, and tha t his Name came fro tt the Perfian W ord K f  
murd, Ijnmortal, becaufe of his long Reign j which Name was likc- 
wife civen to  C aicons, an ancient Pcrfntn King of the firft Race, 
tc ig n d O n e  Hundred and Fifty Years, as all their W riters ag refit 
JUirl(ond in his tiarich  Jikeviife mentions, that this Cakous was charg'cjc. X 
w ith  attem pting to  climb up to  Heaven, which fuits with th e D e - o  
fign o f the Tower o f B t k l  -, tho’ he feems to  eontradidt it, by ad
ding, That it is hardly probable, tha t fo wife a Prince as Cticous, 
(houid be guilty of fiich a Madneis. The Author of the Leb 
Tairkh  fays, That Kimroci was the ?oii of Canann, and Grandfon o f  
JJim, the Son 01 Nuth, and that he ivas Brother t o C w ,  furnamed 
t i l  Dendin, tha t is, Elephant’s Tooth. This Com may perhaps be 
Chas the Son of Canaan, from whom the^ihhpians defcend. "fhc 
fame A uthor, \vlio relates the foregoing Story o f Akraham's B irth , 
tfy'c. fays, T h a iw h tn  K m to i  had cart him into the fiery Furnace, 
aad faw that he came to  no Hurt, he built the Tower o f Btbel to  
^  up to Heaven, that he might fee Abrthim's G o d ; This Tow er 
being tw ice cverthrnw n, he lavs, Nimrod fa  n'd himfcif to  be car
ried  up by four monftrous BirdV mention’d in the O ld EaHcfa 
H om wce;, call’d (and by others ilaij) and having been a
l*ng tittle flying abput to no purpofe, he fell down on a Mountain 
with I k h i  Shock, t̂ it he piidc it tremble. Kimrod, nothing dif-
'[ '-I  M *  '' cout'iitd



■f-'A' '*■

Gnat caufed liim to die a mvferable D eath j and, fuch 
was bis Diftemper, and fo exquifite the Tortures 
that Jittle  Creatujre gave him, th a t to  afford himfoine 
fort of AfTwagei|/ient and Refpite to  his intolerable 
Pain, he was tprced to eryploy his Servants to be 
continually f tr ilin g  upon his Head with Mallets, 
w ithout one M om ent’s Intermiffion. In  this M anner

• this. S“xvant of Satan expired in  Torm ents, after he 
ha4 lived on the E arth  Six Hundred Years.

A fter Abraham had been fo miraculoufly preferved 
'SpoH^that T y ra n t’s H ands, he returned home to his 
^ ^ h e r ,,\4 ih o  ftill perfifted in his Ido latry , and deport
ing ^ij[^felf very dutifully towards him , would of
ten , *\fith great H um ility , reprefent t̂ > him his Errors, 
faying, “  O  m y Father! W hy are you fo blind, and 
“  unadvifed^ as to confide in, and worfhip Idols,
“  which neither hear nor fee!* They do you infinite 
“  H arm , but can do you no manner o f  Good! O  
“  Father ! W hy will you be a Servant to the Accur- 

f e d  in d  Rebellious Satan.? T hink , that i f  you go on 
“  in your Blindnefs,' you are apparently  in  a State 
“  of Perdition. not your own Enem y-and De- 
“  ftro y e r! O  m y  dear P a re n t! I have received the

M ahornetifm  1 0 5 '

^^UT3|cDuraged by thefe Difappointments, would ftill caufe his Subject to  
worfhip him as a God, and perficuted all thofe who refus’d 
i t  j for which God depiiv’d him of the greateft Part of them by ihe 
Confufion of longues , and punifh’d his Adherents, deftroyirg 
them with Gnats. The Author o f  the ieAai tells us, Thac one of 
thofc Gnats getting up N im ro d 'i Noftrils, made way ro the Mem
branes of his Brain, where, growing bigger and bigger, it cars’d 
him fuch terrible Pain, d ia t he was forc’d to  have his Head con
tinually beaten with a Mailet to  take for»e Reft, and that he under
went this T orture  for Four Hundred Y ears-,,G od, fay the leaft o f  
his Creatures, punifhing him who infolently and prelumptuoofly 
endeavoured to  be Lord of A ll .  Ebo  Bafrici^fays, That N im rod  was 
o f the Religion of the M agi, and the firft who fe t  up the W or
shipping of Fire. Some Hiftorians call the andentcft Kings
by the Name o f N em ared , or the N im ro iia n s  ; for, in Artbick., A'e- 
m u td  is the Plural o i and fignifief, irf ih d t Latveuaee.
P«bels w id T ^ m ts .*  > \



Gift of the Knowledge* o f T ru th  from Heavpn, 3 
Bkfling you have not yet Jbeen fo happy as to 
enjoy, for your Comfort and CJonfolation; But 
i f  you’ll follow me, Til guide yoii to the Path o f 

“  P u rity  and Salvation, c l will inrpceed with m y 
Lord for a Remiffion o f your Sihs and Errors : 
Confider thefe W ords in your H eart, dear Father ;

“  or elfe, be aflured, that the Torm ents of the DSiliiieti 
will be j^'onr Portion ! ” But, notwithftanding, ^

cbntiniied in his Obflinncy  ̂ the .Eyes of his KeaYon , •' 
were Blind, and both his Ears were lock'‘d up tuTif/ 
Iron 5 fo th a t he remained a perverfe Ido-leter 
his Life, and died without any M erit, or KncisiJcdge 
o f God, and -his'Soul went to inherit e te rn a l 'T o r
m ent for the Recompcnce o f his Unbelief.

When A ztir  was dead, the vertuous Alraharrt began 
to  think of, and prepare lor his M arriage with Sarah^ 
a  Kinfwoman of his, a very beautiful, and moft 
deferving Dainfel, whofe Parents were likewife Idola
ters When the Parents o f this_ worthy V irgin per
ceived th a t their Daughter followed the Precepts o f  
Abraham '{a) their Nephew, and that befides fhe bore 
him  a moft ardent Affetlion, from which, by no Per- 
fGaHons, they  were able to break her, they ftrip^^^ 
her o f all her rich Ornaments and Jewels, and w itq ^ t^  
only a very  ordinary, roarfe Woollen G arm ent to 
cover her Nakednefs, they  turned her out o f D oors; 
and Abraham was likewife forced to flee in  the fame 
wretched Condition^ fo that thofe two Lovers, defli- ^
tute of all H elp, were obliged to  betake themfelvfs 
to  the D efart j W here, as they were alone, and in

io 5  M ahom etifm  E x p la m d ^

(i!) According to Abn Hatrick :':hat is. The Son o f the Patriarch, 
who was an Orthodox Biihop o f A kx m d ria , and the Author o f  
fevcral Books in th e  A r j k n \  Tongue) S a rth  was the Daugiittr o f 
T ’areh and T 'b .n ith , who was his Second W ife, the Name of his 
firfl b e i n g w h o  was Abrxham’t  Moiher. A b n h a m i  W ife 
Strah  was Daughter to  S'akhor, and Grandchild to  Toerah, and 
crnfcQueitly Niccc^o Abrr-him, and Dot liii Coijfin. D 'herbeht in

, 1 I the



I the  Condition I  have defcrib’d, their M atrim o- 
’ nial Ceremonies could not poffibly be performed, 

there being neither (j) Alvoaalt, W itnefles, nor any  of 
f the Things requifite  ̂ nor had Abraham any thing to 
 ̂ give the Bride Ij^r her Azedsque^ or SidaaL

 ̂ B ut tha t this M arriage, which was to  be o f fuch 
Im portance, and fo very beneficial to  the whole 
VTprid, might meet with no H indrance, but in ight 

v ^ < rh a p p ily  efFefted, the Ange] Gabriel defcended 
TTTmi Heaven, and brought with him Three of his 
Ch^pai>i*ns, who were Mikael, Ifrafil, and (b) Re- 
d u a /tf^ ie  Porter o f  Heaven Gate. ^

When thofe Bleffed Angels approached, Gabriel 
faid, “  O  Abtaham! T he  Lord o f T ru th  commanded 
“  me to tell you. T ha t i t  is His Pleafure, th a t by 
“  Promife you aflure unto your Spoufe her Azedaque, 
“  and w hatfoeveris her R ight, and properly belongs 
'•  to her 5 for the Performance o f  which H e H im felf 
*' will be Security ; And tha t nothing m ay obftrudt 
“  the Confummat’on of your M arriage, • we are 
“  lent to  fupply the Places o f  Aiwa alt, and 
* y ^ itn e frc s j and will fee every thing tb a t - i?  

liacefTary perform ed, fo that nothing ftiall be want- 
ing.” In  this m anner Abraham was M arried , to

Mahometifm ^Explamd, 107

(a )  A Jw tali is the Bride’s Father, c r  any o ther Relation or 
Friend, who officiates as fuch^ by giving her in Marriage. A 
Woman, if her Matrimonial Agreement is not Sign’d by, at leaft, 
two WitnefTes,. it is invalid ; nor ca» (he, upon parting from her 
Husband, demand her A^dic^v.e, or rather Sidiac-, i. e. The Sum 
o f  Money, o r whatever elfe had been agreed upon, and fpecify’d 
in the w ritten C ontraft, and is, generally, ’to  be paid half at the ir 
coming together, and the o tner ha lf a t parting. This is the W ay 
o f  M arrying amongd the M ahom ttM i throughout Eurofe, A f i t  and 
^frita.

(i 'j Rtduan, KeikouM, ^ th u a n ,  o r K e\» tn , fgr they pronoonce 
it all tliQ/e ways, is a proper Name, and fignifiis in Artthickt The 
Good-will God bears hi* Creatures. /

hU



his great Jo y  and Content, and leaving Cbaldta, 
(a) went to  dwell in the Land o f Canaan.

i
, • (a ) Chtldei is by the Mahopetani called Birae, and Caman it

The Patriarch fofeph is by the Eaftrrn Authors called C d. 
tnar Kenaani, or, The Moon of Canaan, for his great B eauty; But 
o f  him in a properer Place.

p  ' 108 ' Maliometifm Explain'd.
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C H A P. y .
commanded to go into  A ra b ia )  to lay the  

r^tU ^a tion  o f the Temple at M e c c a . H e departs 
fPt}^ S a ra h  his W ife . They are c a rr fd  before ths  
Kff fg o f  J i g y p r .  A re  in  great Danger^ but arc 
miraculoujlj delivered, and highly carefs^d by th a t  
K j ”g- H a g a r , the K jn ^ s  Daughter, refolving  
to  accompany them , petitions her Father, tvho 

.con fen ts. They a r r iv e ,in  A ra b ia . A b r a h a m  
marries H a g a r ,  and l { h m 2ie\ is born. A t  S a ra h ’j  
R equejl, Haga a and her Son are carried to the 
D efart. Thsir M ifery there. R e lieved  by the  

G a b r ie l . T heT em p lebu ilt, S(c. "

B R A H  A M ,  the Servant o f God, being 
now fettled in the Land of Canaan, led a  
pleafant and comfortable Life in th a t fru it
ful and delicious Province, in  Com pany 
w ith his deafly  beloved W ife Sarah, in  

the full ln joym ent o f all the Bleflings and Mercies, 
the A lm ighty had w  bountifully and gracioufly be- 
ftowed upon them  j but, as yet, they had no Child.

One N ight, the fa ith fu l Angel of the Lord, Gabriel^ 
cam e down and appeared to  Abraham, and faid unto  
him  “  Abraham, I t  is thy  L ord’s Pleafure, and by 
“  me H e commands thee, T ha t thou leaye this Coun- 
“  t ry ,  and w ith none but Sarah thy Wife, thou , with-

^  “  ou t



“  out Delay, depart from hence, bending thy Steps 
“  full Soilth, towards Arabia, and there to repair to 

a certain  Place, the which his Divine M ajefty has 
“  chofe to  fiz therein the Throne and the Scepter 
“  H e has, long fince, defign’d for H is Elefted Ma- 
“  hommad, and after hiii?, to  his g!:eat and noble 
“  Pofterity, and w orthy Succeflbn. Thou there art 
“  to lay  the Foundation for the building a nioft glo- 
“  r io u s  and magnificent Tem ple, the which ibr \<i)
“  Excellency, S an d ity , and the Vertues to  be prac- , 
“  tifed therein, fhall be abundantly fuperior to  any->
“  Tem ple in  the whole Univerfe. In  it, ihall becp^
“  lebrated, in After-Ages, the moft Holy R ^ e s ^ ^ t  
*' are polTible to be performed by M ortals tR  this 
“  W orld, in Imitation' of th,ofe who inhabit the other 
“  W orld o f Everlafting Life. The Name o f  this 
“  fandfified Place, is Alecca, and i t  is* the Spot o f 
“  Ground chofen by God himfelf, to be tfie Metro- 
“  polis, and Capital, for the Founding and Propa- 
“  gating H is moft H oly and moft D ivine Law.

W hen the Bleffed Angel tiad delivered this MefTage, 
he fudd(;nly departed, without ftaying for any Re
p ly  : Abraham then, being exceedingly joyfu l at thefe 
happjr Tidings, awakened his Wife Sarah, and (jom- 
municated to her, all the Angel had told him  ; H ^ ^ ^  
th a t the Lord had been fo gracioufly M crciful to h i r n ^ ^  
as to  vouchfafe, th a t a W ork fo Pious, and fo full oF  ^  
Sandlity, ftiould be begun by his H ands.

1 lo  Maholnetjfm Explain d*

(a") The W ord Kere is Alfadila ; I t (hould rather bs E l Fa'tfhilab, 
th e  Plural o f which is F a/hiil, and with the Article T/bf prefix’d to  
i t ,  is E l Fadhail. I t  fignifi^s Vertue a#J Excellency, as I -have 
hinted tlfewhere The Mufnlntans aflign Five principal Vertues, 
iq which the Spiritual Li*e confifts ■, which are, i .  ConfiJence in the 
D ivine P rovidence: 2. Conformity to  the Will of*“G od: 3. Self- 
D en ia l: 4 . P rayer; f .  Contemplation. Thefe they call El Fiuihail. 
There is a Book ca llrf , Fadhtil, M jjir or Mefr, the  Excellencies o f  
^ f t .

\
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Sarah, a t this good New's, was no lefs rejoj’ced than  
her H ufband; and that very D ay, with all imagi
nable Diligence and Expedition, they got all Things 
in  a Readinefs for their Journey 5 and taking their 
Leaves of all their Fam ily , they fet out, travelling 
w ith the utm dft Speed, an«l never m aking any  Stay, 
bu t when it could not poUlbly be avoid'ed.

As they  were proceeding on their Jou rney , they 
were, s f  Neceliity, obi ged to pafs through the Terri* 
tories of King who, at { a )  that Time, reign’d
in JEgypt; and as they were near a ccrtain M ountain, 

iey were attacked and leized by fome Spiet^ who 
o |T  upon D uty , perform ing the Commands of 

thal^ijA g, and were by them carried Jo  his Palace.
Abraham, as they  were going along, guariled and 

conduced by thofe Soldiers, advifed his Spoufe, th a t, 
in Cafe fhe w^s exam ined, and had it put home to her 
to declare who he was, and what Relation fhe was 
to  him , that (he (hould not own her-felf to be his 
Wife, but {hould fay. She was his S ifter: But Sarah, 
e 'th e rn o t hearing what hfffaid, or not righ tly  under- 
ftanding h im , becaufe he was forced to  deliver his 
M ind to her partly* in Signs, and partly  in W hifpers, 
when (he was introduced rnto tlie Libidinous King’s 
B ^w nce, who was wonderfully fmitten with her er- 

^ t e e d i n g  Beauty (her Eyes Teeming to obfcure the 
L ight of the Sun) fhe made a quite contrary  Anfwer 
to what her Hufl)and had injoyned her to fay.

The King thinking fit to examine them feparately,
, had, beforehand, ordered Abraham to be brought in 

firfl:; The firft Word Agitr faid to  him , was. Whither 
art thou going toiih that Beautifu! Damfen Is fhe your 
Wife, that you go lovingly together} Let me know 
that, and I'lkejioije, vohitheryou are bound?

Maliometifm Explain 11 .

(« ) The Author o f the l i r i c l  Monthedhth, who has this fame 
Story, with fomc Variations, faj's, this King’s Nr/tnc was Sentn tea 
Vlvnii.

Abrabsm^



Abraham^ being interrogated rffter (uch a M anner, 
reply’d ; “  The W oinan, <ny Lord, ycu inquire aboutj c- 
‘‘ is m y Sifter  ̂ I am conducing lier into Arabia, the 
‘‘ neareft Part of it from hence The Occafion o f  our 

Journey  thither, is, Ibme Affairs of Moment, which 
‘‘ concern us both very  ^articu larl^^  I  in treat youj 

m y Lord, to fuffer us to proceed on in our W ay,
“  without detaining us any longer •, for our Bufinefs 

is of that Confequence, that it requires our ,utm oft < 
“  Hafte, and we have fiill m any D ays to  travel, *

After this, Abraham was ordered to w ithdraw j fo he 
was taken aw ay, and Sarah was brought in by th e . 
Command o f Agar, who was defirous to krun^, 
th a t Abraham had told him was T ruth , or 
he had. been gu ihy  o f any Prevarication.

She, being ignorant o f what had pafs’d, when the 
fame Queftions were pu t to her, as haJ been before 
to  her Hufliand, innocently anfwered. T hat ftie was 
hi$ dearly beloved Wife. —

T he King, highly incenfed a t this Double-DealiMg, 
and being, befides, defirous and im patient to gratify  
his luftful Inclinations (for the uncommon CHarms 
o f  the amiable Sarah, had extremely raifed his Appe
tite) he fent for Abraham, ,and, in a great Rage, alked 
him j How he had dared to have the Prefum ptionjfe^ 
tell him fuch Falfehoods to his Face ? Abraham r e p l i e ^  ̂  
“ M y Lord, I have told you no Falfehood, God fo rb iay  j ^ '  
“  I  ever ftiould be guilty  o f  that Sin. I f  I  faid this 
“  Woman is m y Sifter, it  is T ru th , for ftie is m y 
“  Coufin-Germ ainby Blood, which, in our (a) Lav/, is ^
“  allowable to be term ed a Sifter. *

I n  Mahossetifm Explain 3.

( a )  The M m j  and. jirais more frequently call thofc who are 
fo nearly related to them as Coufin-Germain, and
that is, Brother and Sifter, than they call them Be», and Be»’t Amme, 
which fignifies Coufin o f either Sex; yet, notwithftanding, thev 
always chufe to  interm arry in th a t Degree o f Confanguinity, much 
rather than with Strangers, cxcept fome Inconvenicnty a r  Diflike 
p u t an Obft«cIe.'

This



This reafonable Anfwer had uo M anner o f Influ
ence upon the King ; but he caus’d Mraham, for his 
malicious prevaricating Pealing  (as he called it) to  be 
h u rry ’d to Prifon, and ordered Sarah to  be condudted 
in to  his rich and magnificent Bed-Chamber, in order 
to  fatisfy his aporous D eftres; for his luftful H eart 
was ftrangely captivated w ith  her Beauty. So this 
charming, lovely Creature (whofe Face was brighter 
than  the Day, and.oul-lhone the Moon) was c k r r y ’d  

-  aw ay , and laid upon a fine Couch, in the  p rivate  
A ppartm ent o f ihat-libidinous Prince, 
w  In  the mean while, ’tis worthy our C onfideration,to  

^|T!at T ortures the good Abraham muft feel, to  
lee ntflflear Spoufe^ who was dearer him than his 
ownTelf, led aw ay from him, to the Intent he m ight 
well imagine. T he Pangs of Jealoufy he felt were 
fo violent, afid cafl; him  in t<5 fuch an Agony, th a t 
he had almoft render’d up his Soul w ith innumerable 
Sighs and convulflve Sobs. Under this 'AfHidtion, 
addreffing him felf to  his C reator in an humble Pofture, 
he u tte r’d thefe W ords; “  O  King of the Heavens I 
“  Look down upon the Sufferings o f m y tortur’d 
“  Soul! This T y ra n t’s infernal F u ry  ia®more grie- 

^ u s  to me than the Bitternefs of the mofl cruel 
5^ e a t h !  I t is Thou, O  Lord, whoremoveft the Ago- 

nies and Anxieties from thofe Hearts which are 
fcA overwhelmed with Sorrow !

W hilft Abraham underwent this fevere T ry a l, the 
Lafcitious King haflen’d to the Appartm ent where he 

« had caufed Sarah to be convey’d, and where Ihe had 
been all the while weef«rtg and lam enting, and w ith 
her Soul full o f  Aneuifh, im ploring God’s Affiftance 
to  deliver her fro rrrthe  furious Tranfports of Agars 
Luft. The J.t)rd heard thefe her-P etitions; for the 
King no fo«ner approach’d, and had laid hold o f  her 
to  take her in his Arms, but his Limbs arid whole 
Body were fuddenly feized w ith a ftrange N um b- 
nefs and Infenfibility, and he became in tire ly  Cold, 
Una<aive5 and, in a W ord, wholly Impot;ent.

I . Tffla

Mahometifm. E>tph



u p o n  this he begaii • to  be fenfible o f his E rror, 
and fent im m ediately to fetch Abraham out o f the 
Dungeon he had put him  in, and where the H oly 
Patriarch  iiad endur’d fuch Agonies.: Being brought 
before him, he, with great H um ility , ^ f ig n a tio n  and 
Contrition, intreated him  io forgive tifc Itijury he had 
offer’d him, and to  implore his Lord to g ran t him his 
Life, and the Recovery of his Health. This the Good 
and Pious Abraham w illingly complied w ith ;  and 
through his M eans, and a t his Interceffion, the King 
was perfeftly reftored to his priftine.State of Health 
and Strength, and the vertuous Sarah rem ain’d with » 
out BlemiSi, free, pure, and unpolluted, a n d ^ e  ^ n g  
very  thankful, a/id full of A cknow le^em ent Tor his 
great ai.d miraculous Deliverance ; offering, in trea t- 
ing, nay , commanding them, th a t they ihould ufe 
his Palace and his whdle Dominions, as their own, 
into whatfoever Part e f  them they fhould pafs in the ir 
Journey  •, f lr id ly  enjoyning them, to  make no m an
ner o f Difference between what he was poflefled of, 
and what belong’d to  thefnfelves.' T hey  kifs’d his 
H ands for the Favours he fo generoufly offer’d 
them , but J^gg’d he would give tiiem Leave to  pro
ceed on their Journey without further Detenf'on, 
feeing their Affairs required the greateft Expedition, v  

T he few Days they continued with King A g a r^^  
they were ferv’d and entertain’d w ith all imaginable ^  
Magnificence, G allantry and Deference, palfmg their 
T im e in M irth  and Rejoycing. T his King had ' an 
only D aughter, whofe Nam e was ( a )  Uechera [ ra 
th er Hegira or Hegiar~\ a mbft beautiful, and accom-

plifli’d

114 Mahometifm Explahid.

%
(n) Vagtr. Her Name amongft the Arabi is Hapsr o r rather He- 

gUr, w ith  the  foft Afpiration H t ; whereas the Ha is the harfll One'. 
"Tis not this A uthor alone, but all Mahomttans in general, pretend. 
That, far from being Abrahams Concubine, o r a Bond-Woman, (he 
was his lawful W ife, and of Royal Defceot •, and fo, by Conrequenre, 
he j both his plder-fhrp, aod by the N obilitv  o f  hi*

Mother,



'■■ I

plifli’d Y oung L ady , in the firft Bloom of her Y outh, 
and prefiimptive Heirefi to  his Crown, and all his 
Dominions. This Princefs, enam our’d and charm’d 
with the endearing Converfation o f Sarah^ and being 
befides toucnd w ith the*great Zeal and P iety  Ihe ob- 
lerv’d in Abraham, went to  the King her Father, 
and falling down ypon her Knees before him , w ith  a 
moft dutiful H um ility  and Refignation, faid to  
him •, “  M y Lord and F a th e r ! I in treat your Ma- 
“  jefty , tha t one -p'avour your LoviMg and Beloved 

Daughter is come to  petition you for, m ay be 
^ ^ r ^ e d  her, and not be denied: I t  is, T h a t you  

be pletffed -to give me your Permiflton, th a t 
“  I may go into Arabia the- Happy, in Company -of 
“  the amiable Samb, a n d jth e  righteous Abraham i 
“  If  I go in the Keeping arfa under the Protedlion o f 
“  thofe Perfons who follow the Path o f God, 
“  it  is impofllble I Ihould err, or do aiiTifs. For i t

M ahoraetifm* E x p la in  ^ , 115

M other, was much fupcrior to  his Brother //<«c; For which Con- 
fidcration, he had the.whole Peninfula of A r M a  for hii Inl’critaiKe, 
which is vaftly Larger and Richet th a i F.iltJ)ine, o r the Land o f 

which was the Inheritance of the Younger Serf o f  Abrakant. 
they fay, died ac M>cct, and was buried wjchin the outw ard 

^  Inclofure o f  the Caabak, or Square Chape/, which Inclofurc, o r
W all, the Arabs call H-ithim.----- Though I ought to  have mention’d

'  th e  Place of l# r  Birth, before that of her Burial, y t t  moft of the ir 
Men of L etteri affirm. T hat Ihe was b»rn at the C ity o f fa rm j 
ih '<^liere the Kings of that Country kept their C ourt in

, Abrahtm 's Days, it being ac th a t T im e, the C apita l; And Abou 
M-ttvoi, ia  his Account o f i  Journey he took out o f Syria into 

fays, That he pafs’d throwgh the Cities o f G i^a  o f f J i f i m ,  
or th e  H ttflitm itts, whicKis Q^x^i in S n u ,  and F»rma o f H 'giar, or 
H H ‘̂ r. Another AraHan Auth j r ,  named Ben KhuUcan, fays the 
fame, and adds, >fhat this Mother of the Arabs is own’d by all the 
Tribes therejjjm its, to  have been born in tha t Capital, or in fome 
Village near it. This C ity has, in Procefs of Time, been fo iiitirely 
deftroy’d , th a t nothing now remains of it, tu ta fm a ll  Hill raifed 
out o f  its Ruins, on the Left Hand, as the Caravans crofs over the 
Sands o f  C jjlr , in their W ay from GranJ Ctiro in to  S fria . Their 
Hiftorles fay. That this City F<»rm«, was deft.oyed by R aldm n , the 
Brother of Godfrey o f  S m U o n , King of fe r u fil tm .  -T h is  B ttitv in  
they call S.irdkii. • ,  ^



‘‘ is m y firm Refolution to  defift from all Thoughts
of inheriting the Em pire From  this H our I  renoance 

“  ail C laim  or Right to it, w ith all its Pomp and 
“  M ajefty ; it being m y In ten t to  feek the Heavenly 
“  Crown, the Throne whereof as Eyerlafting and

E te rn a l: And as this m y Requeft is equitable, ju ft 
‘‘ and fincere, and m y Petition is well grounded, I  
“■ befecch you to be no Hindrance to  me therein j 
“  but I rather confide in your Bolinty, th a t you will 
“  be aflifling to me in what I fo ingenuoufly defire,
"  and earneftly requeft. ‘ . •

“  O  unheard-of Requeft ! O  pure and h o l^
“  nation 1 O  dcvinely-infpir’d- Eceaft ! Sincere *and 
“ • Praife-worthy Determination! Such a laudable Re- 
“  folution or Intent as .this, has never ){£t been fcen 
“  or heard o f by any  M ortal in  this W orld, fo fin- 
“  ful full pif V an ity  I how pioiifl/ foever they 
“  m igh^o thertv ife, have been inclin’d. Thofe who 
“  have prevail’d upon the^nfeIves to  relinquifh and 
“  abandon their W orldly Pleafiires, to betake them- 
“  felves to a folitary, reclufe and retired  Life, and 
“  to  pafs the remaining P art of their D ays in  Aufte- 
‘‘ rities and Devotion, hav'e been look’d upon^ns 
“  Saints, and their fo doing, has been thought e x c e e d s ,. 
^  ing meritorious •, but th a t has feldom or never hap- ^  
“  pen’d, but to thofe whofe advanc’d Tilears began 
“  to call them on apace to leave the W orld and its  
*' Vanities, fo r  good and all, and had left them unfit 
“  for the debauch’d and irregular Courfes, and the  ‘ 
“  lewd Com pany they were wont to keep in their 
“  unbridled and irreligious Y oi^h: Then indeed,
“  call’d upon by the Stings o f the lt Qonfciences for 
“  their pafl Tranf^reflions, and difturb-tJ a t their hav- 
“  ing led fuch diffblute Lives, they havl^determ in’d 
“  to  put a S top .to  fuch Enorm ities, by retiring  to
“  fome folitary H erm itage. ------Thofe others, who, a t
“  the Expence o f their Blood, and Hazard o f their 
”  Lives, nave magnanimoofly deliver’d their Coun- 
“  V ‘ “  tries

-I i6  Mahometili'n Explain’d,



“  tries from Ruin and D eftrudion, have, in rea lit) ',
“  been very  w orthy o f C om m endation; yet, I  dare 
“  affirm. T hey had fcarce ventur’d themfeives Co far,
“  had they not feen Death fb near them , and already 
“  enter’d within their very Towns  ̂ fo that they were 
“  forcibly corryieird, e ither to  die, or glorioufly to 
*' free themfeives: This it  was that fet them  on, and 
“  infpir’d them with Courage and In trep id ity ; with 
“  the View, rather, ot fignalizing themfeives, and 
“  m aking their Names Famous to  F u tu rity , than ot 
“  obtaining E terna l Life. T ha t ever great and memo- 
“  table M atron Judith , when (he beheld her native 
" ^ it jy ic o n q u e r ’d, and deliver’d up into the Power 
“  o fc ^ e  herfelf, as well as the reft,
“  liable to  tne Indignities a<id Outrages of an infolent 
"  and imperious Conqueroil refolutely went out 
“  in to  the M idft of the E^>fmies Cam p, and there

• “  depriv’d the Great C aptain  HoJpphernes o f his 
“  Life, whereby (he glorioufly obtained h*r own Li- 
“  berty , together w ith  an  unblem ifh'd Charadter, 

and! by the fan ^  noble and heroick Aftion, freed 
“  her dear Country. But, notw ithftanding this moft 
“  generous Deed hers deferves a never-dying Glory,
“  and the higheft Commendations, ye t there was a for- 
^ ’'fible Obligation o f doing it. But the Heroine 
“  I  now tre a t of, who was ac the Fountain-Head o f  
“  Happinefs, beautiful to  Eicefs, in h.T tendereft 
“  Bloom, and, more than all that, Heirefs to a m ighty  
“  Empire, abounding in  W ealth, and powerful in  
“  Vaffals; Allurem ents, which are wont to a t t r a f t th e  
“  M indseven of the moft B igo tted ; F o r Her ;o  be fo 
“  marvelloufly infpir’d w ith Divine l.ove, as to deter- 
“  m ine, for the thereof, to  abandon her Father,
*' and to  re li^ u if li  her C ountry, B irth right, W ealth 
“  and Inhsrfitance, her Pom p, Omamenfs and De- 
“  lights, to  follow the pious Zeal o f a Couple o f  
“  poor "Wandeiers, is an  A ftion without Example or
“  Precedent. -----------W ell, O  m od illuftrious and
“  matchlefs Princefs I W ell doft thou merit the Name

1 3 W
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(rt)  thou art called by , fince, O  Zealous PrinceG !
“  Thou haft been thought worthy to be the elected 
“  Source and Fountain, through which the glorious 
‘‘ and refulgent Light was to be conveyed.

N ow  when Agar had hoard, and tli^jroughly con- 
fidered, his Daughter’s juft and reafonable Requeft, 
he thought fo laudable a Propofai and Refolution 
highly defervtd a favourable Anfwer j fo tha t, w ithout 
Hefitation, he not only w illingly gave his Confent 
to  all fhe afk’d, but th a t very D ay renounc’d his 
Id o la try  and Falfe Belief, and embraced Jjlami/m, the^, 
true F aith  that leads to Salvation; and afteiwtavi»^ 
bellow’d m any rich and noble Prefents upon t n ^ * ^  
T h ree , he fufFere^l them tp dep’art*hi purfait o f 'tlie ir 
intended Journey, w h icF 'they  did without Lofs of 
T im e: And, in a tew DaJ^, they arrived vcithin Sight 
o f  the Confines o f Arabia, where they, wirh great • 
Devotion apd H um ility , returned infinite and joyfu l 
Thankfgivings to God their C reator for that Mercy. 
B ut when the Lord was ploafed itv  condudl them to* 
th a t H oly Station, which was appointed for their 
Journey’s-End, th ey  there fet down their Baggage 
to  take fome Repofe, in E ipe£tation of frefli Orders 
fronj tlje A lm ighty concerning what was next to 
done, and in what Method they were to  proceed in 
the im portant Affair which was to  be put in Execu- 
tion.

Abrahm  w ith Sarah his Wife made their Abode 
in  Arabia m any Years, having the Princefs Hagar con
tinually  in their Com pany, where they led their Lives 
v e ry  coujfortably, and w ith an exemplary Sanftity 
and P iety : But when beheld <!i^-felf to advance
apace in  Years, and feeing (he had bor^v^r Hufband 
no Children in all tlie Time they had b e e ^ o g e th e r .

I ] 8 Mahometifm Explahi^.

(<) is by fome called, 0mm el Arab, or, T he Mother of the
A ia b i; but many hold their Original to  be o f an ancientet Date.

flie



flie began to  defpair o f  ever having any , and was 
very urgent in her Intreaties to  Abraham, that he 
would take the Princefs Ut^ar to W ife, (who had 
accompanyed them out of M gypt) th a t the Lord 
might be pleaifed to voujhfa^e him a lawful Suc- 
cellor through her Means •, which Blelfing there 
was little  or no Probability he could ever eipefl: 
to  enjoy from h e rfe lt

This Propofal of Sarah's was received by  her 
Hufband with a great deal of Lukewarmnefs and 
Indifference, andrheirem ain’d, for fome T im e, irrefo- 
k^e  and undeterm in’d what he fhould do in this 

whether he fhould embrace or rejedl th e  
Coum w his W ife brfd'^iven him : B«t while he was 
thus wavering in his M in d ^ h e  Angel Gabriel de- 
fcended from^Heaven, and bropght him  eiprefs Com
m ands, T h a t he fhould, wfthout D elay, confum- 
mate what Sarah had propofed to  him  j^T hat the 
Lord bad decreed i t  fhould be fo ■, T ha t He had 
prpinifcd to pour down H ;s Benedidlion upon th e m ; 
and that they fhf65ld partake of H is Grace in 
Abundance.

Abraham obey’d God’s Command, and th a t fame 
D ay. the M arriage was celebrated, according to 
th'ti DireQions o f the Angel 5 and, in a little  Time 
after, the Bride perceived herfelf to be with Child, 
bnd  the Hereditary Light, which fhined on Abra^ 
ham's Forehead (and, by God’s Promife, to  be cen
ter’d in  Mohammed) pafTed aw ay from him to  the 
beautiful Princefs ; fo tha t her Countenance became 
as bright as the (a) M oon when a t the F u jj/  and 
in  its  greatefl Glmyj.

Mahometifm* Exphm d. 119 •*

a p m n d  t(a) ThSi m a ^ u n d  to  fome E irs , an odd Sort o f a C om parifon; 
but I can affure them, th a : no CompHiricnt can be pafs’d upon 
a Mahometin Lady, tha t will be m ore pleafing to her,- than to  
call her, Wid^ el Catuar, or Mari's Face', efpecially if  th e  Gal
lant who makes it her, adds, When ’lu  F m teen V a jt »W,

I 4 * / A tw



At 'Nine M onths End fhe was deliver’d of a  Son, 
ps beautiful as the M orning-Star, and the Nam e 
they gave him was {a) IJhmacL He was born w ith  
th a t refplendent and royal Banver of Light upon 
his Foreheadj which he inherited ^roin our firft 
Father, and was ordaifi’d to  defcend gradually , 
’till it finally fixed itfelf upon Mohammed.

120 Mahomctifm Explain d.

(a) The M abm etirs in gencralj tell the Story of this Ijhmtel 
the Son of Afirebjw  by hagar, as our Scripture^ do that o f  Ifaac 
the Son of S<ir,ih ; only add, That the piicc where he was to  have 
^een fa^rificeil, was the very fame where Abraham and 
afterwardi buijt the Caab-ih, the Square Chapel, whiCk is BHhin 
th e  Temple at Mecca, and which h «  fmcc auum edV isc Holy 
T itle  of Be'tt A fM \ God’s Houf«^-‘3n JS h e  C ity itfelf *is called 
M cca {I Mcadhfn'uhi i. e. pKignificenc. My Author, at may be
J'een in feme of the fo l lo w ^  Pages, fays, the Sacrifice was p tr-  
brmed upon the Top of a \ lo u n ta in ,  «hereas tiie City o^Mecct, 

and, confequently, the Temple, is fituated in a Plain between 
M ountains;  I t has Two, at three Miles diftance on the N orth, 
th e  Name of the one is Abtty. Catt, and the other G'frabim, in 
which is five’s Caye, where Aijhomet u k d  to  retire , and paft.his 
Time in Contemplation, before* he pubtjiikly fet up for a Pro- 
jth ec : Thi» Cave is held in high Veneration by all his Fol
lowers. Befides thofe Two Mountains pn the NortTi, There is 
•ae ther on the South called Thout, where the Ifiipoftor hid 
himfelf when he rted {(om M ^ca to fa thrib  or Medina-, ofi^hich
inorc in othpr I’Iqces. ------T(iis Ijbmael is looked on by rhe
jtrabf, to  have been the firft Father and Founder of their Na
tion  and tanguage. though, in Reality, their firft Original «  
from  Cathiart, or Ja'tian. the Son o f Hehtr. They Ciy, he liveif 
One hundred Thirty Seven Years, and tha t he and his younger 
B ro ther Ifnc , fprea.i Jjlm ifm , or the True Religion, throughout 
JtrabU, ^nd the Land o f Camtn. The Affinity or Refemblanct 
between the AVords ljlatni[m apd Ifmiehfm ^though in their 
| , ‘an g u a^  t l i ty ' have no Words with that Tcrmiaatiort, which to  
them  would fbuml intirely barbarous) is I'uppofed by many, to  
have been the Reafon, tliat feveral Miiometan Doftors
h jvc  confoun^cd tjiem , sn4 maintain, T l i ^ t h e  Religion Ma- 
tomet taught ttis Followers, is the fame which«^{7ji»«l preach’d 
to  the Artibi. —— Ihe 'Ihm nclnei o r Race o f^ h m a e l,  whom
fome Authors u lll not allow to be pure A ra tt, but m ixt, had,
a t  the Beginning, much <i^ntcntion with the Giorhamidts, anci- 
cptcr Inhabitants o f Afabit than themreives, about the Temple 
a t  jJftrfj ; b u ta t  laft, thcfe two ^ace«, yniting by Alliances, b*- 
cam c fo r^ lic  future but one Nat on.

' ; . Abraham



Abraham was tranfported  w ith  Joy a t  this fq 
fignal a Bkfling, infomuch th a t he pafs’d whole 
Days and Nights in T hankfgiving, and in prai- 
fing the Name o f the Lord o f Heaven. But, as 
H um an Minds are fo co rru^ed , fo .ftill of Envy 
and M alice ev»r fince th ib  fata l M oment in which 
the Accurfed Angel fell from his glorious Station in 
Paradife and th is unhappy Seed o f Dijcord has fo 
univerfally fpread i tf e lf ' through all the W orld, 
th a t no Part thereof is free from that pernicious 
Legacy -̂ i t  cam »-te' have fo great an Influence upon 
«Jje H earts of Hagar and Sarah, as to  d ifturb and 
b rla k jo IF  tha t Union and A m ity , which had hi- 
therro^ for fo m ai^y-Xf^rs, been c ijtiv a ted  between 
them ; For they now begaflKto hate one another as 
much as tl^fy had lov’d before : There was now 
nothing but Q uarrels, Disputes, DiifFerenccs, and 
Difcontent between them  ̂ fo great an EfFed .had 
the  Contagion o f  Difcord to deftroy aifO diffipate 
tjia t priftine Content and U nanim ity  they onca 
enjoy’d. I  am tujt able to determ ine whether or 
no It proceeded from  Saral/s being jealous a t the 
exceeding great Jo y  and Satisfadlion the Princefs 
had conceived a t her being bleft with fo ineflima- 
ble*a Jewel as fijch a Son as IJhmael; or whether 
that the Princefs herfelf was not fomewhat eleva
ted w ith the ThoHghts o f  her being the M other of 
th a t Son, and fo endeavour’d a t a Superiority over 
Sarah upon tha t Account •, as likewi(e feeing tha t 
Abraham had fo great a Value for her, and treated 
her w ith fuch extreme Fondnefs and T ende^efs. I t  
p rjbab ly  feems to be from one or b o t lr o f  thefe 
Caufes, th a t t^ i^ fta tre d  and Enm ity^ between the 
Pofterity tw o Sons o f Abraham h id  its Original 
Source, wJnch they fuck’d in w ith their m il M ilk, and 
which continues even to this D ay, as is obvious to  be 
feen : T he like happen’d to Rachel, withj her own 
Sifter Leah j for the Malice of her Sons ag^inft rhofe 
u t Rachel, proceeded from the £ n v y  a n ^  Jealoufy 
between their M others. , ' "JCh«
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T he good Patriarch , obferving all thefe Difquiets, 
refolved, to avoid thofe Confufions, and to make his Life 
eafy, th a t they Ihould be feparated; and to  that Pur- 
pofe he took the Princefs and her Son, and conveyed 
them  out of the W 4y  into an uninhabited M oun
ta in  } where, leaving wfth them w hat Provifion* 
he had brought with him , he took his Leave of 
them , and return’d to his Houfe j but very  m elan
choly, and exceedingly troubled in M ind.

Lt the mean while, Hagar and her beloved Child, 
being left in that folitary MounHiiH^ were brought 
to  fuch Extrem ity  for want o f Food, tha t t l ^  
were forc’d to eat the wild P lan ts and R jb o t^ f  
the E arth , becipfe, for fevejiL^D.Sys, the H o ^  Pa
triarch, had n e g l e c t e d V a r r y  them  any Provi- 
fion : For i t  is a common Thing, loo ea£iy to forget 
thofe who are in ’Kecejjii'y, even by the beji and mo/i 
vigilant ?erfons ! T hey were, a t lafl, fo opprelTed 
w ith Hunger and Thirft, and brought to fo low a 
Condition, th a t the poor Infant could no longq,r 
go nor fland, nor had his'M oth;er fcaice any Life 
left in her.

The difconfolate Princcft, overwlielm’d with Grief 
and Affliaion, and no longer able to bear in fho»:Jk:- 
ing an Objedt, left the Child, in that miferafi Is 
and languilhing Condition, behind a Rock, aiui went 
up to  the Top of the M ountain, and there proftra- 
ted  herfelf before the Lord, g lorifying his H oly 
N am e, who had been pleafed Ihe ftiould undergo all 
th a t Extrem ity o f Sorrow.

 ̂ W he^ftie  had continued there in earncft Devo
tion, ’t i l i ’lli^ thought file might rcafonably c ^ -  
jefture th a t her dear and deftiftftVvChild had ren
der’d up its S/>nl to the Creator, Ihe r k ^ n ’d to the 
Place where 4 lie had left him , in order ^ b e  fatis- 
fied j W here, inftead of finding him pined aw ay 
and deadi as fhe apprehended, fhe beheld him fit
ting , witp a briHlc and lively Countenance, a t the

' B r in k '
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B rink o f  a  delicious Spring, w ith great Abundance 
o f  refrelhing and choice Viands placed all round 
about him.

This M ountain is the fame which is called (a) 
Z 'm z im ; and tljat ever-famous W ell, which is con- 
ftan tly  vifited, and held in  fach high Veneration by 
all the Haggis^ or Pilgrims, is called by the Nam e 
o f Zimz'im.

Do

Mahotnetifm Explain d. 12:5

(«) This Z im m ,  arSem ^em , is the Name o f a famous W ell 
nrivr Micca, mightUy reforted to  by the Mihometan Pilgrim*, 
and bx all that Seft in general, held in great Efteem. K^an- 
demir gicae? the following ̂ AKOunt of it. The Oiorhatnides, an 
anciemc Ti*ibe o f A>ibi, iftnaB fiiSg^ijW j Fdtltx, were the firft 
th a t m et f^gar  o r Hegitr wanderin|'l(in the Defart, and they, 
by the F l'ght o f Birds, difcover’d w iere  tha t wonderful Spring 
W .1 S , and therefore they pretended, t in t  both the Well and the 
Country round about it, o f  R ight, belonged to  th e m : B ut 
A b r a h a m  coming to vifit J j h m j e l , and having built t k e  Chapel 
o r Temple cjlled C athib, o r the Sqmre Hiufc, he gave tha t 
and ^11 the Territory about it , which was afterwards named O f 
Af.'cf” , to  h s Son Iflmaei. The* eldefi Son of IjJimul, whofc 
Name was Thabetb, made good his Poffeflion of thofe P laces; 
but leaving his Children, under Age, M id b M  ben Amou, the ir 
Grandfather by the Mother’s fide, took Charge o f  their E dua> 
tion , and at the fame Tim e, made himfelf Mafter o f the Cttbith, 
and ot i h e  holy W ell Tbabeib's Children being grown
up, would tiM contend w ith their Grandfather Madhabd for the 
PoiTefHon of thofe Places, fo that they remain’d to  him and his 
tJhildren after him , ’till the GiorhamiJes took them by Force ; 
but Ijfm jers  Pofterity attacking them , they were overthrown, 
and obliged to  q u it the Temple arid the City Mecea, which 
was built by Degrees by the Concourfe o f  People,* and they 
cafl the Black, Stone (o f vvhich m ore in another Place) which it  
fo  highly honoured in th a t Tem ple, with the o f
l.caten Gold, prefentcd to  the Temple by a K if i^ o f  Arabh, 
into the W ell of Z m g fm ;  which they quite (loflp’d up . Thei 
W ei! continued tl^ ii^ fillfd  u p , ' ’till the Days o \  Abdelmoibleb, 
Grand&ther to  jm h o m o ,  who one Day, heard a Xoice, which 
faid to  him ; V tg the Well of Zemzem. He asked the Voice, 
iVbat Ic ipzem  v>as ? The lam e Voice replyed ; It k k  t  Spring 
that rofe under the Feet o f  Iflimae), o f which he and bit ufed to 
drinl^. Abdelmnhkb fliH ignorant were th is Well was, f t e  fame 
Voice continued, faying ; The WeH Zemzem k  near the wo IdoU 
f f  the Koraiftiitcs, v'mch m c ctGed Affaf tad  N a ilah }. cltd exiQly

• f  wberC'



Do but confider w ithin yourfelves, the  inexpref- 
Uble Joy  and Satisfadion this Princefs muft con
ceive, to  find her Son, whom Ihe thought had 
perilhed for W ant, thus plentifully and providenti

a lly
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tehcit you fhaU fte a M agpie peck tie Ground, and difcover an Ants 
Kej}  ̂ il:ere you muft dig. Abdslmothkb, not doubting but the Voicc 
came from Heaven, went about to  obey i t ;  and notw ithftanding 
Rreat Oppofition from the I^oraijhites, who would keep up their 
Idols in tha t Place, he prevailed, and dug the Well. W hen 
the W ork was done, the l^raifhrtei'H ^m andcd  P art o f the 
Treafure he had found therein, which was retufed tjiem by 
dtlmoibleb, alledging, that it belong’d to  the Holy H ou^, ^ a t  is, 
the  Temple called Caatab, h o i^ th ^ -j^ ra h a m  and To
decide th ii Controverfy, ^ j - ^ a g r e e d  to repair to  a famoui 
SootliTayer, call’d Ebn S a j ^ who lived on the Borde’ri o f Sjrity 
and was by the A t tbs accbunted a great Propjjiet, fo that they 
generally made Choice of htm to decide all their diflBcuIt Quc- 
ftions. They fet out towards Sjria, and, by the W ay, the Heat 
«as fo exce/Tive, that AbdclmotbUb, being extremely thirfty, was 
forced to  asK Tome W ater of the S^oraijhites, wh«, fearing they 
m ight want tl'emfelves, re fu fed jt him. Abdclmorhlrh, ir> thiSc-iix- 
trenaity, had Thoughts of leaving thetn to feek  for W ater elfc- 
vdiere, when a plentiful clear Spring gurti’d out from under one 
o f his Camel’s Feet, which not only abundantly fnrniflied him 
and his, but fcrv’d alfo the i^ ra ijh ittf,  who had before deny’d 
him a D'aughr. They, moved by this Miracle, would nest pro
ceed any /a r th e r  to  fcek after the Soothfayer, but fuymitted 
themfclvcs to  Abde.mvblcb, looking on him at a Perfon particu
larly favcured by God. In Ihort, he was a M an fo intirely 
dcro ted  to  G od’s Service, that he had made a Vow to  facrifice 
one o f  his C hildren, in cafe he  had T en , to  im itate A bnban, 
from whom he was lineally defcended by his Son Jjhmaei. 
A t  length, Ztmx_tm was dug and clcanfdd, aod Abdelmvbleh 
nave to the Temple of (aabah tlie two Golden Goats, and all 
the M « ^ v , he could make of the Arms and other Accoutre- 
tn c rts  he hacK found in the Well \ and^he  Vow he had made o f  
Sacrificing o n f  o f  his Children, was, x ^ -f iie  Lord’s Appoint
m ent, chang’̂ i n t o  a  Number of Sheep, whV,-.were flaughter’d 
a t the new j/edicatien, as we may (ay, o f th ^ ^am o u s Tempfe 
£)f Affcfj. The City o f Mecct Had, for a long Tim e, no other 
W ater but that o f the Well of Zem xm , ’till the great Refort 
of Catalans th ither obliged the Caliphs to  build an Aqua- 
duft, wl*ch now furnilhes Abundance o f W ater to  ill Comers. 
AUbomet, to make the City o f Meci», where fce was born, more 
confideraMe, to  heighten the Devotion o f  the People, and to  

r— ^  < draw



ally  fupply’d with C aleftlal N ouriflim ent! And th is 
' Joy  and Amazement was increafed, when, imme- 

didtely after, ftie faw^ the fa ith fu l Angel Gabriel 
defcend to them , infpiring them both w ith  Courage, 
b id in g  them  t»  fear no th ing  and bringing the hap* 
py  Tidings, that. God would certain ly  blefs, and 
provide for them.

A fter all thefe Things had happen’d, as I  have 
declared, when in Procefs of T im e IJhmael was 
grown up to be a fine Youth, and Abraham's Af
fairs were all a t Q i ie t ,  he leading a contented L ife, 
the Angel Gabriel came down once more, and drew  
out the Flan, and Circum ference for the Founda
tion o f tn e  H oly Tejjipl'*^ after the Model, and on 
the fame Spot o f  GrounS^'-^^’here the  A lm igh ty  
had defigned ^hat the Sacred Fabrick ftiould be 
erefted.

The Ground was m arked out in four Sides, the 
two (a) longeft o f which meafured one hun'Sred and  
fo r^ ’̂ Feet, but the Breadth was only fort}’’ : A nd

to
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draw ^more Pilgrims th ither, made great Elogics upon the 
W ater*,of this W ell ; for there is a Tradition deliver’d from 
him by the Calipb Omtr, That the U 'ater of the Well o f  
Zem^en  is a Sovereign Remedy, and reftores to  Health him  
who drinks th e reo f; and that he who drinks o f it  in Abun
dance, and quenches his T h ird  therew ith, obtains Pardon #o i 
all his Sins. —  This W ater is preferv’d in Bottles by the 
Pilgrim s, and brought very often fome thoufands o f  Miles to

• prefcnt to  their Friends, as the moft acceprable Prcfent tlicy 
can make them . They affirm. That they who drink o f /it  with 
Devotion, and an implicire Faith , (hall be bleffed ■'■siltfi a  vaft 
S tren |th  o f  M e m o r y a  great D oftor am oig  them for
m erly, v»ho(t Nanj^Jwas E l Hjfediij, and ffm ous |b r  his prodi
gious Memory iiM f^o ting  T raditions,'as tiie NamCyimplies, ob- 
ta ia ’d th a t B l a ^ g  through the Virtue o f th a t Wa^er.
Uht.

(«) Sure my Author is here mil^aken in his Mfi'afurtng; 
for EdriJJi, in his Geography, w'rites. T h a t the Cttabth qr Square 
Q kipcI which is in the Tcmp.'c at Meet a, is, on the Side* 
f ro n  Eaft to  W eft, twenty four Cubits lopg, and /from  N orth ,

to



to  the End th a t this W ork m ight be compleated w ith
out Labour, the blefled Angel taught Abraham fome 
W ords (he fays four Words) to repeat, b y  the Virtue 
w hereof the H oly Edifice was accomplilhed.

Ifhmael was prefent i r  Company with his Father 
a t whatever was tranfadted upon* that Occafion, as 
one who m ight ju ftly  lay  Claim and Pretenfion o f 
being a principal Sharer in  a W ork o f that N ature.

W hen all was finiflied, the Angel faid to Ahra- 
ham ; “ You are  now to be informed and to  take

Notice, th a t this Fabrick is eredted as the Mo- 
“  del, and in  Im itation o f Seven others ^yhich are 
“  in  H eaven, and that this alone ihall furpafs in 
“  Excellency thofe Cn^LIWal' ones all together j 
“  iince this is defigrfd for the Station, the Re/idence 
“  o f  the Sea/ o f Pardon and Remifliftn of Sins, and 
“  is appointed to  be tlie Seat and M anfion o f the 
“  moft "leQed Lineage th a t ever has been, or ever 
“  (hall be created upon the Face o f  the Earth, who 
“  are to publifli, expand and propagate the chvji/i 
“  and divine Law ot God. This venerable M anfion 
“  ftiall be reforted to, and vilited by the Flower of 
“  thofe People who excel all other Nations in  the
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to  South, it is z ;  Cubits in Breadth, the Gate is a t the Eaft-End, 
and the Thrcftiold of it is about 4  C ubits above the Ground ; fo thau 
th t re  being no Steps to  go up to  it , thofe that comc to  pray 
there lean their Foreheads againft i t : At the Corner o f it is 
the BlacliStjne w i.ith is held in fuchhigh Veneration by all Muffut- 
m tn t. T he  Cmbxh is twenty feyen Cubits high •, its firft Roof is 
oot expofed to  the W eather, there being another over it  for 
th e  Rain to  *̂ all on. The ancient Arabs were wont to  cover the 
Outfides of (his Tem ple with th e  W>, of the ij beft Poets, 
wrought upon Silk ip Letters \>f G o ld ; and . iw  the Afahomtrtnt 
cover the fir/t Roof, and the Wa ls, virith the 'icheft Silks and 
C loth  of Gold, formerly provided by the Calipus and Sultans 
o f  and now by the Ottoman tm p e ro r. ■— • The Cover
ing w h i'h  is now funt every Year from Conjlantimylf, I have 
been oft^n inform’d by credible Eye-Witneflcs, is of Green Vel
vet richly embroider’d. ------  This Caab^b they call Beit ABaht
or G od’s Houfe ; Some of tl.cir W riters fay, it  was not built 
'tin  after D--ath.

“  W orld



‘World for N obility  ; and who, as they hold the 
“  firft R ank Earth, are likewife the inoft
“  regarded in Heaven. ”

W hen Gabriel had faid thefe Words, he departed ; 
and Abraham tbegan and ^went on w ith this pious 
U ndertaking, as. to  what concerned th a t m eritori
ous W ork , being continually accompanied w ith 
IJhmael his Son. He om itted nothing o f what he 
had been enjoyn’d by the Angel, fo th a t the fan- 
a ified  Space o f Ground which had been m ark’d out, 
having had the Foundation laid, was foon encom* 
pafTed with ftrong artd beautiful Walls, and, in fine, 
compleafly. finiftied : A t which, Abraham (  as
well he m ight ) hewg well p leafei, and full o f 
Jo y , made this (hort p]fk}’̂ er to the Lord his 
God V (a) .

Accept
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(*) I find thcfe Line; in D’ /{.rbelot, under the N ane  A bu-  
bumf which, bccaufc they, mention fomctiiing of this Prayer o f 
Abrsham,- may, perhaps, be neither im pi.rtinent to the prefent 
Purpofe, nor unacceptable to  the rurioi» Re.idtr. “  One of the 
“  principal Fiftions the Af-hmetans have conrcrning Abnbam,
“  it this th a t fo!lo»s. — In. th a t Cliapter of the which
“  beafs the Title o f Ahraham, that Patriarch prays to God 

th u f j Lord ! male thu Land fee . nr.d grtinr, th it nehher I, tior 
“  mj Son, may ever m rjhip Idols." Tiic Country here meant, is 
|b e  T erritory of Mecca, which flill crjoys perfeft Freedom j 
for it  is no t lawful to put any Man to  Death therein, nor to  
hunt any B ead, or Ihqot Binls. Jome of the Interpreters will 
have it, that Abnbam 'i Prayer was fully heard, kecaufe that 
neither //Xmifj, nor any o f,h is  Race, ever adored Idols j but in 
this Poin t, they difagree, o th 'rs  holding them to ,^,/abfolute 
Idolaters. In the Sequel o f the fame C hapter, Ab-miam fays to  
God, L ir d !  Thou hafl one of my So/ii in a bar,yn VtUey, n:ar
thy Hoi) Hmfe. thofe W ords, th ^  Interpreters fpeak
thus}  “  Sarah, i r i i t  to  Abraham, not being ab'^ to  endure 
“  o r  \ m  Son IfiHUittl in Pilejiine, ufed ma>i4[^Intrcaties

w ith Ahrabim  to  fend t!iem into a defart C ountrr w here 
“  there was no W ater, Abnh.im  was mightily conccrn’d at this 
“  PropoTal, but Gabriel the Archangel bad him do '4% Santb 
“  defired^ and a t  the fame Tim e he tranfpcrted thci M other 
“  and the Son to  the Count.iy of Mecca, which wai barrea 

and w ithout W 'jtcr, where the A r§el, made a' S /ritig to ,
gufh



128 yiA\\omQti[m Eyplalrid.
“  Accept, p  merciful and gracious Lord ! fhi;} 

“  W ork, which I have brought to Perfeftion in Obe- 
“  dience to thv  Command, and to  Thee alone, and 
“  to  thy  Glory and Honour, i t  is dedicated. O  
“  Lord ! o f thy infinite Mercy and G-aodnel's, give us 
“  the Grace to become and true Belie-
“  vers, and th a t our Nations and Pofterity  m ay 

follow thy  Path. Teach and inftrudt th tm  in 
“  their D uty , th a t they may be capable o f fe|v- 
“  ing and walking before thee, in the m anner 
“  that thou willeft that all Creatures fhould do, in  
“  order to appear befofre thy  Judginent-Seat. In- 

fpire their Hearts with a true and perfedi Peni- 
“  tence*, for v'e are not ignorant, tha t thou ,^ rt al- 
“■ ways ready to  accept;“Veceive’ and rew ard a fin- 

cere Contrition and Repentance of our Tranf- 
“  grcflions. Send doivn to  them ( t  mean, to  us 
“  and our Pofterity and T ribe) Prophets and Mef- 
“  fengerVixom  amoil^ themfelves, and out o f their 
“  own Tribes, who m ay inftruft them in the M y- 
“  fteries of thy  moft H oly and Divine La,w, and 
“  m ay teach and difclofe to  them the Arcana o f 
“  th y  facred Scripture. Cleanfe and purify their 
“  Souls, that under th y ‘A lm ighty Protedlion they  

m ay live and enjoy the Life E ternal and i v e r -

“  ou t under Iftjiri'l's  Feet, which was the only W ater in the 
“  C ountry about, and is a very famous Well among the M a- 
“  hornet ant ̂  called Zem^em, &c. The Temple o f Mecc4 wa* 
“  ro t  then built ; but there w,a$ in the fame Piace, a great 
“  Struftiire, called Somh, after the Manner o f a Temple which 
“  had beerfvthcre ever fmce Adam’s Days, if  we will give 

C redit to ^ th e  Mahometan T radititA ^o, That Antiquity ren- 
“  d e r’d it v ener^ lc , and it was re fo r t^  43. by all the  People 
“  o f the  Country, who would ask any Mere^^ or Favour from 
“  G od. £orabim  pray’d to  God, That the FUt<f tniiht be ?etir 
“  fle i, %rti prodMce ibundtm h the Fruits tht Et^th. His Prayer 
“  was heard, for the Tribe o f  Ghrham  came and fettled 
“ therei; and there are now found at Mecca. Fruits belonging 
“  to  the four Seafons o f the Year, all at once, and in great 
« Plenty.

“ laftingj



^  M aliom etiim  .E v/ jT̂ 7» ’^  i l S  •
“  lafting j for thou a r t  Gracious and Botintiful in 
“  all tfiy Doings, and thy  Knowledge is infinite.
“  I  implore, O  Lord ! tliy  Blefling and Protcdion • 
"  for t lis C ity, th a t tliou wouldtft voiuhfafe to 
“  guard and defend it froin* tha evil Wifhers and 
‘‘ Enemies therepf. G rant thy Benediction to the 
“ ■ Ffuits and Seeds of the Earth, tha t they m ay mul- 

trply and bring forth lor the Ufe and Mourifti- 
itient of Man'kind ; I mean, of thofe who kno.A.'’ 
and acknowledge tiiee, by niaintaiiiing the T ru th  

“  o f  thy  D iv in ity  ; But ti’oG’, O  Lf^rd ! ii’ho 
“ do not fcrve nor believe in thee, Kt them  be 
“  cpnfouffdeJ, andcaft into endlefs Tormenls. A?f:e/t.

This glorious Fabric k, when it was intirel}'’ com- 
pleated , ;^t>ie^T\'alls and Roof thereof appeared as 
Ihining and *as bcautiiul as tne Sun. (a)

G>>:A5tn the Dcfcription o f t i r  C 'lahh, fee t>e Note a litiie 
before, where 1 have fai;l romrtliing to that I’urpcfe. T cm p k s  
are by the Arabun;, fin e. M iilim ei\ Days, called Ju.immn, 
i. e. Places o f  Congregation ; but more properly, JH'Uid, from 
which W ord, the ipm tards  corruptly v\rite •/Hefqiit.i, arcl the 
fr e n c ff  from  them  Alofquce, and v\e Mofq-e- The tu o  mofl 
VeneraWe Tcmpl<:i among the Ahffttlynnus, are, this at Mscca, 
w hich  it the chief and principal o n e , ' anti by way of tycel- 
Jcnry has (added to its other Titles) the Name c f Nl;f^ed el 
J iaram , or the facred Tecnple, anil ’ that a t M  nr,'.a, which 
M abomtt cau'ed to  i>e built when he fled thither tSre Dr. 
PtUeaux L. Mab. p. 41, SfC.) called el Sab', or ^he Vrophcc's
Tem ple in this he p rea ih ’d, pray’d an 1 v^as buiied. T( is 
is generally vifited by the M thom.tah  I’ll^ritrs alter tliey Lave 
been at the firft. Thefe are bofii together prculiaily called //u- 
r tm a in ,  t l ^  Tv\o Sac. c jW  iaces.

I have m et w ith -< ^ ? ^ a th o r  w ho give- fu^h accurate  and iir -  
partial A c c o u n ts ^ ' th e  Fi grim age to  thefe Pl.ifes, .tud o f the 
riaccs th'mfelyL-, a=; Aibeum B buviat, whofe T n a tife  is annexed to  
the Eoglilh Vsrfion o f R -Ii d ’s Mah. Rel. p. i z , '.  H ’ 
f i t s  in his H ftory of A U x - i  ( to  which Bocks I farther refer 
the curious Readers) (ince they  were Eye vvirncfi'es of w hat 
they relate, and^ in every R tfp c f t ,  agree  w ith all the Defcrip- 
tjcns I have heard f o n  ftvera l or P ilg r iir f .

•  ’ K .  Tb* .
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The OrtnJ Siinior^ aFtcr all his lofty Titles, fliles himfelf, T he

, Servant of thefe Two Holy Places. ------  In the fecond C hapter
•of the A l f o r a n ,  call J  E l  Bacrah, there are thefe Words •, W e  

b a l e  e f t a b h f l i t d  i  h 'o u f e  or T e m p le  t o  b e  th e  M e a n t  f o r  M e n  ta  
^a'm m n c b  JVtent aiKl fartht^ on in the C hapter A m r a n  ; t h e  
f i ' f t  T i m '  :e t h x t  w a s  t u i h  f o r  A(,n, u  t h a t  o/Bif^ccah, jv h ic h  f e r v e i  
f o r  a - B h f f i i 'g  a t d  D . r e l i n n  f o r  ire, a n d  in  ■ vbich t h e r e  a r e  f u c b  
e v i d e n t  a n d  r t n i M k i b l e  S i g n s .  l ^ , c  Expofitors fay , That B e c c a h  
is the fame as M e c c a  ; that the Bkffing here mentioned, is both 
Spiritual and Tcmpoial ; that the bight only of that Temple, it 
as> meritorious as all the Devotions a Man could perform for a 
whole Year, in any other. The remarkable Signs in this Tem
ple are, the M ecc^ tm  Ib r a h im ^  or A b r j h a m 's  Station, and the 
Sanliuary. As for the firfl, they affirm, T hat there is the Print 
o f A b r a h . ir n s  V c c t  on the folid S tone; that this Imp^fTion is fo 
deep, it readies up to  a Man's A ncles; and that it has been prc- 
f^-rved fo many Age? againft all the Attempts o f the Idolater?, who 
endeavour’d to detace ir. The other Sign is, its being an Ajiilt 
for all C riiiiinal', who cannot be taken out upon, any AqfOunt, 
provided tliry are in tl e ren ip le ; and Sinners <?ccelvc there the 
full Remiffion of all tlieir Sin's.

T hefc^rc  J i c  Authcntick T.aditions of thofe People.

C H A P .
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C H A P .  VI.

The A ngel A za rae l,  furnamecL M a le c  .el M a u t ,  
Of *th» A>3gel o f  D eath, is j e n t  to A b ra h a m , 
•with the New s o f  his being eleBed fo r  God^s 
F riena. * Xhe Aathor^s Refle£}tons thereupon. 
TiM t A ngel defcrih'd. H it  Difcourfe w ith  
A b ra h a m , and  A b ra h a m ’  ̂ Terror. *' H is H u -  
rpility and Refignation: W ith  the A u thor’’s En~ 

 ̂ comiurns. upon tha t Subject. Abraham.^ Fear 
^till the A ngel was ^ o n e , and Joy at- his D e
parture.

%
' S the Lord is ft) im partial, and His 

Juftice fo eiadt and great, th a t He 
never fuflers any Crime to pafs with
out Chaftifenient, nor any Deed ot 
P iety  or Goodnefs to be*u^rewarded; 
He, to recompence Abraham for his Up- 

rightnefs and Integrity , and likewife, for his inde
fatigable Allidiy>«ij^ in ferving H im , and obferving 
H is Holy P r^ v p ts , moft gracioufly voiu hf^fed to  
e led  him %  his efpecial Fnend, which was the

K 2 . m oft

(») The Mtbametim  call AWaham KhtUl ASah, i. e. God’s Friend; 
and akiblutely El K halil, that it. The intimate and&n»iliar Friend » 
*ad cherefoic tiic City Htbien, where he buried, is ot:en, iiv

* t lic it



mô T: eftirnable, and defirable Grace and Favour 
’ any M ortal, ’fill that Tim e, ev tr had, or poflibly 
could enjoy ; and, for a Confirination o f this inefti- 
mable E lettinn, the Almight}^ Lord o f Lords com-

* nianded El el M aut, or The A rg il of Death, to  
dtftcnd frnm Heaven with this joyuil Mews, and to  
deliver the Melfage.

“  O

132 , Miiliometifm Eyptam d.

th e ir  B ook', called by th a t H ire  N am e. ----------- Bcfides th e
T iilc  A b n h a m  has to  tVis N .irre  in Holy W rit ,  th e  
n a n s  ileducc ano tlicr frotr; thefe W ords of the A ' l O H ” ,  in th e ' 
C liap ter o r o f  W om en ; G id  looi Abiaham fo r hU F riend . •
W h ereupon ,"  tl e ^xpofito rs tell us how he came to obtain th a t •
F a v o tr  o f G(.(l, in tlie lollovvirg M a n n e r ^ -------•A braham , as
appears by the  Aftion-, o f  his l if e ,  being becom e th e  Refuge 
and F u th tr  of ail the Toor o f the C oiuury v>jiefc. he refided, 
and in a T im e o f  D earth , having em ptied  all his G u p a rie s  to  
I'u ftjin  them , he was hinil'elf reduced to  g rea t E x tr t in i ty  of 
"Want, infoiy,uth, th a t for a S u j 'p h , he was obliged to  fend , 
h is Servants, ar.d C arrels into ^ g y p ,  to  a h'riend o f his, w ho 
was one o f  the principal M en in th a t C o u n try , ro  procurQjiim i , 
C orn :. B u t w leii th a t  Friend ' underftood w hat A brahm '%  Ser
vants came about, ! e  faid to  th em , .K 'c  are on 'rfch ts in F-i*r
0/ a Famine m  this Land  ; and bitides, 1 am p i i t f e d ,  th a t Abra
ham doei not w .m t Com for hif but or,It fo r  the P o tr  c f
k u C o u n t 'y \  a n i rbcrtjm e, I  do not ib in t It re a f n M e  to fend  him  
v h i t  ought to be Lept fo r  the JUainte'iame o f  bur oan Poor^ This 
m adcft KefuTal was a Riaac C oncern to  Abr.ib.im 's Pepp le , w ho 
w ire  forc’d to  re tu rn  E m p ty ; and the  m ore, when th ey  w e re ’ " 
near Hon.e, fearii to  be derided and iam;hed a I; by th e  C oun
try  ^P eople; and therefore they filled their Sacks w ith  very fine
w h ite  Sand r h t j  found in th e ir  W ay. ^fn  B u b a ij  th e ir fineft 
Vlovvcr o r 'M e ’al very exaOly refcml k s  that S o rt o f  S m d .j  
Wlnen they came to  their M aftcr, ihc ih ic feft o f them  whi(- 
p e r 'd  ill liis E r th o w  ill they  had fj-ed ,'and  Abraham , witHout . 
flieu jn j; the  leali C oncern , went info his O ratory  to  feek C om 
fo rt  from  G<d. Sarah  his W ife v v as^ fljg p  when th e  C am els 
arrived , and knew no th ing  o f  w hat had happeji’d ; fo th a t feeing 
th e  fall ?acl(s « hen ihe awaked, (he opened One o f  them , and ‘ 
found there in  very, good Meal, w ith  tlic i i’hich ftie im m ediately 
began to  make Bread for th e  Poor. Abraham having perform ’d 
liis D evotions, cam e ou t, and fmelling the  new B read, ask'd • 
o f  Sar,ih, W hit M eal j l e  had to m ate i t  c f  W ho rep ly ’d ,  T liat 
your Friend fent you o u t o f  ^ i y p t .  N ay, anfwcretl Abrtbarn, 
ra th e r fay, I t  was lent me by th e  T tM  F n e n d , w hich it  G o d ;

' for
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“  O  unfathomable M yfteries! W hat M ortal is i a- 
pable of comprehending thofe tnyfterions and ob- 
fcure JEnigma’s which tlie Lord has Ihewed to 
M ankind in all Ages ! To fee 'th a t in all the Trou
bles, P erfcd itions^fflio iinns, ("alamities, Atfi-onts, 
Indignities, NccelTities, Imprifonments, and ewn 
Fire, which this Venerable Patriarch w’cnt tlirougli, 
his continnal and iiifcparable Confolatinn, Fortrefs,

“  and Defen^e, was tl«t' Holy Angel Gibnf l ,  the 
“  Great Comjortcr in Aflli^ion, and I’inVe of N ecu ;

 ̂ “  and that now, in order tD rf’joyce him with inch 
“  glad and unvrrccdented Tydin^s. he llioiild chn/e 
“  the Angel c f  Dcjih^ to fend the M Jhig-; by ; whofe 
“  v a rf  N am e is To terriMe Hpm th.it the Ap-
“  prehenfionof'h.'s Approacli, dtadcns a!! our Content,
“  and o«r Jymls w ith Horror and Trcinyina;, and 
“  m a ^ s  a dif^greeable M ixture of Kitti.T with all 
“  our Sweets j which, as they are only the Fruits 

and Produdt of this tranfitory  W orld, l io  Autuiii-

Mahometi{^i\v Exphift%  . 1^3 '

Br He Dcrer forfakes us in Time of Need. So .hat at this Tirre 
Abraham CJlled God his b'nend, a ' God hjd taken him for His.

AJmuch as the M ,ibm etm s etiKo] this I’r^-iOKacive of/lif./A.//;; s, 
they'fometimes )e(Tcn it, out of a forr o f le.iloiilV, fj>ing, Thac 
the Title of H tb ’b, wiiicii they give their Pjlie IVoph;C, anJ fi^ni- 
fies Btlov'd havourite , is much greiter tlian that o f K halit, which 
«  only a Familia' Frievd. Thus they lav, Thic -ibrrthjm'i Friend- 
fnip with God went nQ further than a Confo mity to H 's Will in 
any Condition i but M.iliomn’% Favour, vvas a Stare of perieift Cha
rity , fo that he had no Subfidance but in God. Yei^ ncvcrthclrfs, 
they own, Tlwt the Stile of Gnd's F n e n i  is txpreflv given to ■ihri- 
h im  t i t h e  w ord  of God, w hertas, thst ot Ga.fi I’ lvnurhe, £’i''rn  
to  .Vithomet, it only dedufted b y  Inference, thii-;; M ih m .'t l.iys in_ 
th e  Alcoran, yidhere (r^n l^and  O id  roil! ih ''rijh  you. Now, fay th iy . If 
Cad cberifl.'ti tbifejhat A ihere to thf Prophi-t, horn muJi mere reiH be che- 
ri(fi bimfelf ̂  ^ n e  Mihometitn! go  vex fu rther; for th^j- fay, T hat 
Abraham only wjlked in t lx  Lord’s VViys, but vvas rap t
a n d ‘drawn away. Thefe and mo-e .W;/jim?ijnimp ons Abfurdities 
a re  com prchendeiin one Di(?|c’-> by a Perfun I’.o?', /Joujfttn  
who fays. That M n i'im  w a i'b u t a £;reat Officer in the Army of 
God's Mejjenger, and the M.'Jiak vvas the Miftirr of the Ctrcmonici 
in his Palace.

K 3 • '* m \



nal Rays can poffibly have the Force or effica- 
“  cious Faculty  ot ripening and bringing them to  Per- 

redion, or ever, intirely , to takp aw ay the abomi- 
“  nably  naufeous an d -b itte r  Savour thereof: For i t .  
“  could never yet be roupd, th a t the Ple^ifures and 
“  Delights we enjoy in  this TPorld, were perfed ly  
“  complete, but alloy’d with the Dregs o f Aloes, 
“  Bitternels and Difcontent-, and all proceeding from 
“  the Terrors that Formicjj^ble A ngel infpires our, 
“  Souls withal.

This was Abraham's Cafe a t that Jundlure-, for tho’ 
the Meflage he received, was the moft capable o f fil
ling a Soul w ith Joy, o f aay that had ever, ’till then, 
been fent to  M 3 1 1 y e t thei^ was fomething fo great, 
fo venerable, and indeed lb very fliocking and terri
fy ing , in only the bare Name o f the th a t
T h a t alone was fufficient to damp Iiis JoyjNHid to 
m ake him quake with Fear.

But, th^t the Approach of this Dreadful Mejfertger 
 ̂ m ight not have a fatal EfFeft on the Spirits of o u rljp ly  
Patriarch , God, o f His incomprehenfible Bounty and 
Clemenc3% was pleas’d to command him to affume'‘k 
mofi: glorious Form , and to appear before Abraham 
w ith nothing able to ftrike T error, but rather to. in- 
fufe a Thoufand Ecftatic Raptures. «

Jn this M anner therefore the Strong and M ighty 
Azaracl, departed from before the Throne of G lo ry : 
The Form  he had afTum’d was fo exceedingly re^ 
fplendenf, tha t never any of the* whole Cceleftial 

. Choir of Angels was before that T im e known to 
pear under fo glorious a Figure, or fo fumpluoufly and 
m agnificently adorn’d. His Countenance was fb 
fp rightly , fo lovel}’-, an d  for raW king ly  glorious' 
that he appear’d among the reft as furpalfingly beau
tiful as does a Rofe among other i'lowers; arvj his Eyes, 
in Brightnefs and R dnlgcncy, refembied Tw o Suns: 
H is Garment was moli prccionfly adog j’d w ith e i-  
cellive rich fjn b ro id c ry  and Flowers o f H eavenly  
G row th: H is Tongue melodioufly fw eetj and his 
^  ‘ " Speech*

•r ,.-  I
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Speech engaging, perfuafive, and eloquent* a s i f  Honey 
drop tfrom  his L ip s ; and when he open’d thofe grace
ful Lips to u tte r any 'Words, moft exquifite Perhimes, 
and baliny, fpicy Odours proceeded trom his Mouth. 
In  a W ord, he? was foinexj)rellibly beautitul, and call 
fuch Splendor from him all around, that the whole Au; 

■ gelick Choir rem ain’d in Admiration.

Azaracl^ fuch as I have defcrib’d him , direfled his 
Steps towards Ahrahum% ’H abitation, and, w ithout 
any  Cerem ony, went in. However, he foon liad 
Notice of 'u hat fort of a Gueft he had got in his Ap- 
partm ent, by the uncommon Fragrancy o f his Per
fumes.. He, who was the molt jealou* of all M en, be
holding a Perfon of fo extraordinary  an Appearance 
under h u ^ ( jo f , could not help being diipleas’d, and 
fo, w jjJ lg rea t Concern and fome Heat, f iid 'to  h im ; 
“  T ell me, ^^efire you, Friend, wjiat is your Bufi- 
“ nefs here ? O r how came you into my Woui'e with- 

m y Leave? ” T o which tlie i{ngcl o f Death re- 
j ^ ’d ; “  The Owner o f th*e Houfe lent me hith'er, and

4* ^ ik e v /ife  gave fne Orders^ to come in, and fo you are
*  to  blan-.e to put 3’’our "fclf in a P.iliion| or to be 
“  cencern’d at m y being here. H ow ! faid Abrahjtp^ 
“ .H a s  m y Hoiife another Owner befidcs m y felf 
“  who live in it ? Don’t you kiiow Him  > faid Azarael 
“  ftern ly ; Are you ignorant, that He who created 
“  you, has the Difpofal of All w liatevtr is, or ever 
“  fhall be created \ and that it is He who commands 
“  Every-where, and that H is Power is L liiverial ? If 

then, anfwer’d Abraham, trem bling, are a
“  Heavenly MefTenger, as you feem to be, tel) me, 
“  I befeech yoS'.'w-ho you are, and what is your 
“  Name? Ketp me, 1 in treat you, no longer in Suf- 
“  pence•,’inr w ith only your Looks, you touch me to  

the Q uick, but yeu r Speech confounds m y Facul- 
“  tie s ; you difturb ir.y Jntellectuals, and caufe the 

Blood in my Veins to run botli hot and cold •, my 
“  Body quakes, and my Jnints tremble and feerfi di'"-

K 4 . ”  located j
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locatecl; m r  H eart vio lently  throbs and pants,
*■ and will be no bnger contained in its natural Sta- 

tion, the Compafs whereof is now grown too nar- 
“  row for ir, and it can find norefting Place therein!

T he Cffileffial MefTeng^, who perceived the great 
Confternafion Abraham was under, made him this An
sw er; “ I am Him , a t  the Thoughts or Mention of 

whofe Name, all M ortals tremble, even from the 
deepcft and moft profound Centers ot the E arth , 

*■ to the very Summits of the molt loftj^ Edifices. I  
am Him  who exempts none from the tailing  of m y 

*’■ bitter C u p ; I  make neither Difference nor Defe- 
rence-, but ro Me all are equally alike; the L ittle  
and the G reJt^ the Rich and the Poor 5 from the 
meaneft Peafant to the moft powerful Monarch j 
from the grcateft Emperor to the .poo r^ 'Q oat-herd ,
I am 'the on]y Jra/aya [W atch-Tower] th'a*. over-’ 

“  looks All thatjhas Breathy fince no^Creature tha t 
“  hasLifeVcan, by any  Means, abfcond or conceal 

itfelf from m y Sight. I am Him  who confuiijes, 
defti?oys, and annihilates numerous Hofts, and 

“  m ighty and invincible .Armies, &.nd difpoils tTie 
“  Bodies, depriving them of their beloved Breaths.' 
‘‘ I it  is who People and lleplehilh the Burying-Pla- 
*■ ces with Inhabitants^ and caufe them to lie within 
“  the Narrow Confines o f a Shallow Grave*, when, 
“  a t the fame Time, and ‘on the contrary , I  depo-
“  pulate the Manfions o f the Living, and deprive

them  o f their O w ners: Cities, Towns, and Caftles,
5‘ I cafl down to the Ground s, I tu rn  into Ruins and 
“  Rubbifli lofty Palaces and fuinptuv«is Fabricksj
“  laying them lev '̂cl with their Foundations ̂ ming-
*• ling their Founders with the and baffling all 
“  the Artifices they .are capable of inventing by w ay 
“  of Prevention. Tlie moft magnificent ttnd iftately 
“  Temples I tumble down, ai*tl Heroes w ith tfteir 
‘'  Pomp, G randeur and Ambition, I make even with 
^  their N ative Earth All this, and itifinitely morp, 

I  do, without the ]eaft Conipalfion or Repiorfe fox' 
■' ■ th$
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^  the Sufferings o f M ortals. I t  is I who change fhe 
“  moft' lovely and beautiful Countenances into hide*
“  ous and difcoloured Coinpleftions •, and the )regnant 
“  projeding -Heads of the moft accomplifhed and 
“  earned Stat.'finen, are by |n c  converted into unfight- 
“  Jy and frightt«l Sculls. The mofl delightful Com- ’ 
“  panifs, aiui the fweetefl: and moft endearing Con- 

verfatioHs i diftiirb and feparate, turning all their 
M irth and Content into doleful Weepings and La- 

“  mentations. I am HiiU who fowres all Plealtires, 
“  and parts one Friend trom another, without inquiring 

or conftdering wliether he he Rich or Poor, HapfX^ 
“  or otherwife. I am a t Peace w ith none j I never 

g i^» Ear to Reafon or Arguments ip I am a F riend  
“  to  tlo M an, and I treat all e iad tly  alike. The 
“  T itle y  a*n called by is, Azarael the Angel o f  
“  Deati^ T h i s  is the Nam e o f Him  who never fears 
“  any , I’-et is feared by all the Generations o f M an- 
“  kind. ”  ^

Xhe Frefence Abraham was in, the which
had been made him , and, finally, the M ention of 
tfie Name he had heard, amazed and terrified him  
to filch a Degree, that, for the Space of an Hour, he 
had neither Breath nor M otion. When he was fome; 
whaNrecovered from his L ethargy  and Aftonifhment, 
he began to breathe, and m aking an Effort to fpeak, • 
he fain tly  uttered thefe W ords; /  humbly hefeech you  
to let me know. What is your Yleafure with me ? But 
I  beg i t  may be in jew  Words cu poffible^! Azarael^ 
in a mild, low and afFa.ble Accent encouraged him , 
and with a |)leafan t, fm iling Countenance returned 
this gracious Anfwer :

“ Fear nothing,'* Abraham; T he m oft High and 
“  Everlafting .Creator, who makes and unmakes, or- 
“  dains aUd difpofes o f  all Things according to  H is 
“  Divine Will, and »can a ft in all refpecls w hat He 
“  pleafes without Conrradiition or Controll from 

any one, has vouchfafed to  elefl: from among the 
Sons o f  Men, a Wiend j Qae whom He condefcends

• “  to
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“  to  favour and honour with that fupreme T itle , and 
“  deems him \v0rth7 thereof: Arid in  order to re- 
“  joyce the H eart of th a t deferving Servant w ith 

thofe BlefTed Tydings, H e commanded me to come 
“  down, and demand th^ Albriciat [a  Reward fb '̂ 

good News] of th a t Perfon whom He has chofen 
“  for his Friend. Now, tell m e, Abraham, w hat you  
“  think ought to  be required a t the Hands of that 
“  cbo/en Servant ? and in  what M anner he is obliged 
“  to retaliate fo m igh ty  a Grace, and fo uncommon a 
“  Blefling>

Abraham^ who was v e ry  attentive in  liftening to this 
pleafing Difcourfe o f  the Angel ’till he had done fpeak- . 
ing , w ith aCouKtenance full of Joy , faid ; “  D iK ^m e,
“  m y Lord, I intreat you, where I m ay obtain -a Sight 
“  o f this moft w orthy and venerable Per^tis^e,- that I  
“ 'm a y , in the Name of the Lord m y God, actote the 
“  D uft o f his Feet, and even the Ground he treads upon •,
“  Condudt me where I m ay enjoy the Happinefs o f 
“  comjpunicating with him , and o f beholding^ his • 
“ .Face and hearing him fp ea k ; for he being fo 

faithful and beloved a Servant of God, I ftiliil 
“  g rea tly  glory in being honoured with the T itle  o f  ' 
“  a faithful and obedient Servaftt to  h im ; and th a t 
“  th e  W ater he drinks and the Bread he eats, L tnay  

be perm itted to fetch all upon m y Shoulders, and 
that he vvill vouchfafe to receive the -fame a t m y 

“  Hands. I f  I m ay be thought worthy of this ho- 
“  noiirable Em ploym ent, which I (hall efieem as m y 

greateft G lory upon Earth, I 'l l  go and caftr my- 
“  felf proftrate at his F e e t; and, to  th t  End o f m y 
“  Life, will honour, venerate, fervfi and obey a M an 
“  'of fuch ttaiifccndent M erit.

 ̂O  rightly-plac’d H um ility  1 O  praife-worthy A m 
bition ! O  w ith what Grace art thou about to inveft 
thy-felf! How defirable is the G lory thoucoveteft! 
How m any,by fuch H^militjr as thine, have been advan
ced from the meajjeft and loweft. Conditions, to Sta
tions far above the nioft glorious Thrones, and has.

b ee n
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been the Means o f  obfaiflihgfor them a Throne o f  true 
. Glory and Honour in the Coeleftial Orb, which is to 
endure ’till 1/ r a ^ l  fhall blow his refounding T rum pet, 
as happened to the H oly  Edris^ or Enoch {a) .  I t  
was fuch H u ih ility  and ^efignation as thine, th a t 
appeafed the Vahemency of the General Deluge 5 it  
was tlyit which put a Period to  the Raging ot thofe 
W aters which no other Veffel but tha t, could have 
contained. I t  was that which delivered Lot from thofe

‘ . • Mahomrtifm Explain d. 1-59

The Patriarch E n o i h  the Son o f is hy the A r .t b i a n t
Citt'WEJrH, o r Jdru, and fomctimes arid T he
WordJBrfrir has its Derivation from D er/, whi^lf fignifies in Artbhk, 
Study and M editation, from whence a School o r.C cnege is calltd 
Mtc/ert and Mederejfa. I  have mention’d in anoflier Place, that ih ty  
hold Edrif/*at A o c iy 'to  be one o f the Nabeyn Mmfeltyn, or t'lophets 
exprefly 'fen t frotij G o d j that-he had T hirty  Volumes given inm, 
containing an the Abftrufe Sciences. Thcfc Books of Enoch a e 
much 'talK’d o f  in the Eaft. The Author of the T a J f i i k  "  ui i c i k h - b  
writes, T hat th is Prophet was the firfl th a t made W ar upon the 
Ractf’o f  C ^ i l ,  or C a i n ,  which f*rt o f  W ar is called in A i a h i i t ,  
C j^ d ^  Mnd Gaja, and h e  who^makes it, Mogiahcd and Ga^i, w hiih 
Surnames, the  Mtbomtian Princes take upon them w hfn they are 
at W ar with C b r i f l i t n s .  The fame E d r i i ,  the) fsy, firft made Slaves 
of thofe Infidels he was a t W ar with. They agree w ith cur Scrip
tures, th a t Enoch liv’d j 6 f  Years, and was taken up into Heaven ; 
b a t th?y add, that he was fent by God to  convert the Cu’f  itef, who 
were grown wicked ; and tha t they refufing to hear his D oftrine, 
he w ag’d W ar againft them , taking their Wives and C hiidren into 
C aptivity. They fay, T h a t E d r i t ,  for hi* Portion, haH W ,fd » m  
and K n o w le d g e , and th a t C a r m n  o r K ^ ' a b ,  had K i i h e i  for his L o t ; 
tha t the firft was taken up into Heaven, and tlie latter fwallowcd 
up  bv the Earth. They make Jiim th e  fnventer o f the Pen and o f  
the Needle, o f A rithm ctick , and o f Aflronomy, and more e peci- 
ally of Geomancy. He was, according to  their T raditions, the in
nocent Caufe o f Id o la i» y i for an intim ate Kricnd and Difclple of 
his having loft him when he was. taken up, a t the D evil’s-fnfti|a- 
tion, made a  Statue fovery like him , that he fpcr.t his rime by it 
for whole Days together, and paid it fuch Angular Honours, th a t ,

•  by Degrees, the Regard he had to  that I n ^ e  of h;^ departed Friend, 
degenerated into Suptrftition  and Ido latry .-,—  The Faftefn ChriOi- 
anshold , that Eifi* or E im h, was tlic of the E g ytu tm , fur-
natned TriftnegiOiu, th a t is, Thrice G reat. Vide JUIard, 8t 
lyHerbtlot in Edrit.
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Jiery Bolts^ and from the F u ry  and W rath o f  Heaven, 
a t the T im e when thofe finful Cities were deftroyed, 
and when nothing elfe could have preferved him. I t  
w as that which divided the Red-S(^a into Twelve 
P aths, by  wliich Mofes fnd  his Tribes got fafe oyer, 
when the W aves rejoyning the liaughty  Tharaoh 
and his impious Followers were fwallowed up. T he ; 
fam e  it was tha t fet { a )  Jofeph a t L iberty out of the 
P it, freed him from Bondage and out o f Prifon, ad-

(a) The P a t r i a r c h i s  by them  called T  ufomf ben Taetub: 
They give him the Surname of Sidiich, or the true Witnefs, Ipcaufc 
he made, as tliey f^ y , a Child in the C radle fpe^k, to  djclare the 
T rnth of what had happen’d between his Matter’s Wife an d ‘himfelf: 
He was but Seventeen Years o f Age when he told the Dream tha t 
made his Brothers fell him into /¥.gypt, wti«te R if  n W'.J/irf then 
reign’d. This Prince, who was alfo called Pudr.mn  the wnm ion T i
tle  of all the Kings of tha t Counttv, and in the AJg^ftian Tongue fig- 
nifiesan abra'’rte Monarch, wasinftrufted by Jofeph iis the Kuowledge 
o f  the True God j bu t had a wicked SuccefT r, wl-.ofe Name was i^4- 
b9u* ben Mefuab.— Ebn a Chrlftian W rite r, and P>tjiarc!j,oi A-
Itxandria about the Year o f our Lord C htift 921, wro.'e a Book, 
u lx re in  he fjys, j^ofeph was 50 Yeai* old when he m arry’d 
th e  Daughter ot the Knhen of A in  Semjfi. The W ord taken
from the Hebrew Cohen, fignifies Prieft, Sacerdote, Augur, or D iv i
ner, and A in  Semjh, the Eve, or Fountain of the Sun, which is the 
Name of the City tl-.e Scripture calls O n, and tKe Greeks / k t io p o lis .
------ The fame Author, w,ll have the Meafure for tlje Overflowing
of the Kile at Memphu to  be the W ork of Jofeph, a  ̂ alfo the f  anal 
cut a t Gxind Cairo, for carrying off the W aters o f  the faid Ri er, • 
the whiTh our T rav tllers call ChIh. T o thefe W oiks may be added, 
the Well and Publick Granaries, whidi to  this Day bear that Patri
arch’s Name j and many wiH have it, that he had a Hand in raifing 
th e  Obelisks, and building the Pyramids. Much more is related to 
his Advantage, fo that his Memory is held in great V ereraticn : But 
w ja t  malce him the mofl famous among the Aiahometani, arc his 
Amours viiih.ZjIeik^, Daughter to  Tharaw. and W ife to  Potiphar. 
This Fable they have learnt from rhe Alcoran, and make life o f  it to  
raife Mens Hearts above common and vulgar LoiVcs, like the Book ' 
o f  C4ntic/« i for th ey 'jjak e  Jofeph to  reprefent th e  C reator, a n d ^ ' 
Zoleik“ the Creature. T iiey  likewife affirm, That J f-p h  had a 
ft\in\ng Speck on his Shoulder like a Star, which, they fay. Was an 
indelible Mark of his Gift of Prophecy, and of his future Grcatnefi. 
His extraordinary and incomparable £eauty, is highly extoJl’d 'af 
niong/l them.
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vandng his N am e above th a t o f Kings. Thn  i t  was 
th a t in like m anner reftored to his W ealth,
( a )  Empire and happy Condition, after he was be
come fo m iftrably poor and defpicable, that he was 
ftorned and Jerided eveniJjy the Beggars and Men
dicants. W hat but th is  was it  th a t caufed the Li-

• ons to fawn upon 'Damil when the AJfyrian T y ra n t
bad caft him into the obfcure and difinal Den ? A7- 
nive was through the Jame Means delivered from the 
impending Stroke, a t the very Inftant when / / ‘feemed 
to be ju ft upon the Boint of tailing, as we m ay  fay , 
upon its Shoulders; And, like\yiie, tha t great and 
inenaorable Prophet JonoJt, was by  th ii, and nothing 
elfcj jweferved in that monjlrous Paurxh, and, to  the 
W orld’s fo great Benefit, th a t Leviathan was forci
b ly  c o m p d l^  to,difgorge him up "again upon the 
Shoar. againft its^Will.. By thU i t  was, tha t the Re
bellious Angels weredifcom fitted and overcome, when 
the T^ronA.jpLucifer waged that impious W ar upon 
his to  pay the retj^nired Homage to  the new-
c r e a ^ d ^ a n ; T h k  it was that broke all their Mea- 
f if lt '* r^ n d ’ caft them down from Heaven into the 
loweft AbyfTes, where they fhall remain in perpetual 
Torm ents tp all E te rn ity . A nd, finally, all th a t

* I  h a w  been laying is compleatly confirmed, as well 
as innumerable other Miraculous and T rium phant 
M yfteries and Trophies, in the never-to-be-forgotten 
H iftory  o f the venerable Perfonage I am treating  a- 
bout, who well deferves our greateft Regard and Re
verence. By the*y irtue  and Efficacy o f this fame  ̂he

% - I ■ ■ '

( a )  See concerning Scltimon and Daniel in the Njpth C hapter.

( i )  They call the Trophet Jonai, Tounout ben m tb .it . In his Story 
they differ nd( much ftona our Scnptu ics, only fay, He was Forty 
Days in the Ftfh’s Belly; Th i’, as may te  fern in the nex t C hap .<  
te r , my Author fa\s, but T hrqe,D ays; end, in T ru th , in a^un- 
dince o f  the like Tradi:itns, the Spitiifli Aoors in general agree 
better with our Scriptures than the reft o f rhe M.ihomeiut, as the 

and AfricansiDzkc appear in a 'l tiicir W ritings.
• under-

M ahom etilm  Explain d . 14 c ‘



a-.

underwent 'Nimrod's fiery Pile fafe and unhurt, and by 
it  he is now feated and fixed in  the firft R ank , and in 
the moft elevated Station among the Sons of Adam • 
N or is it  to be doubted, but that the.Heavenl)r Mef- 
fenger ' AzaracI was fo f il ly  fatisfied w ith  the com
plete Relignation and H um ility  of his Argum ents and 
his Anfwer, which favoured fo little  ot th is W orld, 
that he required no other Albricioi from him  for his 
MefTage, or the joyful News he brought him.

“  Be joyful,, O  thou M an ? f̂ P ro b ity ! faid the 
“  Angel to  Abraham* for this T itle  belongs to  thee,
“  and to  none but thee: The’ A lm ighty Lord who 
“  beftows H is Tiounties and Mercies upon th6fe who 
“  have fo true and perfed a Knowledge o /H is  Divi- 
“  n ity , has elected thee to  be H is efpec'nl^ friend^
“  having vouchfafed, tha t, by thy H um ility , thoil 
“  (halt bp exalted and inthroned in  this fo glorious a  ' 
“  State oF D ignity. R eturn  therefore 'Praifes and 
*‘ Thankfgivings to  thy  C reator, and glil^ify^His 
“  H oly Nam e, who has been fo wonderfuUy 
“  as to  beftow upon thee Mercies o f (b fublime a  • 
“  N ature, whereby thou a rt become the moft Noble 
“  and moft Honourable among M orta l^ !

Abraham having heard thefe W ords, remained 
aftonilhed and quite confounded j not being able to 
guefs how or through w hat M erits of all his former 
&rvices, Duties, or Devotions, he had deferred fo fig- 
ual and fo bountiful a Recompence: H is Amazement 
was fo great, that he knew not what be d id ,.b u t fell 
down flat on his Face, giving Thanks and Praifes to 
the Lord, whb had • been pleafed to  favour him  w ith 
a G ift fo fuperlatively glorious.

In  this proftrate Pofture he contInuc(f Tw o long. 
•Hours, when rifing up, and looking for the Ange- 
lick MelTenger, he found him not in the Place where 
he left him  •, but was gone^ having returned the fame 
W ay he came. •

•  Wheri
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W hen he had fought for him  all about, and faw 
th a t he was not t a  be found, the good Patriarch re- 
joyced exceedingly •, for it is not to  be difputed, bu t 
tha t (as he well knew AzaraeVt finp loym ent was 
ever to feparate the Spirit non i the F le ft, and that his 
MiffioHs never tended to  the Content and Satista£tion 
o f thofe Perfons to  whom he was fent, but alw ays 
proved fatal tb them) he had been under terrible Ap- 
prehenfions j never in ihe leaft im agining him felf 
lafe from Danger after he had once feenhim ; but was 
pofitively aflured, that he was fent to take aw ay his- 
Life^; and thcfe Thoughts and Refleftions had infufed 
fo (hocking a Terror in to  his Im agination, th a t not- 
withRanding, as I have before declareci, his Em bafly, 
his glorious Appearance, the Sweetnefs of his Voice, 
and his fo o th ^ g  arfd comfortable W ords, his Shape, 
Qracefulnefs and'^UHiptuous A pparel, were more than 
fufficient ty in fp ire  the Soul pf any  M ortal w ith Ec- 
ftafies nay , though that fo exquifitely beau-
tifuJ' Corfntenance caft fo»th a Thoufand refplendent 

aofeEyes, tlio fe^ ip s , tha t A fpedtand Cffileftial
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F orm , and all thofe wonc erful Perfections, tended to
excite Raptures in the Beholders *, yet the bare know
ing who ha w^s, and th e 'v e ry  mention o f  his Name, 

•had ft) far difquieted his Breaft, and difturbcd and  
confounded him  to fuch a Degree, th a t all thofe glo
rious Objefts he had beheld, thofe ecftatic T yd ings 
brought him , and th a t Bleffed Propofal, were not 
capable of reftoring his perturbated H «art to  its 
wonted Repofe an d  Sedatenefs. B ut when he was in- 
tire ly  fatisfied that he was quite gone, and had left 
him  to himfelf, he - was exceedingly joyful, return- 
.irig to  the Lord infinite Prauas for his Deliver* 
ance.
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C H A P .  VII.

G o d  after having Three N igh ts  fe n t  his Voice to 
A b r a h a m , the Fourth comma»d! him to  offer 
up his Son I fh n ra e l a Sacrifice. H is G r ie f  u fon  
tha t Account, and great tk )ve  ^o  Ifhm ael. 
H is  Reftgnation to G  o  d ’  ̂ W tll. H e  DiJJem- 
bies rvilh his W tfe  H a g a r ,  rvhom’ ^  orders to 
make Preparation to Drefs the C hild  p r^ e n t  
a t the Offering he was going  to ntake^

| F T E R  all thefe wonderful M yrleries 
had pafTed in the M anner as I have r e - . 
lated above; after all the E itafies o f  
Joy  and. Content, m ixt w ith T error 
and Apprehenfions, tha t this newly, 
EleHcd Friend, the Righteous Abraham^ 

had conceiir’d a t the EmbalTy of The Angel o f Deaths 
|ie  efleemed his O bligation‘to  thd MnniHcent Donor, 
nis Lord and God, to be o f  fo extraordinary a Na- 
tu rcj and (hew’d fuch Signs o f Refignation, H um ili
ty ;  and  afliduous Devotion, -that he never employed ar 
lingle H our in any Occupation w orthy Reproof j 
but his whole T im e was taken up  in the Service o f the 
Lord his Creator : His Days he generally pafled in  
Fafting, and the Nights in W atch ing ; and, in a  W ord, 
he indefatigaW y fpent the greateft p a rt of his T im e

in



in  Prayer, and other W orks of Piety, fcarcely in* 
(2ulging him felf w ith a M om ent’s Repofe.

H aving laid him felf down upon his Bed one 
N ight, w ith his pious and vertuous Spoufe Hagar^ 
and his dearly*beloved Soi^ IJhmael, in  o rd tr to re- 
frefti his wearied Limbs, and to recru it his Spirits 
w ith a little Reft, being quite fpent and worn out 
w ith the Fatigues of conftant Fafting, P rayer, and 
fuch Holy Eiercifes, he foon fell afleep : But he did 
not long enjoy the Benefit o f that R efrefhm ent, for 
he was awakened out of his foundefl: Sleep, by a  
Voice, which, w ith a foft and pleafing Accent, u t
tered  thefe W ords •, “  Abraham^ thou peifcfl: Servant 
“  of th y  L o rd ! Liften to w hat I h a v ^ to  fay to thee.

A wake i no longer indulge th y  Senfes with foft 
“  Slumbers, blit royze thy  felf up, and fliake off 
“  thy DrowlTneF^ I  require a t thy  Hands, that 
“  tholi pitch U pm , and get ready a Sacrifice to  
“  offer up i ^ ^ y  D ivine and Sanctified >Iame, the

whioJi*^Bffl, by me, be gracioufly and acceptably 
“  r i / c e i ^ , ( if  thou choofeft right) as a Return and  
“  •S C Juation  for what I have done for thee, in  ex- 
“  a lting  th y  Name to fuch a Degree o f  D ignity , 
“  th a t thou haf} no Second or Partner in thy  Tit/e  j 
“  and befides, a t  the Day o f Terror thou fhalt be 
“  fu r tW  recompenfed 5 and as now in this Age 
“  thy  Name is BlefTed, and has no Equal, fo in  Af- 
“  ter-Ages th y  M emory fhall be held in V enerati- 
“  on, and be called upon w ith the greateft Reve
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rence.”
Abraham awoke V tiy  mDch terrified and concerned 5 

he pafTed the Remainder o f the N ight revolving thefe 
W ords in his Thoughts, being dubious whether or no 
th is Revelation m ight not be fome Delufion of Satan 
to  infnare him, and caufe him to f in : However, as 
foon as th e ^ a y  appear’d, he got up, and in com
pliance, as he thought, w ith w hat he had been en
joined, he kill’d a very  large C am el; and when i t  
was cut in  Pieces, hediftributed all the Flefti amongft
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the Poor, and others in  his Neighbourhood who m ight 
have the greateft- Need thereof, and then, addreiung 
him felf to God, he faid ; O  m y Lord 1 I f  this 
“  m y Sacrifice has been pleafing and acceptable to  
“  thee, let me know it j but if the corttrary, inforni 
“  m e, by feme Token, in w hat m anner I  fhall ac- 

complifli thy  moft Sacred Command.”
The very next N ight, as he was in  a moft pro-, 

found Sleep, he heard the fame Voice again, which 
faid thus; “  H ear, O  m y beloved Servant ! Ap- 
“  proach towards me w ith the Sacrifice I required a t  
“  thyH ands, which I ordained thou (houldeft offer up 
“  in  m y fublime N am e j and I will fet it  down to 
“  th y  Account' in  a more fingular and advantageous 

m anner than  ever was done to any m ortal Crea- 
“  tu rc j  and the Reward thou ^ a k  receive in  Re- 
“  compence fhall be exceedingl;^’̂ Jingufar and eitra* 
“  ordinary .”  * *' ■ ^

AhrahafXi’awoke when he heard the ’̂ ^^ce, a n d ir l  
the M orning arofe and facrificed a C ow ,^tsS^^uting  
th e  Flelh to thofe who i^oft wanted it, s k ^ ^ a d  . 
done before, and then once more made his ASifrefs 
to  the Lord in thefe Words j “ O King o f th? Hea- 
“  vens! I f  it has come to pafs th a t this my Offering 
“  has been accepted by thy Sacred D iv in ity , let it be 
“  revealed to me this N ight, that I m ay  be fatisfied 
“  whether I have in all Points been able to fulfil thy  
“  Holy Ordinance •, fo th a t in whatever I  have been 
“  defeftive, I m ay know how to reftify the Omilfi- 
“  ons or M ifinterpretations to a  T ittle , as by m y 

Obligation and D uty  to  all thy  Commands I  am 
bound to d o /’
T his was what he faid the Second T im e, and 

when the Third N ight was come, he la id  him  down 
and  fell in to  a found Sleep as before, anil foon after 
the (kme Voice began to call upon him  in the fame 
Term s as i t  had done the preceding N ig h ts} upon 
which, being awakened, he inftantly got up, and 
killed a fine large F a t Sheep, and, as he ufed to do,

gave
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gave i t  all to  the Poor. W hen he had done this, he 
fa id ; “  M oft Sovereign M onarch ! divulge and de- 
“  d a re  to me, how 1 Ihall m ake a right Judgm ent, 
“  that I  m ay be able to accomplifl! this m yftical Sa- 
“  crifice! ” But on the ^'ourth N ight a t the ufual 
Hour, the Voice,once m ore faid to him ; “  Abraham^ 
“  m ake in  m y N am e the Sacrifice I require, and 

you (hall enjoy Eternal R e f t!
Abraham, who this Time was awake, and was re

volving in his Mind thofe paft'Revelations, being under 
a deep Concern that he had not hitherto pitched on the  
Right Oblation which his Lord required of him, in an y  
o f thofe he had already offered up, he made this An- 
fwer j M o f t  powerful Lord! Thou k^oweft I  have in  
'* th y ’Nam e offer’d up Camels, Oxen and Sheep; and  
“  m y Compl'^henfidn extends not to  the unravelling 
'* this therefore, I im plore thee,

^  “  O ’moft Bemgrf, muft Wife, and moft O m nipotent 
’̂ ^^S^reator ! iw e  Arcana of this Alnigmatic*! Sacrifice ;

pJneftable Wifdom put me in  the right W ay j 
Capacity is too w eak to dive in to  this Se- 

45S?Torto reacn any  further than the Knowledge 
“  o f thy  wonderful Goodnefs, and thofe bountiful 
“  Mercies I have received from thee! ”

The Voice o f  God now refounded in his Ears like  
T hunder, fay in g ; “ Abraham! W hat I expedt and  

demand of thee for an Offering, is not Cameis, a n d  
“  fuch like, as thou baft facrified to m e ; but the Sa- 
“  crifice I  require a t thy  H ands, is, T h a t thy  beloved 

and o n ly -^go tten  S on : H im  whom *hou loveft 
“  dearer than  th y  own fe lf : H im  who lies fleeping b y  
“  th y  S ide: H im  it is, I demand as an Offering, and  
^  with Him, and nothing elfe, fhall I  be contented 
*' and fatisfy’d for all I have done for thee, and there- 
"  w ith will all thy former Sevices be render’d accept- 
“  able, anfl the Purity  and In teg rity  of thy H e a rt 
“  will become manifeft. ”

O  the In lip id ity  o f E arth ly  C on ten t! O  PIcafures 
toixt w ith Gall and B ittem efs! Alm ighty L ord  o f all

L  2 Secrets I
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Secrets! O  moft H igh and Power fut M onarch ! W hat 
humane Capacity is able to dive into th y  hidden De
crees? Is it  after tjpis Manner that thou treateft fo fig- 
rahzed  a Perfon, whom thou haft eledred for thy e/pe- 
cial Friend from amongft^all the Inhabitants of the 
E arth ! The Angel, not long before,^had rejoyc’d his 
H eart with the Tidings of fo Supreme a Supe
rio rity  over the reft of M ankind ; and thou hadft blefs’d  
him with an only Son in his declining Years, to be a  
Comfort and Support to him  in his Old Age; Thefe were 
all certainly, and without difpute, moft eminent Tokens 
o f a dear fricndjhip •, y e t now, when he is a t the 
Summit of his Happinefs, when all his paft Afflidlions 
and Perfecutiofis are over, and his Life begap to  be 
eafy and undifturb’d, and he to Be moft lenfible of,, 
and thankful for thy uncommon^^ercj/s and Favours 
to  h im ; when his dear Son affotdis^him the greateft 
Jo y  and Comfort, when he began "tu qppear in his 
early  flomilhing Eloom, and gave h i ^  the greateft 
Profpe£t of Hope, and his Beauty and (^kJtfiwafions 
attradlcd the Regards of aVi his Be iplders; fay,
thou commandeft his T hroat to be cut by nSSfewn 
Father’s H an d s! O unheard o f Sentence! W hat could 
H um ane Judgments determine of this M atter ! N ot as 
o f  the Proceeding of a Wiend^ but rather as th ^ to f  a 
profefs’d Enemy \ ^^nd that Abrjham, under fuch Cir- 
cumftSnces, and at fncli a Jundture, would ha^e 
chang’d all his wonted Piety, and indefatigable Appli
cation to God’s Service, into Difobedience and Negleft. 
H ow  exquifitely vile and groveling are Humane Con- 
jedtures I Such fatal and incdnliderate Thoughts as thefe 
can no wife conduce to the Welfare or Happinefs o f 
thofe who are fo ftupid as to harbour them in their 
M in d s! How far do fuch err firom the Point! How far 
fliort do they come of the M ark aim ’d a t  by the 
Sovereign M arh-Alan > Would M ortals But ferioufly 
confider, how Gracious, how Munificent, and how 
ready  the Lord is to proteift us in our Adverfities; and, 
a t  the fame Tim e, remember how impoflible it  is to

enjoy
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enjoy perfeft Content on this fide of Heaven, that 
can be of any  long Durance, w ithout a M ixture  of 
Sorrow and Difquiet, they would then, without Doubt, 
com m it fewei Errors than th ey  do, nor would they  
m ake fuch wrong Conjectures. But, O  Omnipotent 
and M erciful Sovereign! if our low and earth ly  Ima
ginations (hoiild Ignorantly or Inadvertently  chance 
to  fall into thefe Snares, be pleafed, likewife, to con- 
fider, tha t we' are form ed out o f a M atter wherein 
are included our Four dangerous Advcrfaries j and tha t 
i t  is not fo much to be wonder’d a t, if  our N atura l 
Fra*ilty and Inconftancy hinder us from refifting the 
A flaults of the Flefh, efpecially when fuch myfterious 
lEmgm ds  as thefe I  am treathig  abolit, happen to  oc* 
cur and fall in^our 

But to re fu J lT ^  our afHifted P atriarch : When he 
faw-himfelf fij##wdently convinc’d how erroneous his 
Ideas of d i^ ^ o u r  preceding Revelations^had been, i t  
n i a y i m a g i n ’d,  by a fincere im partial Breaft, 
vvhjtfTwonies he muft undergo, confidering the tender 
A fe^lfon and fci'vent Love he bore his amiable Son, 
aira the Abfolutenefs o f the Injunftion. N o t  being able 
to  take any Reft all the N ight, he pals’d the Hours in  
ftrange Agitations of M ind \ and difTolv’d, and, in a  
m anner, drown’d in Showers o f  Heart-breaking Tears, 
he took his dear Child in  his Arms, killing him be
tween the Eyes, on the Forehead, Cheeks, and Lips Ten 
thoufand times, bedewing his lovely Face all over w ith 
bitter Tears of Anguifti, not fuffering hiiii to fleep any  
more than himfeif, but held him all the while incir
cled in hie clofe Embraces, hugging him  to his Bofom, 
and venting moft lamentable Sighs. H is great Love 
to him would have tranfported him  much further, had 
he not ftrove w ith all his M ight, to fupprefs and ftifle 
his Griefffor fear o f awaking Hagar^ the yertuous 
M other of he was beftowing fo m any Kifles up
on, and who was likewife ly ing by his fide; he curbing 
his rifing Paflion, and diffembling what he felt as 
much as pofllble, being very unwilling to  im part a

L  3 • Thing
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Thing to  her which mufl needs bs fo infiipportably 
fhocking to her very Soul.

Y et all his Precautions w'cre not fufllcient, nor could 
he vent his Paffion fo fileml3% but thaf (he heard His 
Sobs and Groans; and* as by the great Love and Vene
ration fhe had for her Husband, they gave her a fenfible 
Difqiiiet, fhe was no longer able to refrain from fpeaking 
and inquiring into the Occafion of this unufual Agita- , 
t io n : “ From  whence proceefls it, 4 ^rabam, faid Ihe, 
“  that you have been foreftlefs this whole N ight, th a t 
“  inftead of fleeping, you do nothing but figh and 
“  lam ent'’ N ay , you likewife have quite tir’d m y  
“  dear Child Ij^mael to Death, by pulling him about, 

and not letting him take a W ink of Sleep neither : 
“  P ray , m y Dear, let me kno\if-)the ^i^easing o f all
“ this! ’T-r-.,- o

“  Nothing at all, rep ly ’d Abrahatn^^'^^^itmhYm^ the 
true Caui?, but the m ighty Aifefti'ar* and Love 

“  I bear the Child, which increafes ever^^^^yvmore 
and more, infomuch, that 1 han’t the Coirfii^j^d o f 

“  m y felf to conceal or difTemble it any lo n g erT 'lf^  
m uft defire you, as foon as ’tis Day, not to negleft 

*' what I am going te ll you -, You muft drefs him  in  
“  his befl: and newefl: A ppare l; let every Thing about 

him be perfeiStly clean, and well perfum’d ; 'w h a t 
"  you have o f valuable and coftly be fure to pu t 
“  it him on, and anoint his Head w ith the inoft pre- 

cious fweet-fcented Oyls, for ’tis my Defign to  take 
him with-me to  be prefect a t the Sacrifice I  intend 

“  to m ake. •
The good Abraham concluded his Words w ith a moft 

profound Sigh fetch’d from the Bottom of his very 
Soul j for as the uneiprcflible Grief he was undeir 
m ade’ him  endure an Agony and Sentiment o f the 
fame N ature, and nothing inferior to  the'^Anguifh a 
M other feels who has the Child of her Y outh to rq  
from  her Arm s never to behold it more, to contain 
the  Inflamm ation o f whofe Breaft the whole U niverfe 
js b j  much too n a rro w : So in the very  fame manner

■ V ...................... ^
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was the B read  o f  this holy M an inflam’d and in an  
U p ro a r: H is Bed, tho’ defign'd for a Place of Com fort 
and Repofe, could not contain him , but up he rifes, 
and throws hj;Tifelf proftrate upon the Ground, and, in 
voking the Name o f the ftord, w ith Aiiguifh and Bit- 
ternefs of Soul,*he made this Ihprt Supplication;

“  O  Lord ! Who with thy  All-powerful H and haft 
“  created this H eart of mine o f the fame M atter and 
•“  Subftance as thou haft the reft of this m y frail 
“  Fleth which is fo prone to  be repugnant to thy  

Sacred W ill and Ordinances  ̂ G rant, I befeech thee, 
ouf o f th y  unbounded Goodnefs, th a t both that and 
all my Faculties, and m y five Senfes, may become 

“  ail'Obedience, and be in tire ly  dew ted to thy Plea- 
“  fure,. unanim oufly to fulfil th y  Commands in every 
“  in4ividIiaiNS^5^‘̂ P e r m i t ,  O  Creator ! th a t they 
“  m ay  all beat/^ne fame Countenance, and bend their 
“  Ster^iw hi^fj^ow ards thee 7 And as th y  E/Tence is all 
“  H o W ^ i f  Divine, let the Infinity o# th y  M ercy 

m y W^ealcnefs and R eludancy upon this 
;^ B l^ f io n !  ” . •
’ Twhilft Abraham was thus eipoftulating with God, 
the Royal Princefs Hagar w ent about to put in  Exe
cution what her Hus.band had recommended to her 
Cari. W ith m any Kiffes and Embraces fhe awaken’d 
the tender and beautiful Youth, and wafti’d his Head 
(as fhe had beendefir’d) with perfum’d W aters ofm oft 
exquifite Odours, in  which had beeh diffolv’d Cam- 
phire, and other precious Gums, fuitable to  fuch an 
Occafion, and which in thofe Days wert made ufe of 
in  Sacred Solemnities, and held in great Efteem.

When the good Child beheld all this unufual Prepa
ration, he fa id ; “  For what Reafon, m y dear M other,
“  have you thus wafh’d my Head with thefe perfum ’d 
“  and fjn£lify’d W aters, which are only us’d upon 
“  H oly Occalions > ■•’ T o  which Queftion, this great 
Princefs reply’d, “  M v Son, i t  is by your Father’s O rder, 
“  and fince he has been pleas’d to command i t  to  be 
“  done, ’tis our Duties to obey him. ” N ow  when

L  4  ,   ̂ JJhmael
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JJhmael was drefs’d in all the Ornaments his Father 
had before given Orders he ftiould put on, his glorify’d  
Countenance caft forth fo great a Splendor, that i t  ob- 
fcur’d the Light of the S u n ; and his ^Father having 
p rivately  taken a fharp IceAi Dagger which he alw ays 
k ep t in good O rder lock’d up in a Crrefi, he conceal’d 
i t  in  his Girdle, on the left fide under his Garm ent, 
As he was going, U<^ar faid to  h im ; “  Pray take 
“  with you a little  of fomething to eat and to  drink, 

that if  the Child has a M ind, be m ay refrefh him- 
“  felf with a Mouthful j and if he fhould complain of 
“  any Aihng, bind his Head, and cover it  with th ii 
“  coftly Safh  ̂ and fo the Bleffing of the Lord guide 
“  and proteft y tu  both. ”
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C -H  A P. VIII.

Abraham fe ts  out rvith his Son Ifhmael to perform  
the Sacrifice. H is difco/ifolate Condition upon
tha t Occafion. H is wonderful Projpe^ o f  the
W o rW s S itua tion . Is tempted by the Devils, bu t 
repulfes him . The Dez>il makes th n e fe v e ra l A t -  
te m p s  upon Ifhmael to feduce him  to Difobedi- 
ence, who, tho* he^likervife repulfes his Tempta
tions^ yet f fe m s y S  Jtagger^ a»d is terrified ; but a t  
la fi re ftgn^fT th  admirable Piety and R e fo lu tio n : 
H er,^ ^  p athetically encourages his Father^ e x -  
h o r / f fd t^ n  to proceed in^rvhat he had undertaken.

f g a n a m ’i  Preparation and Prayer before the  
crifice. H e  makes Tryal thrice to kill Iftimael, 

but is prevented by Angels. Their Jmefcefjion 
w ith  God fo r  Ifhmael. IfhmaelV Prayer. 
Abfaham  .tries a  fo u r th  T im e, but his A rm  is 
withheld by the Angel Gabriel, who brings him  a 
R a m  fro m  H eaven , which Abraham.joj;^//j)' offers 
up infiead o f  his Son, & c.

H E N  every Thing that was thought re- 
quifite and material for this Occafion 
had been prepared and got in Readinefs, 

, (as I have hinted above) our holy Patri- 
Varch, having firft recommended himfelf 

to the Protection o f Alm ighty God, and taken his 
Leave o f  the Princefs Ha^ar hismoft pious and vertu- 
ous Spoufe, he fet forwards, with his lovely Son 
yhmael (whom he led by the Hand) in order to fulfil

the



the  Lord’s Command concerning the^ Sacrifice he had 
been enjoyned to offer up to His H oly Name.

The venerable, but difconfolate Old M an, qyer- 
whelm ed with Grief a n ^  AfRidtion, and rum inating 
in  his M ind the Unaccountablerefs o f  his prefent 
wretched Circumftances, went on liis  W ay with an  
aking and heavy H eart. He beheld w ith Tendernefs, 
Love and CompafTion liis dear Child a t every Step he 
made i H e look’d upon thofe his tender and delicate » 
Limbs, as yet not arrived to M atu rity  ; He gaz’d on ^ 
th a t his rnof? beautiful Countenance, whereon the 
glorious Hereditary Lights created for the O rnam ental 
Blazon o f  the Lord's Ele&ed^ appeared fo conlpicuouily 
refpleradant. ”H e examin’d, with the greateft-A tten- . 
tion , this M iracle of Children, from Head to Foot j 
and then, Oh the racking T 'iriu g h ti he call’d to  
M ind, that this very Child, he fo^pated  upon ; th is 
only Child God had been pleas’d to okfs him w ithal, . 
v/as now going to  be fo inhum anely batc|^gr’d by the  
H ands of his own doating and tender P aren t*  Such 
fhockmg Refiedtions, fuch melancholy H eart-break
in g  Confideratioiis as thefe, are certainly miich 
eafier»to be conceiv’d in our Im aginations than to be 
e ip re fs’d by Words ; and they took fo deep a Root
ing in the H eart gf the afflifted and forrowful P a tri
arch, th a t, a t every M oment, he fetch’d fuch b itter 
Sighs from the very Bottom o f  his Soul, that each i 
feem’d as i f  it was to be his lafi:.

B ut left a long uninterrupted Continuance of fo 
fevere a T ry a l, m ight occaiion this bitter Pill o f Gall 
and Aloes to  have too great an Influence over his al- 
mofl wafted Spirits, the Lord, to  prevent it, and, in 
fome meafure, to divert his Thoughts, was pleas’d to  
fhew him a moft fiupendous and am azing M yflery : . 
F or, as he was proceeding on his W ay, «'ceeding pen* 
live, and little  dream ing o f fuch a Prodigy, be- , 
hold ! the Seven Earths were all opened to  his View, 
infomuch, tha t nothing w ithin the profoundefl Centers, 
occult RecelTes and Abyffes thereof were concealed

from
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from  him , but all their M yftical A n a n t  eipofed ap 
parently  to  his Sight.

Tho’ his Aftoniftiment was great, as we m ay eafily 
im agine, y e t heverthelefsji arm ’d w ith a  Heavenly* 
Fortitude, he extended his Sight as far as his Eyes 
would reach, and* beheld, O  wonderful Profpedl! this 
E arth ly  Globe the World rafting upon the Point of a 
Bull’s H orn, the Bull ftanding upon a great Fifli, 
which Fifh lay  extended upon a vaft Lake o f  W ater.

Thefe are, indeed, Myfteries and Prodigies which 
ftap ify  the Senfes, ftiock the Underftanding, and are 
by  far too fublime for Humane Comprehenfion ! Y et 
from  hence Abraham began to confijjer and refledl: 
upon the Omnipotency and Supreme D ivinity of God, 
and that his W orks are wholly incomprehenfible, and 
th a t all and *ever)/^one of His Creatures in general, 
a re  bound, t ^ ^ e ly ,  to  conform to the leaft o f his 
O rd in an c^ -w n h  an implicite Obedience ^ fo th a t , 
ftren^icHiS^'by thefe Refleftions, he rem ain’d  eafy, 
f a t is ^ d , contented, and with a perfefl; R efignation} 
purCuing his W ay With a firm, determined, and con- 
ftant Refolution to perform  the Sacrifice he had un
dertaken.

As he was going forwards, that accurfed Enemy of 
M ankind (<j) the Devil (who has from the Beginning,

openly
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(a) A  propos 5 N ow we are fpeaking of the Devil, J  (hall give my 
Readers a notable Story the Mahomeuns tell o f Abrthtm  and tha t 
Seducer of Mankind ; There goes a T radition, T hat the Devil Jook- 
jng one Day upon the Dead Carcafc of a Man the Sea had thrown up 
CD the Shore, vvherecf the wild Beafts, the Birds of Prey, and the 
Fifhes bad each devour’d (ome P art, he thought this an exceJlent 9ub- 
jeft for him to work upon, ia order to  infnarc Mankind concerning 
the Point o f i^e Future R efurreflion: “  For, faid he, how can they  
“  conceive that the Parts of th is Body,, devour’d by fo many feveral 

Creatures, can ever joyn again a t the General Refurreftion ? ”  God 
knowing the malicious and pcroicious Defign o f this common Enem y, 
order’d Abraham to  go walk upon the Sea-Shore The Patriarch did fo, 
and the Devil prefently appeared to  him like a Man, fceming to  be 
(tiuch aftonifh’d , aad in the grcateft Confuflqp. and propos’d to  him

•^lis



openly declared hiinfelf as fuch, and whole Thoughts 
and Deeds are perpetually tending to w a rd s 'th e  di- 
fturbing and diiannulling whatever m ay be pleafing 
in  the Sight of God) to tcy , if, by laying any o f his 
dangerous and pernicious Snares, he could bring to  
nought, or a t leaft in terrupt this Aous U ndertaking, 
he, with this View, came and prefented himfelf before 
Abraham, under the Likenefs ol a G rave A ncient 
H erm it, and fpake to him in thele Words  ̂ “  S tay , 
“  Abraham! W hith .r is it you are dragging your 
“  poor innocent Child? You are certainly going to  
“  cut his T hroat! Take Heed; this is, doubtlefs, 
“  fome Artifige of Sata^s  which he makes Ufe of to 
*’■ infnare you-, I t  is not God’s Will you fhoul'd com- 

m it this W ickednefsne ither did thofe. Dreams and 
“  Vifions you have had proceed''&oni *riim.

‘ Abra-
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his Doubt touching the Rcfurrfftion. VVlien Abr*Um  had heard 
all he had to fay, he anfwer’d ; “  W hat ieafonablc Ground c^n you 

have to  doubt, fince He wlio could deduce and draw together • 
“  all the feveral Parts and I’article, gf ihis Body out o f th e  Abyfs 
“  0 ^ Nothing, will cafily know how to find them again in the feveral 
“  Parts of Nature, whercfoever they [hall be difpers’d, to  ̂ pu t ’em 
“  together a^ain. 'Hie Potter when he pleafes, breaks in’pieces an 
“  Earthen Vclfcl, and makC'; it up again of the fjme Clay, ” 
However, God to  plcjfe Abnbam  ^according to  the Alcoran) faid to  i 
him , Tik.f f  ur B irdi, cut them in Pieces, avd carry thofe Pieces and 
Jifperfe them in four diflant Mountains, and then call them , and you fhaH 
fee all thofe foS r̂ Birds vuill immediately come t» you. This Story, whicK 
Afii/bomff has introduc’d into his/iroM n, is taken-, we prefume, from 
th e  Sacrifice o f the Birds mentioned in (Jenfjix; bu tthci4r46j know 
many more Particulars of H.^ly W rit than Mofes ever left us, fo 
firuitful are they in their Inventions. Thefe four Birds were, they 
fay, a Pigeon, a Cock, a Crow , and a Peacock; and that, when 
A braham  had cut them in pieces, he made a perfeft Anatomy o f 
them , and minc’d ’em all together. Some add, that lt« pounded them 
in a M ortar, and reduc’d them all to  one Mafs, which he divided 
into four Parts, and carry’d to  the T^ps of four feveral M ountains: 
Then holding up their Heads, which he retain’d in his Hands, he 
call’d them feverally by their Names, and each of them inftantly 
came for its Head, and flew away. In th e  Second Chapter o f the 
Alcoran', intiilcd El Cacrab, or, The Cow, wc read, tha t A h n h m

made



Ahraham, who im m ediately knew the Rebels not- 
w ithftanding his plaufible Difguife, and perceiving his 
malicious |D rift, made him this A nfw er; “  D epart, 
“  Satan ; Begone from before me, thou Enemy to God 
“  and M an! Thou W retch! who waft driven out o f  
“  th e  Almighty^s Prefence with {a )  Stones! T h y

Malice and Deceit lhall work no EfFeft upon me, 
“  nor fhall it  be in thy Power e ither to obftrud: or 
“  delay this m y holy Delign.

T he T ray to r, when he found himfelf difcovered, and 
that the H oly M an fcoffed a t him and derided him  
in fuch.opprobrious Language, was quite confounded 
w ith  Shame, and left him •, but returned and appeared 
to  Ifhtnael^ unfeen by  his Father, faying to  h im ; 
“  How tom es i t  about, O  deceived Young M an ! 
“  tha t you *ftjFer your felf to be abus’d and impos’d
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made this Supplication to  God ; Lordl Stcv> me hnf> you raifetbe 
Dead, The Lord atifwer’d ; have you not haiih ? Tcs, Loid, reply’J  
he. But /  only beg thit to fxtisfy The Fable of th e  Bird* is
thus aDegoriz’d by the 4̂ uthorof the Book call’d /4n«jjr: “  All thofe, 
“  fays he, who defire that their Souls (honld live a Spiritual Life, 
“  mufl flay and facrifice all their Pafllons with the Sworrf of Mortifi* 
“  cation, and make them to be fo confounded together, that they may 
“  find themfelves in a Difpofnion to be led away by the Ordinances 
“  o f Gqtl i for then, the Lord calling them, makes them run in the W ay 
“  of his'Law, till they Hy away to the Place of Eternal Blifs. ” T he 
P oe t SeAiti makes another Allegoiy of che Fiftion of thefe four Birds, 
hiying, They are the Four Humours we are compofed of, and that 
having facrific’d tlicm for the Service o f God, if we make ufe o f  
Faith , the Love o f God, Reafon and Experience, we ftiall, like 
Abrtkam,- make them live again to Im mortality. Sfflrie M tbom ttM  
Doftors pretend, tha t the divided Parts of thofe Birds came toge
th e r again to  denote to  Abrahim, that hir Pofterity the fevus (hould 
again be re*united, after having been difperfed over the Kace o f the 
E arth •, which Notion they have, pcrhapr., borrow’d from the Jewi^ 
as well as many others, The ( hapter Amram  in the A k c ttn ,  takes 
Notice o f feveral o f Abrahan'% Prerogatives in Relation to  the 
Ceneaiogy o#bur Saviour jpc/w Chrift, which fliall be m entioned in 
a convenient Place. ,

( * )  This I  have cypiaincd in the firft Chapter, p. 23. N ote CO
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upon, by  your unnatural Father^ after this ,in- 
“  humane M anner ? Don’t  you know, tha t he is 
“  goihg to  cut your T hroat, and to offer you up for 
“  a  Sacrifice ? ” IJhmael re tu rn ’d him this A nfw er; 
“  N o Father was ever heard of, that' cut his Child’s 
“  T hroat without fome juft and equitable Caufe for 

fo doing: Your W ords are incongruous, and incon- 
fiftent w ith Reafon! ” To which the D evil rep ly’d 5 

“  I ’ll tell you, unfortunate Y outh! Your ungodly 
“  Father alledges for an Excufe, that, for four fuc- 

ceeding N ights, he has been admonifh’d in  a Vifionj 
that he fhould cut your T hroa t, and offer you up 
for a  Sacrifice: But, unhappy Young M an! I  had 
no fooner feen you, than m y Bowels yerned w ith 
Compaffion for y o u .” The Pious Youth anfwer’d 

him in thefe W ords ; “  Since the Lord hasK)rdained it,  
“  and i t  is His H oly W ill it  Ihould be Ix), moft ju fl it  
“  is that m y F ather ftiould execute a  Command fo 
“  reafonaKe and fo w orthy o f h im : F ar be i t  from 
“  him he fhould ever difobey his Lord and C re a to r: 
“  And feeing God is pleas’d, th a t I  fhould fall d 
“  V ia im , and vouchfafes to be^'appeafed and con- 

tented w ith me for an Offering o f  Atonement, I  am  
“  in tire ly  refigned, and confirm and approve of m y  
“  Father’s Intention. ”

Satan feeing him felf baffled, and finding all hiS falfe, 
bafe and treacherous Artifices to be vain and of no Effefti 
departed, and went a w a y ; And IJhmael, being in a great 
Concern a t what the falfe, pretended, hypocritical 
O ld  H erm it had faid to him , could not refirain from 
ftiedding abundance o f Tears-, the which when his 
good Father perceiv’d, mov’d w ith a more than ordi
nary  Paternal Tendernefs, he ask’d him , “  W hat 
“  ailed him, and wherefore he wept ? Conceal nothing 
“  from m e, faid he, my D ea r! m y D arlin g ! Thou 
“  Joy  o f m3'- Life, and Comfort o f  n!y S o u l! ” 
T o  which k ind Expreffiohs, the  innocent IJhmael 
rep ly ’d •, “  M y Dear and ever-honoured Parent / 
"  The Caufe of m y W eeping and Concern proceeds

“  from
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** from the Words that the Old M an, who was with 
“  yoa  awhile ago, faid to me j He told me th a t you  
“  was carrying me on purpofe to  kill me  ̂ and this i t  
“  is that makes me cry. D ry up th y  Tears, faid the 
“  Righteous Pa'triarch : not, m y  Deareft, bu t
“  wipe thine E y ^ s ; the treacherous old Thief is .a  
“  malicious, lying, infamous Villain ; I ’il take Care, 
“  m y  Life ! to p ro te d  thee th a t no. H arm  befal 
“  thee.”

W ith thefe W ords the Child took a little  G jurage 
and was appeafed: But the Devil, not fatisfied w ith  
w hat he had already  done, nor difcouraged w ith th e  
Repulfes he had met w ithal, refolved to  make another 
T r y a h  and, to tha t Intent, transformed himfelf in to  
a Bird, and fate before them in the W ay they were 
to  pafs, w itL  his Feathers all briftled up in a very 
m eliich o ly  ro ftu re , and lliewing great Signs of Sor
ro w ,'fa id  to  the C h ild ; “ O  unhapp)'-, wretched 
“  Y outh! How miferable and unfortunate is th y  
“  Fatf, that thou a r t  now led to the Slaughter in th y  
** tender Years, to be ButclTercdby thy cruel Father. “

Alas, O  B ird ! faid the Child, Have you ever (een 
“  any Father m urder his Son without his having de- 
“  ferved fo violent a Chaftifement ? A la s ! rep ly ’d  
“  th a t infernal B itd, T hy Father wickedly affirms, 
“  Tha^ he is obliged to do it by God’s eiprefs €om - 
“  mand. I f  that is true, anfwered IJhmael, I  am  e i-  
“  trem ely well fatisfied, and I receive the Stroke as 
“  a particular Grace and M ercy.”  Then turn ing  to
wards his dear afhided Parent, he faid to hiilT; “ Father,

I  fuppofe, what the Old M an faid juft now, is ftill 
“  frefh in  your M emory, and now th a t Bird, you fee 
“  yonder, has told me the very fame Thing! M y 
“  L ife ! replied Abraham, {a )  the Language of Birds

________ ---------------------------------------------------------- 1!
(a )  In the Aiahomeian W riters, abundance is to  be found coa- 

ccrning the Langua|e o f Birds and Bcafts, and many notable Fables 
I  have heard cr Men who in a!l Ages underQood their Langnage: 
Nay, 1 have met w ith Two Pretenders to  th a t Knowledge; b u t,

howcTcr,
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“  is always m yftical and intricate, ever concealing 
“  fome double M eaning, and fome fecret and unin- 
“  telligible M mgma ; nor are there fewer Falfities in  
“  w hat 'they tell us, than in the Words of Men .* 
“  This, m y Dear, as weli as every Thing elfe, is b y  
“  th e  Lord’s Permifllon.

‘B ut the Enem y of God, the  rebeiiious Satan, whofe 
Subtlety and Malice had been baffled and brought to  
nought, and his infernal H atred  to  all Goodneft hav
ing proved efFedtlefs in the cunning and artfu l Snares 
he had hitherto laid  againft this H oly M an, was now 
once more refolved to make a  Fourth Effort, to t ry  
i f  he could h it the M ark  he had already aim ed a t  
Three Tim es, t u t  had always miffed it  j fo now, fan
cying him felf lu re  of his Aim, flew aw ay fiviftly 
before them to the Top of the M ountain, (which was 
the Place where the Sacrifice was to 'b e  m ade) and 
there concealing himfelf under the Rock 'tilV they  
came, whi<;h was foon after, he then , like an  Eccho, 
faid thus •, “  A las! a la s! How I  comm iferate th y  de- 

plorableD eftiny, thoujinhappy, andnever-ehough- 
“  to-be-lamented Youth! In  thy tenderefl Years to 
“  be brought to  fuch a difaflrous and untim ely E n d !

T o  D ay , in  this very Place, thou w ilt have th y  
*' T hroat mofl barbaroufly c u t ; Here in this lonefome 

folitary  M ountain, whither thou haft bee» bafely 
“  and treacherouflyinticed to thy Grave-, Here* I  fay, 
“  will thy  innocent Blood be f p i l t : And when thou 
“  hafl: fallen a Vidtim to the blind and fuperftitious 

Obftinaey of thy  unnatural Father, thou wilt here 
*' be buried in a Hole, and-never more fet thine Eyes 
*' upon th y  Dear and Sorrowful M other, ’till the D ay  
“  of Judgm ent.
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however, the M ihm ttxns  all unanimoufly agree, T h a t none was 
ever pcrfeft in that fort of Learning, except King Solomon, o f whom 
much is f»id in the next Chapter. W hich fee.
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tTiis laft Circumftance, which ferved as a Confirm a
tion of all the foregoing ones, wrought a great fefFedt 
upon Ijhmael-^ infomuch, th a t the Child was, in a  
m anner, fcandalized to  find him felf (b often forewarn
ed o f  what hfs Father ddfigned againft him  ■, which 
though he had (Jenied, yet he could not forbear be
lieving j and therefore, w ith his Eyes flowing with 
Tears, he turned towards him , and fpoke thefe Words j 
“  M y Righteous and Honoured Father} If, parad- 
“  venture, all that the Old M an told ma was felfe, 
“  the W ords o f the feird cannot be a  F iflion Kkew ift} 

but i f  the Bird is alfo a L y a r, how is i t  poflible, o r  
“  even probable, th a t the M ountains themfelves, th a t  
“  are  fixed and im m oveable, and kijow no Change^ 
“  how can they tell me of a Thing tha t is not true ? 
** Explain to^me, I  befeech you, th is Riddle!

T h ey  were now, as has been faid before, a rrived  
a t their Tourney’s End, which was the  very Sum m it 
o f  the M ountain, and when the good Pjiitriarch fawr 
him felf there, and upon fo forrowhil an  Occafi!oh, he 
was juft ready to  render up his Soul, and expire w jth 
innumerable Sobs and b itter G roans: N or was he a  
little  touched w ith his Son’s laft '\V^ords, to  the which* 
accompanied w ith a Flood of T ears, he returned  him  
this Anfwer-,

“  iJly dearefl; C h ild ! T o  conceal the T ru th  rio longer 
“  from thee, know T h a t for F ourK ights fucceffively 
“  I  had i t  repealed to  me in a  Voice from Heaven* 
“  T hat it  is the Pleafure, W ill and abfolute Com- 
“  mand o f the moft High and moft Powerful C reator, 

that I  fiiould here, in ' th is Place, fpill th y  Blood, 
and ofPer it up as a Sacrifice to  his H o ly  Nam e  ̂ noi: 

“  is it  His Divine Pleafure fo accept of any other Of- 
“  fering. This, i f  I  perform , H is fupreme. M ajefty 

has promifed to  enhance, a t  the  laft D ay, the 
“  M erit o f  m y Obedience and Conform ity to His H oly  
** Will and Ordinance, above th a t  ot any M ortal who 

now lives, or has hitherfo lived upon the  Earth. 
_  Corifider now, m y dear Son! th ink well upon it,

M  wtaft
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“  what thou wouldft have m e do fn fuch a Cafe, or 
“  what can be thought on to  prevent m y  being difo- 
“  bedient, in not com plying with what the Lord m y 
“  God requires-, nay, fo pofitively demands a t m y  
“  Hands!

The lovely Y outh, when he was now clearly con
vinced and evidently confirmed upon w hat a T rag i
cal Account he had been brought to th a t fatal Place, 
was feized with Fear and T erro r, trem bling a t the 
Thoughts and Apprehenfipns of approaching Death j 
nor was he able to  ftand the Shock w ithout H orror, 
notw ithftanding all the poffible Efforts he made to 
overcome his Pjifilanim ity and w ant of R efolution; 
But what coulcf be eipected from one of his tender 
Age? For, in T ru th , he was bu t, as we m ay fay , an 
Infant. *•

Under this Apprehenfion and Concern, he caft ai 
m ournful Louk towards his Aged, Sorrowful Father, 
and faid j ‘*W hy, my Beloved F ather! w hy did you 
“  not give me Kotice of ^his before we came from  
“  Home ? I might then have had an O pportunity  o f 
“  tak ing  Leave of m y D ear and Pious M other, and 
“  m ight have received from her M outh the lafl Bleifmg 
“  I  fhall ever have from  her in th is W orld: I  m ight 
“  then have had the Happinefs to have proflratfjd m y- 
“  felf before her with a F ilial H um ility , and to  have 
“  laid m y Head under her Feet, and have im-

p b red  her Pardon and Fjstgi^eiicfs for what- 
“  ever I  had of&nde4 her in, and ihould have 
“  had her Farewel Salem, before I  had departed from 
“  before her Eyes, never to  behold them more; 
“  before m y Im m ortal Spirit had relinquifhed th is 
“  E arth ly  C lay : This wAild have been to  me an ex- 
** ceeding great Comfort and Satisfaflion.

T o  this E ipoftulation Abraham made R e p ,^ ; “ I  was 
“  cautious, m y  Beloved! noir dared I  mention any  
“  th ing of this im portant Affair to thee, fearing thou 
*' fhouldft have difcovered i t  to  th y  M other, who, 
‘‘ dpubtlefs, would never have given her Confent •, bu t

would
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“  would have prevented m y  Proceeding in it, and not 
** have fuffered thee to  have com e; whereby, I fhould 
“  have incurred the Lord’s high Difpleafiire, through 
“  m y  Difbbe'dience in  com plying w ith what He had 
“  fo ftricHy enjoyned me.

“  F ar be i t  from me, faid Ifhmael^ th a t I fhould 
“  be, in  any-wife, inftrum ental to your Difobedience : 
“  Accom plilh, m y dear Father, the H oly  Injundtion 
“  o f the A lm ighty j O bey, I befeech you, this His 
“  Divine Precept w ithout the leaft D elay or H e/ita- 
“  tion upon m y A ccoun t; for, aflure your-felf, that 
“  fince his Sacred M ajefty vouchfafes to  accept of fo 
“  infignificant and worthlefs a  Vidlifn as I  am , for 
“  an O blation, I  obey the H oly Decree with a per- 
“  fed  Refignjtibn, and am  in tire ly  fatisfied it  be in- 
“  ftan tly  put in Execution. Approach, m y  dear 
“  Father, I beg you, th a t I  m ay kifs you between 

the Eyesy and give you m y Farew el ^a lem ; the 
“  which when I ihall have done, and taken m y I^ a v e  
“  o f tU m  for Ever, let th?n  thqfe Eyes be im partial 
“  WitnefTes how pa tien tly , and wit.h w hat H u m ility  
“  and Refignation, I  will, like an innocent Lam b,
“  fubmit m y T hroat to  your Knife to  be offered up 
“  to the Lord as a V idtim , fince it is for H «  H oly 
“  Servifce; And I in trea t you, m y Beloved Parent,
“  as in th;s prefent Ju n d u re  there is no Rem edy nor 
“  M edium, 'to . .^ j |i^ e ^ ^ p  a ll  your innate Courage’
“  and Greatnefs m pt your H eart, th a t feems
“  now to be fo tenderly touch’d "with CflMt>affion andl 

Reluftancy, become intenfible to  P ity , and hard  
“  as a Rock •, let it be, for a while, divefled o f all 

Softnefs, or, a? it were, o f ail H u m a n ity : Forget 
“  that I am your Son i for, upon anO ccafion where*
“  in it is iiu'onfiftent and inconvenient to  harbour the 
“  leaft Spark of Compainon, as in this Cafe i t  is al- 
“ together fo, then a Ccm pafllonate Perfon is ra th e r 
“  an Enemy than otherwife. No, the firft T h ing  
“  you do, the firft Step you take , tye  m y H ands w ith  
‘‘ a  Cord very faft, th a t fhey m ay njot be a t Liberty

M 2 . to
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to make any  Refiftance when you apply  the Knife 
to m y Flefli: And take H eed, m y Honoured Fa
ther, that your Garments are not fpotted and de
filed with any Droj'S o^ m y Blood > for ftiould it 
fo happen that they be dyed therewith, that Sight 
would hourly bring the Remembrance of this T ra 
gical Circumflance trefli into your Thoughts: And 
befides, take Notice, I befeech you, tha t i f  m y 
Mother Ihould .chance to fee it, fhe will, every 
M inute, endure a mofl: cruel and oitter M artyrdom . 
Be pleafed, m y Father, with humble Submilfion 1 
beg it of you, to comfort her under her Afflidion 
for m y fake, and give her m y laft Salutation; and,
I intreat yob, return her m y Thanks for having 
conceived in her Womb a Son, whom the A lm ighty 
has been pleafed to deem worthy t»  be chofen for 
a Vicliin to be facrificed to his H oly Name and for 
His Service. I fear, O m y good Father, when the 

“  lharp-edg’d Steel lliall pafs over m y Throat, with 
“  m y dj'ing  Groans, or m.y flruggling Limbs, I may 
“  dilcQmpofe you  ̂ for, in Effedt, I am but Flelh 
“  and Blood, and fubjeft to all the Frailties incident 
“  to that bafe and earthly Compofition. By.this, I  

am apprehenfive, left the Merit of m y fpontaneous 
“  Refignation fhould be fiillied and diminilhed^. But, 
“  alas! m y P aren t! I too plainly perceive your Sor- 
‘‘ row and Concern: I beg you not to w ay to 

i t j  but do the D uty tha t is^eqiiiKiI ot you, with- 
“  out anjr fur^ex^R -'Juckney: T ake the Weapon in  
“  your HancT,rnd delay no longer to  comply w ith your 
“ /O bligation: Shake off the relenting P ity  you have 
"  for me; but if you have not otherwife fhe Power, 
“  cx3ver my Eyes and Face w ith the Veil yoo brought j 

and, when I am once Dead and Cold, then bury m y 
“  Body out o f your S ight; But I definj you ’ll be 
“  pleafed to interr me in the fame Cloaths I have o n j 
“  but this A l juba [an Upper-Garm ent] m y M other 
“  put upon me this M orning when we left her, I  
‘‘ beg you to  return it to her again, tha t by often

“  looking
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“  l^ lf in g  upon it, Ihe m ay recall her Son fome- 
times into her M emory, and it m ay, perhaps, be 

“  fome little Confolation to her for the AU'encc *of 
her only Q i la  hie was^fo iond of.

Abrahiim, wh«n he beheld fnch wonderful Conftan- 
cy  and Kefolution, with fo linccre and uiniHial a 
Piety and Fortitude in one fo young as was [fhmacl 
his Son •, and, wh.n he cailcd to Mind the  Argu
m ents he had us’d to tncourage Inin, and w ith what 
an  Heroick Intrepidity he was riady  and fully prepa
red to embrace a painful M artyrdom   ̂ When he recol- 
lefted all this, 1 fay, his Tlioughts were varioufly and 
diffesently em ploy’d : On one Hanc> he look’d upon 
thefharp  W eapon wherewitli he was about to cut the 
Veins and" iiiill the Blood of tha t innocent Child, 
the very Sight whereof picrc’d him to  the Bottom of 
his Soul ; On the other H and, he -was very much 
hcartned and comforted at the Fortitiid t lie beheld 
in his Son, and how foon he had lhakcn off the  T er
rors and Apprehenfions oT Death, to  which he now 
fo chearfully offer’d himfclf without the leafl Reludt- 
ancy W  H efitation. So that without any further 
Delayjl the zealous Patriarch began to make re a d / 
to  accomplifli the intended Sacrifice.

In  \ r d e r  to this, he fet down what Luggage he 
had abdiH him , which coufifled only of a Sort o f a 
Felted or Slhtfi«^^prtc ^ l^ n e n t  caft over his Shoul
ders, and a j  Deer’s Skin, tann’d w ith
the H air, hanging by hi^ Siae7*whci'{!lll fie conflantly 
)ut his Provifion whenever he went abroad to  take 
lis Rounds about his Lands, as he frequently d id ; 

H e then, w ith  great Reverence and H um ility, began 
his Salah or ^Devotion ’till the Sun was maunted up 
about half W ay towards the M eridian, that the Re
fulgent Rays of that glorious Planet, when in  it* 
brightefl Splendor, might be WitncfTes of the merito
rious Proceedings, Oblation and perfect Refignation 
o f him and of his pious Son. When he had pro-
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/tra ted  himretf Vefore the Lord, he made H im  this 
memorable O ration or Prayer. • •

A b r a h a m ’j- P R kTE R b e f o r e  t h e  

S a c r i f i c e .

Moll: High and O m nipotent S o v e k e i g n !

M A T  all the Ccslejiial Potentates of thy BleJJed Sera- 
phick Choirs give Fraifes to thy Holy Name, with 

their melodiotts and echoing Hymns, fo r  Ever and E ver!  
For, o f all thy imnderful and inimitable Works, none fxat 
ever done in VSn, or without the utmojl Perfeffion ! 
N o Creature ever fe l t  the EjfeSs o f  thy dreadful Wrath 
and Indignation without having jujily defefved the fam e!  
"Ihy Fromifes are as inviolable, and thy Covenants a t  
fiable and immau'eahk, as thy fixed  Throne I Tl)ou never 
didft rcfufe°to fen d  thy Succour and Afjifiance to them 
who implored it : We have,hourly Tokens o f  thy great 
and boundlefs Love towards us ; and the Influence o f  
thy Divine Grace is continually diflributed am o^ji thy 
Creatures, with the Intent, that they make t f r  right 
l i fe  thereof fo r  their Eternal Welfare. In the Holy 
Decrees o f thy fecre t Judgments, there is neither a 
W hy, How, nor Wherefore : AH is firm , ft/re , end 
inevitable ! They are all fix^d, ir r e ^ a b le  rud infinite ! 

,• J am now. Lord ! upon the ?oir/i ^^^t^m plifh ing  what 
thou huft commandeil f i  'fi/fdrni \ G rant, therefore..
1  befeech tb ^ " ^ 'th y  unmeafureabte Bounty, that I may 
be illuminated with thy Grace, fo  that I may be able, 
perfeW y to compleat what I have taken in Hand to thy 
Honour and G'ory and that no Obftacle may occur to 
prevent, this my Offering’s being acceptable in thy Sight, 
and to thy intire Satisfaffion. I ask not th if Grace pre- 
fumptuoufly, or through the M erit c f  any o f my pafl 
Actions, or c f  my ^refent proftrate Fofiure o f Humili
ation ; but I beg it out o f the infinite Love and Com- 

- ■ pajfion
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pajjton thou haft always tuanifefted to Mankind, end to 
me ~tn particular, though unworthy o f the leaft o f  thy 
I'avours. I implore it  by the great Mercies thou didli 
cauje to df/cend down upon Adam ; By the unpardlclTJ 
Deference thou didff fhcw ' to Noah, in elethng him to 
be the Direlfor and the principal Tranjador in that Jo 
important and never-to be-forgotten an AUion : by aS 
thy facred Precepts^ vchich we are in Duty bound toob- 

fe rv e  \ and by fill tJjy migbty Blcjjjngs^ I bejecch thee, 
noji GracioM Monarch ! to reccive this my Oblation, 
tohich K, with an implicite Faith, Conji lence and Rrjtg- 
nation, offered, direfled and dedicated to thy Divinity, 
and in Conformity to thy holy Will and Command. Thy 
gloriojfi Vianets, the refulgent Sun and the beautiful 
Moon, with all the blejjcd Seraphims that are A tten
dants about ^ y  Throne oj Glory^ fhall be nil Witncffes 
o f my Obedience. And be thou affo, 0  Faithful Sera- 
’phirh ! mofi beauteoi/s Gabriel / /  beg andfupplicate 
thee, be Thou an Interceffor fo r  me, that •tlm  my O f  

fe tin g  may find  a gracioits and favourable Reception i 
fu  thou can ft teftify^ that t  do it purely in Obedience 
to the Injundion laid on me by the Almighty Lord of 
LordsA

Abrjham^ as foon as he had ended this Prayer or 
A d d re t to  the King of Heaven, immediately laid 
hold onfei^eloved  Child, and having firft bound his 
Hands, ^ o n  the Ground, and then, be
tw een RefnlntmiK an T g n p rp a ir  ̂ ht» approach’d the 
Keen-edg d Knife to  the^ender fiffdse^Df this Inno
cent, faying, a t the fame tim e, thefe W ords, (a)

Bi/mil-

M ahom etifm  E x p la h i 'd .  J 6 y

(a) Thcfe W ords arc conflantly ufcd by all M»hometins in general 
when tliey k^l any Creature tha t is to  be eaten, for vvhirh Keafon, 
they don t  care tQ  eat o f th e  Meat tliat is k i l l ’d  by ChrilUans, who 
never praftife that Ceremony ; But they are not a ltigetber fo veiy 
fcrupulous in this Cafe 3 ' are the who have, befides this, other 
Realbns for not eating with any Sort o f People, but thole of their
own Religion, cfpecially M e a t-------  The /aft Word is here ftiper-
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^tfm U ahi! AUah hu Ackbar roa Aiim u ! T ha t is, I n  
the N am e of God ! God is G reat and Pow erful!

A t this Inftant the E arth , with the very Centres 
and the profoundeft Abyflej thereof, began to tremble j 
n ay , the Heavens themfelves fliook, and were agi
ta ted  : The Seas, the Rivers and the Springs were as 
unfettled as in the greateft Tempeft, or H urrican 
The Dolphins and the reft of the Inhabitants of that 
Element, funk down, in  an unufual Aftoniftiment, to  
the loweft Centres o f the Deep, to hide themfelves 
fur Fear. The Coeleftial Choirs of Angels were all, in  
general, almoft drowned in  Tears, being extremely af- 
feded w ith CompalTion, P ity , and Concern a t the 
Sight of fo moving an ObjeiL T he  Fowls and* Birds 
o f the A ir flew here and there in a promifcuous Con- 
fufion, chirping and lamenting in their Language ; 
and the wild Beafts of the E arth  fent forth  moft 
frightful Howlings and Yellings. T he Devils in Le
gions, fled'away to  fhelter themfelves, being as much 
te rr ify ’d a t the m ighty Confufion they belield, as 
full o f Shame and Refentment to fee th a t all their 
Snares, .their Subtlety, and their Malice, wlj^rewith 
they had expedted, nay , even made fure inter
rup ting  or quitQ preventing this fandified atid pious 
W ork, had proved InefJedual. r

“  But, am idft all thefe Prodigies, we foyget the 
“  Sufferings of the rigliteous, ai^muchr-V^-be-pitied 
“  Father : W hat m uft his I^ntm S^fS be under Co 
“  lharp  a T ry a lJ  ,T n  and only Child
“  bound ancTitretch’d out m  his Feet, his own H and 

arm ’d with a fharp and fatal Steel ready to take 
aw ay that innocent Life he would have preferved
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fluoufly ac?dcd bv the Author, I  Tuppore, as he often docs, to  tn*kc 
ou t his V cric ; for what the Mabomettns fay, when They cut tlic 
Throat o f  any C reature whatfoei'er tha t is to be eaten (and as they 
affirm in Imitation of Abraham  upon this Occafion) is only BifmtBtbi, 

hu A c k b a r ; N or do they hardiv do anv thing a t  all w ithout 
vfing the ExprcfTion p f or In ih : Name o f God.
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“  a thoufand tim es rather than his own •, and y e t, 
“  in Obedience to the Abfolutenefs o f the Injun^lion,
“  he was rather feduloufl)' d iligent in  tliSt crucl Af- 
“  fair, than rregligeiitly bkew ann .

W e are informed by (acred W rit, T h a t he felt a t 
pnce, Four different penetrating Afflictions, which 
fearch’d and pierc’d into his fuffering H eart to  fuch 
a  D^gr*e, that it  became, as it were, like m elted 
W ax ; either df the which was abundantly fufficicnt 
Vo reduce any M ortal, however courageous and refo* 
lute, to his la f tG a fp i as it undoubtedly had him, 
i f  the Protedting Hand o f his All-powerful Creator had 
not been extended over him. The Firji was to  fee 
h im ftlf obliged to  become the Butcfier of his only 
Child, and who was in tire ly  fpotlefs, faultlefs, and 
innocent, fa t from having, in  the leaff, merited fo 
deplorable a Defliny. T he Second was the Ihocking 
Thoughts, when he look’d upon the fharp Edge o f h it 
Weapon, o f what a cruel and intolei able Sm art the 
poor harm lefs Child muft endure when he received 
th e  fa ta l Wound in his tender Flefli. The Third  was, 
w hen \he reflefted upon the excelTivc h eartjireak ing  
Senti.'Aents o f  his M other, when (he (hould come to  
hear I f  the miferable and untim ely Death of the 
C h ild  fhe fo tenderly doated upon, and iJi whom 
flie han^enter’d her Delighr, Joy and Expedations. 
T he F f lw N iw a s ^ h a t  it was altogether out o f his 
Pow er, by a t f f ^ n ^ e  Means, to deliver his Child 
from  t i n d e r g o i n A ' h e f f t t ? ] êj t was the ex- 
prefsand pofitive Command o f the E t^ n a l M onarch 
i t  fhould be fb, w ith the which he vras abfolutely 
and inevitab ly  obliged to  comply.

‘‘ W hat a T ry a l was hU f 1 How hardly muft this 
“  faithful Servant of th -  Eord, this Holy Wrcjiler^ 

be pi<#t to it, to  coiu ,nd with Four fuch potent 
“  and contrary  A dverfaries! Yet, neverthelefs, by 
“  his Conftancy, his Pcrfeverancc and Refblution, he  ̂

"ptevaird and got the V iitory  over them  all

He

Mahometifm Explain d. 169



H e now, anim ated with a  pious Zeal, with Vigour 
and Refolution, grafp’d the mercilefs Steel in his 
H and, and, with his utmoft Strength, drew the keen 
Edge acrofs the delicate, tender, uni;efifting T hroat 
o f the im m aculate Vi6tim : But without Effedt j for 
the Angels of God had interpofed fome Obftacle be
tween the Knife and IJlmaefs Slcin, and at the fame 
M oment cry’d out to their Sovereign in  one Voice j 
“  Behold, O  moft Gracious Lord !. thofe thy  Set- 
“  vants and Friends, whom thou haft elefted frqm  
“  among all the Nations of M ankind j fee their Suf> 
“  ferings w ith thine own All-feeing Eyes ; Have 
“  Conjpaflion upon them, fince thou knoweft their 
“  In tegrity  an 3̂ Obedience: P ity  the tender Nonage 
“  o f the innocent Child, we befeech thee o f thy  in
i ' finite M ercy.”

God anfwered the BlelTed and Compafllonate Angels 
in thefe W a-ds 5 “  1 fee it all *, I am an Eye-witnefs o f 
“  what has been tranlafted : If they implore la y  
“  Succour in this their Sorrowful Conflict, in this 
“  their terrible and b itter Tribulation, I , who am  

the trioft Merciful amoiigft the M erciful, ^H l al- 
‘‘ furedly and infallibly aflift and deliver the/^.

T he zealous Patriarch again took hold of h i |  Knife, 
and, lifting up his A rm , he pafTed it w ^ ^ l l  his 
M ight, over his Son’s Neck j /B W ^ ^ tts^ n d e a v o u r  
proved likewife fruitlefs and->abojfC !^  Then faid 
J/hmael to h iais-'^i^A iafSf^n^Father! W hat means 
“  this I What’s become o f your wonted Strength, your 
** priftine Vigour and undaunted Refolution? How 
“  comes it about, you are fo ftrangely altered from 

what you have always heen ? In the Lord’s Nam e, 
“  (hake off this Pufilanim ity and inglorious Cowar- 
“  dice and if  the Knife’s Edge will not c^t, thruft 
“  it in Point-ways, then it m ufl furely penetrate! 
“  Advance your fearful, trem bling Arm with Vi- 
“  gour and Refolution, tha t i t  m ay pierce m y

“  yield-
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yielfling F k fli, w ithout your giving W ay to  your 
unfeafonable Reluftancy for me. Haften, w ithout 

“  farther Delay, to fulfil the Sacred Decree, in Spight 
“  and Oppofition o f  your m ortal and implacable 

Enem y the C ev il, who is ufing all his poUible 
“  Endeavours to obftruct and deter your Proceeding 
“  in  fhe Accomjrlifliing an In junftion  fo Sacred as 
“  is this you are  about.

Abraham n o w  tried tha t W ay alfo, but notw ith- 
ftanding he thruft forwards vvith all his Force, to 
make the {harp Point penetrate into the Child’s 
T hroat, im agining that by fo doing, he m ight be 
able to  make an End of him , and fo p u t him out of 
his Pain a t once 5 y e t he could not ■pofTibly either 
wound or 4raw  Blood o f him •, which when Jfhmael 
faw, he got and throwing him felf upon his Knees, 
he made his Addrefs to  the A lm ighty in this fliorc 
Prayer. ^

IJhmael's P R A Y E R .  '
Lord^ who live ft  and r eigne ft, fo r  Ever 

tS A ^ v e r ,  to aU E tern ity! Thou who art Ahfo* 
lute AJa^S^iii^o v e r^al^ the Heavens^ the Earths^ and 
the W/iters, H fF fc ^ i ^ ^ o n e  that dares contradih the 
leaft o f  thy Decrees t l > s f i ! i a : £ ^ t h e e ^  to caji 
an Eye of ̂ orttpajjion upo^my tender Tears, and commi' 

fera te  the Gray Hairs o f my aged Parent.
Grant, 0  thou ju fi and impartial Judge ! that this our 
Obfation may have a fpeedy C<itajlrophe, and that it may 
be accompltfhed to the Honour and Glory o f thy Blejfed 
Name. Thou perfeSly knovoeft our Intentions^ as we 
likewife are fa tisfied  and convinced that with only thy 
Will it Jhall he fo, it may U  brought to a happy Qonclu- 

fion^ and I Jhall be out o f  my Pain and at Refl. As thou
knoweji
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hnm efl what I  am, fo , in like M a n n e r I  am not af a i  
ignorant, that tehat /  Jhall be, or what is to become o f  
tne, is wholly in thy Power a n i at thy Dijpofal. And, 
Of thou art thp only Yi^orious Conqueror, who never 
m at, nor never can be conquered^ donof, f  intreat thee^ 
di/pi/e th k  tny voluntary Offering, Jefl the Accurfed 
Enemy the Devil Jhould remain with the VOlory, and 
J, notwithjianding tny pious Intent, be vanquijhed and 
confounded.

A% foon as the pious Youth had thqs ende4 his 
P rayer, he, with a furprizing M agnanim ity and Re- 
folurion, returned again, and laid down his Neck a t 
his F ather’s F « t ,  faying-, “  Come, m y dear Father, 
“  difpatcb and make an End o f m e.’’ Abraham 
then m ade a Fourth T rj'a l to wound his Son’s Throat, 
^ u t  his Arm was now this Tim e withheld by the 
Faithful Angel Gabriel, who, by  the Command of the 
m oft H igh and Sovereign M onarch, had defcended, 
and brought w ith him a fine, fat, and beautiful Ram , 
which had been bred in th'fe richeft Paftures o f  the Coe- 
leftial Paradife.

T he^ le lT ed  Angel then, detaining and liholding 
back his Arm, faid to h im ; “ Defift, thou tJpright 
“  ^rievj. o f  the A lm ighty j Forbear, and 'e t thy  

iUuJtriom Child a t Liberty., for he is not th^V idlim  
“  the Lord requires. Yet his Oblation i s ^ ’:'erthele(s 
“  compleatly accompliflied: I^.iTltKugc; and for his 
*‘ Ranfom, take and facr^firft^is »^^o^en Kam, which 

thy  Lord W li j ’TViffiT hls q<vn H and, picked out o f  
“  his Cosleftial Flocks, on puri^ofe to  redeem the li* 
** ous Ifhmael: This is the Offering H is Divine M a- 
“  jefty is plealed to accept o f inftead of th y  Son, be- 
“  ing in tire ly  fatisfied with the In tegrity  o f  you 
“  both. ”

T he good Patriarch upon this, with e^^efllve Joy  
and Content, unbound his Son, and inftantly  offered 
up the Ram which the Faithful Gabriel had brought 
trom  Paradife j the Flefti whereof he got ready, and

they
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they made a joyful and delicious M eal o f  i t ;  A nd  
from hence is derived the venerable Ceremony o f the 
( d )  Adaheof, which tlie True Believers always pef* 
f trm  »t the Feaft of E l Corban^ th zt  is, Of the Sacri
fice which is left us as an unecceptionable Precept by our 
Honoured P foph tt Aidiommed, and afterw ards re- 
commetided to us by his excellent and venerable (A ) 
Sahaabahy or Companions.

After
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( i )  Adaheas. Thouj'h I am tolerably well acquainted with thf» 
W oo l ray felt, yet 1 rather chufe to  infett (a* 1 often do, that my 
Readers^ may fee, I give them the Authority 0|J fo Authentick m  
Author)* what Monfifur D'Herbelot fays under the W ord Adhht, 
which is the true Pronunciation. He fays; I t  is a Feftival c f  the 
M ahm eitnty kep* upon the Twelfth Day of the Moon Dtbou'lkigUt, 
»hicH.ls the Twelfth and laft o f their [L unar] Year. This Name 
fignifies, The Month o f the Pilgrimtie, bccaufe particularly obfervcd
for the Ceremonies o f the Pilgrims at Atecct.------- ^^On tha t D ay
they folemnly facrifite a Sheep at M nc/i, and at no other Place 
[H e means the Ceremony there it folemnizcd after a peculiar Man* 
tie r; for on that Day, which is th*e firft Day o f their great B e j r a m ,  
every one that is able, folemnly facrifices one or more Sheep, through
o u t the wihole M i h o m e t a n  Dominions] which bear» th r  Na*»e o f the 
Feftival by the T u r k s  commonly called the G r e a t  B e j r a m  [and by 
the A ra b )k  A t y d  e l  K t b i r ,  o r A a y d  e l  Corbin, i .  e . The great P a f ^ u a ,  
or the Ffftival o f the Sacrifice] to diftinguifh it  from the Ixrtcr one, 
which iiim ediately fucceedi the^r Great Faft o f Rtm tdam . The 
Eaflern O i r i l i U ’rs call it the M a V U m e ta n t fia flc r. This Feftival it 
likewife cafriA7 <«»»» Or th e  Day orSacrifice, becaufe on
that Day every fttgrtfn m%  fatftifice as many Sheep as he pleafes. 
Thefe Viftims are cafied f i ^ h e  P |^ a n  Dhahiat. They go out o f 
M e c c a  to  celebrate this Soleml^ty iiTd-^f'4ii;7-"'4f'iAl/»i4, or M n n a ,  
and there they fomecirees offer a Camel.----------This is tbe only Sa
crifice the M a h o ’r e t i n s  u fc j and this they obferve in the Commtv 
incra tionof A h r a b a m . I t  is pofitirely afferted by their Authors, T hat 
th e  Horns o f this very_ Ram, which was facriflced inflead of i j h m a e l ,  
were, by the A rth^  affixed to the Golden G utter which received 
the Rain W ater from the Roof o f the C a t b a h ,  and continued there 
’till Mihomig'i Days, who caufed them to be taken away, to  deprive 
fhofe People of any M otive ftt Idolatry.

(b) Sahaabik OT Sababah, is th e  Plural Number o i Stiteb znd As* 
h»b, a Friend o r Companion, and, in fome Senfes, a Mafter and 
4>wmr of atiy Thing But the W oid, as it  iocs he re , a lw ys fi^ni-
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After all this was over, they gladly began to. de* 
fcend from  the M ountain, and with joyful Counte
nances haftened their Steps towards the C ity •, where 
being arrived, they met the Child’s M other, who 
having been in a great Care and Concern a t their long 
S tay, was coining out to look after them •, and when 
fhe beheld them coming, flie ran and took her Son in 
her Anns, and tenderly embraced him , kifllng his 
lovely Eyes and Cheeks a Thoufand Tim es. They 
gave her a particular Kccoxxi\t o f all that had pafled : 
A t the Recital whereof, flie was exceedingly terrified 
and amazed  ̂ and although, from tliat D ay forwards, 
fhe was more^than ordinary careful o f her Son, and 
would never venture him a Moment out o f her Sight, 
ye t fhe could never be eafy •, but was always under a 
Jealouly and a fufpicious Apprehenflon',’ left the like 
Accidont might bef'al him  a g a in : N or did ftie ever 
th ink  hin> fecure, ’till one the Faithful Angel 
Gabriel appeared to her, and aluired her, T h a t from 
the Loins of IJlmael her Son ftiould proceed Men’of 
pure and exemplary L ives; and th a t he fhould be 
the F a ^ e r  o f infinite Generations, and the Founder o f 
innumerable Tribes of gallant and undaunted W ar
riors, from whom ftiould defcend the noble awd moft 
illuftrious Chieftain, the great and famous .ijLeader 
Mahommed o f  ever Blcfled Memory, the or as 
We m ay fay, the Seal o f  all for the
Love of whom, and for wholj^ Sake ^ n e ,  God cre
ated the iPvmT'iti^n*!, Planets
and Signs, the Earths, Plants, Seas, Rivers, Gff.

The Great and Royal Princefs ,rem ained fatisfied, 
joyful and content a t this AlTuraoce, returning Prai-
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fics Afjbomet’s Companions, being Ten in N um btr, lom c where
o f  were his immediate Succeffors, as Abuheker, Omar, Otbtm, A li ,  
Cir. They were all vcrv f»mousfor their Learning, Piety, Valour, 
Emptoymenfs or Dignitie?, and th fir Memories are held in great 
Authority and Vene:ation among the JHakometins, They are fpoken 
of by Dr. Frideaux ia his L .o f  Muhrnn. W hich fee.

fes



fes and Thankfgivings to  the Lord of Heaven, who 
had been pleafed to  gran t her fo m ighty a Blelfing: 
And t ^  good Abraham fandtificd the Hour of th a t 
great and  memotable T ranfad ion  tha t had happened 
in  the M ountain, w ith Tw o Proftrations and Humi- 
liations, which are, to this D ay , obferved by  m any 
pious Mu^ulma/ts: By which is meant,*, .That T im e of 
the M orning when the Sun is fo high ^d^Ticed in his 
Afcent, th a t h isilay s  are upon the ii^ jre  Surface o f  
this Side of the E arth ly  Globe: This P ^ n t  o f Time is 
w hat we call Adoha, and is the fame wherein Abraham 
began firft to m ake ready to offer up'^iij. Son, when 
th ey  arrived at the M ountain-T op: ArH-f^r the Four 
difrererrt and con trary  Afflictions he Fm  | o contend 
w ith  all a t once, as has been related , b e w e h e  began 
to apply  the ’Hnife to his Son’s T h r o a t ,^ e  righteous 
Patriarch inftituted Four Proftrations, & c. as a T o
ken o f his gratefu l Acknowledgment to his Lord and 
O e a to r , for delivering him  from Four fuch terrible 
Adverfaries ■, which Devotiops he performed as the Sun 
Was juft mounted to the Zenith, or rather M eridian j 
for the whole Tim e of the Sacrifice continued frohi the 
Sun’s being, as I  have faid before, in his Adoha^ ’till 
full Noojn, from  whence our High Salah o f  the Dobar^ 
or Noon'-Tide,* had its firfl O rig inal: The which, w ith  
all the wft of the Holy Precepts, are enjoyned us by 
the Sacre''d*Law of ^qur Blefled Prophet Mahommedoi 
ever H oly M emory,‘^ h e  uneiprelHble Benefit of all 
True Believers.

Mahotnedfm Explain d.' 175"^

C H A P .



176 Maliometifm Explain'd.

C  H  A  P; ix.

K f  I . I N  E  0/  1 3  A  A  C .
\

T h i A f ’g zl G abriel l/rings Sarah Tydings o f  her bear
ing a Sotrl»  her Old Age. H er D i^d e m e , The
j 4 »gfl*s Prophecy concerning the P o fie n ^  o f  K kac.
A b ra h a m ’  ̂ Indifference. Ifaac’s B f f t L  H is 
CbaraSier. T h a t ( f ] n c o b .  0 / Jo fe p h . 0/ M o -  
fes. O f  Jofhua. Of. D avid. O f  Solomon, 
jvith his Jtrange A dvem ures. O f  D an ie l. O f  
Jofras. O f S t. John the B a p i^ .  O f  Jefus 
C h rifl:;  and the Antichrijlidn  Sentim ents o f  th i  
Ivlahom etans conierning hinu (a ) \

F  T  E R this great and mero<rfable Sa
crifice, which ha,<571n  eveiiy Particular, 
been tran faiaxdwas I have before related, 

who/fiad taken up His Abode 
within the Confines o f Arabia, where he 
had pafled the greateft P a rt o f his Life; 

was now growing towards his latter End, being full 
an Hundred Years oldj and his Wife S<ir(2̂ > N inety .

She

(fl) The Argument my Author gives this his 9 th  Chapter ruM  
thus ^ C u e n t a f t  tn  efle C t m o ,  la Linea d t T^haq Fnron de hs J t t im  1 
CriflioMtf 3  el a f i tm  dil futblo ie  Ismrl, > l*$ in n d t t  Bethos dc
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She was now paft all E rpeftation  or Probability o f  
ever having any  Children, as having been h itherto  
barren all her whole Life, and now arrived at an Age 
of, almoft, D tcrepidnefs; fo that Ihe m ight, by the 
Courfe of N ature, very rationally  be in  Defpaix of 
ever becoming the Mother of a Son.

“  But as the hidden Caufes of all thofe myfterious 
“  Secrets of N atu re  are known and manifefted 
“  to the All-krrowing Creator, and to none but Him  j 
“  and as it is His Divine Heafure it fliall be fb, H e 
“  never vouchiafing to permit any but H im felf alone 
“■ to be endowed wit'oa con^um m ateandptrfe^t Know- 
“  ledge, it becomes not us M ortals to be over-curious, 
“  but, in all Things, to fubmit to  His fuperior 
“  Wifdom..

For the L8rd, notw ithftanding the apparent Im- 
pofibility, was pleafed at that Time to difpatch 
aw ay the Seraphic Gabriel, w ith Orders J o  delcend 
to  the E arth , and there to deliver a Mofiage to the  
dcfpairing M atron. He came to  her and fpoke thus j 

Sarah! I t  is ordained by  the Lord of Heaven, th a t 
“  you conceive and bring forth a Son. ” ToHvhich 
fhe, with a loud Laughter, made him this Reply j 
“  M y Lord ! You are furelycom e to mock m e: Your 
“  W ords and the Subjedl o f your MefTage are fucb, 
“  that ̂  I can’t refrain from Laughter. W hat Pro- 

fpedl or Probability can I have o f bringing forth 
Children, when I am  come to m y Journey’s End ? 

“  How can it be expedttd Ci>.’,tn3gined,^that I ihould
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/w Am vies ^uide Miui frtxedUron halla jce y U i vevtajat
qae de cjda um> Jellof ueiamo^ : quf fuc el frinapat Motiba de ba^er 
elie Libra, ftr  q'-e a v ii mucboi ygnorantei ieScs. That is; “ In this 
“  Caniiclc, oj Cliaptcr, la  Account is given of the Line of Jfaac 

I’ation c i t  e Je w s  and ChriiiUns, and the Foundation of the Peo- 
“  pie of IjrAcl, with the great Deeds of thofe Prophets who pro- 
“  cceded from tlu t Stock; Which was the principal Motive for 
“  compofing this Boolt, bccaule many were isoorant of thofe 
f ‘ Tfiiofis. ”
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ever hold a Son, to fackle him a t thefe Breafts of 
“  mine, which are, through Age, become fo wrink- 
‘‘ ]ed, lank and languid >

T h e 'A n g e l then anfvvered her to th is Purpofej 
“  M ark well wliat I fay, thou w orthy, though nicre- 
“  dulous Woman! Liften attentively  to my W ords; 
“  The Son that (hall be born unto thee, fliall bear 
“  this very Nam e; He fta ll be called Laughter : But 
“  he fhall be the Father o f very numerous Genera- 
“  tions, and the Founder of an llluftrious Genealogy, 
“  wlierein fljall be m any holy , pious and fanftified 
“  Prophets and Patriarchs  ̂ troic whom {hall likewiffi 
“  proceed a wicked, pervrrfe and moft degenerate 
“  Race o f  Peojiie ; For in the fame*Manner as thou 
“  haft, fo inconfidcrately, derided and made flight o f 
“  the facred Word of God, fo fiiall thy' Inture Pofte* 
“  rity  become the Scoff and Denfion ot the Accurfed 
‘‘ Lucifer.^

W'hen Gabriel had fjroke thus, he departed, leaving 
Sarah not a little  furprizc^ and overjoyed j w'ho im- 
m rdiately went forth out o f her Houfe to feek for her 
Hufliitnd, to im part to him the glad Tydings the An
gel had brought her \ and that God had promiled them 
a Son, who fliould prove the Ornament and Comfort 
o f his Houfe and Pofterity. She found Abraham in 
Company with his Son Jfomael^ whom he fey'dearly 
loved, and whom he held in Ijjs^Arms rend'erly em- 
tracing. When Ihe had told him  the whole Caufe o f 
her ]oy  and_Aftoniihiti&Jit, b-, with a kind o f a cold 
Indiffirence, only fa id ; “  I f  the Lord pleafes but to 
“  prefervc this 1 have already, I (hall be intirely fa-

tisficd ; M eaning, T hat his Son Ifhmael alone, was 
w hat he had the greateft Love and Efteem for in this 
"World, and that he feemed to be doubtful and to 
make Difficulties, and likewife to be indifferent, as to 
his ever being the Father o f another Child.

However, a t the End o f Nine Monthsii his Wife 
Sarah was delivered o f a fair Son, and they called 
him  by the Nam e o f I/aac^ which W ord fignifies 

t Laughter:
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luaaghter ; This was done in Conform ity to the Fore* 
w arning the blefled Angel Gabriel liad given to Sarah 
his Mother.

This Ifaac was the Father, Rounder, or Patron o f 
the Tribes o f Beni Tfrael, who are the Jew s  or Sons of 
Jacoby otherwife called Ifrael a People in former 
Ages, exceedingly beloved, favoured and honoured by 
the  Almighty. This ju ft Patriarch I/aac took to Wife 
a chaft, fair an3 beautiful V irgin, of Hebrew Defcent, 
whofe Name was Rebecca: She was of" noble and 
honourabfe Parentage, and had been brought up bjr 
batuel, who was a very upright and devout Perfon, 
and took g ria t Care o f her Education. #THe F ru its o f  
her M arriage with Ifaac were two Twin-Brothcrs, Jacob 
and {a) EJan^^who ftrpve and contended m ightily  in

N  2 the ir
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(.n) £/.i« the Son of and J^eheca, and T»vin-Brother to  the 
Patriarch faccb, is by all Mabometcfl Hiftorians, callcd A u Ben Iffiac. 
They ttll all thai Story w ith very little Variation from JHofeys Ac
count o f it in Gettefts-, only add, That the Blelfing deigned  
for £/■»«, but ga^e to  Jacoh, by the Contrivance o f hi* Wife Kg' 
becca, particularly regarde.l Ricoh’s Pofterity, out o f which vvera 
to  procced the Proplicts and Meffengers o f G o d : And this BlefTi ig  
being, by God’s Appointment, given away from Eftu, he begged, 
that his Line m ight, in f te a c ^ f  Prophets, produce Kings, Emperors, 
and mighty Men •, and accordingly moft o f the Mahometan Hiflorio- 
grapliers affirm, That Efau T!5d a Son called Rtum, from whom all 
the and Romtn Emperors a e defcended. FJju. they fay, mar
ried feveral Wives, and had by 'them  a numerous KT-.c. The firft 
was l^^hahit, the Daughter of his Uncle Ijbmael. The fecond Adah, 
Da'iighrer to  £lon m lieer, a Canatriein. After thefe he m arried 
Greiki, whofe Offspring rem ain’d in their M other’s Country. A- 
bou'i Ftr»gi (ays, Tliat EJuh made W ar upon his Brother fucob, who 
at laft flew him with an Arrow. Efay is likewiCc furnamed 
Edom, being fo callcd becaufe he was Red-haired. This the A nbs  
have borrowed fro n the Hebrew, and call the Poftcrity o f  Eda- 
moHtt and EJomfjn, the Edimiter- o r Idumetns. They alfo g ive ■ 
them  the N a rc  o f B m u  or el A tftr, the Children o f the 
Yellow, Fjflr, o r Red hair’d Man, which Edom fignifies in the He
brew Tongue. But by this 'Name they do not only mean th e  Jdu- 
veans or E i 'tnites, but apply it  likewife to  the Creeli^s and R m a n i, 
^hom  they believe to  defccnd froir. E[tu. The falm udifls and mo-

derifli



their Mother’s Womb, about who ihould be firft born: 
However EJau got the better there, and came out fore- 
moft, whom his Brother immediately followed a t 
his Heels: So that S/au, by his Robuftnefs and an 
arrogant Refolution, got the Advantage of his meeker 
Brother, as to the Precedency o f Birth-right j but (a) 
Jacob, in Retaliation, defrauded him of the Blefling of 
his dying Father, and was endowed with a larger Por
tion of God’s Grace.

Jacob vfi% a moft Righteous M a n : He went into 
l\\eJopotam 'ia, where he married two Sifters, the Daugh
ters of his U n d e  Laban and afterwards he efpoufed 
tw o  young Damfels who had been his Handmaids, 
infomuch, that the whole Number o f lawfully wedded 
Wives he had, was F o u r; He h^d by thj)fe four Wives, 
Tw elve Sons, Prophets and Patriarchs of highEfteem  
and Degree, from whom proceeded Twelve Tribes or 
Lineages. '  O f thefe Twelve Houfes or Stocks, all the 
whole People o f Ifrae/, th a t is to lay , th? Nations o f 
the Jews, had their Original Defcent j amongft which
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dern have infufcd this itl grounded. fooliih Notion into the
Heads o f  tlie Mahomeiars, with the malicious Defign of bringing 
<lowii the Curfes the Prophets laid on the Humans o r Edomitet 
upon the Vhriftians in general, and eve*  upon our BlelTcd Saviour 
himfclf i bu t in this Rcfpeft, they m u jjie v e r  hartaour any Thoughts 
o f the Mahometans agreeing w ith them.

{tL) They fay, Jacob is called Ifttel in Syriu , and that he was the 
Father of Twelve Sons, whom they generally call Asbttb, tha t is, 
the Tribes, becanfe they were the tarcfits and Founders o f the 
Twelve Tribes of the J r m  ; and, that of this Patriarch’s Race came . 
all the Prophets, except T hree, who are Aioub or Job, Shiaab or 
JiXbtQ, Father-in-Law to Mofes^ and Atihomet j which Three, they 
fay, defcended from Iflmiel, and were Artbs by Nation", though 
fome W riters leave out fob , and mention only the two others. 
The Tuarich Monthclheb adds. That not only the V3ift o f Prophecy 
cotitinued among the Sons of Jtcob, bu t alfo the RcmI Pow er, 
which remained araongfl them, ’till the Time of Ifa a .nd fth ia , that 
is, Jefu* Cbrifi and St. Jobv the  B a p till; after whom the and
Perfians deftroy’d their Country. The fame Author fays, That 
cob dyed is  io EJt. all exaftly as in the Bible.

People,



People, there have been a venerable Number o f  very 
vertuous and pious M en, Servants of the moft H igh  
God, jvhofe Fear was continually before their Eyes,, 
and upon whom the Lord was pleafed to pour down 
very  great anS exemplary Mercies, and to  beftow upon 
them uncommon Portions of his Divine Grace: Yet, 
notwithflanding, as I have before hinted, from this 
Favoured and Illuftrious Fam ily , by their mixing 
w ith Strange and Idolatrous Nations, they, in fucceed- 
ing Ages, became fo degenerately adulterated, tha t 
the la tte r Generations ot that once fo noble a N ation, 
have rendered themfelves infamous, defpifed, hated 
and contemptible throughout the whole World : T hey  
have ^h^d m any atid terrible Inftancjs o f the W rath 
and Indignation of their incenfed God, whofe avenging 
A rm  hath n(^t yet ceafed from purfuing that obftinate, 
wicked and perverfe People.

The mofi: worthy o f all the Sons o f Jacob, was 
that juH and ever-memorable Patriarch Joseph. From  

•this fame Stock defcended the Righteous Legiflator 
Alo/esy th a t for-ever-famoas Perfon, who was deemed 
worthy to  converfe with God Himfelf, and to  receive 
from  His Divine H ands thofe Satrcd I^w s,^  which 
were w ritten  w ith God’s Finger upon the Tables. 
Aaron the H igh Prieft was Brother to this H oly M an, 
and was a great AfFifler to him, in the Publication o f  
thofe Laws of the Mofl High. From  the fame Line
age likewife defcended that Renowned and W'arlike 
Leader Jofhua, who won that miraculous Battle. As 
was alfb the Royal David, the famous and fandified 
Author of (a) E l Zab'our, or the VJalms, a  Book re-

N  3 vifed

M ahom etjfm  E x p la n id .  i 8 i

(a )  E l Z a b w ,  or, a t feme pronounce it, E l Zebour, it the Plural 
Number o f ,Z tj r ,  which, ia  Artbiik fignifies a Book. The W ord 
Zab$KT hath two Significations. In the Firft Place, it is the Name 
o f  the Book of the Divine Decrees, which the Matometaes other- 
Wile call Louib t l  M ihfom b, T he fecret Tables. In the re x t Place, 
as i t  is generally taken, it  implies the T^alter, o f  fiook o f F ftlm s, 
wherewith they believe th a t God iDfpircd David. They add, T hat

this



yifed by God Himfelf, and figned with H is own Hands 
The Son o f this Royal Prophet was the‘Magnificent 
and Solomon-, he, who t W  the Trajifcen-
dancy and efficacious V irtue o f his I^ing, obtained 
Univerfal Command, nothing daring to  difpute his 
W ill. O f this People was iikewife ^he holy Daniel, 
who was cafl: to the Lions to  be devoured. And Jonof ,  
who was fwallowed by the Whale, proceeded from the 
fam e Original. Zachariof the Sacerdote, th a t devout 
M an, who was efpoufed to the vertuous Anna or Hannah^ 
who was the Mother of the unfpotted {a) Miriam^ or 
Mary, that.chafte and undefiled V irgin, whole Memory 
iso t  fuch high Veneration in the W orld ; and is the

. .fame
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this Royal Prophet fung them himfclf, and caufed the L ev iteH n i 
hi& Muficians to  fing them to the Sound of InfUumeniS before the 
Holy Ark. H(5vvever, the Book the Mahomei.ins call Z^hm r, does 
not contain the fame P fa tm i we have in the P f*lter , but only a 
confufed E x traft of feveral Thing'^, which have not tiie !faft Rela
tion to D^tvid or hi? PfaJms, T hey iikewife fay, That the E nsile  
o r was fent by God to  J t/w  Chrifi izo o  Years after
David  received from Heaven his Canticles or Songs called Zibour j 
and the SabU or Sabians, who pretend they have MJam’s Book, do 
alfo boaft, th a t they have the true Zibmr : But this Book of 
th e  Sabidvs is Aill more remote from DavU ’i  Pfalms than tha t of 
th e  Mthomitans, and is rather the fjme with that they call Dtjf^wr, 
which comprehends their Law, or Superflicious Beligion 1 and ir is 
likely they rather call it  Zibovr from tHŜ  general Signification of 
this W ord, which is Book, than from that peculiar one the Ma. 
hmcta'H  live it. D'tierbelot in Zebour. Of thefe Sthims, fee the 
fame Auttior under the W ords S'ijJiflnd Sabi, where is a large 
Account of them,

{a'i The Arabic^ Name M in im ,  that is M ir j,  is taken from the 
tiebrewznd Sjriack^-. Bv this Name they always call the bleffed Vir
gin M other o f our lo rd , ever adding LeBi, or Lady. I t  is the 
proper Name o f many Women; The Alcoran, in feyeral Places, 
makes very honourable Mention of our bleffed Lady, and^here is 
a whole C hapter tha t bears her N am e; and fome others fpeak 
not only of her Birch, but of her Mother, S. Am, being big of 
her, and Iikewife pf her Education in the Houfe o f Zachtrith, and 
ip  the Tem ple j at alfo of her divine and miraculous Delivery h

to



fame from whofe Body was born the moft Juft and 
Holy Ifa., or JeJm , whom the deluded Chrtjilans 
blindlyj erroneoufly and idolatroully worihip, and

• N 4 > have
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to  all which the Expofitors add (evcrjl Tradirior.s of the 'Eadem 
Chriftidns, which, but fcr them, ’ris pro'iable, had been loft. 
One of them is. That God (acccrdii:g to tlie AUann) pre- 
ferved her and her Son from the Devil. Hox^tin Vaes, a noted 
HIQorian, expounds this Prcfervation in tlicfc Words ; “  N a C hild , 
“  fa)s lie, is liorn into the W orld, that the Devil does not touch 
“  arid handle ’till 1 e makes it cry, and cycept Miriam and her 
“  Son, none were ever prcfcrvcd, and" exempted from th 's HaiiJ*
‘‘ ling, ”  ----- This Tradition Teems to ha\^- fjm e Allufion to
Oiiginal Sin, called by the Arabi (as I have u id  romcwhcrc elfcj
H^but el Citb^ that is, The Giain^ o f tiie Heart. ------  As for S.
Ann, the Bleffct Virgia’s Mother, flic is known by the M.ihmetari 
by hfr p r ( ^ r  Name f/annah ot whom they fay. That ivheri flic 
was with Child of our La.l/, (he vowed to dedicate to God what 
fhe bore in her W omb, and accordingly performed her Promife as 
foon as ftie was deli'ercd . by ctFcrmg up her ifiugh te r in the 
Temple. Maboiret makes God fay upon the Cirth ot the BlelTed ■“ 
Virgin, “  I have n a red  her Miriirn ; ” Which Name, fay the E j-  
pofitori, is the lame as Am,it ABah, G od’b Handmaid ■, an Expofition 
taken from our Lady's Words to the Angel ; Hehold the Htndna 'ti 
o f  the Lmd. The Jmpc.fior Mihomei, who always inlargcs upon the 
Truths o f our Scriptures fays, That God gave Mury in kcc^nng re* 
Zacbarf, who Ihut her up in a Chamber o f  .jhe Temple, the Door 
whereof was fo high, tha t there was no coming to it but by a 
Ladder, the Key whereof he always carry'd about him. He very 
frequently went to fee h ^  and always found by her great S to r t o f 
the choiceft bruits the Land of Fateiiine produced, and ever in the 
wrong Seafon, when they were no where elfe to be_found, which s t  
laft, made him ask her, “  How (lie came by that fine Fruit ? ” ' T o 
which (he anfwer’d ; “  All you fee comes from God, who fitftiiini-
“  eth whom he pleafcs with all things in Abundance. ” ------  They
extol the Purity of the blelfed Virgin in the higheft Degree, anJ 
not many Years ago a Turl^ at Coujtantincpk fuffered the moft cruel 
of all Death', being impaled alive, for uttering an uofeemly E.k-
P'eflion conccrniog her. ------  There is an odd fjbulous T rad i.
tion goes aqjong tlwm, about a certain Prmcefs, in former Age.?, 
whole I^T ie was AUnl(ara, which K^ojidem r compares to,»he lui- 
raculous Conception of the Virgin AUr). The Storv runs tiws •, She 
was the Daughter of G'mb'tne the Son of King of Ih c  fAngntt^ 
o f the Race of the Sccond that leign’J over them in the 
N orthern A jit, after the Re crtablUhing of that Nation, This J^rm-



have equalized w ith God, by wbo.-n both He and all 
other Creatures were made. Jahia, or John, whofe 
Life was fo exemplary, and fo exceeding pious, w ith
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cefs married Doujoun her Coufin Germain, th e n ^ in g  of the Miguliy 
by whom (he had Two Sons, cjlled Belibedi and 6elghedu After 
th e  Death o f her Husband, Alnn\irti governed his Dominions, and 
b roush t up her Children w ith g reat Prudence. She being awake 
one Night in her Chamber, a very bright (hinii?g Light entered ia 
a t her Mouth, and pafTing through her Body, came out a t her 
Private I’arts, which furprized lier very much ; but far greater 
Was her Amazement, when fhe perceived herfelf afterwards to  be 
with Child, without a Husband, or having had to  do with any 
Man. She called an Affembly of the chief of her Subjefts, and ac
quainted them with the whole Matrer, and finding theyiw ould 
no t be perfuadcd to  belicvt what fhe faid, flie caufed ftveral o f 
them  to  ftay all Ni^ht in h.;r Appartment, wheie they were all 
Eye WitnefTes of the fame thing, which happened to  her con- 
ftin tiy  every Night, whereby her Repqtation was cleared. When 
the Tim e was expired, Ihe was delivered of three SonS: The Firft 
called Bsukoun ('.xbaki, from whom defcended the T trttrs  called Ca- 
bakin and ^ p g U k  ; The Second Selgue fro n whom defcend>
ed the Selgwides. T h e  Third fioux/tngir, who was one of the 
Fore ftithers of G rn g h 'n ^h a r  and T em u r L<ins.h, or, as v»e call him, 
Tamerlane. This ftrange Fable was probably invented on piirpofc 
to  aggrandize the Original of the great Turliijh and TJrtarim Fa- 
m ilies: And perhaps the Moguls being once Chriflians, may have 
applied tha t miraculous Conception to this Prinrcfs, fince their
Fa 1, for their greater Reputation. ------  The M uhmnan  Infidels
charge the Chrijiiiini with making the Virgin Miry, the Third Per- 
fon of the Bleffed Trinity •, yet fome of tneir Authors clear us from 
tha t Imputation. Abox’l F irnfe  w iite s .^ lh a t it was a Traditioa 
among the Ezdern Chrifliani, Thi'- the blelTed V irg in ia s  but 15 
Years of Age when fhe conceived by the Holy Ghoft, and that 
4he lived but 5-1 Years. They, 1 mean the Afiatirl^ Chriftiant, 
have a*Kaft they keep before the great Feart o f our Lady, which 
is on the i f th  of by us called the Affumption. This Faft
begins on the ifl Day of the fame Month, and the Feaft o f the 
All'umption is bv them generally called Fithr Miriam, The break
ing up of M arfi Fart, or the Feaft of our Lady. The Plant we 
call Cjffla’titn Odoriferum, and our luJy'i C.'tre, is by the Afiaiickt 
called Bo^fcnur M irii’ir, or Mtry's Perfume ; and they affirm. That 
by the b!clTed Virgin having laid her Hand upon tha t Plant, it 
received the Form of her four Fingers and Thumb, and drew from 
thsflcc its odoriferous Scent.

very



very m any others, too numerous to be all repeated 
here, were all derived from that tioble and illuftrious 
Original.

But let us raturn to the Beginning, from whence 
we have made this DigrelTion, to fee how the Genealogy 
was carry’d on. . Something (hall be faid, though 
with all poflible B revity , concerning the never-dying 
Aftions o f thofe venerable Perfons, whofe Names I  
have mentioned j. And, likewife, we ought not to  om it 
recalling to our Memories fcme o f the Precepts left 
us by them , whereof the Inftitutions in our Books o f 
ElSunna  are chiefly compos’d; fince the Doftrines and 
edifying Examples which we have inherited from thefe 
holv Prophets have been m ainly conducive towards 
theRedem ption and E ternal Salvation of our Imm or
ta l Souls. ' •

(a)1fa(ic the fecond Son of the Holy Va.\t\}LTchAbraham, 
b y  his firft Wife Sarah, wa§, as I have already faid, the 
firft Founder and Patron of the People of 1/rm ’/. He was 
an upright Servant of the Lord, and walked conftantly— ' 
in  bis Paths. H e never oifiitted vifiting his Father’s
(b) Sepulchre thrice every Day, paying great Honour,

Reve-
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(e) la  mofl things, except the Sacrifice, the M.ibometins agree 
w ith our Scriptures in what concerns /p a r , whom they call Is- 
bac ben Ibrdiim. They only add. That the Spirit of Prophefy, whiih 
before was intire in the Patriarchs, vv*, after the Death of Abra- 
hiM, divided betvveen Iflmaet and his younger Brother //*«c ■, and 
th a t aJl the Prophets in general defcended from I fa d ,  except 
Sboaii and JH»homet, who were o f the Fofterity of tflmael. This 
Shnib  it fetbro. Father in-Law to Mofet. o f whom I intend to 
make mention in another Place, and likewife of Job, whom a little 
before I have hinted to  be, by many Authors, reckoned with the 
Other Tw o.•

(b) T hat Abribam  was buried in the City o f Hebron, from him 
likewife called K htiil, is the nnanimous Opinion of all the  Eaftem 
N at'ont. Ben Sehtnah,'m thcYear of the Hegira j ,  which anfwert to  
the Year o f our Lord 1119, under the Caliphlhip o f Mi/lerbatfcbed, 
19th Caliph of the Houfe o f the Abbujjidei, teth  w. That AbrahanC% 
Tomb, wherein were alfo and Jicob, m i  opened, and in i t

• were



Reverence, Devotion and filial D uty to that venera
ble M onument. The Increafe of his Flocks, and all 
his Cattle, he fet apart for the Poor, and liberally  
beftowed it all upon them  ; taking particular Care 
to  diftribute his C harity  fo, that thofe who were moft 
in  Neceffity m ight have the largefl: Share ot his 
Bounty. He ever cultivated an amicable Correfpon- 
dence, and maintained an inviolable Friendihip with 
his Brother Ifhtnaef, to whom he always ftiewed 
great Refpecl, and a Deter'ence due to him as his ■ 
Elder.

Jacoby the worthy Son of this fo venerable a Parent, 
was nO'Wife ihferinr to his Father in M erit, and Piety, 
C harity , or Holinefs of Life. He enjcyned himfelf 
to  obferve Four notable Vows, which he had made a 
Iblemn Promife to God never to violate, *anid the 
which for their R arity , anti their meritorious Sandli- 
ty  and ClTarity, are higlily efteemed of, and extolled 

‘by  Caebu el Khuhar, a learned W riter. The firft was. 
H e obliged himfelf never to tafte the M eats that were 
fet befdre him, but deemed them to be Haram, or 
U nlaw ful, ’till he had firft performed two Proftra- 
fions before God, by way o f craviug a BklTing upon 
what he was about to eat, and to  Ihew his thankfiil 
Acknowledgments for what his Lord had bountifully 
been pleafed to fend him for his Suftenance. The 
Second was  ̂ T hat iie had bound himfelf under the 
like Obligation to  eat of nothing that had been pre
pared fi)r him, ’till he had g iten  of it to fuch poor.

Mahometifin Explain 3.

w tre  found the Bodies of thofe Patriarchs very vvliole and inrire, 
w ith fcveral Lamps of Gold and Silver, of all whKh vaft Numbers 
of People were Eye Witneffes. This Tomb is fo much honouted 
by the thst they make their fourth Pilgrimage to  it ,
the three firft being that of AUcct, that of Medina, and that of Jc* 
rufabm. There are feveral Books tha t trea t of thefe P ilg rim a^s, 
and Calami has wrote a patticuiar one conccrninp the Vifitation o t 
jib'ubam 's Sepulchre, snd intitled it, Z/iis el that is. The
Socicty or Familiarity th i t  is coDtrafted w ith A b u h m .

weak.



ivealc, or fick People tha t were near his H abitation. 
The T hird  was. T ha t he had alw ays as many Par
cels o f Provifions of all Sorts, laid  up in Store for the 
Relief o f thofe tvho were in W ant, as there are Days 
in the Year, w ith a folemn O ath  never to diminifti 
them, upon his own Account, to whatfoever Necefli- 
ty  he fliould happen to be reduced. The Fourth 
w a s ;  An inviolable Promife he had made, that the 
W ater o f his Wells, Ciftcrns, and the like, Ihould, 
uneiceptionably, be never lefufed to M an or B taft 
th a t were thirfty.

“  O  juft and venerable Patriarch! ’Twas not for 
“  nothing that all thy  Undertakings ^ e re  attended 

■“  with fuch profperous Periods! N or was it undefer- 
“  vedly that fhy Fields and Paftures were continu- 
“  ally covered with exuberant Verdure, and thy  
“  Flocks fo fa ir and fo f ru itfu l! W'hoevcr can but o ^
“  ta in  the Grace to follow thy Foot-fteps,* will, un- 
“  doubtedly, gain the Palm^of Honour in this W o r ld , '^  
“  and o f everlafting Glory m that to  come ! It was

thy  tranfcendent Conftancy in doing Good W orks,
*' thy fcarcely im itable Perfeverance in thy  bountiful 
“  Difl:ribution of Alms to the DiftrcfTed, that gave 
“  thee Strength and Refolution to exert thj- felf^ as 
“ • thou couragioufly did ft, when thou contendedfl:
“  fo long w ith fo unequal a M atch as the Angel 
“  fent from Heaven to try  thy  Force!

T his great Prophet \X:reftled a whok N igh t, from* 
Sun fet to  B reak o f D ay, with the blefTtd Angel o f  
Godj Gabriel^ who came down to him in liumane 
Form  to make T ry a l o f  his Fortitude and Valour : 
and after they had flrove, as I have faid, all the 
N i^ht, and notwithftanding the Superiority of the 
Antagonift yacob had to contend withal, he remained 
upon his Feet, unfoiled and invincible, having, by  
tha t fo heroic and magnanimous an^A6lion, gained 
to hiinfelf an immortal Name.

L 'B y
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“  B7 this, and fuch like Examples, we meet w ith  
“  in H o ly  W rit, we may plainly comprehend, and 
“  not fcruple to conclude, T h a t thof« o f the Pofte- 
“  f ity  o f Eve^ when infpircd with divine Grace, and

arm ed with a generous Em ulation o f exerting their 
”  Forces for the G lory and Honoi^r o f their M ighty  
“  C reator; Then, 1 fay, they can never poflibly be 
“  vanquilhed, nor is any thing in this earth ly  W orld, 
“  too difficult for them to undertake, and, by  perfe- 
*' vering, to bring to a happy Conclufion.

This was He, who, as he lay  afleep, beheld a won
derful Ladder, the Bottom whereof was a t his Feet, 
and the Top reached up to Heaven, upon the which, 
innum erable l  egions ot Seraphims were afcending and 
defcending without Intermiliion. And, in a  W ord, 
it was this fame Patriarch concerning ̂ vhom our E i-  
pofitors all agree in telling us, that fince the Tim e o f 
Noah, none of all the ancient Patriarclw ever (aw 
fuch Myfborious Vifions, or had fo m any P.evelations 

r^as the ever-venerable Jacob.

( 4 )  Jqfcph his Son, o f whom fuch honourable Men
tion Is made in the Sacred Alcoran^ had a V illon in  
his Sleep, wherein he beheld the Sun, and the Moon, 
w ith Eleven o f the brightefl: Stars in the Firm am ent, 
fall down and worfliip and do Homage to him. This 
is H e who was caft into the P it or Well, and fold for 
a  Sum of Money to People o f a Strange N ation, jike 
a Beaft in  a publirk M arket and was afterwards 
throw n into a difm al, lonefome, and filthy Dungeon, 
where he continued Seventeen Years in ineiprelfible 
M ifery  and Diftrefs ; which M isfortune befel him 
only becaufe when he was tempted and perfecuted, 
through the Means o f his matchlefs Beauty, to vio
late  his Chaftity, he refufed to confent. We read o f  
him , T ha t whilft he continued in that loathfome and
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fo litary  Confinem ent, he was frequefttly wont to weep, 
becaufethe filthy Stench, and the fqualid Naftinefs o f 
the Place, was an H indrance to him  from performing 
his daily  SalaSt^ or Devotions and allb, becaufe 
he was deftitute of W ater wherewithal to wafh and 
purify him felf with the necefTary Immerfions and 
Ablutions we Mujfulmans are enjoyned to ufe, to  pre
pare us for our daily  Prayers : T o fupply whic'h 
D efed , or, a t.le a f t , to  atojie in fome M eafure for 
the fame •, the Angel Gabriel appeared to him , and 
faid i “ Jofcph! When thou haft no W ater, thou 
“  m ayft, in fuch a Cafe, make Ufe of Duft, or the 
“  like, by rubbing thyfeU therewith inftead o f  W a- 
“  te r .'” From  hence our H0I7 Sunna^o t  Book of the 
O ral Law, .has deduced the O ig in a l, the Form , and 

’ Method o f oifr Purification called {a) Tayahmam^ a L i
berty  and P riv ikge fo very requifite and commo
dious in m any Circumftances, and upon (everal Occa- 
fions. “ By this Incident we m ay gatffer, th a t the 
“  worft o f Misfortunes tl^at can happen to us,
“  by fome Means or other, be turned to our Ad^ 
“  vantage, and made applicable to fome good Pur- 
“  pofe. ”

This M emorable Patriarch affiduoufly followed, 
and ftrenuoufly promoted the Precepts of his venera
ble Anceftor Abraham^ which, to his immortal Praifir, 
we inherit from him. He exhort’d the^range  N ations 
to ufe Circumcifion, and to diftribute Alms, (b) as well

of

Mahometifm Explain 3- 389

(a) Concerning this C,'eremony fee R th tid 'i M ah. Rel. p. 57. 
where, in the N otes, it  is largely expkined.

( i )  The ArM clt W ord for Alms-giving, I mean thofe Alms 
which are etijavned them by Precept, it Zacah or Zacouah, an4 is 
derived from Ztca, which fignifics to  purify, becaufe it, as i t  were, 
purifies the remaining Part o f what we poffefs, when that Obliga
tory  Duty is performed. This W ord, and that o f El Aaflior, o r 
the Ten'h, fhould never b e  confounded vihy^adicah, which is only 
a foJuntarj A les. Our Enrofem Tranflators generally call i t  the

Tjthu


